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SERMON     I. 

The  divine  Goodnefs  the  fole  Founda- 
tion of  our  Truft. 

Psalm  xxxvi.    7. 

How  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefsy  0  God  I 
therefore  the  children  of  jnen  put  their  truji 
under  the  fiadow  of  thy  wings, 

"^HERE  is  no  one  fubjea:  that  is 
more  copioufly  defcribed,  or  more  fre- 
quently infifted  on,  in  the  facred  writ- 
ings, than  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God -y  nor 
any  thing  that  can  be  of  greater  importa^ice 
to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind,  than 
their  being  well-eftablifhed  in  the  truth  of 
this  dodtrine  :  Becaufe  there  can  be  no  poffible 
comfort  and  fatisfadlion  to  their  minds,  arifing 
from  the  behef  of  a  God,  unlefs  he  is  in  him- 
felf,  and  is  believed  by  us  to  be,  fupremely 
and  infinitely  good.  There  is  fomewhat  ex- 
tremely diftreffing  and  affli(5llve  in  the  fcheme 
oiAtheifm,  which  takes  away  an  intelligent  mind 
from  the  government  of  the  world,  and  inftead 
of  fubjedling  all  things  to  a  wife  and  equitable 
Vol,  II.  B  pro- 
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providence,  gives  them  abfolutely  up  to  the 
undireded  caprice  of  chance,  or  the  unaltera- 
ble laws  of  a  fev^re  and  inexorable  fate.  In 
fuch  a  fituation  it  is  impoffible  there  can  be 
any  jufl  foundation  for  hope,  fince  chance  can 
never  be  governed  by  rules  oi  reafon — novfate 
ever  bend  to  conliderations  of  equity  and  good- 
nefs. Thus  circumftanced  life  would  be  per- 
petually fluduating,  fubjedt  to  a  thoufand  per- 
plexities ',  and  under  all  the  uncertainties  and 
anxieties  attending  it  would  not  have  one  fin- 
gle  refledion,  that  could  infpire  a  rational  for- 
titude and  patience  of  mind,  and  caufe  men 
to  pofTefs  and  enjoy  themfelves  with  dignity 
and  comfort.  But  there  is  a  confideration 
which  I  think  more  dreadful  than  this. 

If  we  could  fuppofe  an  eternal,  infinitely 
wife  and  powerful  being,  prefiding  over  the 
world,  and  having  the  uncontrouled  manage- 
ment of  all  perfons  and  things,  whofe  nature 
was  deftitute  of  goodnefs,  and  of  whofe  cha- 
rader,  mercy  and  loving  kindnefs,  were  not 
cfTentiai  ingredients ;  it  would  be  impoffible 
not  to  tremble  under  the  imagination  and 
belief  of  fuch  a  power :  Or  to  place  any  con- 
fidence or  hope  whatfoever,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  fuch  an  adminiflration  and  govern- 
ment. The  only  notion  we  could  form  of  it, 
would  be  that  of  a  fupreme  and  univerfal  ty- 
ranny ;  and  the  fole  expedation  we  could  de- 
rive from  it,  would  be  a  more  entire  and  fub- 
ftantial  mifery  and  deftrudion,  inflided  with 
a  feverity  equal  to  the  reach  of  infinite  and 
irrefillible  power;  and  diverfified  in  various 

forms 
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forms  and  fhapes,  according  to  the  meafures 
and  means  fuggefted  by  the  mofl:  extenfive 
knowledge  and  wifdom.  Was  fuch  an  opinion 
of  God  as  this  founded  in  truth,  and  the  pre- 
vailing fentiment  of  mankind,  it  would  be 
impoflible  that  he  could  be  the  objed  of  their 
veneration  and  efteem ;  that  they  could  delight 
themfelves  in  him,  or  place  on  him  their  fu- 
pream  affecftion  ^  or  that  there  could  be  any 
place  for  the  pradice  of  true  and  rational  reli- 
gion. Men  might  worihip  z.^jlaves,  but  could 
not  do  it  as  children,  they  might  fubmit  from 
terror,  but  not  from  choice,  and  obey  from 
neceffity  one  whom  they  could  not  refill ;  but 
not  willingly  and  from  the  didates  of  their 
hearts :  Becaufe  upon  this  fuppodtion  there 
could  be  no  foundation  of  love,  nor  any  rooni 
for  the  exercife  of  it. 

And  therefore  as  all  the  divine  perfections 
have  their  beft  defcription  in  divine  revelation, 
the  goodnefs  of  God  is  peculiarly  illujlrated  in 
it,  and  almoft  all  the  facred  pen-men  have 
been  direcfted  to  celebrate  this  attribute  above 
all  others —  and  God  himfelf  feems  to  have 
been  peculiarly  folicitous  to  reveal  him.felf  in 
all  the  riches  of  his  grace,  that  men  might  be 
eftablifhed  beyond  all  doubt  in  the  belief  of 
this  principle ; —  and  that  all  the  worfliip  and 
obedience  they  pay  him,  might  be  their  choice 
and  pleafure,.  as  proceeding  from  love ;  and  this 
truft  and  hope  in  him  habitual  and  conftant, 
as  being  founded  In  the  perfuafion  of  eternal, 
infinite,  and  unchangeable  goodnefs  -, — and  it 
is  the  belief  of  this  prevailing  affedion  in  God 
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that  hath  encouraged  good  men  in  all  ages,  to 
place  their  confidence  in  him,  and  under  all  the 
evils  they  experience,  and  for  all  the  good  they 
want,  to  have  their  recourfe  to  him,  who  is 
the  father  of  mercies,  the  fource  of  all  hap- 
pinefs,  and  the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfe(5l 
gift.  How  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefs  I 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  trufi 
under  the  fiadow  of  thy  wings  *.  And  of  him- 
felf  he  declares,  /  am  like  a  green  olive  tree  in 
the  houfe  of  my  God.  I  trufi  in  the  mercy  of 
God  for  ever  and  ever. 

What  I  propofe  from  thefe  words,  is  to 
{hew  you, 

I.  That  the  only  foundation  of  trufi  in  God 
is  the  confideration  of  his  mercy  and  good- 
nefs ;  and, 

II.  That  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  will 
ahiindantly  warrant  the  moft  unjhaken  and  ha- 
bitual truji  in  him. 

I.  That  the  only  foundation  of  2ifirm  and  ra- 
tional trufi  in  God  is  the  apprehenfion  and  be- 
lief, that  goodnefs  and  mercy  is  an  efjential  at- 
tribute and  unalterable  perfeBion  of  his  nature. 
The  condition  of  human  nature  is,  as  every  one 
feels  it,  indigent,  and  liable  to  perpetual  wants  ; 
wants  that  he  finds  himfelf  incapable  of  fup- 
plying,  and  yet  fuch  as  mulf  be  relieved,  in 
order  to  the  prefervation  of  his  being  and  the 
continuance  of  his  happinefs  and  comfort.  If 
the  external  provifioji  for  life  be  abundant,  yet 
a  man  hath  not  in  his  own  power  the  capacity 

*  Pfalm  lii.  8. 
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for  enjoying  them ;  which  is  liable  to  be  loft 
by  a  thouland  unfriendly  accidents,  which 
he  hath  not  the  prudence  and  fagacity  to 
forefeej  nor  the  means  at  his  own  command 
efFettually  to  guard  againft.  The  whole  con- 
ftitution  and  frame  of  nature  is,  as  to  us,  pre- 
carious and  uncertain,  and  the  continuance  of 
no  ftate  of  life  is  to  be  abfolutely  depended 
on.  Every  exped:ation  without  us  may  fail. 
The  clouds  of  heaven  may  ceafe  to  drop  down 
fatnefs,  and  refufe  to  give  the  former  and  the 
latter  rain.  Unfeafonable  and  fcorching  heats 
may  deftroy  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and 
render  the  labour  of  the  hufbandman  in  vain. 
And  fliould  thefe  fruits  come  almoft  to  matu- 
rity, and  awaken  in  the  owner  the  largeft 
hopes  of  plenty  j  immoderate  rains  may  fweep 
them  away  with  a  torrent,  or  rcfiftlefs  ftorms 
level  them  with  the  ground,  or  an  invading 
enemy  feize  them  by  violence.  Riches  them- 
felves  are  not  proof  againft  time  and  chance, 
which  happen  to  all  men,  and  honours  are  not 
always  fecure  and  lailing  to  the  pofTeiTors. 
We  need  the  prote<flion  and  guardianiliip  of 
a  power  fup  .n'ior  to  ourfelves,  to  render  our 
external  profperity  durable  and  ftable,  to  de- 
fend us  from  accident  and  danger,  and  even 
to  bear  us  harmlefs  from  ourfelves,  from  the 
follies,  indifcretions,  raflinelTes,  and  vices,  to 
which  we  are  liable,  and  the  unhappy  and 
deftrudive  confequences  that  attend  them. 
If  all  thefe  circumftances  fhould  proceed  well, 
and  continue  favourable  to  us;  our  reafm  may 
fail  us,  our  health  may  forfake  us  i  and  we 
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may  in  an  inftant  be  rendered  incapable  of 
relilhing  any  fingle  ingredient  of  external 
profperity  we  polTefs.  In  a  word,  the  whole 
life  of  man  is  a  ftate  of  perpetual  dependance 
and  want ;  fo  that  he  every  day  needs  to  be 
fupported  at  another's  expence  and  provifion, 
and  he  mull:  inftantly  peridi,  if  the  daily 
fource  of  his  fupplies  fhould  fail  or  forfake 
him, — this  is  his  natural  condition. 

Coniider  him  in  a  moral  v'ltWy  and  he  is  ra-. 
ther  more  indigent  and  helplefs,  and  liable  to 
more  fubftantial  and  durable  calamities.  He  is 
ho\-r\imt aught  and  deftitute  of  all  rational  fur- 
niture; and  without  affiftance  would  remain 
ignorant  and  void  of  underftanding.  He  is 
an  offender  againft  even  what  the  light  of  na- 
ture mftruds  him  to  praftife,  needs  mercy 
and  forgivenefs  for  his  numerous  errors ;  and 
yet  cannot  fix  the  fure  method  of  obtain- 
ing it,  nor  confer  any  obligation  upon  the  be- 
ing he  hath  offended,  to  grant  it.  He  is,  when 
under  the  influence  of  corrupt  habits  and 
paffions,  extremely  corrupt  and  degenerate, 
and  yet  is  frequently  injcnfibk  of  his  difeafe 
and  mifery,  unacquainted  with  the  moil  cer- 
tain and  effectual  method  of  his  recovery : 
And  yet  muft  be  abfolutely  ruined  unlefs  the 
cure  be  feafonably  and  efFed:ually  applied.  He 
knows  himfelf  perpetually  liable  to  deaths  fears 
the  approach  of  it,  dreads  the  confequences 
attending  it,  cannot  fecure  himfelf  from  the 
arreft  of  it,  cannot  redeem  himfelf  from  the 
power  ofiti  is  uncertain  what  the  change  of  con- 
dition will  be  into  which  it  introduces  him,  and 

whatever 
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whatever  be  the  lot  afligned  him  after  it,  can- 
not alter  one  fingle  circumftance  attending  it. 

Now  fuppofing  there  be  no  kind  and  bene- 
volent being,    that  exerciles  a  conftant,    wife 
and  gracious  providence  over  him,     and    all 
things  ;    What  encouragement  can   there  be 
for  hope  and  truft  under  all  thefe  uncertain- 
ties of  condition,  and  amidft  thcfe  numerous 
wants  and  fears  that  would  perpetually  invade 
and  furroimd  us  ?  If  the  prcfiding  power  was 
infinitely  difcerningy  and  cculd  know  all  our  in- 
firmities,   dangers  and  neceihties;   yet  if  de- 
jiitute  of  goodnefs,    that  perfedion   would  be 
wanting    which    alone    could    make    infinite 
knowledge  of  any  fervice  and    benefit  to  us, 
bend   it    to    the  confideration   of  our  wants, 
fugged  to  it  the  thought  and  method  for  our 
relief,   and  prompt  it  to  a  timely  and  proper 
application  and  execution  of  them.     Knowt 
ledge  without  goodnefs   would  only   furnifli 
expedients   for   more    exqulfite    and    perfe<5t 
fchemes  of  mifchief;  and  afford  the  means  of 
rendering  the  evils  of  mankind  more  numerous 
and  deftrudive.     Efpecially  if  in  fuch  a  being 
infinite  powei'  was  joined  with  infinite  knov^-- 
ledge,  enabling  him  to  execute  what  his  un- 
derftanding  would  fuggeft,  and  to  effed  what- 
ever a  relentlefs,  fevere  and  inexorable  difpo- 
fition  could  prefer.    Such  a  confideration  would 
abfolutely  deftroy  every  poflibility   of  hope  j 
and  entirely  prevent  all  the  pleafing  fatisfadions 
arifing  frqm  confidence  and  truft. 

Could  we  fuppofe  ourfelves   the  fubjeds  of 

fuch  a  being  and  Lord,  abfolutely  deftitute  of 
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all  compaffion,  wholly  unafFedted  with  the 
wants  ol  men,  and  void  of  all  inclinations  to 
relieve  and  luccour  them,  how  deep,  how  fub- 
ftantial,  how  remedilefs  muft  our  mifery  be  ! 
What  fliould  we  not  have  to  fear  ?  what 
endlefs  anxietiv^s  would  poflefs  us,  what  daily 
terrors  would  excruciate  and  torment  us  ? 
Through  the  infirmity  of  our  nature,  and  the 
temptations  of  the  world,  we  all  know  that 
in  many  things  we  offend;  but  how  truly 
dreadful  is  the  profpedt  of  an  unforgiving  in- 
exorable fovereign,  armed  with  infinite  power, 
able  to  protrad:  our  beings,  and  inflid:  on  us 
the  mofl  aggravated  vengeance.  Who  could 
ever  honour  or  be  reconciled  to  the  thought 
of  him?  who  could  willingly  fubjed  himfelf 
to  him  ?  What  one  fingle  benefit  could  we 
exped:  from  it  ?  what  one  want  could  we 
hope  to  be  relieved  under  ?  what  one  of- 
fence or  error  of  condud  could  we  rcafonably 
think  would  ever  be  forgiven  us  ?  Was  this 
our  cafe,  an  eternal  gloom  mufl  hang  over 
our  minds,  life  would  perpetually  pafs  on 
under  the  deepefl  melancholy  3  every  day 
would  forebode  new  evils  in  the  prefent 
flate,  and  imagination  of  evils  to  come  after 
death  would  be  endlefs  and  infupportable. 
Unwilling  to  live,  we  fhould  be  afraid  to  die, 
and  our  minds  would  be  perpetually  on  the 
rack  through  the  abhorrence  of  life,  and 
the  jufl  dread  of  the  miferies  that  might 
fucceed  it. 

Separate  goodnefs  from  the  charader  of  God, 
and  there  is  no  fingle  profped  of  happinefs  or 

comfort 
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comfort  before  us,  and  the  belief  of  his  being 
and  government  would  be  the  moft  dreadful 
and  afflid:ive  burthen  in  the  whole  world. 
But  add  this  to  his  other  perfediions,  the  fcene 
inftantly  changes,  the  gloom  diffipates,  and 
the  breaft  of  every  good  man  receives  the  mofl 
folid  and  durable  fatisfad:ion.  This  infinite 
goodnefs  of  God 

I.  Renders  the  belief  of  his  being  truly 
pleafmg  and  comfortable,  places  him  in  the  molt 
amiable  point  of  view,  and  makes  his  cha- 
racter infinitely  delightful.  How  truly  ;y- 
merend  is  that  ndme,  which  comprehends  in  it 
abfoluteand  unmixed  redtitudeand  perfedion! 
How  high  mufl  the  veneration  be  that  is  due 
to  the  greateji  and  befi  of  beings !  What  ftrong 
affedtion,  what  fervency  of  love  mufl:  he  chal- 
lenge and  deferve,  whofe  nature  and  property 
is  ever  to  do  good,  wherever  he  can  find  a 
fuitable  objed:  for  the  exercife  of  goodnefs  ! 
and  who  can  be  kind  and  gracious  whenever 
it  is  confiflent  with  the  did:.ites  of  wifdom, 
and  the  juft  and  righteous  ends  oT  his  admi- 
nifl:ration  and  government  ?  What  inward 
fentiments  of  gratitude,  what  warm  expreflions 
of  thankfulnefs  andpraife  will  be  due  to  him, 
when  his  providence  is  confider'd  as  the  caufe 
of  all  the  innumerable  bleffings  that  fill 
Heaven  and  earth!  And  his  bounty  and  good- 
nefs as  the  indefectible  fource  of  the  infinitely 
various  kinds  of  good,  that  enrich  the  crea- 
tures which  he  hath  called  into  being  !  How 
naturally  will  every  well  difpofed  mind  draw 
near  to  him,  refer  itfelf  to  his  pleafure,  com- 
mit 
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mit  all  its  wants  and  cares  to  his  provifion  5 
when  the  condderation  of  infinite  goodnefs 
attrad:s  them,  and  they  are  powerfully  drawn 
to  him  by  this  pleafing  reflexion,  that  he  is 
the  God  of  love  and  dwells  in  love  ^  How  will 
the  foul  adore  and  admire  him,  when  atten- 
tive to  this  belief,  that  all  the  generofity,  be- 
nevolence, affedlion  and  kindnefs  that  are  in 
the  moft  excellent  and  beft  of  other  beings  is 
originally  from  him  5  and  yet  when  all  united 
is  but  a  fhadow  and  imperfeft  copy,  and  faint 
refemblance  of  his !  That  his  thoughts  and 
way^s  of  mercy  are  above  them  all,  as  the  Heavens 
are  high  above  the  earth,  yea,  that  they  are  no^ 
thing,  and  lejs  than  nothing  and  vanity  u^hen 
compared  with  his.  The  thought  of  his  infinite 
power,  his  unerring  wifdom,  his  perfed:  recti- 
tude of  nature,  his  fupreme  dominion,  an4 
univerfal  kingdom,  is  truly  awful,  and  mufl 
itrike  the  mind  with  an  holy  reverence  and 
fear ;  but  when  I  confider  that  this  infinitely 
blelled  and  glorious  being  is  the  author  of  my 
nature,  my  Father,  and  my  Friend,  who  made 
me  for  happinefs,  and  intends,  by  all  the  me- 
thods of  his  providence,  \.o  promote  it  i  who  of- 
fers himfelf  to  me  as  my  portion  and  exceeding 
great  reward,  and  bids  me  hope  for  immortal 
bleffings,  and  the  moft  fubft-antial  and  fatisfy- 
ing  proofs  of  his  favour  :  O  I  how  pkafmg  is 
the  awe  that  fpreads  itfelf  through  the  mind, 
when  grace  and  mercy  take  away  the  terror 
Xif  it:  And  the  thought  of  never  failing  cofn- 
paiTion  attempers  and  foftens  it !  The  belief 
of  a  Godj  whofe  charader  it  is  that  he  is  goad 

la 
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to  ally  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works  'y  cloathed  with  compaflion,  and  feated 
on  a  throne  of  eternal  grace,  attentive  to  all 
his  creatures  wants;  and  whofe  high  pleafure 
is  to  fupport  and  relieve  them ;  this  is  the 
mod  refrefhing  and  delightful  thought  that 
can  enter  into  the  mind  of  man.  And  the 
difpofition  of  that  perfon  muft  be  the  mod 
unnatural,  criminal  and  difordered,  who  doth 
not  glory  and  rejoice  in  the  confideration  of 
it.     But, 

2.  As  the  confideration  of  God's  loving 
kindnefs  is  that  which  renders  the  belief  of 
his  being  infinitely  grateful  and  pleafing ;  fo 
it  vn^kt^hh providence 2indi  government  unfpeak- 
ably  dejirable,  the  obje(5t  of  every  reafonable 
being's  wifh,  and  what  mufl:  yield  him  the 
moft  perfed:  contentment,  tranquilhty,  and 
peace  of  mind,  when  he  attends  to  the  ferious 
confideration  and  belief  of  it.  For  from  the 
adminiftration  of  fuch  a  being,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  there  can  proceed  any  thing  unreafonable, 
fevere  and  cruel,  any  appointments  contrary 
to  equity,  any  laws  arbitrary  and  rigorous,  or 
any  punifhment  inconfiftent  with  jufiice  and 
the  maxims  and  didates  of  generofity  and 
compaflion.  And  there  is  no  reafonable  being 
in  the  univerfe,  who  is  in  that  difpofition  he 
ought  to  be,  who  anfwers  the  end  of  his 
formation,  and  ads  agreeable  to  the  efientia^ 
laws  of  his  own  nature,  that  can  have  any 
jufl  reafon  to  fear  the  confequence  of  fuch  a 
providence,  or  to  be  apprehenfive  that  any 
^  hurtful 
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hurtful  and  defl:ru6live  effe(5ts  can  ever  arifc 
to  himfelf  or  others  from-  it. 

On  the  contrarv,  he  hath  every  thing  to 
hope  for,  which  the  general  welfare  and  or- 
der, and  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  indivi- 
duals can  render  expedient  and  neceffary. 
Becaufe  wheve  perfi^  benevolence  hath  iht  per- 
petual dire5tiofi  of  wifdom  and  power,  the 
great  employment  of  wifdom  cannot  but  be  to 
find  out  fu'it  able  object  s^  on  which  goodnefs  may 
exert  itfelf,  and  various  methods  how  to  diver- 
iify  the  fruits  of  it :  And  power  will  be  ufed 
to  render  the  meafures  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
univerfally  effeBual. 

It  is  true  of  the  fcanty  and  confined  mea- 
fures of  goodnefs  that  jnen  polTcfs,  that  the 
liberal  foul  devifeth  liberal  things,  and  is  habi- 
tually employed  in  confulting,  how  he  may 
gratify  the  generous  didtates  of  his  heart. 
But  place  infinite  wifdom,  goodnefs  and  power 
at  the  head  of  the  univerfe,  commit  the  reins 
of  government  to  a  being  pofTeiTed  of  all  thcfe 
perfediions,  fuppofe  him  abfolutely  happy  in 
his  nature,  incapable  of  want,  above  the  pof- 
fibility  of  receiving  any  addition  to  his  original 
fulnefs ;  entirely  free  from  palTion,  anger, 
ill-will,  envy,  malice,  and  all  ielfifli  and  par- 
tial aftedions ;  conceive  of  him  as  pofieffed  of 
all  the  kind,  generous,  benevolent  difpofitions, 
as  acquainted  with  every  polTible  m.ethod  of 
doing  good,  and  having  it  irrefiflibly  in  his 
power  to  confer  all  kinds  of  benefits  and 
tlcfiings  \   as  prefiding  over  the  whole,    and 

ten- 
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tenderly    careful    of  every    individual  :     And 
mufl  not  fuch  a  providence  be  the  happincfs  of 
the  world,  and  an  unfpeakable  benefit  to  every 
linsle  creature    that  exifis    in  it  ?    Muft  not 
every  thoughtful  being  rejoice  znA  triumph,  that 
God  reigns y  2^n6L  doth  whatever  it  p!eafes^hi?n,  in 
the  armies  of  Heaven,  and  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth;    that  there  is   no  refifting 
his  hand,  nor  fruftrating  the  execution  of  his 
defigns  ?    Can  any  thing  be  really  amifs  in  his 
adminiftration,  or  can  the  thought  of  his  go- 
vernment give  a  moment's  diftrefs  and  pain  to 
a  refleding  and  rightly  formed  mind  ?    Yea, 
muft    it   not   be   the   effedual  cure   of  every 
anxiety,  the  mofl:  fubllantial  relief  under  all 
the  uncertainties   and  diftrefles  of  our  beings, 
and  afford  the  utmoft  fatisfadion  and  fupport, 
under  every  burthen  that  a(3:ually  oppreffes  us, 
and  under  every  evil  that  threatens  and  ap- 
proaches us  ?  For  it  is  impoffible   any  thing 
he  doth,  or  that  comes  to  pals  by  his  order  or 
appointment,  can  be  really  and  upon  the  whole 
evil ;  it  muft  have   a  kind  intention,  have  the 
charader  of  goodnefs  inftampt   upon  it,    and 
be   defigned   to  promote  fome  excellent  and 
valuable  purpofe ;    nor  can  there  be  any  evil 
which    may    arife    from    the   free    agency    of 
any  of  his  creatures,  and  which  they  may  at- 
tempt through  the  abufe  of  their  active  pow- 
ers,   which  he  will  not  be  able  to  over-rule, 
and  which  fliall  not  eventually  be  fo  dlred:ed, 
as   to  bring  about  fome  event  conducive  to 
the  general  welfare,    or  the  fpecial  benefit  of 
thofe  whom  he  approves  and  favours.     In  this 

view, 
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view,  the  government  of  God  is  the  fource  of 
innumerable  benefits  to  the  world ;  the  order 
and  peace  of  which  cannot  be  maintained  and 
fecured  without  government,  nor  fail  of  the 
moft  effectual  fupport  under  the  direction  of 
an  infinitely  wife  and  good  one.     And, 

3.  This  loving  kindnefs  and  mercy  of  God, 
as  it  renders  his  providence  truly  defirable  in  it- 
felf,  fo  it  naturally  excites  all  the  moft  pleajing 
pajftons  and  affeSlions  of  our  fouls,  creates  that 
confidence  and  hope  in  it,  which  fettles  and  efla- 
blifhes  the  mind,  and  awakens  the  lively  ex- 
pe(flation  of  receiving  that  protection  and 
conllant  fupply,  on  which  the  continuance  of 
our  being  and  perpetuity  of  our  happinefs  de- 
pend. It  is  impoiTible  that  infinite  goodnefs  • 
can  be  reflected  on,  as  an  effential  and  immu- 
table principle  in  the  great  governor  of  the 
world,  without  attracting  the  hope  of  thofe 
who  are  under  it,  and  are  fenlible  how  much 
they  want  the  protedlion,  guidance  and  bene- 
fit of  it.  The  heart  will  be  (Irongly  attracted 
to  it,  grow  warm  with  expectation  of  good 
from  it,  and  forebode  to  itfelf  the  gratification 
of  all  its  befl  and  moft  important  defires.  It  will 
immediately  perceive  that  there  is  no  neceffary 
good  too  great  to  be  beyond  the  grant  of  di- 
vine benevolence  -,  and  that  all  the  fubflantial 
bleflings  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  pardon  and 
grace  and  eternal  life,  are  worthy  the  promife 
of  him  who  is  the  permanent  and  living 
fource  of  all  perfeftion  and  happinefs.  But 
this  will  be  particularly  conlidered  in  the  next 
difcourfe,   in  the  mean  time  let  us  all  efiablift) 

our- 
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ourfelves  in  the  belief  of  this  charader  of  God 
as  infinitely  kind  and  good,  take  care  not  to 
forfeit  our  intereft  in  his  favour  5  and  in  the 
chearful  and  conftant  difcharge  of  our  proper 
duty,  take  the  comfort  that  arifes  from  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  providence  and  government 
of  God,  and  make  the  refolution  of  the 
Pfalmiji  our  own,  as  for  us,  we  will  trufi  in 
the  mercy  of  God  far  ever  and  ever. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     ir. 

The  Goodnefs  of  God  a  fure  Foun- 
dation of  our  Truft. 

Psalm  xxxvi.  7, 

Hsw  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefs,  O  God  f 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  trufi 
under  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings. 

Have  obferved  to  you  before,  that  the  only 
foundation  of  a  rational  and  chearful  trull 
in  God  is  the  confideration  of  his  mercy  and 
goodnefs.  As  our  condition  of  being  is  fubjedl 
to  perpetual  wants  and  dangers,  we  have  need 
of  a  more  powerful  proteiftion  than  our  own, 
and  of  a  fupply  equally  large  and  conftant, 
with  the  daily  returning  wants  of  our  nature. 
But  as  the  exercife  and  effecfts  of  goodnefs 
are  impoffible,  without  real  goodnefs  and 
benevolence  of  difpofition,  we  can  have  no 
dependence  or  expe(ftation  from  any  being 
whatfoever,  who  is  incapable  of  fentiments 
of  compaflion,  and  void  of  that  generolity 
and  benignity  of  temper,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  fixed  motive  to  confer  benefits 
and  favours  \    God  therefore  becomes  the  ob- 
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jeft  of  our  confidence  and  truft,  as  he  Is  the 
Father  of  mercy  and  the  God  of  grace ;  and  as 
goodnefs  is  an  effential  and  immutable  part  of 
his  charadber.  It  is  this  that  renders  the  thought 
of  his  being  dehghtfuh  that  makes  his  pro- 
vidence and  government  dcfirable  and  beneficial ; 
and  that  naturally  excites  the  n\o9i  pkafing  paf- 
Jions  and  affedions,  and  awakens  the  lively  cx- 
peSiation  of  receiving  at  his  hands  every  thing 
needful  for  life  and  godlinefs  :  And  I  am  now 
to  fnew  you, 

II.  That  the  goodnefs  of  God  will  jufiify  all 
our  largef  hopes  and  expectations  from  him,  and 
deferves  the  mofl  intire  and  chearful  tn.iji  and 
confidence  that  we  can  place  in  him.  Known 
benevolence  and  goodnefs  in  men,  encourage 
the  application  oi  others  to  them,  and  the  fe- 
cret  afiurance  that  they  fliall  fucceed  in  their 
defires,  is  the  very  reafon  that  determiries  us 
to  make  fuch  application  to  them.  Goodnefs 
is  in  its  nature  compaffionate  and  tender,  it  is 
communicative  and  liberal,  its  necefiary  ten- 
dency is  to  confer  benefits  and  diffufc  b.appinefs^ 
according  to  its  ability  and  power.  Without 
this  difpoiition,  goodnefs  is  a  mere  empty  name, 
and  all  pretence  to  it,  detefiable  hypocriiy  ; 
as  the  apodle  argues,  with  refpetl  to  humail 
charity  and  the  pretence  to  it.  If  a  brother 
cr  ffier  be  naked  *,  and  defitute  of  daily  food, 
and  one  of  you  fay  unto  them^  depart  in  peace, 
be  ye  warmed  and  filled;  notiDitbJl abiding  yi 
give  them  not  thofe  things  that  are  needjul  to 

•  James  ii.   15,  i^. 
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the  body  ;  what  doth  it  profit  f  What  do  all 
theie  kind  fpeeches  and  external  exprelTions 
of  concern  for  their  relief  fignify,  if  the  hand 
be  withheld,  and  what  they  want  be  wholly 
denied  them  ?  So  in  like  manner,  with  refpe(5t 
to  the  divine  goodnefs.  Could  we  fuppofe  it  to 
be  only  a  v[\txt  fruit lefs  compaffion  and  ineffec- 
tual wifli,  a  dilpolition  not  ftrong  and  power- 
ful enough  to  become  active,  and  exert  itfelf 
in  correfpondcnt  fruits.  What  would  it  profit  ? 
What  one  reafonable  expeiftation  could  be  de- 
rived from  it,  or  in  what  fingle  inftance  could 
it  mfnifter  to  the  welfare  of  mankind  ?  But  as 
it  is  impolTible  to  conceive  of  goodnefs  in  dif- 
polition,  without  an  anfwerable  propenfity  ac- 
tually to  do  good ;  or  to  conceive  of  fuch  a 
difpofition  in  an  infinite  being,  without  an 
equal  power  to  a6t  agreeable  to  the  dictates 
and  tendency  of  it  ;  (o  the  placing  an  intire, 
unlimited  trufi  in  God,  is  a  rational  and  becofn- 
ing  inflance  of  honour  and  homage  paid  to  him, 
and  equally  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  com- 
fort of  cur  beings.     For  confider, 

1.  The  goodnefs  of  God  is  fupremey  and  in- 
jBnitely  funerior  to  that  of  all  created  beings  ; 
confequeiitly,  ouv  fupreme  and  ulti?nate  tnfi 
and  confidence  is  due  to,  and  (hould  be  placed 
in  him.  This  was  the  general  belief  of  the 
heathens  themfelves,  v/ho  ftiled  their  king 
and  fovereign  of  gods  and  men,  Optimus 
Maximus,  befi  and  greatefi ;  and  is  the  do6trine 
exprefly  taught  by  our  ble fed  Lord,  who  in  an- 
fwer  to  one  who  fliled  him  good  wafer,  replied ; 
6  Wh^ 
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Why  calleft  thou  me  good,  there  is  none  good  but 
one,  that  is  God^.  That  is,  comparatively , 
none  in  the  highed:  and  moil  perfe6t  fenib, 
none  originally,  fupremely  good,  but  God ; 
none,  that  hath  the  ability  and  difpoiition  to 
be  good  hke  him.  Inferior  beings  have  their 
meafures  and  degrees  of  goodnefs,  kind  and 
benevolent  difpofitions,  implanted  in  them  by 
God  who  formed  them,  and  which  they  can- 
not utterly  deface  and  extinguifh,  without 
an  abfolute  and  entire  corruption  and  perver- 
iion  of  their  nature.  And  according  as  this 
difpuiition  prevails,  there  is  a  degree  of  truft 
and  confidence  which  they  deferve,  and  which 
indeed  we  cannot  help  placing  in  them.  A 
good  prince^  juilly  merits  the  eftccm  of  his 
lubjed:s,  who  may  reafonably  exped:  all  the 
bleffings  of  a  kind  and  equitable  adminiftra- 
tion  and  government  from  him.  It  would  be 
unnatural  ingratitude  in  children  to  treat 
good  parents  with  diffidence,  and  not  to  affure 
themfelves  of  every  favour  from  them  which 
they  could  prudently  give.  Friendfiip  is  formed 
upon  mutual  confidence  and  truft,  and  cannot 
fubfill  a  moment,  but  upon  this  foundation. 
But  as  all  created  goodnefs  is  limited  and  im- 
perfect, may  decay  by  time,  may  be  weakened 
by  change  of  intereil  and  tempers,  there  is 
no  abfolute  confidence  to  be  placed  in  it ;  nor  can 
we  entirely  and  at  all  events  depend  on  the 
continuance  or  good  elfedts  of  it.  If  the  kind 
and  bene.vQlent  difpofition  {hould  always  re- 

•  Matt.  xix.  17. 
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main  the  flime,  their  abilities  to  do  good  m ay- 
be  leflened,  and  wholly  fail  them ;  for  all  ex- 
ternal circumftances  are  precarious,  and  the 
warmeft  benevolence  may  be  frequently  ftrait- 
ened,  and  rendered  deftitute  of  the  power  to 
gratify  its  own  beft  and  kindeft  inclinations. 
And  therefore  no  external  condition  of  out- 
ward profoerity  in  ourfelves,  or  others,  is 
ever  to  be  looked  on  as  fo  ftable  and  firm,  as 
to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  providence  and  ac- 
cident to  deilroy.  And.  therefore  though  ac- 
cording to  human  views,  riches  and  plenty, 
ma)t  be  deemed  fome  fecurity  againfl  the  wants 
and  necefiities  of  life,  and  thofe  who  are  blelTed 
with  them,  fl:iould  fo  far  regard  them,  as  to- 
live  without  all  anxiety  as  to  future  wants,  and 
chearfuUy  and  thankfully  enjoy  the  bounties- 
of  providence  j  yet  fhouid  they  not  imagine 
that  their  T?2ou?itain  is  fofirojig,  as  that  it  cannot 
be  movedy  nor  triiji  in  uncertain  riches :  But  as 
they  who  remember,  that  all  thefe  fources  of 
good  may  be  dried  up,  and  all  earthly  perfec- 
tion may  wholly  fail  them,  Ihould  enjoy 
what  they  have  without  confidence  and  vanity, 
and  without  prefumptuoufly  affuring  them- 
felves  that  their  profperity  iLall  be  perpetual 
and  conftant.  And  whatever  fecurity  they  may 
promife  tliem.felves,  it  iliould  not  be  from  any 
dependence  on  human  goodnefs,  or  their  owii 
outward  circumftances  in  life,  which  may  ail 
entirely  difappoint  them;  but  from  the  gra- 
cious difpofals  of  God's  over-ruling  goodnefs, 
and  the  hope  of  a  continual  (hare  in  his  pro- 
tection and  favour.     Second  caufes  and  inft ru- 
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mental  means  of  happinefs  (hould  not  be 
^wholly  overlooked ;  but  the  fupreme,  ultimate 
trufh  of  the  foul  be  diredcd  to,  and  fixed  on 
Godi  who  alone  is  worthy  to  be  the  obje6l  of 
it,  and  who  only  can  prevent  our  final  difap- 
polntment.  Infinite  goodnefs  alone  deferves 
this  inflance  of  homage,  and  can  only  judify, 
anfwer,  and  reward  it.     Again, 

2.  As  the  goodnefs  oj  God  is  fuprejiie^  and 
therefore  challenges  our  ultimate  trujl^  fo  it  is 
an  immutable  perje^ion^  and  deferves  our  habi- 
tual and  conjlant  trufc.  I  am  like  a  green  oVrcc 
tree  in  the  houfe  of  God \^  fiouriQiing  like  an 
olive  tree  in  its  full  verdure  and  ftrength, 
planted  in  the  courts  of  God's  houfe ;  /  trufi 
in  the  mercy  of  God  jor  ever  and  ever.  No- 
thing {hall  fliake  my  confidence  in  him,  nor 
ever  caufe  my  expedation  from  his  mercy  to 
fail ;  and  the  immutable  nature  and  perfedions 
of  God,  are  a  juft  reafon  for  this  refolution. 
For  goodnefs  in  him,  is  an  eternal,  fixed  prin- 
ciple, that  admits  of  no  variation,  that  is  fub- 
jed:  to  no  decay,  and  time  and  circumftances 
can  never  alter  it.  Neither  his  difpofition  or 
power  to  do  good  can  ever  ceafe;  whilll  his 
creatures  continue  he  can  never  vv^ant  objeds 
on  which  to  exercife  his  mercy ;  his  original 
fulnefs  can  never  be  exhaufted ;  whilft  he  is 
pofiTefied  of  infinite  wifdom,  he  can  never  be 
at  a  lofs  for  methods  to  communicate  the  ef- 
.  feds  of  it  ^  whilfi:  all  power  belongs  to  him, 
he  will  continue  able  to  confer  the  moft  fub- 
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ftantial  favours,  and  a(ft  agreeable  to  the  mod: 
liberal  dictates  of  his  benevolence.  As  his 
abfolute  reditude  of  nature  can  never  be  im- 
paired, nor  his  love  and  approbation  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  ever  leflen  ;  the  faithful  and  upright 
will  never  ceafe  to  be  the  objeds  of  his  pe- 
culiar care,  nor  to  be  dillinguillied  by  peculiar 
grants  and  inftances  ot  goodnefs ;  He  is  the 
Father  of  lights  -f*,  the  great  fource  of  all  peace, 
and  comfort  and  happinefs ;  ^i;^;)'  good gift^ 
and  every  perfeB  gijt,  comes  jrom  him,  and  with 
him,  is  no  variablenefs  or  fiadow  of  turning :  No 
defect  in  the  light  that  he  communicates, 
nothing  that  can  obfcure  or  fhadow  over  the 
glory  of  his  goodnefs,  no  variation  and  change 
of  the  kind  and  gracious  difpofitions  in  him  j 
fo  that  the  foundation  of  good  men's  hope  in 
God,  is  fleadfaft  and  immutable,  as  his  being 
and  nature,  and  the  failure  of  their  trufl:  in 
him,  muft  ever  be  unreafonable  and  fmful. 
Again, 

3.  The  goodnefs  of  God  is  uni-verfaU  extend- 
ing to  all  perfons,  and  to  all  circumilances  of 
their  being ;  capable  of  exerting  itfelf  in  all 
inilances  and  feafons,  and  of  bellov/ing  every 
kind  of  blelTmg,  every  pofTible  ingredient  of 
happinefs  in  every  iituation  and  condition  in 
life,  anfwerablc  to  every  one's  nature,  and  to 
every  kind  of  neceflity  to  which  he  can  be  at 
any  time  whatfcever  fubje(^.  And  therefore  it 
is  a  folid  foundation  for  trufting  in  him  for 
every  good  thing  we  need,  in  every  danger  that 
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we  are  liable  to,  and  in  every  alteration  of  our 
ftate  in  the  preicnt  life,  and  for  tliofe  more 
fubftantial  and  durable  blefiings,  which  are 
the  portion  and  inheritance  of  the  life  and 
world  to  come.  My  God  '■jdUI  fupply  all  your 
'wa?2ts,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory  in 
Chrifi-\.  As  he  formed  us  the  creatures  that 
we  are,  it  is  impoiiible  he  fhould  be  a  flranger 
to  any  of  thofe  capacities  which  he  himfelf 
has  given  us.  As  he  knows  the  imperfcdion 
and  dependence  of  our  natures,  none  of  our 
wants  can  ever  be  a  fecret,  or  be  ever  concealed 
from  him.  As  he  is  acquainted  with  every 
thing  that  paiTes  in  our  hearts,  all  our  mod 
fecret  defires  and  wiflies  are  fully  underllood 
by  him.  As  he  is  the  univerfal  proprietor, 
the  difpofal  of  all  good  is  abfolutely  at  his 
pleafure.  As  he  clearly  difcerns  what  relief 
we  need,  in  every  circumflance  of  our  being, 
the  fittefl  feafon  for  granting  it,  and  has  the 
means  in  his  own  hand,  how  to  convey  and 
beftow  it;  and  never  wants  the  difpodtion  to 
affift  and  fuccour  us  in  every  emergency  of 
life  ',  the  eye  fhould  be  directed  to  him,  and 
the  defires  of  our  hearts  for  all  needed  grace, 
to  help  us  in  every  time  of  our  diftrefs,  fliould 
be  offered  to  him  with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs, 
and  with  a  full  alfarance,  that  he  will  with- 
hold no  really  good  thing  from  us.  Whether 
our  prelTures  be  of  a  fpiritual  or  temporal 
kind,    whether  our  wants   relate  to  life,    or 

t  Philip,  iv.  ig. 
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godlinefs ;  whether  we  are  folicitous  for  the 
bleffings  of  time,  or  eternity  -,  our  refuge 
fliould  be  in  the  univerfal  Father  and  Friend, 
Nothing  (lioulcl  tempt  us,  to  queftion  his  abi- 
lity o.  readinefs  to  grant  us  what  is  proper, 
or  caufe  us  to  defpair  of  that  feafonable  (up- 
ply  of  mercy  that  he  knows  we  need.  Under 
all  worldly  diftrelTes,  his  good  providence  can 
fupport  and  provide  for  us;  under  melan- 
choly and  darknefs  of  mind,  the  Father  of 
lights  can  difperfe  the  gloom,  and  caufe  the 
da}^  fpring  of  peace  and  comfort  to  arife  in  our 
breads.  Under  temptations  he  can  animate 
and  flrengthen  us ;  under  the  confcioufnefs  of 
fin  and  guilt,  he  can  heal  the  ivoundcd  fpirit  and 
revive  us  with  the  voice  of  pardon.  Under  the 
acknowledged  corruption  of  our  nature,  he 
can  renew  its  loil;  rectitude,  and  reftore  all 
the  enfeebled  powers  of  reafon.  Under  the 
fears  of  death,  he  can  arm  with  fortitude  and 
refignation,  and  infpire  the  glorious  hope  of  a 
blelled  immortality.  So  that  there  is  no  want 
fo  preilin^  which  divine  goodnefs  cannot  re- 
lieve ;  no  difficulty  fo  great,  out  of  which 
that  cannot  extricate  us ;  no  defire  fo  large, 
which  that  cannot  fatisK';  no  bleiiing  of  that 
worth  and  value,  which  his  benevolence  will 
refufe  tp  beflow  on  fuch  as  are  capable  of 
receiving  it,  and  where  it  is  becoming  his  cha- 
ra(fter  to  vouchfafe  it.  And  what  is  peculiarly 
liiitable  to  our  condition,  no  unworthinefs  fo 
aggravated,  over  which  his  grace  will  not  de- 
light to  triumph,  where  there  is  a  becoming 
fenfe,  and  an  humble  acknowledgement  of  it  4 
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and  therefore,  it  is  impoffible  that  there  can  be 
any  fuppofeable  circumftance  of  our  being, 
in  which  we  are  rightly  prepared  for  the  mercy 
we  want,  but  we  may  realonably  and  chear- 
fully  expedl  it,  and  truft  in  infinite  goodnefs 
and  mercy  for  the  grant  of  it.     Again, 

4.  It  is  a  farther  fupport  of  our  trufl  and 
confidence  in  God,  that  goodnefs  is  the  pre- 
vailing charaBer  imprefied  on  all  bis  works,  ap- 
pears uppermofl  in  every  individual  being,  and 
is  clearly  legible  in  the  whole  frame  of  nature 
and  conftitution  of  things.  The  marks  of 
'ivifdom  lie  more  hidden  from  our  perception, 
and  are  not  often  to  be  difcerned  without  deep 
penetration,  and  curious  fearch  into  the  firuc- 
ture  and  formation  of  the  objeds  we  behold. 
In  confequence  of  this  indeed,  there  arife  the 
moil  furprizing  and  aftonifliing  inftances  of 
the  prudence  and  wifdom  of  the  divine  ar- 
chitect. But  the  indications  of  ^W/z^i  ^^ci;^r 
themfehes  in  the  firll:  and  moft  curfory  view  of 
things ;  and  as  no  worthy  reafon  can  be  af-^ 
figned  for  the  original  produdlion  of  the  world 
by  the  power  of  the  Creator,  but  the  rich 
overflowings  of  his  eternal  goodnefs,  and  his 
fixed  purpofe  to  communicate  the  efFedls  of  it; 
fo  it  is  impoffible  but  that  muft  be  the  original 
motive  to  creation.  For  the  whole  frame  is  io 
conftituted,  as  that  the  moment  it  is  beheld,  it 
demonftrates  a  defign  of  goodnefs,  and  im- 
mediately excites  all  the  pleafing  paffions  an4 
affections  of  our  nature  in  the  contemplation 
of  it.  And  every  individual  is  alfo  formed  for 
happinefs,    and    endowed  with  the   necefiary 
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powers  t®  fecure  it  in  greater  or  leiTer  inflances. 
Now  this  affords  a  very  fubftantial  reafon  for 
truft  in  God,  becaufe  this  demonflrates  the 
nature  and  intention  o^  that  univerfal  provi^ 
^ence  which  God  exercifes  over  all  things; 
and  fliews  that  it  mull  be  conformable  to  the 
original  fcheme  of  goodnefs,  of  which  crea- 
tion was  the  beginning.  For  it  is  impoliible, 
and  a  contradidion  in  terms  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  dejign  oi creation  and  providence  can  be  dif- 
ferent and  repugnant  to  each  other  ;  and  that 
providence  can  be  intended  and  managed  fo  as 
to  4ef£at  the  kind  and  benevolent  purpofe  of 
creation,  becaufe  that  would  be  to  make  God 
oppofe  and  vary  from  himfelf,  to  charge  him 
with .  inconflancy  and  mutability,  and  the 
greateft  defect  in  wifdom  or  in  goodnefs,  or 
rather  in  both.  But  if  the  providence  and 
government  of  God  be,  in  the  whole  of  it, 
intended  to  fecure  the  happinefs  of  God's 
creatures,  fo  far  as  they  are  capable  of,  and  fit 
for  it;  religious  and  virtuous  perfons  have 
then  the  utmoft  fecurity  that  their  welfare 
ihall  be  effectually  provided  for,  and  that  the 
3vhole  conduct  of  providence  fhaH  tend  finally 
to  fecure  and  promote  it.  Or  in  fcripture 
language,  that  all  things  jkall  work  together  for 
thetr  good.  And  therefore  they  may  alTure 
themfelves  with  an  un(haken  confidence  and 
iruft,  that  all  the  paths  of  God  towards  the^n, 
fiall  he  mercy  and  truth ;  and  that  no  circum- 
ilance  fhali  in  the  end  feparate  them  from  bis 
iovey  nor  difappoint  their  hopes  in  his  power 
zoA  goodnefs.     But, 
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5.  Though   we  cannot  fuppofe  any  oppo- 
fition  of  palTions,   or  contrariety  of  perfedions 
in  God,    that  can  folicit    and  draw  him  into 
contradidory    and    inconfiftent    meafures,    or 
that  demand  to  be  illuftrated  and  glorified  to 
the  obfcuring  or  prejudice  of  others ;    yet  we 
may  truly  f^y,    that  the  exercjfe  of  goodnefs  is 
peculiarly  plefing  to  God,  and  that  this  is  that 
divine  attribute  which  he  delights  to  exalt,  and 
in  which  he  would  be  peculiarly  known  and 
regarded  by  all  his  reafonable  creatures.     This 
is   an  ancient  obfervation  of  a  very  wife  and 
great  man,  the  roval  Pfalmifl:,   who  declares  ; 
Iwillworpip  towards  thy  holy  temple,  andpraije 
thy  name  for  thy  loving  kindnefs  and  for  thy  truth', 
for  thou  hafl  ?nagnified  thy  word  above  all  thy 
72ame  *.     That  is,    demonftrated  and  glorified 
thy  veracity  2^\-i^ fidelity  in  accomplifhing  the 
purpofes  and  promifes  of  thy  goodnefs,  above  all 
the  other  characters  and  perfections  of  thy  na- 
ture.     And  of  this  the  univerfal  experience  of 
mankind  teftifies  the  truth.     For  though  jW^- 
7nents  Ao  fometimes  come  abroad  in  the  world, 
and  God  makes  himfelf,    on  particular  occa- 
fions,  known  by  the  terrible  things  in  righte- 
oufnefs  which  he   executes  upon  heinous  and 
incorrigible  offenders,  yet  the  proofs  of  goodnefs 
are  perpetual  and  confiant.     Judgments  God 
inflicts  with  a  very  fparing  hand,  and  on  par- 
ticular occafions,  which  fliews  that  in  this  he 
aa:s  as  it  were  with  reluctance  and  unwilling- 
nefs:    But  the  favours  he  confers  are    innu- 
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merable,  and  the  efFe(fts  of  his  bounty  never 
ceafe  :  An  abundant  proof,  that  in  conferring 
thefe,  he  a(fts  with  the  utmoft  vvilhngnefs, 
and  that  iii  thefe  things  he  delights.  And  by 
c;onfequence,  the  firm  and  conftant  expe-flation 
of  mercy  and  grace  from  God  is  well  found- 
ed 'y  becaufe  it  is  expelling  that  God  will  do 
what  is  peculiarly  grateful  to  him,  and  what 
he  delights  to  exercife  himfelf  in  more,  than 
in  any  other  kind  of  works  whatfoever.  And 
if  the  things  we  truft  in  God  to  confer  on  us, 
be  fuch  as  are  bed  for  us  to  receive,  and  fit 
for  God  to  give ;  and  we  are  rightly  pre- 
pared and  difpofed  for  the  mercy,  our  confi- 
dence in  him  will  not  be  difappointed. 
Again, 

6.  The  whole  go/pel  re'uelation,  is  calculated 
to  manifeji  the  riches  of  the  grace  of  God^  and 
eftablirii  our  hope  and  truft  in  the  divine 
compaffion  and  goodnefs.  There  is  but  little 
comparatively  faid  of  the  power  and  holinefs, 
and  juftice,  and  anger  of  God.  Thefe  attri- 
butes are,  as  it  were,  but  occafionally  mention- 
ed, and  but  feldom  touched  on.  No,  though 
io  much  is  faid  of  thefe  more  awful  perfedions 
as  is  fufiicient  to  ftrike  us  with  awe,  and  ex- 
cite in  us  a  holy  fear  and  caution  not  to  in- 
cur his  difpleafure;  yet  unqueftionably  the 
governing  intention  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  repre- 
sent to  us  the  divine  goodnefs  in  the  ftrongefh 
and  moft  affediing  manner,  and  to  bring  man- 
kind into  a  firm  belief  and  opinion  of,  and 
chearful  dependence  on  the  free,  undeferved, 
foverei^n   merciss  of  God.     This  is  fpoken 
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of  in  almofl  every  page  of  the  facred  writings, 
the  moft  encouraging  defcriptions  are  given  of 
it,  the  nobleft  promifes  fet  before  us,  as  the 
fruits,  invaluable  privileges  are  befiowed  in 
proof  of  it,  and  the  whole  fchcme  of  redemp- 
tion is  founded  on,  and  receives  all  its  fecurity. 
from  the  divine  benevolence  and  grace.  The 
whole  of  our  bleffed  Saviour  s  Mediation,  every 
thing  that  he  did,  every  character  that  he 
fuftains,  hath  the  fame  tendency,  to  illuftrate 
and  proclaim  this  favourite  reigning  attribute, 
the  loving  kindnefs  of  God.  He  came  into 
the  world,  full  of  grace ^  to  reveal  the  eternal: 
counfels  of  mercy,  and  upon  an  errand  of 
Qt&xr\2\  fahatio?2.  He  diedy  as  the  great  proof 
of  God's  reconcileable  nature ;  and  to  render 
the  adual  exercife  of  mercy,  confident  with 
the  views,  and  reconcileable  Vv'ith  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  moral  government.  And  his 
hting  fet  forth  as  the  propitiation  for  fm,  was 
intended  to  be  a  perpetual  ajjurance  to  the 
world,  that  God  in  him  was  reconciling  the 
ivorldto  himfelf  not  imputing  to  thofe  ivho  believe 
in  him  their  trefpaffes.  His  intercefjion  and  ad- 
vocacy in  Hfcaven,  hath  the  fame  intention  to 
create  in  us  full  perfuaiion  and  confidence^ 
that  neither  the  meannefs  of  our  perfons,  nor 
the  finfulnefs  of  our  condition,  that  neither 
the  number  nor  aggravation  of  our  fins,  nor 
our  many  forfeitures  of  the  divine  favour, 
fliall  be  any  bar  to  our  obtaining  mercy  j  if 
we  will  be  perfuaded  to  repent  and  turn  unto 
Gody  2:^^  flee  for  refuge  to  the  help  that  is  fet 
before  us :    And  to  aSure  us  beyond  all  poffi- 
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bility  of  doubt  of  obtaining  mercy  snd  grace 
to  help  us  in  every  time  of  need.  The  mercy 
of  God  is  the  grand  reprefentation  of  the  gof- 
pel,  of  which  every  principle  and  dodrine  m 
it,  is  a  clear  manifeftation,  illuftration  and 
fubftantial  proof. 

Now  how  powerful  are  the  motives  arifing 
from  hence,  for  fincere  chriftians  to  place  the 
iitmofi  confidence  in  God,  and  to  affure  their 
hearts  of  finding  grace  and  favour  with  hmi  ? 
Why  fo  many  reprefentations  of  mercy  ? 
Why  all  thofe  folemn  declarations  of  grace  ? 
Why  fuch  numerous  promifes  of  divine  good- 
nefs ;  but  to  fill  the  hearts  of  finful  men  with 
hope,  and  to  infpire  their  breads  with  the 
largefl  expectations  of  receiving  from  God, 
every  thing  ellential  and  neceflary  to  their 
true  happinefs  ?  Would  God  have  fent  his 
only  Son  to  proclaim  his  good  nefs  to  the 
world,  to  declare  the  fovereign  riches  of  his 
mercy,  and  to  offer  to  their  acceptance,  the 
moft  valuable  fruits  and  eitecls  of  it ;  had  it 
not  been  his  intention  to  perfuade  finners  of 
his  tender  afFe6llon  and  gracious  intentions 
towards  them,  and  to  prevent  every  jealouiy 
and  fiifpicion  of  their  being  finally  rejedied 
from  his  favour  ?  Why  would  he  have  fixed 
the  terms  of  their  acceptince,  but  to  prevail 
on  finners  to  fubmit  to  them  ;  that  being  re- 
conciled to  God,  and  jufiified  bv  faith,  they 
might  have  flrong  confolation,  by  placing  the 
ftrongeft  dependence  on  the  promifes  and  af- 
furances  he  hath  given  them  ?  If  God  hath 
given  his  Son  to  obtain  eternal  redemption  for 

us ', 
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us ;  how  undeniable  is  the  inference,  how- 
firm  fhould  be  our  perfuafion,  t/?at  God  will 
with  him  freely  give  us  all  things  f  And  how 
juflly  may  we,  from  the  coniideration  of  the 
abundant  provifion  that  he  hath  made  for 
our  recovery  and  falvation,  by  Jefus  Chrift,' 
glory  in  Gody  as  our  reconciled  Father  and  af- 
fured  Friend  :  And  dirmiffing  all  apprehen- 
fions  and  fears  of  being  rejeded  by  this  befl: 
of  beings,  take  up  the  words  of  the  infpired 
Apoftle,  and  with  the  utmofl  chearfulnefs  and 
fullefl:  confidence  of  foul,  fay,  with  him ;  IFhe- 
ther  Paul,  or  Apollosy  or  Cephas,  or  the  world, 
or  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to 
come  J  all  are  ours  j  for  we  are  Chrifs,  and 
Chriji  is  God's,  *.  And  thus  have  I  largely  de- 
fcribed  the  nature  of  this  truft  in  God,  which  is 
tht  privilege  and  duty  of  every  fincere  chriftian, 
and  the  foundation  of  which,  is  in  the  eternal 
and  unchangeable  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God  : 
And  from  what  has  been  laid  on  this  fubjsdt, 
we  may  infer, 

I.  How  truly  miferable  and  unLippy  they 
muft  be,  who  put  themfelves  out  cf  the  reach  of 
the  rich  mercy  of  God,  render  themfelves  in- 
capable of  the  effedts  of  the  divine  goodnefs, 
and  deftroy  the  foundation  of  their  hope  aiiri 
trull  in  it.  This  confidence  in  God,  and  af- 
furance  of  his  mercy,  is  not  the  privilege  of 
all  men  without  exception ;  fome  there  are 
who  rejedt  the  mercy  of  God  againll  them- 
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themfelves,  and  render  tbemfelves  abfolutelv 
void  of  all  fhare  and  intereft  in  it;  whofe  truft 
is  prefumption  and  felf  delufion,  and  whofe 
hope  (hall  perifh  and  be  cut  off  as  the  Jpiders 
weby  and  end  in  the  moft  dreadful  confufion 
and  difappointment :  Not  from  the  unwili^ 
ingnefs  of  God  to  fliew  them  mercy,  nor  from 
any  exclufion  from  the  effeds  of  it,  indepen- 
dent of  their  own  incapacity  to  receive  it,  and 
their  obftinately  perfiiling  to  rejedt  it.  No, 
they  are  only  their  own  enemies,  and  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  God,  as  the  wife  and  righteous 
governor  of  the  world,  to  extend  to  them  the 
grace  and  favour  they  need.  The  offers  of 
mercy,  though  they  are  univerfal  and  unli- 
mited, yet  as  it  became  the  wifdom  and 
reftitude  of  God  to  do,  are  made  for  the  en- 
couragement of  repentance,  to  perfuade  finners 
to  become  reconciled  io  him,  to  confecrate  them- 
felves to  his  fear,  to  give  themfelves  to  a  life 
of  religion  and  virtue,  and  to  abound  in  all 
the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Unlefs  the  pro- 
mifes  of  God's  grace,  and  the  accounts  of 
his  mercy  in  Chrifl,  produce  thefe  etfed:s, 
they  are  of  no  confequence  nor  benefit  to  the 
linner  -,  he  hath  no  right  to  make  any  appli- 
cation of  them  to  himfelf,  nor  to  take  any 
comfort  to  his  own  foul  from  the  condderation 
of  them.  If  there  be  any  one  here,  wlio  is 
determined  to  gratify  the  corrupt  affedions 
and  paflions  of  his  heart,  and  encourages  hinl- 
felf  from  the  general  accounts  of  God  s  good- 
nefs  to  perfifl  in  his  vices  j    infinite,    eternal^ 
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immutable,  fovereign  goodnefs,  conveys  no 
peace  and  comfort  to  fuch  a  one.  The  mofb 
pleafing  defcriptions  of  divine  benevolence  can- 
not afted:  thy  ftate,  nor  give  thee  any  rational 
relief,  under  the  confideration  of  thy  finful- 
nefs  and  guilt.  Thou  haft  things  of  quite 
another  nature  to  attend  to,  and  what  (hould 
employ  thy  mind  is  ;  how  dreadful  a  thing  it 
is,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God. 
Thcu  fliouldeft  remember  how  by  thy  hard- 
nefs  and  impenitence  of  hearty  thou  art  treafuring 
up  to  thyfelf  wrathj  again jl  the  day  of  wrath, 
and  revelation  oj  the  righteous  judgment-oj  God, 
and  fhouldeft  dwell  \n  thy  thoughts  upon 
that  indignation  and  ivrath,  that  tribulation 
and  anguifhy  that  fhall  hereafter  be  poured 
out  upon  all  who  obey  not  the  truths  and  upo?z 
every  foul  of  man  that  doth  evil.  But  dare 
not  to  lay  thy  prefumptuous  hand  upon  the 
gofpel  covenant  and  hope;  nor  meddle  with 
promifes  that  are  peculiar  and  facred,  to  pe- 
nitent and  converted  fmners.  Thefe  pro- 
mifes will  indeed  afford  even  thee  this  con- 
folation,  that  if  thou  wilt  forfake  thy  fins, 
and  fufter  the  riches  of  God's  goodnefs,  his 
Jorbearancey  and  long  jufering  to  lead  thee  to 
repentance  ;  thou  alfo  lb  alt  have  thy  lot  and 
portion  in  them  :  But  without  this,  even  infi- 
nite mercy  will  not  fave  thee,  nor  the  God 
of  all  grace  fhew  thee  any  final  compafTion. 
And  what  condition  can  be  more  truly 
wretched,  and  lubftantially  miferable,  than 
his,  who  is  excluded  from  all  fl:iare  in  the 
Vol.  II,  D  un- 
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unchangeable  goodnefs  of  the  beft  of  beings, 
and  puts  himfelf  out  of  his  protedion  -,  who 
hath  all  bleffings  in  time  and  eternity,  to 
confer,  and  whofe  pleafure  and  delightful 
work  is  to  do  good,  and  extend  mercy  to  all 
his  creatures. 

2.  This   demonftrates  the   imreafonablenefs 
of   defpair    under    the    gofpel    conflitution. 
There  is  but  one  circumftancc  in  the  world, 
that   can  juftly   lead   to    fuch  a  difpofition  ; 
and  that  is,  an  objiinate  and  incurable  pur- 
pofe   to  perfift  in  a  finful  courfe,  and  purfue 
the    criminal    gratifications   of    it.      Such  a 
temper  doth  indeed    bid   the   finner  defpair 
of  fnercy,  and  root   up  the  very  foundation 
of  all  hope  in  God.     But  hafl  thou  a  right 
conviction  of  the  evil  of  fin,  doth  thy  heart 
breathe  after  a  deliverance  from  it,  dofl  thou 
pray  and  flrive  againfl  the  power  and  domi- 
nion of  it  ?  Is  it  thy  governing  concern.  Lord, 
what  fl:all   I  do    to  be  faved  ?  and  wouldefl 
thou  rather  have  a  fhare   in   the  gofpel   re- 
demption by  Jefus  Chrift,  than  in  all  earthly 
treafures  }  If  thou  art  confcious  to  thefe  (tn-- 
timents,    every    thing   in   reafon  and    revela- 
tion bids   thee  hope  in   God,  and  leads  thee 
to  ftay  thyfelf  on   the  eternal  and  immutable 
goodnefs  of  God.     But  it  may  be  objedled, 
**  I   know   myfelf  exceeding  unworthy,  and 
that  my  fins   are  numerous   and  highly   ag- 
gravated."'    What   then  ?    Who  amongfi;  the 
children  of  men  are  not  unworthy,  and  who 
doth  not  Hand  in  need  of  m.ercy  as  well  as 
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thyfelf?      What    doft    thou    want    to    plead 
merit  with   God  ?   If  not    thou    inayefl  have 
recourfe   to    grace    and   goodnefs    as    well  as 
others ;    and    is    not  that    mercy    that   hath 
triumphed     over    the    fins    and    guilt    of  {q 
many    heinous    offenders,    fufficient   for    the 
forgivenefs    of  thine  ?     If   thy   folicitude    for 
thy    falvation,    and    thy   forrow  for  fin,    and 
thy  fenfe  of  thine  own   unworthinefs,  which 
thou  complaineft  and   art  afraid  of,  be  real, 
this  itfelf  is   a  ftrong  argument,  that  there  is 
mercy  with   God  even  for  thee.     And   thou, 
fliouldeft:  remember,  that  tendernefs  of  cori- 
icience,  contritenefs  of  heart,  dread  of  Code's 
(lifpleafure,  and  the  fear  of  final  condemna- 
tion, are  not  marks  of  a  reprobate  condition, 
and    that   God    hath    forfaken    thee.      Look 
round    about  thee    upon   the    finners   of   the 
age  in   which    thou  livefl:   that    are   walking 
in   the   broad  way   to  damnation,    and   thou 
wilt  find   them  of  a  very  different    complexi- 
on and   temper.     They  jnake  a  7?iGck  of  Jin, 
they  ridicule  the  fear  of  God,  and  the  ter- 
rors of  a  future   ll:ate,  as    vain    fuperffition  ; 
and  as  panicks,  that  have  no   reafon   and  re- 
ality to  fupport  them.       Such    as    thefe    are 
the    men    that    God    bids   defpair,    and    to 
whom    his    word    fpeaks    everlafling    terror. 
But  to  the  humble   and  contrite   heart,    that 
trembles  at  his  word,  thai  thirjls  after  righte- 
oufnefs,   that  longs   for  the   fandifying,  com- 
forting influences    of  his  Spirit,    that   would 
^villingly  fhare  in  his  falvation,  and  facrifice 
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every  thing  to  his  favour  3  to  fuch  a  one,. 
God  fpeaks  everlafting  peace,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Saviour  to  him  is.  Let  not  thy 
heart  be  troubled^  believe  in  Gody  believe  alfo  in 
me.  I  am  able  tofavethee  to  the  uttermojl,  my 
blood  cleanfeth  thee  from  all  Jins  y  I  have  paid 
thy  ranfom,  I  am  thy  all  powerful  advocate, 
and  will  be  thy  fecurity  from  the  wrath  to 
Gome. 

3.  How-  thankful  fliould  we  be,  for  the 
accounts  given  us  in  the  gofpel  revelation,  of 
the  benevolence,  goaJnefs,  aiid  rich  mercy  of 
God  y  and  ibr  the  foundation  hereby  laid  for 
our  confidence  and  trufi  in  him;  The  faireft 
views  of  the  divine  goodnefs  that  are  any 
where  to  be  found,,  are  in  the  facred  writ- 
ings J  and  the  defcriptions  therein  given  of 
it,  are  every  way  fuitable  to  our  condition, 
as  dependent,  indigent,  and  fmful  creatures  ;. 
fuch  as  are  mod  proper  to  convey  to  us  the 
mod  fubftantial  relief,  and  to  afford  us  the 
moll;  grateful  fatisfadion  and  help,  in  every 
time  of  need.  The  reprefentation  of  God; 
2Ji>  forgiving  iniquity  y  tranfgreffon,  and  fins,  as 
waiting  to  be  gracious,  as  averfe  to  methods  of 
feverity,  2indJlow  to  anger,  as  reconciling  the 
'world  to  kimjelf,  as  engaged  by  promife  io  give 
grace  and'  ivifdom  liberally  to  all  that  afk  it,  as 
extending  his  providential  care  to  every  indi- 
vidual, perpetually  watchful  over  our  beft  in- 
tereH:,  and  directing  all  events  for  our  final 
happinefs ;  as  offering  glory,  honour,  and  im- 
mortality,   as    a   grand    motive   to   a  patient 

con- 


Serm.  2.'  Fcundaticn  cf  our  Trujl.  ^7 

continuance  in  well  doing,  and  as  determined  to 
beftow  eternal  life  upon  all  the  reformed  and 
recovered  part  of  mnnkind. 

I  fay,  thefe  accounts  of  God's  goodnefs  are 
no  where  to  be  met  with,  but  in  the  records 
of  divine  revelation.  Human  reafon  did  not 
foar  to  thefe  heights,  nor  phiiofopby  ever  dic- 
tate thefe  facred  and  pleafmg  doctrines ;  and 
yet  it  is  this  account  of  the  divine  goodnefs 
alone,  that  can  thoroughly  reconcile  us  to 
the  belief  of  God's  being,  and  make  the 
providence  of  God  a  flowing  fource  of  fa- 
tisfadlion  and  joy  to  a  ferious  and  thoughtful 
mind.  And  therefore,  as  this  knowledge  of 
'God  is  entirely  owing  to  the  go/pel  revelation, 
it  iliould  create  in  xis  the  higheji  ejhcm  for  it, 
and  caufe  us  to  receive  and  welcome  it,  as  an 
invaluable  treafure  beftowed  upon  the  world, 
and  diligently  to  Jiudy  it,  that  through  pa- 
tience and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures  we  might 
have  hope. 

4.  And  laftly,  learn  from  this  account 
of  the  divine  goodnefs  to  eftabliJJ:)  your  hearts 
by  truji  in  him,  and  in  every  circumftance 
and  condition  of  your  being,  let  your  fouls 
reft  and  take  refuge  in  him,  as  your  only 
fecurity,  protc(ftion  and  defence.  This  habi- 
tual confidence  in  God  will  be  of  the  greateft 
©fe  and  benefit  to  all  who  live  in  the  daily 
€xercife  of  it.  It  is  a  continual  guard  upon 
the  heart,  and  naturally  tends  to  render  men 
fearful  and  cautious  of  their  conduft  ;  and 
Co  make  them  wary  and  circumfpedt  in  their 
D  3  v/hok 
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whole    behaviour.      For    our    truft   in  God, 
mufl:   be   more  or  lefs   firm  and  comfortable, 
as    the    teftimony    of     confcience    is    either 
in    our   favour,    or   againft    us.      All    wilful 
guilt    makes    God    appear    furrounded    with 
terror,  and  awakens  juft  fufpicions  of  his  dif- 
pleafure ;  and   when    men  are  going    to  en- 
gage  in  any  thing   criminal,    the    heart  can 
never   Hay  itfelf  on   God,  nor    take   pleafure 
in  the  confideration  that  his  eye  is  upon  us ; 
nor  ever  promife   itfelf  his   approbation   and 
bleffing.     And    therefore  he  who  knows  the 
pleafure    and  joy   that  flows    from    truft    in 
God;  will    be   cautious    of   doing    any   thing 
that  he  knows  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  his  fa- 
vour, and  would  rob  him  of  all  his  beft  and 
moft  delightful  expectations    from    him.      If 
temptations   fliould  befal  him,  truft   in  God 
will   arm    him  with    refolution,  fortify    him 
againft    the    danger,    and    when    he    aiTures 
himfelf  of  all  needful  grace  from  him,  will 
infpire    him    with    courage,     will    make    his 
refiftance  firm,  and  finally  fuccefsful.     If  he 
enjoys  profperity  in  outward  affairs,   the  belief 
that  God's  jaVQur  encompa[jes   him   as   with  a 
JJjiehh  and   that   he    will    eftablifli  that  prof- 
perity, if  it   be  for  his  real  good,  will   effec- 
tually  preferve   him   from    all    felicitous  and 
carking  care    of  futurity;  and  give  him  the 
higheft  relifli  and  pleafure  in  the  enjoyment. 
If    his    lot   be    an    cffaSied    condition,    faith 
and   truft  in   God  will  do  much  to  alleviate 
)iis    burthen,  and   reconcile  him   to  itj    and 
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in  the  laji  moments  of  life,  if  the  foul  can  fay, 
this  God,  is  my  God,  and  will  he  my  portion  J  or 
ever  ;  death  will  lofe  its  terrors,  and  he  will 
be  able  to  leave  the  world  with  fuch  an  hope 
of  glory,  as  fhall  be  an  honourable  teftimony 
to  the  truth  and  wifdom  of  a  religious  life  j  and 
as  ihall  be  fucceeded  by  fulnej's  of  joy,  ^.vi^plca^ 
fares  that  lad  for  evermore. 
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SERMON 


The    Nature    and    Reafonablenefs    of 
religious  Truft. 

Psalm  xxxvi.  7. 

H.OW  excellent  is  thy  lovifig  kindnefsy  0  God! 
tkerejore  the  children  of  men  put  their  truji 
under  the  fnadow  of  thy  wings. 

"T  Have  before  fpoken  to  you  from  thefe 
I  words,  which  give  us  occafion  to  con- 
fid  er  the  excel le72cy  of  God's  loving  kindnefs, 
and  the  acknoiifedgment  that  we  Ihould  make 
of  it,  b)^  putting  our  truJi  under  the  Jhadow  of 
his  wings.  I  have  largely  reprefented  the  firfl 
to  you,  and  (hewn  you,  Xk\2X  loving  kindnefsy 
or  goodnefs,  is  an  efj'ential  and  immutable  attri- 
bute of  God's  nature,  never  liable  to  the  leaft 
diminution  and  change;  that  the  objedfs  of  it 
are  numerous  as  the  works  of  creation,  that 
even  the  inanimate  parts  of  it,  give  evident 
proofs  of  this  divine  perfection,  being  formed 
as  well  for  ornament  as  for  ufe,  and  being  conti- 
nued ih^owghoui  the  fucceflive  ages  and  gene- 
rations of  the   world.     And   the  o-oodnefs  of 
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tlon,  the  irrational  part  of  which  live  upon 
his  bounty,  and  rejoice  in  the  daily  provifion 
he  affords  them,  whilfl  he  exercifes  a  peculiar 
providence  over  man,  is  good  both  to  the  juji 
and  the  unjujly  and  is  in  an  efpecial  manner, 
concerned  for  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
thofe  that  fear  and  ferve  him.  But  what  are 
all  the  obje(fls  of  the  divine  bounty  in  our 
world,  compared  with  the  infinitely  greater, 
number  that  dwell  in  other  parts  of  the  crea- 
tion-,  and  are  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  num- 
berlefs  orbs  and  worlds,  which  every  where 
furround  us?  How  njaji  the  mind  that  can 
comprehend  them  within  its  view,  and  how 
rich  the  goodnefs  that  continually  upholds  and 
fupplies  them  !  For  the  effecis  of  the  divine 
goodnefs,  as  well  as  the  ohjedts  of  it,  proclaim 
the  excellency  of  God's  loving  kindnefs.  Of 
this,  creation  itfelf,  and  the  giving  being  and 
capacities  for  happinefs,  to  fuch  an  infinite 
variety  of  creatures,  is  an  aftonilhing  evidence. 
Nor  are  the  works  of  providence  a  lefs  de- 
monflration  of  this  truth,  that  God  is  good; 
but  the  peculiar  riches  of  the  grace  and  mercy 
of  God  are  vifible  in  the  fcheme  and  method 
oi  redemption.  Every  circumftance  of  which 
is  a  difplay  of  the  divine  compafiion,  and 
which  gives  the  promife,  and  fecures  the  in- 
heritance of  the  mod  fubftantial  and  durable 
blefiings.  For  the  effeds  of  God's  lovine 
kindnefs  never  fail,  and  his  mercy  e?idures 
throughout  all  generations. 

And  this  confideration  of  the  divine  good- 
Xiefs,    is   an   abundant  encouragement  to  our 
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triijiing  in  God,    this  is  the  inference  made  by 
the  Pfalmifl  in  my  text,  therefore  the  children 
ofinen  -put  their  truji  under  the  fiadow  of  thy 
•wings.     This  is  the  reafon  why  all  that  know 
him,    fly  to  his  protedion    for    fafety,    and 
reckon  themfelves  fecure  from  all  evil,    un- 
der the  fafe-guard  of  his  almighty  power  and 
unvaried  goodnefs.     Putting  their  truJi  under 
the  fiadow  of  God'^  wings,   is  a  figurative  ex- 
preffion,    frequent  in   the  eaftern  languages, 
and  taken  from  nature,    from  the  tender  care 
that  birds  take  of  their  young,   when  they 
gather  them  under  their  wings,  either  to  che- 
rifl>  and  warm  them,  or  to  protect  them  from 
every  harm   and   injury ;    a   fimihtude    often 
ufed  in  the  facred  writings.     Thus  Mofes  tells 
the  people  *,  as  an  eagle  jiifreth  up  her  neji, 
fluttereth  over  her  young,  fpreadeth  abroad  her 
isotngs,    taketh  them,    and  bears  them  on  her 
wings  ;  fo  the  Lord  alone  did  lead  him.     And 
our  bleffed  Saviour,  lamenting  that  deftrudlion 
which  he  faw  hang  over  Jerufalem^  cries  out  J, 
How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,   even  as  a  hen  gather eth  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  hut  ye  would  not  !  And  there 
is  no  refemblance  that  could  be  made  us,  that 
exprefles  in  a  more  lively  manner  the  tender 
care  that  God  exercifes  towards  good  men, 
and  the  fulnefs  of  their  confidence  and  fecu- 
rity  in  the  loving  kindnefs  of  God.     I  iliall 
endeavour  here  to  fhew, 
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I.  What  is  implied  in  this  putting  our  truji 
in  God. 

IL  That  God%  loving  kindnefs  is  an  abundant 
foundation  for  putting  our  truJi  in  bi?n. 

I.  I  am  to  fhew,  what  is  implied  in  this 
putting  our  truJi  in  God;  what  exercifes  and 
difpofitions  of  the  mind  concur  to  form  and 
conftitute  this  ufeful  grace. 

I .  The  foundation  of  it  is  laid  in  the  Jinn 
belief  2S^di  full  perfuajion,  that  this  loving  kind- 
nejs  of  God  is  really  as  excellent  and  great,  as 
it  is  reprefented.  That  it  is  an  effential,  ne- 
ceflary  perfedion  of  God's  nature,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  immutabky  and  fubjecft  to  no  poffible 
decay;  that  the  exercife  of  it  is  perpetual 
and  conftant ;  that  it  is  univerfal  and  extenlive 
in  its  benefits  and  eifeds,  to  all  objed:s  capable 
of  them;  that  it  \^  fpecial  2.v\d  peculiar,  to  all 
the  upright  2.r\A  faithful;  that  the  gojpel difco- 
veries  of  it  are  founded  in  truth,  and  that  all 
thefe  promifes  by  Chrijl,  that  difcover  the  ex- 
ceeding greatnefs  and  riches  of  it,  fhall  be 
abundantly  made  good.  And,  in  a  word,  that 
it  exceeds  all  human  or  created  goodnefs,  as 
far  as  ahfolute  and  unchangeable  perfediion  is 
more  excellent  than  what  is  limited  and  fub- 
je61:  to  perpetual  alterations.  Without  this 
firm  perfuafion  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  there 
can  be  no  juft  reafon  for  fixing  our  hearts  by 
truft  in  God.  If  we  queftion,  whether  this 
excellence  belongs  to  the  character  of  God, 
it  will  render  all  confidence  in  him  abfolutely 
impofiible,  and  check  every  tendency  of  the 
inind  to  repofe  itfelf  in,  and  take  refuge  under 

his 
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his  protection.  Becaufe  there  is  no  confide- 
ration  that  can  encourage  fuch  a  difpofition 
towards  God,  exclufive  of  benevolence  and 
mercy.  For  if  we  imagine  that  there  are  any 
other  attributes  in  God  which  render  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  goodnefs  precarious  and  uncertain,  or 
that  demand  a  feparate  and  peculiar  glory, 
and  that  muft  necefTarily  be  illuflrated  and 
magnified  at  the  expence,  or  by  the  diminu- 
tion and  concealment  of  the  loving  kindnefe 
of  God  ',  this  will  create  fufpicion  and  jea- 
loufy,  produce  fear  and  terror,  and  prevent 
that  approach  of  the  mind  to  and  acquiefcence 
in»  God,  which  is  elTentially  implied  in  our 
trufting  in  him.  Or  if  we  look  upon  God 
as  2ijickie  and  inconjiant  being,  governed  in  his 
regards  to  his  creatures,  by  coniideratlons  dif- 
ferent from  the  nature  of  thtir  chara^er,  and 
the  abfolute  reSiitude  of  his  own-y  as  arbitrary 
and  partial  in  the  exercife  of  his  love  or  an- 
ger, and  in  diftributing  the  good  or  ill  effe(fts 
of  the  one  or  other ;  under  fuch  a  perfuafton, 
there  can  be  no  room  for  any  fettled  and 
ieftablifned  confidence  in  God,  nor  any  princi- 
ples that  can  warrant  and  fupport  a  lively, 
chearful  truft  in  his  power  and  goodnefs.  All 
mull  be  uncertainty,  and  the  pofture  of  the 
mind  perpetually  anxious  and  doubtful ;  where 
there  are  not  right  apprehenfions  of  the  loving 
kindnefs  of  God,  nor  any  firm  and  habitual 
perfuafion  of  his  infinite,  unparalleiied,  and 
immutable  goodnefs.     Farther, 

2.  Truft  m  God  iniplies,   in  confequence  of 
this  belief,   a  full  refi^nation  and  Jubrnijjion  of 
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the  heart  and  mind  to   God,    and  of  all  the 
circumftances  and  great  events  of  our  lives,  to 
the  divine  diredion  and  difpofal.     It  is  not  a 
vain  and  confident  perfuafion,    that  God  will 
gratify  this  particular  deli  re,   or  grant  me  this 
ot  ihtothtvjond inclination  or  wiQi,  or  profper 
or  fucceed  me  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  purfuit  that 
I  have  fet  my  heart  upon.     There  is  nothing 
in  reafon  or  revelation  to  countenance  fuch  an 
expectation  as  this  -,  and  he  mull  be  ignorant 
both  of  God  and  himfelf,   that  harbours  and 
indulges  it.    Truji  in  God  is  both  a  more  rational 
and  humble  difpolition.     The  foundation  in- 
deed that  fupports  it,   is  the  higheft  and  moft 
honourable  conception  of  the  divine  benevo- 
lence and  goodnefs,    as  an  internal  principle 
and  perfection  in  the  mind  of  God  j  but  then 
it  leaves    that  blelTed  being  entirely  free   in 
the  diredtion  and  exercife  of  it;  doth  not  pre- 
fcribe  to  him  what  the  eifed  of  it  fhall   be, 
doth  not  limit  and  meafure  it  by  bodily  pro- 
penfions  and  paffions,  nor  did:ate  to  him  the 
time  and  feafon,  to  manifeft  and  illuflrate   it. 
No,    truft  in  God  is  a  difpofition  of  rational 
piety.     Inflead  of  prefumptuous    expedlations 
that  God  will  humour  our  vanity,  or  gratify 
our  pride,  or  fatisfy  imaginary  wants,  or  grant 
us  every  thing  that  v/e  think  good   for  our- 
felvcs,   or  grant  it  exadly  in  that  feafon   in 
which  we  may  wifli  it ;  the  truly  pious  refer 
every  thing  of  this  nature  to  the  divine  will 
and  pleafure,   leaves  it  to  his  infinite  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  to  chufe  and  order  every  thing 
as  he  fees  it  mofl  convenient  and  proper,  and 

from 
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from  a  full  perfuafion,  that  infinite  goodnefs 
can  never  do  amifs,  waits  the  refult  of  the  di- 
vine appointment,  and  wholly  fubmits  all  he 
wifhes  and  delires  to  the  fovereign  difpofals 
of  the  greateft  and  bed  of  beings. 

This  is  neceflarily  included  in  trufting  in 
God,  which  implies  a  firm  and  habitual  per- 
fuafion, that  infinite  goodnefs  direds  and  dif- 
pofes  all  events,  that  in  the  divine  adminiflra- 
tion  nothing  can  be  contrary  to  and  incon- 
fiftent  with  this  character  of  goodnefs  -,    and 
that  therefore,    whatever  happens  to  us,    in 
confequence  of  the  divine  permiflion  and  or^ 
dinances,  whether  fuitable  or  contrary  to  our 
particular  wifhes  and  defires,  whether  we  can 
fee  the  particular  reafon  or  immediate  inten- 
tion of  it,    or  not;    yet  is   really   an   a(fl  of 
goodnefs,  and  intended  for  our  benefit.     Hence 
the  Pfalmift  exhorting  us  to  truji  in  God,  adds, 
as  what  was  eflTentially  ncluded  in  it  J,  cojmnit 
thy  ivay  unto  the  Lord.     And  in  another  place, 
cafi  thy  burthen  upon  the  Lord.  And  St.  Peter  *, 
caji  all  your  care  upon  him,   for  he  caret h  for 
you ;  refer   every  thing  to  his  providence,  and 
never  chcrifh   the   lead    fufpicion    as    to    the 
equity,  wifdom,  and  kindnefs  of  his  difpofaL 
Pvatherlet  us, 

3.  Live  in  an  humble,  chearful  expeSiation  of 
receiving  feafonable  appearances  and  matii- 
feflations  of  the  divine  favour  and  goodnefs, 
fuitable  to  our  circumftances  and  real  wants. 
This  is  a  farther  degree  of  trufb,    and  what 

g;;'.__     X  Pfa-n*  xxxvii.  3—5.          *  1  Pet.  v.  7. 
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properly  fixes  and  determines  the  nature  of  this 
grace,  and  diflinguiflies  it  from  all  other  re- 
ligious difpofitions.  Although  true  piety  dares 
not  prefcribe  to  God,  yet  it  hath  ih&largeft  ex- 
pe^ation  from  his  infinite  goodnefs,  and  che- 
riflies  the  warmeji  hopes  of  all  ejfential  blejjings^ 
Although  it  refers  all  the  circumdances  of  life 
to  the  orderance  and  condudt  of  his  provi- 
dence, yet  it  is  becaufe  it  hath  the  fulleft  a{^ 
furance,  that  all  the  ways  of  God  fmll  be  mercy 
and  truth i  and  that  God  will  give  the  defired 
bleffing,  if  it  be  for  our  benefit  to  receive  it, 
or  withhold  it  only,  becaufe  it  is  not  for  our 
advantage  to  obtain  it.  The  acknowledging 
God  in  all  our  ways^  is  only  reafonable  upon 
this  fuppofition,  that  he  will  fome  how  or 
other,  direSi  our  fteps  ;  and  the  encouragement 
to  caji  our  burthen  upon  the  Lord  is,  becaufe  he 
willfujiain  us.  And  it  would  be  abfolutely  in 
vain  for  us  to  commit  our  cares  and  defires  to 
him,  if  we  had  no  reafon  to  form  any  ex- 
pecftations  of  receiving  the  needful  good  from 
him.  And  therefore /rz//?/«^  in  God  necQUa- 
rily  includes  the  lively,  chearful  expe5iation  of 
all  thofe  kind  inter pojitions  in  our  behrdf,  on 
which  our  true  welfare  depends,  and  without 
which,  the  real  eflential  happinefs  of  our  na- 
ture cannot  be  obtained.  And  the  moxQfxed 
and  habitual  our  pcrfuafions  are  of  the  divine 
goodnefs,  and  the  more  honourable  t\\tfenti??2ents 
we  entertain  of  his  benignity  and  grace,  the 
larger  our  expecfations  will  be  from  him  ;  and 
our  fouls  will  be  more  fully  eftablifhed  in  the  af- 
furance,  thathev/ill  v.'ithhold  no  needed  bleffine 
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from  us.  Hence  thefe  aiTurances  of  the 
Pfalmifl  *,  delight  thyfelf  in  the  Lord  and  he 
Jhall  give  thee  the  dejires  oj  thy  heart.  Commit 
thy  way  to  the  Lord,  trvji  aljo  in  him,  and  he 
will  bring  it  topafs.  Reji  in  the  Lord,  and  wait 
patiently  Jor  him.  And  the  Prophet  Jere- 
miah ;};,  the  Lord  is  good  to  them  that  wait  for 
him,  even  to  the  foul  thatfeeketh  him.  It  is  good 
that  a  man  fjould  both  hope,  and  quietly  wait, 
for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord.  It  is  both  his 
duty  and  intereft,  it  is  reafonable  in  itfelf,  and 
what  the  event  will  abundantly  justify  and  re- 
ward. It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  point  out 
feveral  of  thofe  important  circumfiances  of  our 
berng,  in  which  this  expectation  of  the  divine 
goodnefs  and  mercy  is  peculiarly  becoming  and 
proper.     Particularly, 

I .  In  all  our  lawful  'S.Vi^  prudent  ineafures  and 
endeavours,  for  the  fupports  and  comforts  of 
life.  Good  men  efpecially,  may  reafonably  ex- 
pert God's  providential  bleffing  to fucceed  them, 
if  not  to  give  the  abundance^  and  raife  them  to 
large  degrees  of  affluence  and  wealth,  yet  fo 
far  as  to  give  them  things  convenient  jor  them  ; 
and  in  general  to  grant  them  what  is  proper 
for  that  condition  and  ftate  of  life  in  v/hich 
his  providence  hath  placed  them.  The  very 
order  of  the  world  could  not  be  maintained, 
nor  the  common  and  neceffary  affairs  of  it, 
carried  on  with  regularity  and  fuccefs,  if  there 
was  an  univerfal  equality  of  condition  and  cir- 
cuQiflance  in  it.     li  riches   and  plenty   were 
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to  be  equally  diftributed,  and  the  external  fa- 
vours of  providence  v^ere  difpenfed  exadtly  in 
an  even  proportion,  without  difference  and 
diflin<ftion ;  were  this  tHe  cafe,  many  im- 
portant relations  that  now  fubfift,  would  be 
entirely  diffolved,  focicty  itfelf  muft  inftantly 
diiband,  many  eifential  duties  of  human  life, 
would  lofe  all  obligatioii,  and  many  of  the 
moft  excellent  virtues  would  fi^d  ro  oppor- 
tunity and  room  for  exercife.  And  therefore 
as  the  expeBation  of  affluence  and  plenty,  in  all 
ranks  of  men,  is  unreafonable  and  groundlefs, 
and  checked  and  forbidden,  by  their  fiations 
and  employments  in  life ;  fo  there  can  be  no 
poffible  room  for  their  expecting  that  God 
will  fo  profper  any  endeavours  they  can  make 
ufe  of,  as  that  all  fliall  attain  to  that  abun- 
dance of  wealth  of  U'hich  fome  are  in  pof- 
feffion.  But  what  is  as  good,  they  have  many 
reafons  both  from  natural  and  revealed  reli- 
gion to  hope,  that  as  the  reward  of  prudence 
and  diligence,  and  habitual  integrity,  in  the 
circumftances  in  which  they  are  placed  ;  God 
will  fo  dired:  and  profper  them,  as  that  they 
fhall  have  every  thing  neceff'ary  to  render  their 
condition  comj'ortahley  and  to  enable  them  to 
difcharge  thofe  duties  which  are  connected 
with,  and  arife  cut  of  their  condition.  And 
I  am  perluaded,  that  where  perfons  fail  of 
fuch  provifions,  it  is  owing  generally  to  negli- 
gence and  niifconducl  in  themfelves,  and  not  to 
any  defeat  in  the  kindnefs  and  care  of  pro- 
vidence;  which,  befides  the  bleffing  it  hath 
naturally  connected  with  a  right  condu<5t,  is 
Vol,  n.  E  fe- 


5-0  TBs  Nature  and  Reafonablenefs     Se-rtn.  3," 

feciilhrly  interefted  in  the  happinefs  of  good 
ii^en,  and  takes  a  dillinguifhi ng  pleafare  in 
promoting  it.  This  is  evidently  included  in 
tliete  general  affertions  -p,  'Trujiin  the  Lord  and 
do  goody  fo  ftjalt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily 
thou  jhalt  be  fed.  And  they  that  watt  upon  the 
Lcrdjhalt  inherit  the  earth.  And  in  that  pro- 
rnire  of  our  blefied  Lord\^  Seek  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  the  right  eoufnefs  thereof  in  the firjl  place  y 
and  all  thefe  thvtigs  jhall  be  added  to  you.  All 
thcfe  things  y  viz.  oar  meat  and  drink  and  apparel, 
all  things  neceifary  to  the  comfortable  'fup- 
port  of  life,  and  faitable  to  Our  refpedtive  fta- 
tions  and  condition  in  it.     Again, 

2.  In  all  cafes  of  importance  to  our  welfare 
and  happinefs,  in  circumftances  of  difficulty, 
on  the  right  improvement  of  which,  events  of 
great  confequence  to  our  welfare  depend,  good 
men  may  humbly  and  chearfully  expeB  from 
God,  all  that  prudence  and  ivifdom  which  are 
necellary  to  the  right  diredion  and  fuccefs  of 
their  affairs.  This  is  a  hope  that  naturally 
arifes  out  of  the  belief  of  the  infinite  good- 
nefs  of  God,  exerting  itfelf  in  the  courfe  of 
a  conllant  providence,  and  extending  its  efFedts 
to  all  thofe  various  objedis  that  are  compre- 
hended within  the  extent  and  reach  of  it. 
The  fagacity  and  forefight  of  human  reafon 
can  fee,  comparatively,  but  a  little  way  before 
it,  are  far  from  being  equal  to  all  the  emer- 
gencies arihng  in  the  courfe  ot  any  one  lingle 
life,  are  freauentlv  at  a  lofs  what  courfe  to 
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ileer ;  and  after  the  mofl  ferious  and  delibe- 
rate counfels,  often  fix  upon  millaken  mea- 
furesj  which  however  promiiing  and  likely, 
fail  of  the  defired  faccefs,  and  lead  men  into 
the  mod  fubftantiai  and  durable  difappoint- 
ments.  And  therefore  there  is  nothini'-  more 
becoming  the  imperfe-fl  ftate  of  man,  than 
frequently  to  dilLruil  themfelves,  and  ?iot  lean 
too  much  to  their  o'wn  under fiaiiding ;  to  aik 
advice  and  follow  it,  and  more  efpeciaiiy  toafk 
counfel  of  the  great  Father  of  lights  and  the 
giver  of  all  true  wifdom.  He  hath  the  moil 
perfect  knowledge  of  all  future  events,  and 
the  conftant  diredion  of  all  thofe  natural 
caufes  that  produce  them,  and  of  every  cir- 
cumfcance  that  can  tend  to  delay  and  prevent 
them  5  and  by  innumerable  methods  to  us  un- 
known, he  can  fecretly  influence  and  guide 
our  minds  to  thcfc  refolutions  and  methods, 
that  (liall,  all  things  coniidered,  he  the  pro- 
pereft  for  us,  and  finally  fecure  to  us  our  moll: 
valuable  wiihes  and  defires.  Yet  this  could 
never  be  our  duty  or  our  intereil:,  but  upon 
the  fuppofition  that  God  would  give  wifdom, 
and  guide  us,  either  by  fecret  luggeilions  to 
our  minds,  or  by  the  plain  leadings  of  his 
good  providence,  into  the  way  that  we  ought 
to  take,  and  to  purfue  the  mort  prudential 
and  efl'ccfliual  methods.  And  that  thofe  who 
trull:  in  God  have  reafon  to  hope  for  fuch  a 
divine  conduct,  in  the  mofl  interefling  events 
of  their  being,  is  confirmed  by  many  paflages 
i'i\  divine  revelation  *,  Acknowledge  hi:n  in  all 

*  Prov.  iii.  6. 
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thy  ways,  and  hejhall  dircB  thy  paths,  f  What 
man  is  he  that  Jeareth  the  Lord,  him  fiall  he 
teach  in  the  way  that  he  pmll  chufe.  Thefecret 
of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and  he 
will  pew  them  his  covenant.  §  JJnto  the  upright 
there  arifeth  light  in  darknefs,  he  will  guide  his 
affairs  with  difcretion.  And  by  that  diredion 
of  St.  James  J,  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let 
him  afk  it  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally 
and  upbraideth  72ot,  and  it  Jhall  be  given  him. 
But  let  him  afk  in  faith,  viz.  fully  affured  that 
God  will  give  it  him  -yfor  let  not  that  man  who 
waver eth  think  that  he  ftjall  receive  any  thing 
of  thi  Lord.     Farther, 

3.  In  all  circumftances  oi  threatening  and  pe- 
culiar danger,  good  men  have  reafon  to  expedt 
from  God  proteBion  2iudfafety,  or  at  leaft  if  the 
evils  they  fear  come  on  them,  that  they  fhali 
m  the  event  be  fome  way  or  other  over-rided, 
to  promote  their  welfare  and  happinefs.  Good- 
72efs  naturally  inclin'es  to  prevent  mifery,  and 
can  take  no  delight  in  caufing  and  beholding 
iti  and  therefore  infinite  goo dnefs  may  be  rea- 
fonably  thought  ever  difpoled  to  hinder  thofe  af- 
fiitftions  and  miferies  from  befalling  good  men, 
that  may  either  prove  deflrudive  to  their  per- 
fons,  or  that  may  prevent  the  true  enjoyment 
and  happinefs  of  their  lives.  Unlefs  there  are 
reafons  over- balancing  the  confideration  of 
private  good,  that  render  the  permiiTion  of 
luch  evils  necelTary  and  fit;  or  unlefs  fuch 
evjls  are  neceffary  to  the  particular  advantage 

t  Pfa,  XXV.  12.      §  Pra,  cxii.  4,  5.      %  Jamai  i.  5,  6,  7. 
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z\idfafefy  of  thofe  whom  they  are  permitted 
to  befal.  There  is  ail  the  reaibn  in  the  world 
to  believe,  that  all  our  times  are  in  the  hands  of 
God,  and  that  the  affah-s  of  men  are  under  his 
diredion  ;  and  more  efpecially  that  thefe  great 
£vents  upon  which  life,  and  the  ufefulnefs 
and  enjoyment  of  it  depend,  are  all  under  his 
controul,  and  wait  his  order  and  pleafnre. 
This  is  the  exprefs  dodrine  of  the  gojpel  reve- 
lation, that  not  a  fparrow  fails  to  the  ground 
without  our  heavenly  Father,  and  that  the  very 
hairs  of  our  heads  are  numbered.  That  is,  the 
mod  inconfiderable  circumftances  of  our  be- 
ing are  all  known  to  God,  and  there  is  no- 
thing that  can  befal  us  without  his  leave  and 
contrary  to  his  permiffion,  v/hich  he  cannot 
over- rule,  and  which  he  doth  not,  as  often  as 
bis  people's  welfare  and  the  intereft  of  his 
own  moral  government  require  it.  And  this 
mufb  be  as  true  as  the  reality  and  efficacy  of 
providence,  which  is  a  mere  infignificant,  un- 
meaning found,  unlefs  it  implies  the  exercife 
of  an  adive  infpeclion  and  care,  over  all  the 
affairs  of  the  world,  and  particularly  over  the 
intereft  of  truly  religious  -^vA  virtuous  perfons  ; 
who  are  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  efti- 
mation  of  God,  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth. 
And  therefore  if  there  be  a  fpecial  regard  in 
the  condud:  of  providence  towards  them, 
they  may  and  ought  to  Itrengthen  their  hearts 
in  this  perfuafion,  that  whatever  be  their  lot» 
God  will  preferve  them  from  dcftrudive  evil, 
and  fo  incompafs  them  with  his  favour,  as  with  a 
(hield,  as  that  no  planie,  or  fatal  mifchief  (hall 
^  /  E  3  ^^^^^ 
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befal  them.  And  that  in  times  even  of  common 
calamity,  God  will,  if  it  be  beft  for  them, 
preferve  them  from  the  general  ruin,  and  be- 
caufe  he  Jets  his  heart  on  tkemy  will  deliver  and 
iave  them.  Experie?ice  hath  often  proved  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation,  and  the  word  cf  God 
gives  ground  to  cherifli  fuch  an  hope  in  him. 
Thus  the  Pfalmift,  in  that  Ihort  but  excellent 
compofure*,  I  will  lift  mine  eyes  unto  the  hillsy 
from  IV hence  comet h  my  help  5  my  help  comethfrom 
the  Lord,  which  made  hea'ven  and  earth.  He 
will  not  Jhff'er  thy  f cot  to  be  7noved.  He  that' 
licepeth  thee  will  not  f, umber ,  the  Lord  is  thy 
keepen.  The  Lord  is  thy  Jhade  upon  thy  right 
hand,  the  Lord  fiall  prefer'ue  thee  from  all  evil, 
he  jloall  preferve  thy  foul.  The  Lord  f:all  pre- 
ferve thy  going  out  and  coming  in,  from  this  time 
forth,  and  even  for  evermore.     Or, 

>  4.  1^  any  of  the  afli5iions  of  life  fliould  in 
the  courfe  of  providence  befal  the  truly  up- 
right, they  may  certainly  place  their  triifi  and 
confidence  in  God,  that  he  will  fupport  them 
under  them,  enable  \}citva  to  bear  them  with  be- 
coming fortitude  and  patience,  give  them,  in 
due  time,  -Sifafonable  releafe  or  iiTae  out  of  them, 
and  fo  over-rule,  fanSlify,  and  bUfs  them,  as 
that  they  {hall  be  the  means  of  promoting  their 
beft  interefl;  and  happinefs.  In  this  wci  Id, 
no  one  is  exempt  from  evil,  and  he  who  ex- 
peds  to  pafs  the  journey  of  life,  without  a 
fhare  of  the  common  difadvantages  attending 
jt,   (liall,     a    thoufand    to    one,    lind    himfelf 

f  Pial.  cxxi. 

miftakeu 


Serm.  ■^.  of  religious  Trufi.  55 

miflaken  In  his  reckoning,  before  he  arrives  at 
his  journey's  end.     Such  therefore  who  are  of 
a    truly    rch'gicus    diipoliticn    and    charader, 
muft  not  imagine,    that  their  fear  and  love  of 
God  will    be  their  fecurity  from  all  afflwf-rue 
evil,  and  flielter  them  from  every  trouble  or  dif- 
trefs  of  life.     This  would  not  be  for  their  ad- 
vantap-e,  as  in  the   72atural  vjorld,    the  viciffi- 
tudes  of  d:iy  and   night,  fun-(hine  and  rain, 
calms  and  tempefls,  winter  and  fummer,  have 
their  ufe,  and  each  in  its  return  equally  necef- 
fary  with   the   other,    to  preferve  the   life  and 
fertility  and  verdure  of  the  vegetative   world, 
and   for   other   purpofes ;    fo   with  refpe-fl   to 
men,    there  dLvefew  who  can  bear  a  perpetual 
fummer   of  profperity.     It  would    frequently 
dry  up  all  the  fources  and  fprings,  all  the  ra- 
dical   moifture,    that   fupplies    and    nouriflies 
their  graces,  and  enables  them  to  bring  forth 
the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs   to  due  perfection, 
and  in  their  proper  feafon,    and  render   them 
kar7~cn  and  unfruitful^  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  fefus  Chrijf,  and  thus  might 
iinally  prove  the  means  of  their  forfeiting  the 
filvation  and  bleHednefs  of  the  gofpel.     And 
therefore,    though   we   are   natura-lly  averfe  to 
afflidicn   and  evil,    yet   fuch  as  are  exercifed 
thereby,    fhould  not  by  any   means   look  on 
them  as  unnecellary  for  themfelves,  or  as  per- 
mitted  with  an  unfriendly  intention   on   the 
part  of  God. 

Tliat  infinite  goodncfs    which   prefides  over 
the  world,  and  directs,  Chriftian,  all  the  parti- 
cular a&airs  of  thy  life,  cannot  potlibly  mean  thee 
E  4        ■  any 
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any  ///,  nor  intend  thy  harm,  though  it  fuf- 
fers  thee  to  be  in  heavinej's  through  the  trials 
that  bef^al  thee.  The  firfl  thing  therefore 
under  afHidion  that  we  {hould  endeavour  af- 
ter, is  to  eftabUrh  ourfelves  in  the  perfuaiion, 
that  the  permiflion  of  it  is  not  contrary  to  di- 
vine goodnefs,  but  rather  the  effedl  and  proof 
of  it.  PoiTibly  there  is  fomething  wrong  in 
me  that  wants  to  be  corred:ed,  fome  irregular 
indulgence  that  I  need  to  be  reftrained  from, 
or  a  growing  remiflhefs  in  religion  that  it  is 
fit  I  ihould  be  rouzed  out  of.  Or  if  I  can  fay 
with  Jobj  not  jor  any  iniquity  that  is  in  my 
hands;  yet  poffibly  God  forefavv  my  danger  from 
certain  particular  concurring  circumflances, 
that  might  have  drawn  me  into  great  inconve- 
niencies,  and,  in  the  ifTue,  have  obflruded  my 
happinefs  and  falvation.  And  therefore,  out 
of  his  tender  regard  for  me,  permitted  this 
particular  diflrefs  to  befal  me,  to  prevent  a 
more  fubftantial  and  durable  evil  from  com- 
ing near  me.  Or  he  permitted  it  as  a  trial  of 
my  Jincerity,  of  my  faith,  my  patience,  my 
fubmi/Jion  to  his  will,  my  hope  in  his  mercy, 
that  I  might  have  the  comfort  arifing  from 
the  knovv ledge  of  my  own  integrity,  might 
grow  better  prepared  for  final  mercy,  and 
might  have  a  more  reviving  experience  of  his 
grace,  in  enabling  me  rightly  to  fupport  un- 
der, and  in  carrying  me  through  the  afHidion 
that  diftreffes  me.  For  this,  Chriflian,  is  what 
thou  mayefi:  with  the  greateft  certainty  depend 
on,  that  under  thy  burthens  God  will  not  for- 
fake  thecj  and  that  whatever  be  thy  trial,  it 
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fhall  not  wholly  and  finally  opprefs  thee. 
Thou  haft  a  perpetual  refuge  in  God^  his  pro- 
mijes,  if  thou  attended  to  them,  will  give  thee 
daily  fatisfadlion,  the  exercifes  of  devotion  and 
piety,  will  not  fail  to  infpire  thee  with  flrength 
and  patience,  ^he  grace  of  Godfiall  befufficient 
for  thee,  thy  afflidions  fhall  contribute  to  thy 
welfare,  and  help  to  work  out  for  thee  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  God 
will  be  thy  prefent  help,  in  every  time  of  trou-- 
bky  and  therefore  whatever  thy  trials  and  dif- 
treffes  are,  comfort  thyfelf  in,  and  take  the 
benefit  of  that  divine  affurance  and  promife. 
Fear  thou  not,  for  lam  with  thee,  be  not  difmay- 
ed,  for  1  am  thy  God^,  Iwillftrengthen  thee,  I 
will  help  thee,  yea  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the 
right  hand  of  my  righteoufnefs. 

May  we  all  by  a  genuine  piety  and  obedi- 
ence, be  interefted  in  thefe  promifes,  and  ex- 
perience the  accomplifhment  of  them  in  life 
and  death ;  and  after  death  enjoy  all  that  hap- 
pinefs  which  can  be  expected  from  the  ex- 
cellent  loving  kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father  to 
his  beloved  children  !  Amen. 

t  Ifa,  xli   TO. 
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SERMON     IV. 

A  particukr  Providence  explained  and 
proved. 

Psalm  xxiii.    6. 

Surely  goodfiefs  and  mercy  fiall  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life :  And  I  unil  dwell  in 
the  hoiije  of  the  Lord  for  ever, 

'  I  '^  HERE  is  no  real  fecurity  for  the 
_|  happinefs  of  human  life,  nor  any  foun- 
dation that  can  fupport  the  hope  of  it, 
but  the  certainty  of  the  bting,  perfe(5lions, 
and  providence  of  God.  Every  other  fcheme 
leaves  us  in  a  ftate  of  tlie  mod  abfolute  doubt 
and  fear,  and  affords  nothing  to  fuftain  us  un- 
der thofe  perpetual  changes,  to  which  all 
earthly  affairs  are  neceflanly  and  perpetually 
fubjed:.  Take  away  the  moral  agency  and 
government  of  God,  and  we  are  abiolutely  left 
to  the  caprice  of  chance ;  or  to  the  unalterable 
laws  of  neceffity  and  fate-^  or  rather,  lince 
chance  and  fate  are  mere  names,  without 
feufe  and  meaning,  unlefs  the  properties  of 
fomiC  intelligent,  active  being,  we  are  left 
partly  to  the  mechanifm  of  mere  zmdefigning 

matter 
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inatter  and  motion,  partly  to  the  condud  of 
our  ozvn  poiver  and  ivifdomy  which  fail  us  in  a 
thoufand  inftances,  and  partly  to  the  hjis,  paf- 
Jlons,  and  vices  of  other  men,  without  any  thing 
10  over-rule  and  controul  them;  to  neither 
of  which,  a  thoughtful,  wife,  and  good  man 
would  ever  wiih  to  fee  himfelf,  and  all  the 
beft  interefts  of  his  being,  entirely  expofed 
and  abandoned. 

The  larger  lliare  any  perfon  enjoys  of  hu- 
man profperity,  he  muft  naturally  wiih  more 
warmly  for  the  continuance  of  it ;  and  if  he 
were  fubjed  to  a  continual  anxiety  and  fear  of 
being  difpoffcfled  of  it,  would  really  be  in- 
capable of  any  fatisfaddry  enjoyment  of  what 
he  had.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  continuance  of 
the  bleffings  he  poffeiies,  that  renders  them 
fources  of  plcafure,  and  gives  them  their  chief 
power  to  entertain  and  gratify  him. 

The  Pfalmift  was  in  poUeffion  of  every 
thing  he  needed.  He  lay  down  in  green 
pajiures,  enjoyed  an  abundance  of  the  good 
things  of  life;  alluding  to  the  rich  and  ver- 
dant paftures  into  which  careful  fhepherds 
drive  their  flocks  for  their  plentiful  fubfiftence. 
He  dwelt  befides  the  ftill  waters,  enjoyed  his 
plenty  without  diflurbance,  with  an  eafy, 
tranquil  mind,  of  which  condition,  the  ftiil 
and  eentle  waters  are  the  natural  emblem. 
His  table  was  fpread  in  the  -midjl  of  his  enemies  : 
His  head  was  anointed  with  oil,  and  his  cup  ran 
over  with  wine,  Expreffions,  denoting  his 
great  abundance,  and  the  fecurity  and  peace, 
with  which  he  enjoyed  it :  And  what  crowned 

all 
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ail  was,  he  promlfed  himfelf  the  continuance 
of  his  happy  lot,  and  that  his  profperity  fliould 
be  laftin?  and  undifturbed.  He  knew  as  well 
as  any  man  the  natural  inftability  of  all  earthly 
profperity,  and  that  there  was  no  mountain  fo 
ftrong,  but  it  v/as  capable  of  being  moved. 
He  had  been  himfelf  witnefs  to  great  changes 
in  the  circumftances  of  other  men,  and  had 
itG.n  all  their  profperity  wither  and  die  away 
from  the  poffeffors,  and  was  fully  apprized, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  his 
own  happinefs  that  rendered  It  more  ftable 
and  permanent  than  that  of  others;  ard  yet 
veiitures  to  affure  to  himfelf  a  lailing  \Q\\\:iiy, 
and  which  in  a  good  meaiure  (liould  continue 
ftedfaft  and  immoveable  to  the  end  of  life ; 
an  ajfurancey  which  he  derived  from  the  per- 
petual providence  and  proteclion  of  God,  and 
the  continuance  of  his  favour  and  fnendfhip 
towards  him.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy 
Jhall follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  Ufe^  and  I  will 
dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever.  In  which 
words  we  have, 

I.  The  comfortable  conclufoji  which  the 
Pfalmifl  draws  in  his  own  favour. — Surely 
goodnefs  and  mercy  JJjall follow  me  all  the  days  of 
my  life. 

II.  The  refolution  he  forms  In  confequence 
of  it. — And  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  for  ever. 

I.  We  have  the  comfortable  conclufon  which 
the  Pfalmift  draws  in  his  own  favour. — 
Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  jh all  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life,    i.   e.  the  goodnefs   and 
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mercy  of  God.  He  was  fully  convinced  of 
the  providence  of  God,  of  the  untverfality  and 
conjiancy  of  it,  of  its  extending  to  every  indi- 
vidual, of  its  peculiar  concern  for  his  welfare 
and  happinefs ;  that  the  great  intention  of  it 
was  the  good  of  mankind,  and  particularly  of 
the  religious  and  virtuous  part  of  them ;  and 
therefore  as  one  confcious  to  himfelf,  of  l;u3 
high  veneration  and  regard  for  God,  he  pro- 
mifes  himfelf  the  benefit  of  the  divine  pro- 
tection, that  God  would  ever  be  good  and 
merciful  to  him,  and  caufe  him  to  Ihare  aH 
the  effects  and  happy  fruits  of  his  grace  and 
favour,  even  to  the  end  of  life.  This  per- 
fuafion  he  founded  on  God's  relation  to  him  §. 
'The  Lord  is  ?ny  Jljepberd,  I fiallnot  'want.  And 
on  the  paft  experience  he  had  received  of  God's 
peculiar  favour  to  him  ||.  He  ?naketh  rne  to  lie 
down  in  green  pajiures  :  He  leadeth  me  bejide  the 
Jiill  waters.  And  efpecially  on  the  recolledion 
of  what  God  hath  done  for  him  in  a  moral  and 
religious  v'xtW^^.  He  rejiorethmyfoul:  He  leadeth 
me  m  the  path  of  right  eoufnefs  for  his  name's,  fake. 
And  this  reafoning  is  well  founded ;  becaufe 
the  goodnefs  of  God  is  an  eternal  and  immutable 
principle  of  his  nature,  good  men  have  juft 
caufe  to  exped:  the  continuance  of  the  divine 
mercy  to  them,  in  every  future  circumflance 
of  life,  from  the  experience  of  God's  mercy 
in  the  former  part  of  it ;  becaufe  the  difpofi- 
tion  to  ads  of  kindnefs  is  unchangeably  the 
fame,   the  fame  it  was  from  everlafting,    and 

§  Ver.  I.        II  Ver.  2.        %  Ver.  3. 
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will  remain  To  for  ever  without  the  leajfi: 
variablenefs  or  fhadow  of  turning:  But 
then, 

II.  We  have  the  Pfalmifl's  refolution  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  conclufion  he  thus  draws  in 
his  own  favour.  And  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  for  ever.  The  houfe  of  the  Lord,  in 
the  time  of  David,  was  the  tabernacle  only, 
and  the  place  where  it  refided  j  the  te?nple  not 
being  ereded  till  the  reign  of  his  fon  and  fuc- 
ceflbr,  king  Solomon.  Now  the  tabernacle 
was  the  place  where  all  the  folemn  Sacrifices 
were  to  be  offered,  to  which  good  men  re- 
forted  to  offer  up  their  thankfgivings  and 
fupplications,  and  where  God  appear ed,  by  a 
vfible  jnajefty  and  glory,  to  teftify  oftentimes 
the  acceptance  of  the  fervices  of  his  wor- 
fnippers.  To  this  the  royal  Pfalmifl:  alludes, 
when  banifhed  in  the  wildernefs,  he  expreffes 
his  impatience  to  be  reftored  to  the  liberty  of 
worfliipping  God  in  the  tabernacle  ^',  to  fee, 
as  he  expreffes  himfelf,  thy  power  and  thy  glory^ 
as  Ihave  feen  thee  in  thy  fandluary,  referring  to 
the  cloud  and  glory,  which  were  the  emblems 
both  of  the  majefty  and  gracious  acceptance 
of  God  :  And  therefore  when  the  Pfalmifl  de- 
clares that  he  would  dwellin  the  houfe  of  the 
.Lord for  ever,  the  meaning  is,  that  he  would 
pay  his  mofl  folemn  and  public  acknowledg- 
ments, to  God;  that  the  conftant  experience 
of  the  divine  goodnefs  {hould  awaken  in  him 
an  habitual  gratitude,  and  that  his  returns  of 

*  Pfal.  Ixiii.  2. 
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adoration  and  praife  fliouid  be  as  daily  and 
conjlant  as  the  benefits  he  received  from  him. 
As  he  promiled  himfelf  the  continuance  of 
the  divine  goodnefs  and  mercy  all  the  days  of 
his  life;  fo  he  refolves  that  he  would  erftploy 
himfelf  in  the  worihip  of  God  his  benefactor 
for  ever,  riohth/  concludina-,  that  renewed 
favours  renew  and  ilrengthcn  men's  obliga- 
tions to  gratitude  and  praiie,  and  that  the 
reafons  for  thankfulnefs  and  duty  can  never 
ceafe,  whilfl  God  continues  to  .be  kind  and 
gracious.  The  words  being  thus  explained 
v/ili  give  us  occafion  to  confider  the  follow- 
ing fubjeds. 

I.  The  nature  and  certainty  of  a  particular 
providence. 

II.  That  there  is  no  feciirity  oi  humorn  hap- 
finejs  but  in  the  favour  of  God. 

III.  That  the  proper  exprejjion  of  gratitude 
to  God  for  his  benefits,  is  folemnly  to  ^jcorjjdip 
and  praife  him. 

I.  Thefe  words  lead  us  to  confider  the  na- 
ture and  certainty  of  a  particular  providence ; 
for  the  Pfalmiff  s  conclufion  in  his  own  fa- 
vour, that  goodnefs  and  mercy  fhall follow  him 
all  his  days,  is  entirely  founded  on  this  priiici- 
ple  i  that  God  had  an  efpecial  concern  for  his 
welfare  and  happinefs,  and  would  by  'dWfuitabk 
and  proper  methods  continue  to  promote  it  :  A 
principle,  that  fuppofes  God's  providence  ex- 
tends to  individuals,  and  that  he  hath  the 
peculiar  and  fpecial  direction  and  orderance  of 
the  great  events  and  circumftances  of  human 
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life,    and  particularly  thofe  of  good  and  up^ 
rig  At  men. 

The  general  providence  of  God  is  that  ^f/z^- 
r^/  care  which  he  takes  of  the  whole  frajue  of 
nature,  to  prefer ve  it  in  order;  or  that  divine 
fuperintendency  and  influence,   by  which  he 
continues  in  being  and   vigour  all   thofe  origi- 
nal laws  of  nature  by  which  the  ftrudture  of 
the  univerfe  in  general,  and  the  particular  be- 
ing of  each  individual  are  upheld  and  conti- 
nued throughout  the  feveral  fucceffive  ages  of 
their  exiftence.     Thefe  laws  are  by  fome  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  wifely  and  immutably  fixed 
from  the  beginning  of  things  -,  and   therefore 
fo  lixed  as   to  admit  of  no  kind  of  chanee 
or  variation  from  them,  fo  that  the  world,  and- 
every  individual  in  it,   are  upon  this  fcheme 
fuppofed   to    be    wholly    exempted    from    all 
further  divine  care  and  infpedion  -,  other  than 
what  relates  to  the  keeping  up  in  force   the 
primary  laws  impreffed  on  them  at  their  firft 
creation,    and  all  agents  to  be  abfolutely  left 
to  ftnft  for  themfehes  in  the  beft  manner  they 
can,    under   a  fettlement   rendered   neceffary, 
fatal  and  unalterable  by  the  firfl  contriver  of 
it,    and  from  intermeddling  in  which,    from 
over-ruling,     new- directing,     or     flifpending 
which,  he  hath  excluded  even  himfelf  fo  as  ne- 
ver to  interfere  on  any  occafions,    or  for  the 
fake  of  any  ends  or  perfons  whatfoever.     Con- 
fider  here  : 

I .  That  there  are  fuch  original  laws  of  na-  • 
ture  impreflcd  on  the  whole  frame,  and  which 

do 
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do  more  or  lefs  extend  to  every  Individu?.!,  is 
what  no  perfon  will  deny,  who  hath  any  know- 
ledge of  the  ftrudure  of  things,  or  the  regu- 
lar procefs  of  nature  in  her  operations  and  pro- 
dudtions  j  And  that  the  great  ends  of  the  di- 
vine providence  and  government  are  generally 
carried  on  by  thofe  laws,  as  far  as  their  influ- 
ence can  extend ,  fo  that  God  doth  not  rafily 
or  capricioujly  vary  from  them,  will  alfo  be 
univerfally  allowed.  But  that  God  hath  ab- 
folutely  determined  never  to  fuperfede  them, 
that  he  never  hath  fufpended  them,  or  that 
there  can  never  be  any  reafon  in  the  courfe 
of  his  providence  to  give  them  a  new  direc- 
tion :  Thefe  are  things  incapable  of  all  proof, 
and  fhould  therefore  never  be  alTerted.  Upon 
the  fuppofition  that  jniracles  have  been  per- 
formed, and  there  are  fa(fl3  of  this  nature, 
the  proofs  of  the  truth  of  which  will  not 
eaiily  be  evaded  :  It  is  certain,  that  God  hath 
j2Gt  tied  up  himfelf  by  the  inftrumentaUty  of 
thefe  fecond  caufcs,  nor  (o  fixed  the  laws  of 
nature,  as  to  refolve  never  to  depart  from  and 
a(S  without  them.     But 

2.  l^  every  thing  in  nature  was  abfolutely 
material,  and  wholly  fuhjed:  in  all  its  powers 
and  operations  to  the  original  lavv'S  of  matter 
and  motion,  I  am  apt  to  think,  this  general 
providence  of  God  would  account  for  is:// ap- 
pearances and  events  whatfoever :  For  then 
the  rules,  by  which  all  kinds  of  beings  would 
proceed,  would  be  fimilar  and  uniform ;  and 
there  would  be  no  reafon  for  any  deviations 
from  them.     The  fame  impreffions  of  divine 
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power  would  conftantly  produce  the  fame  ef- 
fects, and  the  ends  of  providence  be  all  an- 
fwered  by  one  uniform,  regular  and  invariable 
train  of  caufes  and  effeds.  Every  thing  in 
this  view  would  be  fubjed  to  real  neceffity, 
and  be  as  peremptory  and  fixed,  as  the  gravita- 
tion of  matter  ;  or  the  laws  to  which  the  vege- 
table or  animal  part  of  the  creation  are 
fubjed. 

3.  This  allowance  of  a  general  providence 
is  in  fome  refpeds  acknowledging  a  J'pecial  and 
'particular  one.  For  by  granting  that  the  laws 
of  the  material  world  are  upheld  by  the  conti- 
nual influence  and  impreffion  of  the  divine  power, 
it  is  acknowledged,  that  the  moft  inconlidera- 
ble  and  contemptible  infed:  is  the  continual  care, 
and  under  the  perpetual  guardianfhip  and  pro- 
tection of  God.  His  almighty  power  is  al- 
ways exerted  for  its  prefervation.  It  is  God 
who  continues  the  feveral  j'pecieSy  and  upholds 
every  individual  in  being  -,  who  preferves  their 
I'efpedive  powers  and  inilinds,  and  keeps 
them  conftantiy  in  their  right  diredtion  to  fuch 
objedts  and  adtions,  as  is  necelfary  to  their 
welfare,  and  to  diftinguifli  them  from  all  other 
forts  of  being  whatfoever.  Yea,  there  is  not 
a  fpire  of  grafs^  upon  this  fchenie  af  a  general 
providence,  but  what  vegetates  and  grows  by 
a  divine  immediate  agency  :  There  is  not  a 
f.ower  of  the  field  or  garden,  but  what  the 
hand  of  God  paints  ',  not  a  {\v>'^>.q,  blcJ^orUy  but 
what/S^  opens  \  not  one  produdion  amidfi  all 
tlic  infinite  variety  of  nature  but  what  he  che- 
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rIOies,  cultivates,   and   brings  at  length  to  its 
full  maturity  and  perfe(5tion. 

Hardjate  of  mati,  if  he  is  the  o«/>' creature  in 
the  univerfe,  who  is  left  dejlitute  of  his  Maker's 
care,  and  given  up  to  chance  or  fate,  or 
wholly  abandoned  to  himfelf,  amidfl  a  thou- 
fand  uncertainties  and  accidents  and  evils  of 
life,  without  any  fliare  in  the  regards,  or  in- 
tereft  in  the  condud  of  that  divine  power  and 
wifdom^  which  continually  exert  themfelves 
in  favour  of  every  other  individual  being  what- 
foever  !  To  each  of  thefe  there  is  in  reality  a 
particular  providence  exerted  :  And  this  is  ne- 
cefTarily  implied  in  the  acknowledgment  of 
God's  general  providence :  For  a  general 
providence  is  in  truth  nothing  t\{^  but  fuch  a 
providence  as  extends  itfelf  to  every  indivi- 
dual. And  thofe  general  laws  of  nature,  by 
which  the  conftant  courfe  of  natural  caufes 
and  efFe(5ls  is  upheld,  are  applied  and  direBed 
in  their  influence,  efficacy  and  operation  in 
exad  proportion,  as  the  diflinift  fpeeies  of  the 
feveral  beings  that  exifl^  and  the  difiinguilli- 
ing  powers  and  properties  of  them  rcfpec- 
tively  require. 

There  is  mfome  refpetfts  a  particular  pro- 
vidence exerted  with  refpcd;  to  every  man  upon 
this  fchcme  of  a  general  providence  :  For  the 
animal  part  of  his  frame  is  fubje(5t  to  the  ;^^- 
neral laws  of  matter  and  motion  :  And  he  lives 
and  groivs  by  the  con  (Ian  t  agency  of  Godj 
keeping  thofe  laws  in  their  perpetual  vigour 
and  adiivity :  And  that  even  thofe  laws  do 
not  operate  always  exactly  uniform  and  alike; 
F  2  but 
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but  have  fometimes  a  different  dlreSion,  and 
do  produce  very  different  effects,  is  evident 
from  the  difjimilitude  in  form,  features,  coun- 
tenance, height,  and  other  properties  of  in- 
dividuals. A  fad  that  could  not  happen  if 
natural  caufes  always  operated  exactly  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  which  therefore  muff  be 
owing,  either  to  xhz  f elf -dire  ciion  of  thofe  na- 
tural caufes  themfelves,  which  is  abfurd,  or 
to  the  will  and  pleaftire  of  him  who  hath  ap- 
pointed all  the  laws  of  nature,  and  diverlifies 
their  operations  and  effe<fls,  according  to  the 
dirediion  of  his  own  wifdom  and  goodnefs. 

It  remains  therefore,  upon  the  allowance  of 
a  general  providence,  that  every  individual 
perfon  is  in  many  refpedts,  an  objedl  of  the 
-perpetual  infpedion  and  care  of  God  -,  or  that 
there  is  a  particular  providence  exercifed  to- 
wards hinij  both  in  xh^  formation  and  produc- 
tion of  his  particular  frame,  and  in  t\\Q  co?ifia?2t 
prefervatim  2indfupport  of  it ;  and  that  it  doth 
not  appear,  that  thefe  effects  are,  or  in  their 
nature  can  be,  owing  to  the  perpetually  uni- 
form operation  of  natural  caufes,  but  to  the 
^voluntary  aQ-itviTiimXion  and  dired:ion  of  him, 
by  whofe  perpetual  influence  thofe  laws  con- 
tinue in  force,  and  produce  fuch  effeds,  as 
he  ordains  and  direds  them  to  produce. 

This  is  neceffarily  included  in  the  charader 
of  God's  being  the  conftant  preferver  of  all 
things :  A  charader  which  will  be  allowed 
him  by  all  who  believe  his  being  and  per- 
fedions,  and  which  can  never  be  denied 
him   but  upon  the  fuppofition  either  of  the 
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eternity  and  independency  of  matter  and  aU 
its  laws,  or  the  fubjedion  of  all  things  to 
abfolute  neceffity  and  fatahty.  Suppofitions 
which,  however  different  they  may  feem, 
will  be  found  upon  ftricft  reafoning  to  coin- 
cide; and  can  indeed  only  be  true  upon  the 
fcheme  of  flrid  infidelity  and  downright 
Atheifm.     But, 

4.  Befides  this  charader  of  God,  as  the 
preferver  of  all  things,  there  is  another  equally 
eflential  to  him,  which  is  that  of  Governor  -, 
and  befides  his  natural  providence,  by  which 
he  fuflains  the  whole  frame,  and  every  indi- 
vidual, there  is  a  moral  adminifiration  which 
he  exercifes  towards  moral  and  intelligent 
agents  :  And  if  there  be  any  of  his  creatures, 
capable  of  fuch  government,  it  is  as  abfurd  to 
imagine,  that  God  will  divefl  himfelf  of  his 
charge,  as  that  he  will  throw  up  the  protec- 
tion of  the  natural  world,  which  cannot  fub- 
fift  without  his  conftant  influence  and  fup- 
port.  That  men  are  capable  fubjeds  of  mo- 
ral government  is  as  certain,  as  that  they  can 
think  and  are  confcious,  and  can  recollecl  and 
have  free  choice  -,  can  give  a  reafon  of  their 
condud,  can  govern  themfelyes  by  a  rz//f, 
can  be  influenced  by  fan5iions,  and  reap  the 
effeBs  of  their  o%v?i  temper  and  behaviour. 

And  this  capacity  for  moral  government  de- 
monflrates  the  original  intention  of  their  be- 
ing, that  God  defigned  them  for  a  ftate  of 
rational  fubjeSli on  and  obedience  to  himfelf, 
made  them  naturally  accountable  to  his  own 
tribunal,  and  expeds  that  they  govern  them- 
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felves  by  thofe  laws  which  he  hath  appointed 
them.  What  is  ejj'ential  to,  and  involved  uni- 
verially  in  the  nature  of  any  fpecies  of  beings, 
demonllrates  the  great  end  of  their  formation  : 
And  it  is  not  more  certain  that  God  gave  men 
reafon,  that  they  fhould  ufe  and  exercife  it, 
than  it  is,  that  he  made  them  in  a  ftate  of 
fubjecflion  to  himfelf,  that  he  might  govern 
them,  and  gave  them  the  powers  of  choice, 
freedom,  confcioufnefs  and  recolled:ion  to  ren- 
tier them  accountable. 

If  then  every  man  as  fuch  is  the  unquef- 
tionable  fiibje(5t  of  God's  moral  government, 
every  individual  is  for  this  reafon  under  the 
fpeciai  conftant  infpe(5]:ion  and  conduct  of 
Cod  :  i.  e.  God  exercifes  a  particular  providence 
ever  kiruy  without  which  there  can  be  no  mo- 
ral government ,  God  is  concerned,  as  be^ 
comes  a  wife  and  good  governor,  for  his 
happinefs,  and  promotes  it,  as  far  as  is  con- 
fident with  his  own  wifdom  and  reditude  ^ 
either  by  general  laws  and  conftitutions,  or  by 
fuch  peculiar  interpofitions,  as  the  general  wel- 
fare, or  the  happinefs  of  individuals  may  ren- 
der necejjary  and  expedient.  When  the  per- 
mitting the  general  laws  of  nature  to  take 
place  will  anfwer  the  views  of  the  divine 
adminiilration,  no  doubt  but  they  are  per- 
mitted to  go  on  :  But  when  there  are  fpeciai 
ends  to  be  ankvered,  for  which  thefe  laws 
are  not  Jujjicient,  or  when  the  general  views 
of  thie  divine  adminiflration  cannot  be  ac- 
compjilbed  by  the  regular,  uninterrupted 
cpurfe   of  thefe  laws,    it    is  every  way  rea- 
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fonable  to  think,  that  God  wiil  exert  his  onm 
power  and  wiJdo77i  to  bring  them  about  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  fliall  finally  prove  efFe(5tual, 
without  tying  himfelf  up  to  any  ordinary 
methods  of  action,  or  confining  himfelf  to 
the  ufual  and  flated  laws  of  nature.  Since 
it  is  equally  eafy  to  God  to  acfl  by  or  vary 
from  thofc  original  laws,  and  ahfolutely  cer- 
tain that  whether  he  maintains  that  Jirji  di- 
rection, or  at  any  time  imprefles  on  any  part 
of  the  frame  of  things  a  new  one,  he  doth 
the  one  or  the  other  to  render  them  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  own  purpofes,  and  efpecially 
the  intereft  of  his  moral  kingdom  and  go- 
vernment. 

As  God  fuperintends  the  affairs  of  nations 
and  kingdoms,  where  is  the  difficulty  of  fup- 
pofing,  that  as  \\q frequently  continues  the  courfe 
of  natural  laws  to  produce  fruitful  feafons, 
and  every  other  circumftance,  on  which  na- 
tional profperity  depends,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  national  integrity  and  virtue ;  fo  he 
doth  on  proper  occafions  check  the  force  and 
operation  of  natural  caufes,  withhold,  or  fo 
alter  the  influence  of  his  own  power  and  ac- 
tivity, as  (hall  produce  the  contrary  efteds 
for  the  punijijment  of  national  immorality  and 
vice:  And  as  every  individual  is  under  the  di- 
vine infpedlion,  is  the  fubjed:  of  God's  go- 
vernment, and  accountable  at  his  tribunal  ; 
as  religion  and  virtue  fecure  his  approbation, 
■and  impiety  and  vice  are  his  neccffary  abhor- 
rence, what  more  confillent  with  the  charac- 
ter of  God,  as  an  infinitely  wife,  righteous, 
F  4  -good 
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good  and  merciful  being  -,  than  that  he  (hould 
io  dire(5l  and  order  the  methods  of  his  pro- 
vidence towards  every  individual,  as  fliall 
iTiOit  effeduaily  difcountenance  what  he  ab- 
hor Sy  and  encourage  and  promote  that  moral 
reBitude,  which  is  the  great  end  of  his 
government,  and  agreeable  to  his  nature 
and  will. 

5.  This  doSirine  of  a  particular  providence  is 
th^fubjiance  of  all  divine  revelation^  which  in 
general  contains  the  account  of  God's,  deal- 
ings vi'ith  particular  nations  and  perfons,  and 
teaches  that  God's  ini'pedion  and  care  extends 
10  every  objed:  without  exception  :  A  doc- 
trine, confirmed  by  our  blefed  Lord  in  the  mofl 
exprcfs  manner,  and  on  the  truth  of  which, 
^11  the  great  motives  to  religion  and  virtue, 
I  had  almofl:  faid,  the  very  being  of  both, 
and  their  continuance  in  the  world,  depend. 
And  though  bad  men  will  never  relifh  this 
do(fl:rine,  and  will  be  apt  to  charge  God, 
thus  exerciling  an  univerfai  providence  over 
every  particular  perfon,  in  the  language  of 
Cecilius,  an  ancient  objedor  to  Chriftianity 
on  account  of  this  very  principle,  with  being 
*'  troublefomely  and  impertinently  inquilitive 
^^  and  curious  :"  Yet  to  good  men  the  belief 
of  his  particular  providence  is  xhc  great  fat if- 
fadlion  and  comfort  of  their  being,  as  it  gives 
an  high  relifh  to  every  fmgle  enjoyment  they 
have,  and  is  a  full  fecurity  to  their  minds, 
that  they  fhall  obtain  from  the  guardianfhip 
^pd  care  of  it  that  conftant  proteBion,  which 
js  neceflary  to  their  preferyatioD,  that  daily 
I  guidance^ 


Be  r  m .  4  •     •  '■ '  ^  explained  a  nd  proved.  ■■!'^| 

guidance,  which  fhall  keep  them  from  all  fa,- 
tal  miftakes  in  conduct,  and  that  liberal  fup" 
ply  of  all  their  returning  wants,  which  is  eflen- 
tial  to  their  fecurity  and  happinefs. 

6.  The  things  that  may  be  expeBed  from 
this  peculiar  providence  of  God,  are  fuch  as 
are  worthy  the  interpojition  of  the  divine  good- 
nefsy  and  ejjential  to  the  true  weljare  and  hap'^ 
pinefe  of  mankind.  They  relate  both  to  Joul 
3nd  body,  and  to  our  moft  valuable  concerns 
in  time  and  to  eternity.  Though  the  parti- 
cular providence  of  God  cannot  be  denied 
without  giving  up  his  moral  providence  and 
government,  yet  we  fhould  take  Cctre  not  to 
-extend  it  to  things  impertinent  and  mean, 
unTuitable  to  the  dignity  and  perfedion  of  his 
charadcr,  or  that  can  in  the  leaft  refled  upon 
his  moral  reftitude  and  purity.  Some  perfons 
have  rendered  the  doctrine  of  a  particular 
providence  contemptible  and  ridiculous,  by 
introducing  it,  and  talking  of  it,  as  concerned 
in  all  the  niinute  and  uninterefting  events  of 
life,  which  are  of  no  confequence  in  them- 
felves,  and  in  which  nothing  but  weaknefs  and 
enthufiafm  could  imagine  any  fpecial  inter- 
polition  of  the  divine  agency  and  providence. 
They  afcribe  the  common  and  ordinary  adtions 
of  every  day,  the  vifits  they  make,  the  refolu- 
tions  they  form,  the  dictates  of  their  own  folly, 
the  fuggeftions  of  their  own  caprice  and  hu- 
mour ',  their  unconneded,  undigefled  effufions^ 
and  other  things  of  a  like  trivial  nature,  to 
God's  particular  diredlion  and  impreffion ;  as 
though  they  had  this  great  and  glorious  being 
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^t  their  beck,  or  were  themfelves  only  a  fort 
of  machines,  perpetually  moved  and  adluated 
by  his  dired:ion  and  impulfe  :  But  thofe  who 
would  fpeak  with  underftanding,  propriety 
and  decency,  of  the  particular  providence  of 
God,  fliould  promife  themfelves  no  immediate 
interpofitions  or  influences  of  the  deity,  but 
fuch  as  are  worthy  the  infinite  wifdom,  recti- 
tude and  goodnefs  of  his  nature,  and  ejfential 
to  the  moral  improvement  and  real  happmefs  of 
rational  agents,  on  their  trial  for  eternity. 
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SERMON     V. 

A  particular  Providence  the  only  Foun-^ 
dation  of  a  good  Man's  Security. 

Psalm  xxiii.  6, 

^U7'efy  goodnefs  and  mercy  jlo all  jollow  me  all  the 
days  of  my  lije  :  And  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  hordjor  ever* 

THESE  words  plainly  affert  the  reality 
of  a  particular  providence,  or  fuch  a 
providence  as  extends  its  care  and  goodnefs 
to  particular  perfons :  For  the  Pfalmift's  af- 
furance  that  goodnefs  and  mercy  fi  all  follow  him 
all  his  days  could  be  fupported  upon  no  other 
foundation  but  this,  that  God  hath  a  regard 
to  all  the  works  of  his  hands,  and  that  in  par-  . 
ticular  the  concerns  of  every  mans  being  and 
life  are  under  his  immediate  and  peculiar  direc- 
tion. I  have  fhewn  you  that  all  the  laws  of 
naturCy  by  which  all  the  various  effects  of  the 
material  world  are  produced,  are  the  laws  of 
Gody  and  owe  their  power  and  eficacy  to  the 
perpetual  imprejjions  and  influence  of  God,  and 
jjiat  there  is  therefore  ^Jpecial  providence  ex^ 

ercifed 
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ercifed  to  every  individual  in  the  produSlion  and 
^i^ontinuance  of  his  frame,  and  that  as  the  cha- 
racter of  God,  as  the  moral  gover?ior  of  the 
world,  is  as  renl2.\\'i  important ,  as  that  of  his 
being  the  creator  and  preferver  of  it  -,  he  muft 
therefore  neceiTarily  infpeB  the  temper  and  be- 
haviovjr  of  every  individual  rational  being  which 
'he  hath  made,  and  fo  direB  his  own  condu6t 
and  the  difpofals  of  his  providence  towards  each 
of  them,  as  may  moil  effed:ually  tend  to  pro^ 
fnote  the  ends  of  that  government  which  he  ex- 
ercifes,  and  the  particular  ivelfare  of  thofe 
\vho  are  tht  proper  fubje6ts  of  it. 

^nd  unlefs  this  dodrineof  a  particulsr  pro- 
vidence be  allowed,  all  the  grand  articles  and 
duties  of  religion  will  have  no  foundation ;  the 
fenfe  olsxi^xi^  dependence  Qvs.  God  will  abfolutely 
wear  off;  prayer  for  the  divine  prote(flion  and 
bleffing  be  impertinence  and  fuperflrition ;  gra- 
titude and  thank/giving  will   be  irrational  and 
abfurd  ;  hope  and  truji  in  his  power  and  good- 
nefs  will  be  vain  and  fruitlefsj  fome  of  the 
bejl  difpojitions  that  we  can  exercife,  will  have 
no  encouragement  or  motive  -,  fome  of  the  bejl 
pleafures  we  receive  will  be  abfolutely  loji,  and 
tlie  fecurity  of  our  minds,  as  to  future  hap- 
pinefs   and  fafety,  muft  be  exchanged  for   a 
condition  oi perpetual  uncertainty ^  anxiety  ^nd 
Jear.     As  to  thofe,  who  have  had  ih.Q Jirmejl 
belief  2^^^^  higheji  fenfe  of  deity,  who  have  been 
perfons  of  unqueftionable  religion  andpiety,  and 
have  lived  and  died  by  the  principles  and  rules 
pf  it ',    they  have  univerfally  acknowledged  this 
.  par- 
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particular  providence  of  God  :  It  hath  been  an 
avowed,  indiiputable  principle  with  them  ; 
and  they  have  not  only  aflertcd  it,  but  have 
given  us  their  own  experience  of  it,  and  de- 
clared, many  of  them,  the  happy  fruits  and 
effeds  of  it  with  refpcd:  to  themfelves.  And 
I  am  apt  to  think,  that  whatever  objections 
may  be  made  againft  the  truth  of  this  doc- 
trine, there  will  be  enough  in  the  experience 
of  every  thoughtful  and  judicious  obferver  to 
eftablifli  and  confirm  him  in.  the  belief  of  it : 
And  as  it  is  a  principle,  thus  reajhnable  in  it- 
felf,  and  agreeable  to  what  every  one  may  find 
mfaSi',  fo  there  is  none  that  gis^^' greater 
fatisfadlion  in  the  belief  of  it  to  all  well-dif- 
pofed  minds,  or  that  tends  more  .  to  the  efta- 
blifiiment  of  their  true  comfort  and  happicefs. 
This  leads  me 

ir.  To  the  fecond  thing  I  propofed  to  fpeak 
to  fi'om  thefe  words,  which  is,  that  tliere  is 
really  no  promifing  ourfelves  any  fecurity  and 
continuance  of  bappifiefs,  but  from  the  continued 
providence,  favour  and  goodnfs  of  God.  No  one 
reckons  himfelf  thoroughly  happy,  only  UDon 
account  of  what  he  now  hath  in  acftual  pojff- 
fion-y  unlefs  he  can  take  in /z^/z/r/Vv  into  his 
hope,  and  enjoy  the  pleafing  profped  that 
his  prefent  profperity  i'hall  be  eftabliihed.  It 
would  have  yielded  but  little  confolation  to 
the  royal  Pfalmift,  that  he  was  now  in  plenty, 
if  he  had  the  melancholy  profpevfl  and  diftrell- 
ing  fear  of  future  want,  that  he  had  a  table 
prepared  for  him  in  the  midfl  of  his  enemies,  if  he 
had  reafon  to  conclude,  that  he  ihould  be  foon 

per- 
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permitted  to  fall  a  prey  to  their  cruelty  and 
malice,  or  that  his  foul  was  rejioredy  if  he  had 
not  fomething  to  aflure  him,  that  he  fhould  be 
freferved  from  final  forfeiture  of  divine  favour^ 
or  that  he  walked  in  the  path  of  right eoujnefs,  if 
he  faw  himfelf  expofed  to  dangerous  and  fuc- 
cefsful  temptations^  that  he  had  not  refolution 
and  firmnefs  of  mind  fufficient  to  enable  him 
to  conquer.  No,  fuch  an  apprehenfion  would 
have  made  him  almoft  infenfible  to  the  feli- 
city of  his  prefent  condition,  and  filled  him 
with  the  utmoft  anxiety,  to  think  of  the  fu- 
ture fad  alteration  and  exchange  of  it.  And 
therefore  what  crowned  hishappinefs,  was  the 
pleafing  profpedt  of  the  continuance  of  it^ 
and  that  it  fhould  be  durable  and  permanent 
as  life  itfelf ;  not  from  any  train  of  natural 
caufes  and  efifeds,  of  which  he  faw  the  un- 
certainty, but  from  the  continued  favour  and 
prote^ion  of  him  to  whom  he  owed  his  happy 
ftate,  whofe  power  and  goodnefs  were  abun- 
dantly fufficient  to  maintain  his  lot,  and  to 
prevent  every  fubftantial  mifery  from  befalling 
him.  Surely  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God, 
my  preferver  and  benefadlor,  fid  all  follow  me  all 
my  days.  Here  I  place  my  hope  :  From  hence 
arifes  all  my  prolpeds  of  full  eftablifhment 
and  fecurity.  And  that  the  favour  and  good- 
nefs oi  divine  providence  is  the  on\y  joundation 
of  fuch  a  confidence,  may  be  made  appear  from 
many  confiderations. 

I.  If  the  being  of  God  be  allowed  ;  yet  if 
all  interpofition  of  a  particular  providence  be 
denied^  and  all  events  are  fuppofed  to  be  wholly 

3  ^^^y 
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left  to  the  train  of  natural  caufes  and  efFe(fls  ; 
it   ought  to  be  confidered,  that  what  may  be 
the  efFe<fls   of  the   ordinary  operation  of  na- 
tural caufes,  is,  as  to  us,  an  abfolute  uncertainty , 
We   cannot    poffibly  underftand  any  thing  of 
them  any  otherwife  than  as  they  come  to  pafs, 
and  the  event  difcovers  them  3  fo  that  thefe 
are  no  manner  of  ground  of  a  rational  depen- 
dence and  fecurity,  that  our  profperity,  tem- 
poral or  fpi ritual,  fliall  be  lafting.     If  we  may 
judge  by  experience  and  the  courfe  of  things, 
thefe  frequently    deceive  men's    expedation  : 
And  that  ancient  obfervation  of  a  very  wife 
man  *,  that  the  race  is  not  to  thefwifty  nor  the 
battle  to  thejirong,  neither  bread  to  the  wife,  nor 
riches  to  men  of  under fianding^  nor  favour  to  men 
of  jkill'y  or  that  events  do  not  always  anfwer 
to  the  probability    of  fecond  caufes,   is    fre- 
quently verified  in  every  age  of  the   world. 
Both  in  publick  and  private  life  the  bejl  con^ 
certed  meafures  have  often  failed,  and  the  wifeft 
fchemes  have  been  entirely  fruftrated  through 
fome  unexpetfbed  event,  which  hath  come  in 
the  way  and  prevented  their  accompliflimen.t ; 
happening   perhaps  in   the  regular  courfe  of 
things,  and  which,  becaufe  it  could  not  be 
forefeen,    could  not   be  particularly  provided 
and  guarded  againft.     Yea  it  hath  often  hap- 
pened,   that  the  very    methods    which    have 
been  refolved  on,  to  render  perfonal  and  pub- 
lick    happinefs   lafting,  have   proved  by  a  fad 
reverfe  the  very  means  of  defir eying  ?V,.and  bring- 
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ing  on  the  moft  fubftantial  and  lalllng  mifery  ; 
fo  that  the  building,  our  hope  of  iecurity  on 
any  fuppofed  train  of  natural  caufes  and  ef- 
fects, is  building  on  mere  fuppolition,  imagi- 
nation and  ignorance;  making  conclulions 
from  premifes  we  know  nothing  about,  and 
drawing  inferences  in  our  own  favour  from 
caufes,  as  to  the  operations  and  produdiions, 
of  which  we  are  entire  flrangers ;  and  which 
inftead  of  ad:ing  for  our  advantage  may  ope- 
rate to  our  ruin.  Men  therefore  muft  look 
higher  ih-dn/econd  caufes  to  fupport  their  hope 
of  continued  good,  even  to  him  who  is  the 
fupj'eme  difppfer  of  them,  who  can  fruftrate 
our  expectations  from  the  bed  appearances, 
and  make  even  the  moft  unpromiiing  ones 
contribute  to  our  welfare  and  felicity.     But, 

2.  If  we  will  take  away  the  being  of  God, 
and  fuppofe  that  there  is  no  kind  of  provi- 
dence, general  or  particular,  exercifed  to- 
wards any  part  of  the  works  of  nature,  and 
particularly  no  providential  care  tov/ards  men, 
and  fubuitute  chance  or  fate  in  the  room  of 
God  and  his  providence  -,  what  fciirity  can 
any  man  of  common  fenfe  or  reafon  derive 
from  fuch  a  fcheme  as  this  ?  Or  rather  in 
what  a  ftate  of  abfolute  uncertainty  is  he  left 
upon  this  foundation  ?  If  chance  be  any  thing 
befiides  a  mere  name  without  meaning,  reality 
and  exiftence  -,  if  it  be  as  one  of  its  defenders 
defines  it,  a  caife  which  produces  any  effeSi  iinth^ 
out  intending  or  being  confcious  to  it ;  the  con- 
fequence  to  human  happinefs  is  the  moft  im- 
comfortahk  that  poilibly  can  be,  and  cuts  up 

the 
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the  foundation  of  all  rational  hope  of  perma- 
nent and  lafting  good  from  it.     For  if  it  be  a 
caufe  which  operates  without  confcioufnefs  or 
intention,  it  can  have  nothing  but  mere  ca- 
price and  accident  to  dire(ft  it,  and  its  effeSis 
muft  be  eternally  variable  and  contradi^ory ;  (o 
that  if  under  this  direction  our  lot  (liould  be 
now  ever  fo  comfortable  and  happy,  under  the 
influence  of  the  fame  unequal    and  variable 
principle,  I  may.  be  foon  reduced  to  the  con- 
trary extreme  of  mifery,  and  cannot  poffibly 
afcertain  the  polTeffion  of  my  happinefs  for  a 
iingle  day  or  hour.     The  very  term  of  chance 
implies  perpetual  uncertainty  and   mutabilityj 
which  can  never  afford  any  juft  ground  to  ex- 
pe(ft  conflant  and  immutable  felicity  :  But  the 
fteady  courfe  of  natural  events,  and  the  wife 
laws  of  naturCi  by  which  all  human  effeds  are 
produced,  are  the  moft  effectual  confutation  of 
the  univerfdl  fuperintendency  of  chance,  and 
fully  deliver  us  from  the  terror  of  being  fub- 
jed:  to  the  capricious  diredion  of  it. 

If  we  fubftitute  /ii/^*  and  necefjity  in  the  room 
of  chance,  and  of  God  and  his  providence^ 
what  effed:  will  this  have  upon  human  happi- 
nefs ?  And  what  hope  will  it  afford  us  of  a 
flable  and  permanent  felicity  ?  It  will  leave  us  in 
a  ftate  of  as  abfolute  uncertainty,  as  the  fcheme 
of  chance  itfelf :  For  till  we  know  what  we 
are  fated  to,  we  have  every  thing  to  fear  from 
this  dodrine  of  fatality.  It  may  be  our  lot  to 
be  deftined  to  the  mofl  fubftantial  and  per- 
manent mifery  :  And  to  have  a  full  tafte  of 
Vol.  II,  G  hap-^. 
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happintfs  only  to  g^ive  us  a  more  cxqiaiike 
fenfe  of  the  -diftfefs  attending  the  reverfe  of 
fuch  a  cGndition ;  fo  that  upon  this  foot  no 
one  can  argue  from  his  preient  to  his  future 
happinefs,  nor  derive  any  affarance  to  his  mind 
of  the  continuance  of  one  £ngle  ingredient  of 
pleafure  that  he  enjoys. 

3.  T'\\^  Jiate  of  all  things  in  the  prefent 
world  is  fubjedt  to  perpetual  uncertainty  and  in" 
conjlancy  ;  there  is  no  firm  dependence  to  be 
placed  on  them,  and  there  is  no  furer  way  to 
ail  the  diftrefles  and  vexations  of  a  difappoint- 
ment,  than  tci  form  large  expedations  from 
the^i,  and  to  promife  oarfelves  a  fure  conti- 
nuance of  any  condition  and  meafure  of  hap- 
pinefs they  may  flatter  us  with.  Prafperity  is 
a  very  dccmtfui  thing,  and  often  for  fakes  men 
when  they  have  the  moft  pleafing  prafpeds  of 
its  duration.  The  bcft  projeded  fchemes  for 
wealth  frequently  fail  men  :  Tiie  advantages 
of  trade  aind  commerce  are  as  precarious  as 
the  winds  and  v^^aves,  liable  to  perils  by  fea, 
to  dangers  at  home,  to  be  deftroyed  by  flames, 
to  be  ""prevented  by  the  vices  of  others,  and  - 
to  be  kffened  by  the  mifmanagement  and  im- 
prudences of  thofe  who  conduct  them.  The 
very  methods  made  ufe  of  to  increafe  our 
riches  too  frequently  prove  the  occafions  of 
dimini(hine  the  fubftance  we  have,  and  re- 
duce  us  to  the  extreameft  neceffity  and  want. f 
io  that  men  have  no  fecurity  from  the  con- 
llitntion  of  things  here  below  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  what  they  actually  poflefs.  We 
1  have 
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have  (Q^n  titles  of  honour  forfeited ;  large  ac- 
quilitions  waded  awayj  famihes  running  to 
decay,  and  fuddenly  extinguiflied  j  and  all  the 
faireft  profpeds  of  earthly  profperity  vanifh- 
ing  like  a  dream,  and  leaving  thofe  who 
formed  and  counted  them  fure  and  real,  un- 
der the  moil  affecting  vexations  and  difappoint- 
ments.  Or  if  no  change  fhould  happen  in 
any  of  thefe  ciri;umftances,  other  accidents 
may  arife  to  blafl  our  favourite  hope,  and  ren- 
der us  incapable  of  that  fatisfadtion  we  thought 
ourfelves  fare  of,  from  our  external  advan- 
tages. The  ufe  of  reafon  itfelf  may  be  loji  : 
A  perpetual  fcene  of  bodUy  diforder  may  render 
us  incapable  of  reUfbing  and  enjoying  them, 
and  introduce  diftreffes,  which  all  thefe  ad- 
vantages may  have  no  power  to  all  aviate  and 
remove  :  Or  when  we  think  ourfeives  in  pof- 
feffion  of  all  our  hopes,  and  are  apt  in  the 
fulnefs  of  our  fatisfaClion  to  fay  to  ourfelves, 
eat,  drink,  and  be  inerry ;  ^c'j//^  may  inftantly 
claim  us  for  his  prey,  and  remove  us  where 
thefe  thincrs  ihall  have  no  farther  name  or  re- 
membrance.  This  uncertainty  of  all  things 
here  below  is  the  confiant  experience  of  all 
ages,  and  is  fet  forth  in  the  facred  writings  by 
a  variety  of  ilrong  and  aiiedting  defer iptions. 
Yea,  what  is  the  moll:  valuable  pollellion  of 
human  nature,  religion  and  virtue  themfelves 
are,  as  far  as  they  depend  on  hu?nan  rejhlution, 
liable  to  decay  and  change^  and  too  often  prove 
as  the  morning  cloud  and  the  early  dew^  which 
foon  pafs  i^way-     To  whatever  objects  we  lock, 

G  2  incon- 
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inconftancy  appears  interwoven  into  their  na- 
ture, and  they  all  caution  us  to  moderate  our 
aftedlions  to  them  and  exped:ations  from  them^ 
I  add, 

4.  Man  is  naturally  an  imperfeSiy  indigent ^ 
dependent   creature,    with    extreamly    limited 
powers  and  abilities   evidently  infufficient  for 
his  own  happinefs,    and    without  any  capa- 
city  to   fecure  or  dired:  the  events  of  futu- 
rity, and   render  his  own  felicity  durable  and 
certain.     His  natural  and  moral  endowments 
are  comparatively  inconfiderable,  and  how  much 
foever  he   may  boaft  himfelf  of  one  or  other 
of*  them,  they   will  fail    him   in    many  cafes 
of  the  utmofl  importance  to  him,  and  difcover 
how   defective  and   v/eak  they  are,  and  how 
•little  they  deferve  to  be  depended  on.     How 
frail  a  poiTeilion  is  bodily  firength  I  and  in  hov*r 
many  cafes  is  it  abfolutely  im.potent   and  ufe- 
\t^^  ?  By  how  many  creatures  are  we  exceeded 
in  it,  and  hovr  eafilyis   it  loft  by  a  fudden 
blow  or  a  more  gradual  decay  ?  Hov/   little  is 
human  forejight  and  ivifdom  to  be  trufled  to, 
Vv'hich  cannot  fee  through  the  accidents  of  a ' 
fmgle  day,  nor  provide  againft  or  difcover  the 
events  of  to-morrow  ^  How  indigent  and  ?ie-' 
ce£itous  is  his  condition  throughout  the  whole 
of  life  ?  And   how  illy   furnifhed  for  the  fup- 
ply  and  happinefs  of  his   own  nature  ?  Who 
is  continuallv  forced  to  look  out  of  himfelf 
for  the  lupport  of  his  frame,  and  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  innumerable  external  objects,  to  mi- 
nifler  to  him  the  very   necefiaries  of  his  be- 
6  '  ing, 
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in?,   whofe  comfort  and  welfare  depend  upon. 
llich  a  variety  of  things,  which  he  hath  it  not 
in  his  power  to  command,  and  \\'\io[q  wants y 
though    perpetually   fupplicd,    are  perpetually 
returning,  and  as  necelTary  to  us   as   our  very 
conftitution  and  being.     How  vain   therefore 
and   impotent  is   all  felf- dependence  ?  If  left 
to  our  own  power,  how  defencelefs  and  open 
to  every  kind  of  danger  ?  Or  to  our  own  bcft 
prudence,    into   what  fatal   miftalvcs  and   er- 
rors fliall  we  not  hurry  ourfelves  ?   Or  to  the 
fufficiency  and  perfedion  of  our  nature,  how 
oreat  and  numerous  iliall   we  experience  our 
own  wants  to  be  ?  Every  thing  in  our  make 
difcovers  the  defed  and  dependency  of  it,  and 
fliews  that  however  it  came  into  being,  it  was 
never  formed  to   be   felf-fupplied,  and  to  ex- 
trad:  its  own  happinefs  out  of  itlHf,  without 
any   relation   or    being  beholden  to  another. 
And  as  every  man  is  in  his  nature  imperfedt,, 
and  all  need  fovereign  ailiilance  and  fupport, 
conftancy  of  happinefs  is   no  more  to  be  ex- 
peded  from  others  than  from  ourfelves ,  io^ 
befides   their  being  incapable  of  aKvays  iup- 
plying  all   our  wants,  there  may  and  v/ill  be 
frequently  a  want  of  inclination^  and  we  Ihall 
not  always  find  the  difpofition  to  do  it  anfv/er- 
able  even  to  the  power  and  ability. 

Since  then  the  fcheme  of  athcifin  will  .af- 
ford us  no  rejl  and  fecurity  of  mind,  no  allow 
us  to  promife  ourfelves  any  fubilantial  and 
lafting  felicity  ;  no,  nor  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  God,  without  introducing  his  providence, 
G  ^  and 


^6  A  particular  Providence  the  only      Serm.  5. 

and  moral  government :  Since  the  conftitution 
of  all  things  in  the  prefent  world  is  precarious^ 
and  liable  to  a  thoufand  accidents  and  changes : 
Since  every  man  knows  that  his  happinefs  is 
not  abfolutely  in  himfelj]  but  that  he  muft  be 
beholden  to  external  objeds,  accidents  and 
feafons,  which  he  cannot  over-rule  and  com- 
mand 'y  where  Jhall  ive  reji  ourjehes  f  What 
fecurity  can  we  obtain  againft  the  uncertain- 
ties of  life  ?  Or  muft  we  renounce  our  future 
j5rofpe(fts  of  happinefs,  and  live  under  the 
anxiety  of  perpetual  fears  of  unavoidable  mi- 
fery  hereafter^,  to  overwhelm  us  ?  No^  furley  : 
Tht^re  is  one  door  of  hope  Jiill  open^  and  2i  folid 
foundtition  of  confidence  and  truft  yet  remain- 
ing, which  if  we  rightly  build  on,  will  never 
difappoint  us:  And  rhat  is  xht  protedlion,  fa-^ 
vour  and  blejjing  of  the  good  providence  of  God, 
Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  Jloall follow  us  all  our 
days.  Whatever  are  the  methods  of  God's 
providence  towards  us,  they  fhall  all  of  them 
be  fubfervient  to  our  real  good.  Not  that  we 
can  promife  ourfelves  from  hence,  that  there 
fliall  be  720  interruption  of  our  temporal  prof- 
perity,  nor  any  affli5lion  of  life  befal  us,  but  ei- 
ther that  the  very  affticfions  of  life  themfelves 
iliall  be  over-ruled  for  our  advantage,  and  de- 
monftrate  God's  goodnefs  to  us  and  care  of  us ; 
or,  that  the  blejjings  and  comfort  of  life  we  have, 
iiiall  h<i  ftable  2.x\^ permanent ;  This  may  be  made 
to  appear  by  many  confiderations.     For, 

i .  The  providence  oj  God  is   a  principle  of 
religion,  certain  and  unqucfionabk,  and  arife^ 
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from  the  necejjary  perfeBions  of  the  divine  na- 
ture, and  from  the  relation  in  which  he  {lands 
towards  all  his  creatures.     And  becaufe  thq 
very  ends  of  creation  could  not  be  carried  orn 
and  anfwered,  without  the  exercife  of  a  mo-n 
ral  providence  and  government ;  fueh  a  pro^ 
vidence  there  muft  be,  unlefs  God  be  incapable, 
of  exerciling  it.     But   this  can   riever  be  al- 
lowed, if  God  be  the  univerfal  creator;  be- 
caufe  the  fam-e  pevfedions  by  which  he  intro>^ 
dueed  the  world  into  being,  are  abundantly 
jkfficient  for  the  protedion  and  government  of 
it.     Or,  unlefs  God  fiiould  be  fuppolcd  volun-^ 
tarily  to  diveft  himfelf  of  the  charge  of.  pro-^ 
vidence  :  But  tl:ils  would  reflet;  on  his  wifdom, 
and  goodnefs.     Nor  can  there  be  conceived 
any  motive  fufficient   to   induce  the  fupremCt 
Lord  and  univerfal  proprietor  of  the  world  ta 
renounce  the  univerfal  kingdom,  and  entirely 
to  fequefter  himfelf  from  his  own   creation. 
The  Epicurean  dream  that  providence  h^trou-: 
blefcme  2iXi^  fatiguing  providence y  defer ves  not  a 
refutation  3  lince  to  infinite  wifdom  and  power. 
nothing  can  be  dijiculty  nor  the   government 
of  the  world  give  a  moment's  unealinefs,  la- 
bour or  pain.     And  indeed  providence  is  fa 
interwoven    with    the  notion  of  a    God,    as. 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  feparate  them,  with-- 
out   firfl  entertaining  diihonourable    concep- 
tions of  God,  and  degrading  the  charadler  of 
that  infinitely  blefled  and  glorious  being.    And 
li  there  be  a  providence,  it  muft  be  particular 
and  extend  to  every  individual  being  i  fince  a 
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^fw^Tj/ providence,  which  doth  not  compre-^ 
hend  particulars,  is  a  contradidtion  in  terms  : 
And  if  providence  be  thus  particular,  it  muft 
be  fuited  to  the  particular  nature,  character, 
wants  and  circumflances  of  every  being,  and 
fo  directed,  as  to  promote  the  beft  and  wifeft 
purpofes. 

2..  K^ providence  is  thus  certain,  {o  that  /«- 
finitely  ivlfe  and  powerful  being  who  dire^fts- 
the  adminiftration  of  it,  is  abfolutely  y^^aV«/ 
to  effed:  all  fuch  purpofes,  and  to  over-rule 
all  fuch  events  as  have  any  connection  with 
and  tendency  to  promote  the  real  happinefs 
of  all  intelligent  and  reaforiable  beings.-  De- 
pendence on  natural  caufes,  operating  blindly 
and  necefl'arily,  is  abfurd.  To  form  expec- 
tations from  unmeaning,  unconfcious  fatality 
and  chance,  is  the  height  of  w'eaknefs  and 
folly.  Here  truft  is  like  building  without  a 
foundationy  and  flaying  ourfelvcs  upon  a  de- 
lufion  and  a  dream.  It  mud  be  an  intelli- 
gent, livings  active  being,-  who  alone  can 
deferve  our  confidence  and  hope.  Infinite 
power  fhevC^s  a  poffibility  of-a  thoufand  things 
being  done  to  promote  my'  happinefs,  of  eve- 
ry difficulty  and  obftru<5tidn  being  ;  ftmoved 
oiit  of  the  way  of  it,  arid  of  innumerable 
circumftances  being  made  to  contribute  their 
fhare  towards  the  promoting,  perfecting  and 
eftablifhing  it ;  efpecially  when  under  the 
conduct  of  infinite  wifdom.  Thefe  divine 
perfed:ions,  concurring  to  operate  in  our  fa- 
vour,    fhould    remove    all    difquietude    and 
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anxioufnefs  about  futurity;  and  fix  our  hearts 
in  the  firm  perfuafion,  that  our  happinefs,  if 
confulted  and  refolved  on  by  thefe,  fhall-  be 
both  fatisfying  and  permanent.  Eipecially  con- 
fidering,  ,  . 

:ii.3.'  That  providence  is  in  its- nature,  charac^ 
terand  intentions,  kindy  benevolent  z'^iA  friendly; 
Gxercifed  principally  for  purpofes  of  real  good- 
nefs,  and  carried  on  to  fecure  and  gradually 
to  biing  about  the  moft  valuable  and  excellent 
effeds.  '.  The  preferv^ation  of  the  order  of 
nature,  the  maintaining  the  powers  cf  it,  the 
over-rulin?  all  events  for  the  general  beneht, 
and  the  providing  for  the  fubfiftence,  comfort, 
and  happinefs  of  individuals,  are  the  grand  and 
principal  fcheme  and  view  of  providence ; 
And  therefore  in  the  jgeneral  view  of  it,  we 
may  afilire  ourfelves  that  the  end  aimed  at 
by  it,  is  the  general  good,  and  that  this  {hall 
be  fooner  or  later  accompliflied.  And  with 
refped:  to  that  providence  which  is  exercifed 
towards  particidar  perfons,  efpecially  towards 
fuch  as  are  tridy  religious  and  virtuoust  the 
afped  of  it  is  ever  favourable,  and  its  in- 
variable tendency  is  by  all  events  and  by  the 
moft  effectual  means,  to  prevent  every  real 
occafion  of  mifery,  and  to  fupply  every  fource 
of  comfort  and  happinefs.  And  thofe  cha- 
raders  of  divine  providence,  as  infinitely 
gracious,  kind  and  good,  are  abundantly 
fufficient  to  juftify  the  largeft  expedations 
frDm  it. 

This 
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This  was  the  ground  of  the  Pfalmlft's  hope: 
Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy JJjall  follow  me  all  my 
days.     He   had   found   that   the   conduft   of 
providence   towards  him  thus  far   had    been* 
exceeding  friendly,  and  that  his  honour  and 
intereft   and  happinefs    had    been   invariably 
confulted  by  it.     And  therefore  he  rightly  in-» 
fers,  that  as  benevolence  was  an  invariable  pro- 
perty of  divine  providence,  and  the  great  in- 
tention of  it  was  to  do  good,  he  fhould  ex- 
perience the  fame  care  and  kindnefs  to  the 
very  end  of  his  life,  which  had  fo   liberally 
fupplied  and  fo  conftantly  followed  him  thus 
far :  ''And  this  concluiion  was  the  more  flrong 
and   reafonable,    becaufe   God  had  not   only 
highly  favoured  him  with  many  diflinguifhing 
bleilings,  relative  to  the  profperity  of  his  outf 
ward  llate,  but  had  alfo  given  him  the  dij'po^ 
Jjtion  that  fitted  him  for  perpetual  mercy  and 
goodnefs,  and  removed  every  thing  that  might 
obftru6t  the  vouch fafement  of  any  needed  fa- 
vours yet  to  come.  He  rejtoreth  my  foul,  either 
by  pardoning  my  pad  fins,  or  by  recovering 
me  from  my  errors.    He  kadeth  me  in  the pa.th 
of  7-ighteoufnefs  for  his  name's  fake,  kindly  and 
powerfully  guides  me  into  the  pradice  of  vir- 
tue and  religion,  that  I  might  fhew  forth  his 
praife,  and  magnify  and  adore   his  goodnefs. 
And  this  is  the  great  inflance  of  the  goodnefs 
of  the   fpccial   and  particular  providence    of 
God,    which   it  Ihould   be  our  great    defire 
and  earneft  prayer,  every  one  of  us,  to  expe- 
rience, the  reftoration  of  our  fouls  to  peace,  by 
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pardoning  mercy,  and  the  condudi  of  his  power 
and  grace  to  lead  us  into  the  love  and  pratStice 
of  univerfal  virtue  and  goodnefs. 

And  hath  God  manifefted  his  peculiar  be- 
nevolence and  affedion  towards  me  ?  Hath  he 
forgiven  the  paft  errors  of  my  life  ?  Hath 
he  recovered  me  from  the  path  of  vice  ? 
Formed  me  into  the  love  of  righteoufnefs  ? 
Fixed  my  refolutions  for  a  fober,  righteous 
and  godly  life  ?  And  fo  over- ruled  all  the 
events  of  my  being,  as  to  reconcile  me  to 
himfelf,  and  guide  me  in  the  way  of  duty, 
and  then  prepared  and  fitted  me  for  the  mod 
fubftantial  inftances  of  his  favour  ?  What 
may  I  not  expert  in  confequence  of  his  good- 
nefs ?  How  chearfully  mav  I  commit  all  my 
ways  to  his  providence  ?  With  what  full  af- 
furance  may  I  conclude  that  nothing  {hall 
be  wanting  to  compleat  my  happinefs,  that 
his  power  can  effed,  and  that  his  goodnefs 
and  mercy  can  bellow  upon  me !  Pardon 
and  renewing  grace  are  the  moft  fubjlantial , 
bleffings  of  human  life,  the  higheft  favours 
which  God  can  beftow  in  the  prefent  ftate. 
Thefe  are  the  earnefis  of  everlajling  mercies, 
and  preparatives  for  eternal  life  and  bleifed- 
nefs.  Thefe  are  the  fureft  tokens,  that  the 
great  fiepherd  will  never  forfake  us,  nor  aban- 
don us  to  the  evils  and  uncertainties  of  the 
prefent  world,  that  he  will  never  leave  us 
defencelefs  and  comfortlefs,  that  he  will  con- 
tinue to  us  the  prefent  bleffings  we  enjov, 
pr  that  he  will  fandify  even  our  afflidions  to 

us. 
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us,  teach  us  rightly  to  improve  them,  turn 
them  into  fubilantial  bleffincrs  to  us,  that 
he  "will  give  us  grace  and  glory y  and  no  good 
thing  will  he  ever  withhold  from  them  who 
walk  uprightly y  or  thofe  who(eJbuls  he  rejloreth, 
and  whom  he  leads  into  -paths  of  righteoufncfs. 
All  things  JJjall  work  together  for  their  good : 
He  will  be  with  them  in  the, valley  of  the  fiM~ 
dow  of  death,  and  neither  time  nor  eternity 
iliall  tvtr  feparate  them  from  hisfove. 
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SERMON     VI. 


The  Certainty  of  a  particular  Providence,  and 
the  Returns  which  good  Men  fhould  make. 


Psalm  xxiii.    6. 

Purely  goddnefs  and  mercy  jhall  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  Ufe :  And  I  will  dwell  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever, 

'"W"^  H  E  belief  of  an  immediate  fpecial 
^  providence,  attending,  directing,  and 
guarding  us  throughout  the  whole  of  life,  and 
over-ruling  all  things  for  our  benefit  and  ad- 
vantage, affords  the  utmofl  fatisfadion  and 
pleafure  to  the  minds  o\  good  men,  and  is  the 
great  confideration  which  renders  them  eafy, 
tranquil  and  fecure,  amidft  all  the  numerous 
uncertainties  and  dangers  to  which  they  are 
expofed 

I  have  {hewn  you,  that  there  is  in  reality 
no  promifmg  ourfelves  any  continuance  of  hap- 
pinefs,  nothing  that  can  warrant  the  expec- 
tation of  a  flable,  permanent  profperity,  which 
iliall  abide  with  us  throughout  the  whole  of 
our  exiftence,  but  this  principle  of  the  provi- 
dence 


94      Certainty  of  a  pariieular  Providence^  Serm.  6. 
device  and  government  of  God,  interefting  him- 
felf  in  the  great  events  relating  to  our  being, 
and  over- ruling  them  for  our  benefit  and  ad- 
vantage.    If  we  fubftitute  chance  01: fate  in  the 
room  of  God  and  his  providence,   the  confe- 
quence  is,    that  caprice  and  ficklenefs  itfelf 
will  have  the  direftion  of  every   thing   that 
belong  to  us ;   we  may  be  doomed  to  a  per- 
petual  mutability   of  condition,    or  fated   to 
endure  a  load  of  evils  out  of  which  no  power 
or  wifdom  whatfoever  can  extricate.     If  we 
fuppofe  all  things  fettkd  by  an  original  confti- 
tution  of  natural  caufes   and  effeds,    never  to 
be  cootrouled  and  altered,   we  can  form  no  ju(i 
infercDce  from  bence  of  any  fettled  proipe- 
rity;    becaufe  we  know  not  what  J:his  fettle- 
ment  is,   or  v/helher  it  be  in  our  favour  or  to 
our  dfadvantage ;  and  becaufe  there  are  many 
circuraftances,    effential  to  human  happinefs, 
\^4iich  have  no  dependence  on  natural  caufes 
and    efFecfts  ;    which    therefore    however   fa- 
vourable they  may  prove,   may  be  far  from  fe- 
curing  or  perfecfiring  our  felicity.     The   flats 
of  all  things  in  the  prefent  world  is  neceffarily 
fubjt-cl   to  mutability    and   inconflancy ;    and 
there   is  no  furer   method  of  difappointment 
than   to  form  large  expedatlons  from  them, 
and  to  promife  ourfelves  a  fure  continuance  of 
any  kind  of  earthly   profperity.     Man   is    in 
his   make  naturally  an  imperfed;  and  indigent 
creature,    evidently    infufficient   for  his  own 
happinefs,   limited  in  his  power  and  wifdom, 
and   abfolutely  incapable  of  guarding  and  fe- 
curinc:  himlelf  ao^ainjfi:  the  uncertainties  and 
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atiiidioias  of  life  ;  and  therefore  needs  a  fu- 
perior  protection  and  a  furer  guidance  than 
his  own,  in  order  to  eftabliii  and  perpetuate 
his  welfare.  Upon  the  mod  extenfive  and 
impartial  view  of  things,  we  can  have  no  fo- 
lid  foundation  of  confidence  and  truft,  tliat 
our  happinefs  fliall  be  lafting,  but  the  pro- 
tedion,  favour  and  bleffing  of  the  gooii  pro- 
vidence of  God.  The  reality  of  this  provi- 
-dence  0:ands  upon  tl:e  fureil  foundation  of 
proof.  Infinite  wij'dom  Mid  power,  which  di- 
red:  the  exerciie  and  adminiilration  of  it,  are 
able  to  over-rule  aU  events  fo  as  fhall  lubfervc 
-the  purpofe  of  our  happinefs ;  and  as  ie?ien)0^ 
lence  and  mercy  are  neceifl'ary  and  unalterable 
properties  and  characters  ot  divine  providence., 
it  juilifies  the  aifurance  and  hope  that  all 
things  fhall  be  made  to  work  together  for 
this  end  :  Efpecially  confiderirag  what  I  would 
now  add, 

4.  That  the  abfolute  mmetifity  and  omnipre^ 
fence  of  God  further  {hews,  that  the  exercife 
of  fuch  a  ipecial,  conftant,  particuhr  provi- 
dence is  both  poffible  and  eafy.  No  being  cam 
indeed  perfonaily  aCt  where  he  iTimfiii"  is 
not ',  and  v.iaat  bounds  his  ;na'ture  limits  his 
operation  and  intnuence :  And  if  God  were 
excluded  froni  any  parct  of  ipace,  cm:  from  any 
particular  place,  it  would  be  m  vain  there  to 
expert  any  exertions  of  his  power.  So  far  the 
direction  of  his  providence  could  not  rt-ach. 
And  indeed  upon  this  fuppofition  it  muft  be 
an  extremely  partkl  defective  thing ;  and  in 
confequence  hereof,  all  our  expectations  ,froin 

It 
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it  very  uncertain  and  precarious.  For  if  God 
be  ablent  from  any  particular  place,  how  carl 
I  be  fure  he  is  prefent  where  I  am  ?  And  if 
he  hath  no  influence  where  he  is  not  3  what 
influence  for  my  benefit  can  I  exped:  from 
him,  when  it  may  happen  that  he  is  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  me  ? 

But  the  nature  of  God  can  never  be  bounded 
-or  limited,  l^he  heaven,  even  the  heaven  of 
heavens  cannot  contain  him ;  he  can  be  com- 
prehended and  circumfcribed  by  no  poflible 
fpace  or  place ;  but  comprehends  all  things 
within  himfelf;  and  therefore  is  effentially 
prefent  to  all  things  that  exifl: :  And  by  con- 
fequence  his  adtive  power  is  every  where  the 
fame;  his  infpedtion  of  things  and  perfons 
univerfaly  his  capacity  to  over-rule  and  dire(^ 
them,  fubjecft  to  no  poflible  failure,  and  the 
exercife  of  his  providence  at  all  times,  in  all 
places  and  as  to  all  events  equally  eafy,  without 
trouble,  difliculty  or  labour.  A  confideration, 
which  fhews  not  only  the  pojjibility  of  a  pro- 
vidential infpecftion  and  condud:,  but  tht  rea- 
lity and  ce r tainty  of  li  too  :  Since  as  the  exercife 
of  it  is  attended  with  no  molefl:ation,  trouble 
or  interruption  of  happinefs  to  the  eternal 
mind,  no  reafon  of  any  confequence  can  be 
afligned,  why  God  fhould  throw  up  the  fu- 
perintendency  of  his- own  works,  and  lay  down 
a  province  fo  highly  honourable  as  that  of 
the  government  of  the  world  ^  which  infl:ead 
of  being  any  ways  prejudicial  to  his  honour 
and  bleliednefs,  he  hath  the  power  to  ren- 
der fubfervient  to  his  own  glory,   by  making 
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it  thefource  of  innumerable  bleffings  to  his 
creatures.      But, 

r.  The  relation  in  which  God  Itands  to- 
wards us,  adds  to  the  life  and  chearfulnefs  of 
our  confidence  in,  and  expedations  from  his 
providence;  that  our  happinefs  {hall  be  his 
care,  and  our  true  intereil  confulted  by  him 
all  our  days.  The  Pfalmift  begins  his  facred 
compofure  with  this  acknowledgment:  T!he 
Lord  is  -my  JJkpherd,  I  pall  not  wa?2t.  The" 
pajhral  office  implies  conftant  infpedion  and 
care,  tendernefs  for  the  flock,  diligence  to 
preferve  them  from  danger  and  harm,  to  lead 
them  into  verdant  paftures,  and  water  them  at 
the  gentle  ftream.  This  charaaer  is  fcyeral 
times  afcribed  to  God  in  the  facred  writings. 
Thus  Afaph'^,  Give  ear,  O  fiepherd  of  Ifrael i 
thou  who  leadeft  Jofeph  like  a  flock-,  denoting 
the  continuance  of  God's  protedion,  and  his 
perpetual  guidance  of  his  people  into  the  paths 
of  happinefs.  And  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  J,  Be- 
hold, the  LordGodJhallcQme  with  aftrong  hand. 
Hefiallfeed  his  flock  like  apepherd.  His  love 
of  them  is  tender  and  conftant,  his  regard 
extends  to  every  individual,  he  gives  them  all 
things  needful  for  life  and  godlinefs,  and  by  his 
Spirit,  providence  and  v/ord,  continuaUy  pro- 
vides for  their  fupport  and  welfare.  Heflmll 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  and  carry  them 
in  his  bofom,  fignifying  that  the  weakeft  and 
mod  defencelefs  of  them  ihall  be  tenderly 
preferved  from   every   deftrudive  harm,   and 
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nouriflied  till  they  come  to  full  flrength  and 
maturity.  Under  this  chaeader  the  faints  of 
ancient  ages  loved  to  confider  God,  as  it 
ftrengthened  their  faith  and  hope  in  his  pro- 
tection, power  and  goodnefs.  Hence  the  fame 
characfter  is  applied  to  our  blejjed  Lord  m  the 
"New  Teftament,  who  is  in  all  things  the  true 
image  of  his  heavenly  Father.  He  is  the  true 
Jhepherd,  who  hath  laid  down  his  life  for  the 
fieep :  And  what  chara(n:er  of  God  is  there, 
that  gives  greater  encouragement  to  good  men: 
than  this  ?  A  chara(5ler  that  implies  perpetual 
watchfuinefs,  conflant  attendance  for  their 
goo4,  peculiar  affedion  and  daily  defence.  Ij 
God  my  fjepherd?  What  danger  can  threaten 
me,  from  which  his  power  cannot  fecure  me  ? 
What  can  I  want^  which  his  infinite  riches 
cannot  fupply  me  with  ?  What  difficulties  and 
perplexities  can  I  labour  under,  out  of  which 
his  wifdom  cannot  extricate  me  ?  What 
though  all  created  good  be  in  its  nature  un- 
certain and  tranfitory,  he  can  guard  and  fe- 
cure me  in  the  polTeffion  of  it.  As  he  hath 
the  diredion  of  all  my  paths,  he  will  not  fiaf- 
fer  me  to  wander  into  any  deflrudtive  eviL 
Whilft  I  liften  to  his  facred  voice,  and  follow 
the  conduct  of  his  providence  and  word,  all 
my  fteps  will  be  well  ordered;  he  will  teach- 
me  to  order  my  converfation  aright,  and  finally 
caufe  me  to  fee  hisfahation.  Upon  this  foun- 
dation I  may  fay  with  the  utmoft  afifurance  : 
Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  fiall follow  me  all  the 
days  of  my  life. 

6,  This 
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6.  This  affurance  v/ill  be  yet  firmer  and 
more  reviving,  when  it  is  built  upon  the  ex- 
perience  of  pafl  mercy,  and  the  recolleclion  of 
former  favours,  which  have  been  beflowed 
upon  us  by  the  good  providence  of  God.  It 
was  from  hence  the  Pfahnift  reafoned,  that 
goodnefs  and  me?'cy  fioiihi  follow  him  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  life ;  becaufe  he  had  already 
had  many  former  proofs  of  the  fignal  care  of 
Godi  and  the  peculiar  affedion  that  he  bare 
him.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  paf- 
tures  :  He  leadeth  me  befides  the  Jlill  waters  : 
Thou  prepareji  a  table  J  or  me  in  the  pre  fence  of 
mine  enemies.  Thou  anoint ejl  my  head  with  oil : 
My  cup  runneth  over,  God  had  brought  him 
through  many  evils,  proteded  him  from  the 
power  and  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  fecured 
his  profperity,  notwithflanding  all  their  endea- 
vours to  prevent  it :  And  from  this  fingular 
care  and  watchfulnefs  of  God  over  him,  he 
juflly  aflures  himfelf,  that  the  fame  goodnefs 
fhould  continually  follow  him,  and  never  leave 
him  deftitute  even  to  the  end  of  life.  And 
fuch  a  conclufion,  drawn  by  virtuous  and  pious 
perfons,  is  rational  in  itfelf  j  and  fuch  as  the 
perfedions,  providence,  covenant  and  promife 
of  God  will  abundantly  warrant.  For  the 
temper  and  conduct  of  religious  men  have 
the  perpetual  approbation  of  God  :  His  affec- 
tion to  them  never  ceafes,  his  goodnefs  is  an 
eternal,  immutable  principle,  his  ftore  of 
riches  fubjeft  to  no  diminution,  and  his  de- 
light to  do  good  without  the  leaft  variation 
^v  fi a dow  of  turning.  It  is  our  confbant  and 
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compleat  happinefs   that   he  defires  and  aims 
at   by  all-  his   providential  difpenfations :  And: 
therefore  the  neceffary   fupphes   of  grace  and 
mercy  fhall  never  be  refufed  us ;  and  paft  fa- 
vours are  fo  far  from  being  with  him  any  rea-; 
fon  to  v^'ithhold  his  hand,  and  leffen  the  fu-- 
ture  diftribations  of  his  bounty,  that  they  are 
in  themfelves,  and  fliould  be  looked  upon  by 
all   fmcere  chriflians-,  as    an   carneft  of  good 
things  to  come,  and  that  God  will  never  leave- 
them  nor  for  fake  them.     And  the  foundation  of 
this  confidence  is  yet  ftronger,  if 

7.  God  hath  blejfed  us  with  fpiritual  bieffingSy.' 
and»llievvn  his  great  mercy  to  us  in  the  nobleft; 
and   moft  valuable  inftaaces,  by  the  remifjioii 
of  ouryf/zj,  the  recovering  us  from  the  power* 
of  them,  and  the  bringing  us  to  the  love  and- 
practice  of  true  religion  and  virtue.     It  was 
on  this  in  an  efpecial  manner  that  the  Pfalmift 
promifed  himfelf  the  perpetual  continuance  of 
the  divine  favour.     He  rejloreth  iny  foul :  He 
leadetb  jne  in  the  'path  of  righteoufnefs  for  his 
name\s  fake.     He  recovers  me  from  my  wan- 
derings, reftores   me  to  the  love  and  prad;ice  . 
of  virtue,  and   guides  me  into  all  righteouf- 
nefs for  his  mercies  fake,  that  I  m/ight  have 
the   m.ore    abundant    reafon   to    magnify    and 
adore  his  goodnefs.     And  indeed   unlefs   our 
experience    reaches     to    this,    our    conclufiont 
from  the  paft  benefits  of  God,  that  they  fhail 
continue,  to    follow    us   all  our    future   days, 
will  be.  but  ill-grounded  and  extremely  pre- 
carious.    Bad  v:\tn^  who  are  not  prevailed  on  ; 
by  the  mercies  they  receive,  to  return  to  their, 

duty. 
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■diUy,  and  to  approve  themfelves  by  the  prac- 
-^ice  of  righteoulhefs  to  God,  huve  fto  founda- 
tion for  rational  hope  and  truft  in  him.  Their 
ingratitude  in  the  abufe  of  tlie  bleffings  they 
receive,  is  the  ftrongefl:  forfeiture  or  them, 
deprives  them  of  all  further  j aft  cxpeilations 
•from  his  goodnefs,  and  may  reafonably  excite 
in  them  the  fear  of  being  forfaken  of  God, 
and  left  deftitute  of  his  gracious  and  provi- 
dential protedion-.  They  have  no  real  feca- 
rity  for  v^^hat  they  have,  nor  any  juft  ground 
to  expe(5l  the  eftabliihment  of  their  JDrofpe- 
rity.  No,  it  is  by  religion  and  virtue  only  that 
■  the  confiant  friendflnp  of  God  is  to  be  fecured. 
This  is  the  difpofition  which  alone  can  fit 
us  for  the  divine  mercy  j  and  if  we  are. con- 
fcious  to  this,  that  God  hath  reflored  us  to 
repentance  for  paft  Ims,  and  by  his  word  and 
Spirit,  brought  us  to  the  approbation  of  true 
•  goodnefs,  and  is  perpetually  guiding  and  lead- 
<ing  us  into  the  practice  of  true  righteoufnefs ; 
as  thefe  are  the  mofl  convincing:  infcances  of 
the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  they  are  the 
jullelf  aflurance  we  can  have/ that  the  di- 
vine p-oodnefs  {hall  never  fail  us,  and  that 
nothing  (hall  be  ever  able  to  feparate  us.  from 
his  love.  Math  God  pardoned  my  pad  offences 
and  fully  reconciled  me  to  his  favour  ?  And  can 
I  reafonably  qucftion  whether  thus  reconciled 
he  will  beflow  on  me  the  fubftantial  marks 
and  effects  of  his  favour?  Hath  he  prepared 
me  for  the  continuance  of  his  mercy,  fitted 
me  for  the  receipt  of  future  bleffings,  and 
given  me  the  genuine  difpofition  for  true  hap- 
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pinefs,  by  recovering  me  to  the  love  and  prac- 
tice of  that  righteoufnefs,  in  which  he  him- 
felf  dehghts  ?  And  can  any  conclufion  be  more 
reafonable  in  itfelf  than  that  he  has  not  given 
nie  fuch  a  difpoiition  in  vain^  but  hath  be- 
flowed  it  on  me  as  an  ajfiirance  that  he  will 
withhold  no  needful  good  from  me  ?  No  in- 
ference can  be  more  certain  than  this,  that 
goodnefs  and  mercy  fiall  Jollow  me  all  my  days,  if 
God  hath  made  me  meet  to  receive  the  ge- 
nuine fruits  of  thefe  :  Becaufe  the  only  end  of 
forming  us  into  that  meetnefs  for  happinefs 
is,  that  he  may  beftow  upon  us  every  thing 
nec^flary  to  it,  and  by  his  power  and  goodneis 
render  it  perpetual. 

8.  Laftly,  the   Pfalmift    feems  to   intimate 
fomewhat  farther,   viz.  that  goodnefs  and  mercy, 
fiall follow  us,  not  only  ail  the  days  of  our  lives 
in  this  world,  but  even   after   theie  fhall   be 
ended,  in  that  juture  worlds  into  v/hich  we 
fhall  be    removed    by    death :    For   fays    he, 
7^ea,  though  I  ivalk  through   the  valley  of  the 
fmdow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou 
art  with  me :  Thy  rod  and  thy  fief ,  they  com- 
fort me.     Which  words  may  mean,  that  when 
he    fhall  be  paffing  by  death    into   a  future 
fate,    and    walking    through  that    valley    of 
fubilantial  darknefs  j  yet  even   then,  as   God 
had  reforcd  his  foul  and  led  him  into  the  path  of 
righteoufnefs,   he  would  fear  no   evil,    difmifs 
every  terror  from  his  mind;  becaufe  God  would 
be  with  him  to  defend  and  fupport  him,,  and 
by  his  rod  and  faff,    i.  e.  by  his  power   and 
paftoriil  care,    to   protecft  and  comfort  him, 
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and  bring  him.  fafe  to  the  happinefs  and  glory 
of  a  better  world.     The  words  feem   to  inti- 
mate and  lead  us  to  this  fenfe,    agreeable  to 
thefe  words  *,    For  the  Lord  is  a  fun  and  a 
fiield :    The  Lord  ivill  give  grace  and  glcry : 
No  good  thing  ivill  he  withhold  from  them  that 
walk  uprightly.     And  it  is  certain,    that  the 
goodnefs  of  God  Ihall  follow  faithful  and  re- 
ligious men,    when  the  length  of  their  pre- 
fent  days  are  run  out,  beyond  the  grave,  and  into 
that  unchangeable  world,    where   their  habi- 
tation \'S,for  ever.     This  is  abundantly  fecured 
to  us  by  the  gofpel  revelation,   which  expreilly 
declares,    that  he  hath  laid  up  for  them  that 
fear  him,    bleffings  too  great  to  be  here  ade- 
quately conceived  of,    or  by  any  words  fuita- 
bly  to  be  defcribed.     Yea,   it  is  in  this,    that 
the  goodnefs  and   mercy  of  God   will  receive 
the  moil  illuftrious   and  diilinguiihing  mani- 
feftation,    m   thofe  favours,     which   Ihall    be 
beftowed  after  death,    and  in   putting   thofe 
who  fear  him  into  poileffion  of  incorruptible 
bleffings.       The    goodnefs    they     experience 
here  through  the  whole  of  life  is  but  prepa- 
rative for,    and  introductory  to,    the  more  va- 
luable and  durable  objeds  they  fliall  hereafter 
polTefs.     Now   indeed   the  goodnefs  of  God 
frequently  makes  no  vifible  difference  between 
them  and   others,    their  befi   bleffings   being 
internal  2LnA  fpiritual :   Hereafter   this   differ- 
ence   (liall    appear    in    the    raofl;   convincing 
manner,  when  glory,  honour,  and  immortality^ 

*  Pfa!.  Ixxxiv.  n. 
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acceotance  with  God,  final  acquittal  from 
fin,  an  eternal  triumph  over  de  th,  and  an 
admiffion  to  participate  of  the  happinefs  of 
the  heavenly  kingdom,  fliall  be  the  distinc- 
tions that  God  Ihall  make  them  known  by, 
to  the  whole  world  :  And  the  rewards  they 
fhall  receive  from  his  immutable  and  never- 
failing  goodnefs.  So  that  the  mercies  of  the 
Lord  are  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  to  thofe 
that  fear  him  ^,  more  durable  than  life  itfelf, 
and  which  dcferves  the  warmeft  returns  of 
gratitude,  and  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  who 
fhare  them  in  the  moft  folemn  manner 
they  are  capable  of:  And  this  brings  me  to 
add  a  few  words  to  the  lad  thing  I  obferved 
from  this  text. 

Ill:  That  the  experience  of  God's  pail: 
mercy,  and  the  hope  of  his  future  goodnefs, 
fliould  effedually  engage  us  to  offer  him  the 
facrifices  of  thankfgivuigs  and  praife,  and  fx 
our  refolutions  of  worjljipping  and  fcrving  him 
for  ever.  And  I  will  dwell  in  the  hoife  of  the 
Lord  for  tver.  The  literal  rendering  of  the 
orip-inal  words  is,  and  /  will  return  into  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  to  pay  my  acknowledge- 
ments there,  during  the  continuance  of  my 
'whole  life. 

Good  men  in  former  ages  paid  the  higheft 
regard  to  the  public  worfdip  of  God,  and 
thought  that  the  frequenting  the  houfe  of 
prayer  and  praife  was  both  their  duty  and  pri- 
vilege.    They  attended  it,    not  as  matter  of 
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mere  form  and  ceremony,  not  to  conform  to 
cuftom,  or  to  preferve  appearances  ;  but  with 
truly  religious  views,  and  for  the  folemii 
purpofes  of  adoration  and  worfhip.  They 
thought  that  the  favours  of  God's  providence 
deierved  to  be  thus  publicly  celebrated, 
counted  it  their  unhappinefs  when  they  were 
debarr'd  from  this  facred  privilege,  and  with 
the  utmofl  eagernefs  of  mind  longed  to  be 
rellored  to  this  facred  employment.  As  the 
hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks ^  fo  panteth 
7nyjoul  after  thee,  O  God :  My  foul  tbirftethfor 
God,  for  the  living  God :  When  JJ?all  I  come  and 
appear  before  God^.  They  found  i\\t  pleafure 
of  a  worihipping  difpofition  :  They  were  not 
afhamed  to  give  their  public  tefiimony  for  God, 
and  encourage  the  reverence  due  to  him  from 
their  own  example.  T^h^iv  prof  per  ity  was  their 
motive  to  religion  and  godlinefs;  and  their 
hope  of  its  continuance  excited  the  refolution  of 
confiantly  frequenting  the  folemnities  of  his 
■houfe,  and  offering  their  fpiritual  facrifices,  as 
the  proper  expreilion  of  their  veneration  and 
devotion  towards  him.  , 

Paft  bleffings  deferve  this  acknowledgment : 
They  are,  all  of  them,  the  efe^s  of  the  di^ 
'vine  goodnefs  and  mercy  :  They  come  not  by 
chance  and  accident.  They  are  owing  to  the 
difpofals  of  a  friendly  providence,  confulting 
Gur  welfare,  and  fo  direding  all  events,  as  to 
make  them  confpire  to  promote  our  happinefs  : 
And  is  not  gratitude  the  natural  return  for 
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mercies  received  ?  Efpecially  when  they  are 
extraordinary  and  peculiar ;  either  when,  not- 
withftanding  the  natural  inftability  of  all 
earthly  things,  they  are  conftant  and  uninter- 
rupted J  or  Vv'hen,  after  any  temporary  inter- 
ruption of  them,  they  are  reftored,  and  more 
firmly  ellablifhed.  When  God  hath  delivered 
us  from  any  threatening  evil,  and  caufes  us  to  ' 
dwell  in  fecurity  and  peace;  and  gives  us  the 
profpe6t  of  a  lengthened  and  durable  felicity; 
when  God  pardQ?is  our  trefpailes,  rejiores  our 
fouls  to  peace,  inclines  our  hearts  to  virtue  and 
•piety,  Jixes  us  in  the  difpoHtions  and  temper 
of  real  holinefs,  and  leads  us  by  his  Spirit  and 
providence  into  a  fober,  righteous  and  godly 
life,  preferving  us  from  the  fnares  and  cor- 
ruptions of  life,  and  enabling  us  to  maintain 
our  integrity  amidft  the  various  temptations 
that  furround  us  :  Thcfe  and  the  like  are 
bleflings  of  a  fubiiantial  nature,  require  and 
deferve  the  warmed  acknowledgments  of 
every  grateful  mind,  and  fhould  render  u& 
habitually  difpofed  to  adoration  and  praife ; 
efpecially  confidering 

That,  as  pajl  mercies  deferve  this  return,  fo 

the  hope  oi future  ones  can  never  be  reafonably 

fupported  without  it.     Pie  that  forfakes  God, 

forfakes  his  own  mercies :   He  who  is  deftitute 

of  gratitude  for  what  benefits  he  hath  received, 

forfeits  the  expe(f^ation   of  farther:    And   if 

adoration  and  praife  be  not  the  effect  of  paft 

obligation  ;    what    reafonablc    hope    can    we 

cherifh,  that  mercy  and  goodnefs  fiall  follow  us 

all  our  days  ?  Religion  in  temper  and  prad:ice 
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is  effentially  neceflary,  to  fecure  the  friendfhip 
and  favour  of  God ;  it  is  the  foundation  of 
God's  approving  us ;  it  is  the  great  fupport 
of  confidence  in  his  protedion  and  continued 
goodnefs ;  and  it  is  a  fupport  that  will  never 
fail  us.  It  is  what  God  will  always  regard 
with  pleafure.  T^e  righteous  Lord  loveth  righ- 
teoiifnefs,  and  his  countenance  doth  behold  the 
upright.  And  the  want  of  it  neceflarily  tends 
to  deprive  us  of  all  intereft  in  the  protection 
and  condudt  of  his  providence.  Therefore, 
if  we  delire  the  eftablifhment  of  our  own 
happinefs,  and  the  prefence  and  favour  of  God 
with  us  throughout  the  whole  of  life y  it  fhould 
be  our  refolution,  that  isoe  will  dwell  in  the 
houfe  oj  the  Lord  for  ever  -,  that  we  will  not 
for  fake  the  ajfemblies  of  his  worfhip ;  that  we 
vJiWfolemnly  acknowledge  our  dependence  on, 
and  obligations  to  the  God  of  our  lives  and  mer- 
cies ;  and  that  our  returns  of  gratitude  and 
praife  fhall  be  as  confiant  as  the  fupplies  of  his 
bounty  and  goodnefs. 

We  may  infer  from  the  whole 

1 .  That  religion  and  virtue  are  the  only 
fure  methods  to  obtain  the  daily  continuance  of 
the  protedion  and  guidance  of  divine  good- 
nefs and  mercy. 

2.  That  it  becomes  w%  frequently  to  recoiled 
pur  paji  experiences  of  God's  benefits,  in  order 
to  excite  a  becoming  gratitude  for  paft  favours, 
and  to  eftablifh  our  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God 
for  the  future. 

3.  That  the  only  foundation  of  true  comfort 
and  of  pofleffing  our  fouls  in  peace  and  fecu- 

rity. 
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rity,  amidft  the  uncertainties,  evils  and  difap- 
pointments  of  life  to  which  we  are  perpetually 
fubjed:,  is  to  confirm  our  minds  in  the  belief 
of  God's  kind  and  gracious  providence,  merci- 
fully over- ruling  all  events,  and  condudting 
them  for  the  fpecial  benefit  of  thofe  who 
ferve  and  fear  him.  Under  this  perfuafion, 
v/e  may  be  ever  eafy,  and  enjoy  our  minds 
with  fatisfadiion  and  comfort :  Wherever  we 
are,  v/hatever  dangers  we  are  encompaffed 
with,  whatever  blellings  we  pollefs  or  want, 
the  providence  of  an  infinitely  wife,  and  good 
and  powerful  Being  can  deliver  me  from  every 
evil  I  fear,  or  fhorten  the  continuance  of  it, 
or  render  it  finally  a  means  to  promote  my 
happinefs ,  can  add  fecurity  to  every  poffefiion 
I  have  in  the  prefent  world,  and  render  my 
future  years  happy  and  comfortable  as  the 
pad,  can  preferve  my  life  to  the  natural  period 
of  it,  or  make  death  void  of  terror,  by  the 
fupports  of  his  power  and  goodnefs.  There 
is  nothing  that  an  almighty  providence  cannot 
do  'y  nothing  that  is  really  good  for  us,  but 
what  a  kind  and  friendly  providence  may  be 
expected  aBually  to  do  for  us.  Let  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  therefore,  Chrillian,  be  thy 
firm  belief.  Let  others  talk  Oii chance  ^nd^fate, 
and  natural  caufes  and  effects  y  and  thus  ex- 
ped:  conjiancy  from  the  'winds,  fuhftance  from 
fiadowsy  and  realities  from  unintTiwinojounds: 
Let  thy  truji  be  in  God  niDho  7nad>^  heaven  and 
earth.  Let  the  everlafling  God  be  thy  daily 
refugCy  and  thou  wilt  live  with  a  comfort  and 
fecurity,  to  which  they  mufi:  be  abfolute  Gran- 
gers; 
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gers  J  and  die  with  a  pleafing  profpecl  and 
hope,  which  they  can  never  fee  difappointed ; 
but  which  God  will  abundantly  anfwer,  by 
becoming  hereafter  thy  portion  and  exceeding 
vreat  reward.     Further 

o 

4.  How  great  a  recommendation  is  this  of 
the  divine goodnefs ,  that  the  experience  we  have, 
of  the  pajl  effedts  of  it,  is  our  very  ground  of. 
encouragement  to  expecft  2\\  future  fuppiies  from, 
the  continuance  of  it  !  Oh,  how  unlike  to 
human  goodnefs,  which  is  partial,  defe^ive, 
and  foon  tired  !  Who  would  bear  to  be  perpe- 
tually foliclted  by  thofe,  who  have  been  greatly 
beholden  to  us  before  ?  We  fliouM  fcarce 
probably  withhold  ourfelves  from  upbraiding 
them  in  fuch  a  cafe  v/ith  the  benefits  we  have 
conferred  upon  them  :  But  herein  the  goodnefs 
of  God  is  as  high  above  ours,  as  the  heavens 
are  high  above  the  earth.  Though  he  (^ives 
to  all,  and  gives  liberally,  yet  it  is  without  up- 
braiding the  beneficiaries  of  his  providence ; 
as  to  thofe  on  v/hom  he  beftows  his  choiceft 
favours,  he  does  it  not  to  prohibit  future  hopes, 
nor  to  debar  them  from  allying  farther.  No ; 
the  language  of  the  divine  mercy  in  every  gift 
beflowed  on  good  men,  is :  What  I  now  be- 
fi;ow  is  but  the  beginning  of  greater  bleffings 
yet  to  come.  It  is  to  encourage  future  defires, 
and  to  awaken  higher  expedations,  which  I . 
will  never  difappoint.  This  is  the  pledge  I 
afford  thee,  that  my  mercy  p:  all  follow  thee  all 
thy  days,  and  that  eternal  blej/ings  {hall  be  thy 
future  inheritance  and  portion.     Oh,  how  ri.ch> 

how 
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how  adorable  is  the  loving  kindnefs  of  God  \ 
who  can  help  admiring  goodnefs,  thus  con- 
ftant,  thus  perpetually  liberal,  and  beftowing 
eternally  fucceflive  favours  ?  Who  can  help 
praying  with  the  utmofl  ardour  upon  this 
view  ?  Shew  me,  O  Lord,  thy  mercy,  and  grant 
me  thy  falvation  :  Lift  tip  upon  me  the  light  of 
thy  countenance ',  and  this  fiall  put  more  joy  into 
my  heart,  than  when  wine  and  oil  fi all  increafe. 
This  is  all  7ny  falvation  and  all  my  hope, 

5.  I  can't  help  obferving  in  the  laft  place, 
the  admirable  compoftion  of  this  incomparable 
ode,  which  is  of  the  truly  pajloral  kind,  in 
whicli  the  fentiments  are  almoft  all  taken  from 
the  paftoral  life  and  charadler,  and  which, 
had  it  been  made  by  a  writer  oi  Greece  or  Rome, 
would  have  had  many  pens  to  illuftrate  and 
celebrate  it  for  its  purity  of  diStion  and  elegance 
of  exprefjion  andfentiment. 

It  begins,  The  Lord,  Jehovah,  is  myfiepherdi 
Iijhall  not  want.  The  fhepherd  provides  for 
his  flock,  and  fuffers  not  one  of  it  to  perifh  for 
want  of  its  proper  food.  The  flock  of  God, 
be  fure,  will  never  be  negledled.  He  knows 
every  individual  that  belongs  to  it,  and  under 
his  paftoral  care  every  one  fliall  obtain  the 
needful  fupply.  He  makes  me  to  lie  down  in 
green  pajiures^  The  word  we  render  lie  down^ 
is.  properly  ufed  o^  JJ:eep  lying  down  in  their 
paftures  on  their  breafts  with  their  feet  folded 
under  them,  and  denotes  both  the  abundance 
iindfecurity  they  enjoyed.  He  maketh  me  to 
lie  down  in  green  paftures,   properly,  gra//y 

paftures  i 
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paftures  :  He  gives  me  plenty,  and  makes  me 
J'ecurely  enjoy  it.  He  leadetk  me  befide  the  Jiill 
waters.  The  verb  is  ufed  of  the  fhepherd, 
foftly  driving  his  flock  to  quench  their  thirft, 
at  the  gentle,  flovvly  gliding  brook;  where 
none  are  in  danger  of  being  fwept  away  by 
the  rapid  u^aters,  or  offended  by  the  foul  and 
turbid  flream;  reprefenting  hereby  that  his 
enjoyments  v^Qxtfafe,  conjiant,  and  uninter- 
rupted, lie  rejioreth  my  foul :  Properly,  he 
maketh  my  foul  to  turn  back,  in  allufion  to 
fheep  wandering  from  their  fold,  and  ftraying 
from  the  fhepherd's  eye  and  care  -,  whom  he 
feeks,  and,  when  he  finds  them,  brings  them 
back  and  takes  again  under  his  protection; 
to  denote  God's  conflant  infpeBion  over  him, 
and  kindly  reclaiming  him  from  every  deviation 
from  his  duty  and  happinefs.  He  leads  me  in 
the  paths  of  right  eoufnefs  for  his  name  s  fake,  ia 
allufion  to  the  fhepherd's  going  before,  and 
leading  his  fheep  into  places  where  he  intends 
to  feed  or  fold  them  :  Reprefenting.  to  us  the 
care  of  God,  in  perpetually  guiding  his  fteps, 
and  conducting  him  into  the  paths  of  religion 
and  virtue.  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the 
'valley  of  the  Jhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil. 
The  valley  oftheJl:adow  of  death,  in  the  paforal 
fiyle,  is  properly  a  valley  obfcured  with  the  thick 
fhade  of  tall  and  overfpreading  trees,  dark  as 
death,  where  wild  beajts  and  men  of  prey  fre-- 
quently  harbour  d,  and  where,  if  the  fheep 
wander'd,  they  were  in  danger  of  being  de- 
vour'd;   efpecially,   if  the  fhepherd  was  not 
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with  them,  to  protedt  them.  Under  his  care 
indeed  they  might  fecurely  pafture,  and  the 
ravenous  beafts  would  be  incapable  of  mo- 
lefling  them.  In  the  valley  of  the  JJoadow  of 
death  I  will  fear  no  evil,  Thy  rod  and  thy  faff' 
fhall  comfort  me.  The  valley  of  the  foadow  oj 
deaths  ftript  of  the  metaphor,  means  the 
faff'age  or  approach  to  death  itfelf,  which  Job  j 
defcribes  as  the  land  oj  darknefs  and  the  Jhadow 
of  death,  a  land  of  darknefs^  as  darknefs  itfelf, 
and  of  the  Jhadow  of  death ,  without f pie  n  dor,  and 
iiohere  the  light  is  as  darknefs.  Even  when  en-" 
tering  into  this  land  of  darknefs,  this  heavenlv 
fhspherd's  rod  and fiaff  jldould  comfort  him.  The 
rod  here  certainly  means  the  fhepherd's  crook, 
by  which  he  number'd,  guided  and  defended 
his  fheepi  and  ihtjlaffy  as  it  is  derived  from 
a  root,  that  fignifies  to  uphold  and  fiiflain, 
feems  to  intend  the  faff  that  fupported  the 
fhepherd  himfelf,  efpecially  when  he  carried 
the  fheep  on  his  {lioulders,  as  the  fhepherds 
were  fometimes  forced  to  do  :  And  as,  applied 
to  God,  it  means,  that  he  would  proteh  and 
guide  him,  2,Vi^fupporty  ftrengthen  and  uphold 
him ;  and  that  this  firm  perfuafon  of  the  di- 
vine protection  and  guidance,  and  of  the  fup-' 
ports  of  his  power  and  grace,  when  entering 
into  the  dark  regions  of  death,  would  be  the 
comfort  and  conflation  of  his  foul  in  that  folemn 
and  important  hour. 

O  happy  flock  !    who  have  the  eternal  God 
for  their  defence,  his  hand  to  guide  them,  his 

:j:  Job  X.  21,  22, 
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prefence  to  chear   them   in   their   pafTage  into 
eternity  !   O  bleffl'd  hopet   that  God  will   then 
guard  us  from  the  enemies  that  would  gladly 
afTauit  us,  fcatter  the  fears  that  would  other- 
wife  invade  us,  and  by  his  prefence  chear  and 
enlighten   the  heavy  gloom  that  would  other- 
wife   opprefs    us  !    O !   be   with   us,  heavenly 
fliepherd,   when  we  walk  through  this  'valley  of 
the  fiadow  of  death,  that  we  7n  ay  fear  no  evil. 
Let  thy  rod  and  thy  jiaff  comjort  us,  and  guide 
usfafely  through  this  dark  pafTage  into  thy  pre- 
fence, where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy  and  plcafures 
which  lafl  for  evermore. 


Vol.  II.  I  SER^ 
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SERMON     VII. 

Abiding  with  GOD    in    our   feveral 
Stations  explained. 

I  Cor.  vii.  24. 

Brethren,  let  every  man  'wherein   he  is  Called, 
therein  abide  with  God. 

THEN  Chrlftianlty  firft  appeared  in 
/  the  world,  it  irequently  happened,  that 
fome  particular  perfons  of  a  family  fincerely 
erubrdced  it,  whilfi;  others  in  it  obflinately 
continued  to  rejedt  and  oppofe  it.  Sometimes 
the  hufband  became  a  believer,  whilft  the  wife 
remained  an  irreclaimable  heathen.  Some- 
times the  hufband  was  the  idolater,  and  the 
wife  the  happy  convert  to  the  faith  of  Chrift. 
Sometimes  the  flave  had  the  honour  of  being 
a  free  man  of  the  Lord,  and  lived  with  a 
mafter,  who  was  an  enemy  to  the  name  and 
religion  of  Jefus, 

Hence  arofe  feveral  queftions  of  great  im- 
portance in  the  Chriftian  church,  concerning 
which  the  believing  Corinthians  confulted  St. 
Taul,  and  particularly  how  Chriflians  thus 
circumftanced  were  to  behave  ?  Whether  be- 
lieving hufoands  and  wives  were  to  depart,  or 

divorce 
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divorce  themfelves  from  their  unbelieving 
wives  and  hu{b,\nds,  and  how  fervants  were  to 
a6l,  who  were  fo  unhappy,  as  to  be  under 
the  yoke  to  mailers,  who  were  enemies  to  the 
crofs  of  Ch rift. 

The  apoftle's  decifion  in  thefe  cafes  is  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  equity;   for  he  fiiith  that 
fuch  Chriftians,    as    are   married    to    heathen 
hufbands  or  wives,  are  not  at  liberty  to  diflblve 
the  matrimonial  contra^ft  upon  account  of  any 
dilTerence  in  religion  betv^'een  them.     Let  not 
the  wife  depart  jrom  her  hup  and,  and  let  not  thd 
hujhand  put  away  his  wije'^.     And  as   to    the 
children  born  of  parents  differing  in- rtligion, 
the  Apoftle  for  the  comfort  of  the   belie  vino- 
father  or  mother,  pronounces  them  holy,  i.  e. 
relatively,  or  externally  holy  -,  holy  as  born  in 
the  Chriftian  church,   and  confequentlv  inti- 
tled   to  al!  the  external  privileges  of  it.     And 
as   to  believing  fervants,    or  flaves,   who  were 
the  property  of  unbelieving  mafiers,  the  rule 
which   the  Apoftle  lays  down,  is :  Art  thou, 
being  called  a  fervants  care  not  for  it.     Have 
no  doubt   or  fcruple    about  thy  continuance 
With  thy  unbelieving  mafter.   But  if  thou  canfl 
be  made  free y  ufe  it  rather.     Obtain  thy  free- 
dom if  'tis  in  thy  power   to  do  it ;  otherwife 
abide  with,  and  ferve  thy  mafter  with  fidelity 
and  cliearfulnefs. 

After  this,  the  Apoftle  adds  the  words  of 
rny  text,  as  a  general  rule  of  behaviour  to 
Chriftians,  in  all  circumftances  of  life:  hre- 

•  Ver.  10,  II. 
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thren,  let  every  ??2an,  wherein  he  is  c ailed t  therein 
abide  with  God.  Whatever  be  the  condition, 
in  which  any  perfon  is  converted  to  Chriftia- 
nity,  whether  in  a  fingle  or  married  flate, 
whether  married  to  a  beUever  or  an  heathen, 
whether  he  be  circumcifed  or  uncircumcifed, 
v/hether  he  be  bond  or  free  3  let  him  not 
imagine,  that  Chriftianity  diffolves  any  of  the 
great  obligations  and  connections  of  human 
life,  or  exempts  him  from  the  duties  attend- 
ing: them.  In  that  condition  wherein  he  is 
converted,  let  him  abide  with  God.  If  he  can- 
not change  it  for  the  better,  confiftent  with 
his  duty,  iet  him  continue  in  it  in  obedience 
to  God's  will,  and  approve  himfelf  faithful  in 
it,  m  expectation  of  God's  acceptance  and  re- 
ward. For  circumcijion  is  nothing,  and  uncir- 
cumcifion  is  nothing  J ;  difference  of  nation,  or 
condition,  or  ceremonies,  is  of  no  confequence 
under  the  gofpel;  but  keeping  the  commandments 
of  God.  In  fpeaking  to  this  apoflolical  exhor- 
t.  tion,   I  fliall  conlider, 

I.  The  nature  and  import  of  it.      And 

II.  The  neceffity  and  wifdom  of  regard- 
ing It. 

I.  I  am  to  confider  the  nature  and  import  of 
this  apoifolical  exhortation.  Let  every  fna?2, 
•wherein  he  is  called,   therein  abide  with  God. 

To  he  called  means  here  to  be  converted  td 
Chriliianit\',  in  confequence  of  and  obedience 
to  the  call  of  God  by  the  gofpel  of  Chriftj 
and  the  reafon  and  original  of  the  expreffioa 

X  Ver.  19. 
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will  be  underflood,  by  confidering,  that  the 
word  we  render  ccill,  is  the  term  made  ufc  of 
by  the  Greek  writers  to  invite  any  perfon  to  a 
feafl  ||,  and  that  the  golpel  dKpenlation  is  com- 
pared to  one,  becaule  God  hath  therein  made 
the  moft  liberal  provifions  for  the  falvation  of 
all,  who  are  willing  to  receive  them.  The 
preaching  and  publicrition  of  the  goj'pd  is  the 
call  and  invitation  §  of  God  to  corue  and 
accept  theie  preparations  of  the  divine  boun- 
ty i  and  this  call  or  invitation  is  as  univerj'al 
as  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel ;  even  they 
who  refufed  to  accept  of  it  being  exprefsly 
Ailed  the  called,  or  the  invited  of  God.  Bat 
as  many  in  this  fenfc  are  called^  and  but  few  of 
them  chofen,  the  called  of  God  and  the  called 
of  Chriit  are  expreflions  pecuJlarly  apphcabie 
to  thofc  who  are  called,  and  accept  the  call  ^•". 
Thus  St.  Paul  ftiles  the  Roman  converts  the 
called  of  J  ejus  Cbriji,  called  according  to  God's 
purpoj'e -f ',  and  as  he  tells  the  'ibrjj'aloniansy 
chofen  to  falvation,  through  fanclification  of  the 
fpirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth,  and  called  thereto 
by  his  gofpel,  to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our 
Lordfefus  ChriJ}'^.  And  it  is  in  tliis  ienfe  we 
are  to  underftand  the  expreffion  in  my  text. 
Let  every  man,  wherein  he  is  called,  i.  e.  in  the 
flate  in  which  he  is  converted  to  t'ne  Chriifian 
faith  and  ^voriliip,   therein  abide  with  God. 

To  abide  in  any  place,  or  condition  of  life, 
denotes  continuance,  or  perfcverance  therein  :' 
And  to  abide  m  it  with  God,  me.ms,  contmuino: 


t> 
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therein,  out  of  regard  to  God,  and  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  him  who  hath  allotted  us  our  fla- 
tions,  that  u-e  may  finally  fecure  his  approbar- 
tion  and  favour.  It  is  a  kind  of  general  ex- 
preiUon,  inclufive  of  feveral  particulars.      As 

\.  Let  every  nian^  iv herein  he  is  called,  therein 
abide  with  God,  i.  e.  let  him  confider  his  own 
particular  circuiixflances  and  condition  of  life, 
as  the  effeSf  of  the  permijioiiy  difpofal,  and  or- 
derance  oi  God's  all-wife  and  gracious  pro- 
vidence. Reafon  teaches  us,  that  as  the 
whole  frame  of  nature  is  of  God's  eftablifh- 
menr,  fo  it  is  under  his  peculiar  direction  and 
government.  All  the  relations  and  connec- 
tions of  things  in  \\\Q7?2aterial  world,  were  ori- 
ginally contrived  and  fixed  by  him,  who  made 
them  lubfervient  to,  and  dependent  on  each 
other,  and  they '  are  all  of  them  neceilary  to 
maintain  the  order  and  fecure  the  welfare  of 
the  whole.  And  as  all  the  natural  powers, 
fiiculties  and  tendencies,  the  weakneiTes,  im- 
perfecftions  and  wants  of  men,  their  relations 
by  affinity  or  blood,  the  time  of  their  birth, 
the  nations  in  which  they  are  born,  their  dif- 
ferent conjtitiitions^  difpoji tions  and  geniu/Jes,  as 
far  as  natural,  are  unqueftionably  .^^r^^-^^^Z?  to 
the  original  purpofes  of  God  in  creating  men, 
and  take  /place  throughout  all  the  different 
ages  of  the  world,  either  according  to  the 
fettled  train  of  caufes  and  effedts,  which  he  at 
firpL  edabliflied,  or  (ovnQ  Jpecial  direBions  and 
interpofitions  of  his  providence ;  they  ought 
all  of  them  to  be  referred  to  him,  as  their 
primary  and   direufive  caufe,  and  looked  on  as 

the 
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the  appointments  of  his  ibvereign  wifdom  and 
pleajure. 

As  Jbciety  amongft  men  is  evidently  from 
God,  as  mankind  c;innot  well  fablift,  nor  the 
dignity  and  comfort  of  human  hfe  be  main- 
tained without  it,  it  neceifarily  follows,  that 
all  the  different  relations,  offices,  and  J'ubor- 
dinations  of  charad;er  and  condition,  witl'out 
which  fociety  cannot  be  formed  or  continued, 
mufc  be  agreeable  to  the  original  intention  of 
his  providence,  and  may  therefore  be  'v^'^dy 
confidered  as  of  divine  appointment.  So  that, 
whatever  be  that  particular  condition  in  which 
men  find  themfelves  placed, and  the  diftiiiguilh- 
ing  Nation  allotttid  to  them  in  focial  life,  they 
fhould  efleem  it,  not  as  the  effect  of  mere  ac- 
cident or  chance,  or  an  unavoidable  fatality, 
but  of  the  wife  osconomy  of  God,  and  as  per- 
mitted and  directed  by  him,  to  bring  about  ends 
worthy  the  perfections  of  his  nature,  and  con- 
ducive to  the  p-enerai  welfare  of  mankind. 

In  like  manner,  the  animal  quaUfications 
and  bodily  properties  of  men,  are  not  perhaps 
exa6tly  the  fame  in  any  one  lingle  pair  in  the 
whole  world.  The  abilities,  alio  intellectual 
powers,  difpolitions  and  capacities  of  every 
one,  are  in  many  refpeCts  different  from  thoie 
of  others,  lead  them  feverally  to,  and //V  them 
for  as  different  operations,  purfuits,  and  em- 
ployments. And  this  manifeftly  demonilrates, 
that  they  were  intended  by  their  very  make 
to  move  in  difterent  fpheres  of  life,  and  de- 
iigned  for  very  various  fervices  and  duties. 
I  4  Now, 
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Now,  ^z\N\\2iX.c\tvh  truly  natural,  is  certainly 
Jrc7n  God,  as  its  primary  author,  'tis  as  certain, 
that  by  forming  men  with  different  abilities, 
difpofitions,  and  inclinations,  he  thereby  qua- 
lified and  intended  them  for  their  different 
conditions  and  purfuits  j  and  that  all  this  vari- 
ety is  properly  a  divine  contrivance,  and  the 
conftitution  of  the  manifold  wifdom,  and  infi- 
nite goodnefs  of  God.  £0  that  whether  they 
are  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  governors  or  fub- 
jecls,  mafters  or  fervants,  bond  or  free,  prof- 
perous  or  afPiicfted,  difpofed  for  this  or  the  other 
employment  or  purfuit,  they  fhould  regard  it,  as 
that*particular  and  diftingui filing  poft  and  fer*- 
vice  or  life,  which  it  is  the  fovereign  pleafure  of 
the  great  difpofer  of  all  events,  that  they  fiiould 
attend  to  and  exercife  themfelves  in  it. 

In  this  variety  of  condition  and  difi^erence 
of  itation,  charader  and  difpofition,  that  runs 
through  all  the  various  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  the  feveral  generations  of  mankind, 
there  is  a  real  and  evident  beauty  and  excel- 
lency. Many  ufeful  and  important  duties 
arife  out  of  them,  which  could  never  take 
plac,  was  there  an  abfolute  equality  of  cir- 
cumfiance,  or  famenefs  of  difpofition  amongft; 
all  men.  From  hence  arile  the  ^various  arts 
andjciences,  which  are  of  fuch  perpetual  utility 
to  nations,  which  are  necefiary  to  polifli  and 
refine  them,  and  contribute  io  highly  to  the 
convenience,  el.^gance,  and  even  fecurity  of 
Jife,  By  this  diverfity  mankind  are  firmly 
linked   together,    aiid   connedled    with    each 

other, 
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other,  benevolence  and  public  fpirit  are  ex- 
cited and  cherilhed,  and  the  rriutual  depen- 
dences of  all  tend  to  the  fafety  of  individuals, 
and  the  ftrength,  the  happinefs,  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  whole.  In  a  word,  wiihout 
this  difference  in  the  flates  and  charaders  of 
rnen,  fociety  muft:  difband,  commerce  ahfo- 
lutely  ceafe,  the  fources  of  benevolence  be 
almofl  wholly  dried  up,  feme  of  the  warmefl 
fatisfa6iions  of  human  nature  abfolutely  fail, 
all  valuable  improvements  be  wholly  at  an 
end,  and  the  very  order  and  happinefs  of  the 
world  be  precarious,  and  almoft  impoflible  to 
be  fecured. 

And  as  reafon  and  experience  thus  plainly 
teach  us,  that  this  great  diverlity  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  men  is  the  wife  orderance  of 
God,  fo  it  is  the  exprefs  dodrine  of  divine 
revelation  \  wdiich  reprefents  him  as  the  every 
where  prefent,  infinitely  wife,  and  all  power- 
ful being,  as  exerciling  an  univerlal  in- 
ipediion,  providence  and  government,  and 
ordering  all  tkinis  according  to  his  oivn  ^ood 
pleafure.  The  divifion  of  nations,  and  their 
feparation  into  their  refpecflive  countries,  is 
particularly  afcribed  to  him  *;  for  the  moji  Hio-fj 
divided  the  nations  their  inheritance,  Jcparated 
the  Jons  5/ Adam,  and  determined  the  bounds  of^ 
their  habitations  J.  The  general  diviiion  of 
mankind  into  high  and  low,  rich  2.nd  pocr^  is 
of  his  difpofition  and  appointment;  for  the 
poor  and  the  rich  meet  together,  and  the  Lord  is 

*  Deut.  XA'.pi.  8.  X  A(fls  xvii.  26, 
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the  maker  of  them  al/^,  not  only  as  he  is  their 
common  creator  j  but  as  he  hath  ordained  their 
lot,  and  conftitutes,  by  his  providence,  their 
different  circumftances.  For  the  Lord  7naketh 
poor  and  maketh  rich,  he  bringeth  low  and  lifteth 
iip^.  Government  is  of  his  appointment,  for 
the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God  -j-  -,  and 
the  fabmiffion  and  obedience  of  fubjedis  ex- 
prellly  provided  for  by  his  command  ',  for 
we  muji  needs  befubjeBfor  confciencefake.  The 
different  employments  of  mankind,  and  their  re- 
fpefcive  capacities  for  managing  them,  are  from 
him  as  their  original  author,  even  the  moft 
fervile  and  laborious,  as  well  as  thofe  which 
are  more  eafy  and  honourable.  The  plowman 
plows,  opens  and  breaks  the  clods  of  his  ground, 
makes  plain  the  face  thereof,  cajis  abroad  the 
fitches,  fcatters  the  cummin,  throws  in  the  prin- 
cipal wheat  and  the  barley,  and  the  rye  in  their 
places y  for  his  God  doth  inJlruSi  him  to  difcretion, 
and  doth  teach  him  %.  The  knowledge  ^ndficill 
of  particular  perfons  in  arts  and  mamfaBures, 
and  trades,  is  communicated '  by  him,  who 
fills  them  with  wifdom  and  underftanding,  and 
knowledge  in  all  manner  of  workmanfiip,  to  de- 
'vife  cunning  work,  to  work  in  gold  and  in  filver, 
and  in  brafs\.  As  to  the  various  7?^/£'i  and 
offices  in  the  church  ofChrift,  he  gave  fame 
Apofiles  and  fome  Prophets,  fome  Evangelifis, 
and  fome  Pajiors  and  Teachers,  furni(hing  them 
with  gifts,  differing  according  to  the  grace 
vouchiafed  them,  that  thefe  different  members 

§  Prov.  xxii.  2.  *  I   Sam.  ii.  7.  t  Rom.  xiii.  i,  5. 

X  ila.  xxviii.  24,  29.         |1  Exod.  xxxi.  3,  4. 
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might  conftitute  one  compad,  well  tempered 
body,  and  by  their  various  fervices  and  inti- 
mate union,  each  contribute  to  the  good  order 
and  welfare  of  the  whole.  In  a  word,  as  we 
are  commanded  to  acknowledge  God  in  all  our 
ways,  the  precept  fuppofes,  that  he  -pre fides 
over  them  all,  and  hath  the  univerfal  direction 
of  them.  And  therefore  to  abide  vAth  God  in 
thatjlate  in  which  every  one  is  placed,  implies 
ajirm  beliej,  and  habitual  attention  to  this  truth  : 
That  his  particular  condition,  in  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  it,  take  place  in  confequence  of 
the  difpofals  of  divine  providence,  and  is  what 
the  wifeft  and  beft  of  beings  hath  thought 
proper  to  appoint  him. 

2 .  Liet  every  man,  wherein  he  is  called,  therein  ~ 
abide  with  God,  i.  e.  as  his  ftation  is  the  allot- 
ment of  God,  let  him  patiently  and  contentedly 
continue  in  it,  out  oj  regard  to  him  who  hath 
appointed  it  5  if  he  cannot  change  it  to  his 
advantage,  by  fuch  methods  as  God  approves, 
and  as  are  confident  with  the  fixed  and  unal- 
terable rules  of  Chriflian  piety  and  virtue. 
The  Chriflian  church  is  like  a  large  houp^old  or 
family,  over  which  he  prefides  as  the  great 
father  and  governor,  in  which  there  is  a  great 
diverfity  of  charad:ers,  offices,  and  employ- 
ments, where  every  one  is  allotted  his  proper 
v/ork,  in  which  he  muft  abide,  till  his  mailer 
puts  an  end  to  his  fervice,  or  appoints  him  to 
a  different  flation.  In  the  human  body  there 
are  many  members,  varioufly  placed,  and  for 
different  ufes ;  all  of  them  neceffary  for  the 
purpofes  of  animal  life,    and  that  contribute 

tQ 
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to  the  perfedtion,    comclinefs    and   advantage 
of  the  whole,  fo  that  the  eye  cannot  [ay  to  the 
hand^  I  have  no  need  of  thee ;  nor  again  the  head 
to  the  feet,   I  have  no  need  of  you  ;    that   there 
Jhould  be  no  fchifin  in  the  body^   but  that  all  the 
members  fioould   have   the  fame   c-are    one  for 
another'^.    Thefe  arejuft  reprefentations  of  that 
variety,  fubordination  and  conne<flion  of  flates 
which  take  place  in  human  life,  and  are  as  evi- 
dently an  appointment  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs; 
by  virtue  of  which  no  man  is  to  judge  for  him- 
felf,    carve  out  his  own  lot,    or  endeavour  any 
alteration  in  it,  contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  or 
bv^  any  methods   which  he  hath  difapproved. 
This  would  bring  confuiion  into  the  affairs  of 
the   world,    and  deRroy  that   mutual  depend- 
ence,   harmony   and    regularity,    which    God 
would    have   kept  up,    and  continually  efta- 
blilhed.     It  would  be   a  criminal  invafion  of 
his  conflitution,    and  what  muft  therefore  ex- 
pofe  men  to  his  difpleafure,    as   the  wife  and 
benevolent  governor  of  the  world. 
*     If  indeed  he  points  out  any  alteration  in  our 
circumlfances,    give  us  a  fair  opportunity  to 
better  our  condition,    and  providentially  leads 
us  into  the  means  of  effecting  it ;    every  wife 
man   will   thankfully   accept  and    ufe   them ; 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  obferve  the   fteps,    and 
follow  the  condud:  of  his   providence;    to  go 
where  he   directs  us,    and  aflame  and  ferve  in 
that  poil  of  life,  to  which  he  invites  us.     The 
exhortation  of  my  text.  Let  every  man^  wherein 

*   I  Cor.  xii.  21 — 25. 
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he  is  calledy  therein  abide  with  God,  relates  pe- 
culiarly to  JlanjeSf  who  were  become  converts 
to  Chriftianity.  But  that  St.  Paul  did  not 
mean,  that  every  Have  fhould  always  continue 
a  flave,  appears  from  the  foregoing  verfes. 
For  though  he  fays  in  general  terms  :  Lei 
every  man  abide  in  the  fame  calling  wherein  he  is 
called^  ',  he  immediately  adds,  to  exemplify 
his  precept :  Art  thou  called  being  ajervant  -j-, 
or  flave,  care  not  j or  it ;  take  up  quietly  with 
thy  lot,  /.  e.  if"  it  appear  to  be  the  will  of 
God  that  thou  (iiouldeft  continue  fuch ;  for 
he  fubjoins,  to  explain  and  qualify  the  pre- 
cept:  But  if  thou  may  ft,  aXX  «'  -2,  ^uvaa-ctt,  if 
thou  ca?7ft  be  made  free,  if  thou  canfl  purchafe, 
or  other  wife  fairly  attain  thy  freedom,  tfe  it  ra- 
ther, and  recover  thy  liberty.  In  like  manner, 
though  every  one  is  to  abide  and  continue  in 
his  own  proper  poll:,  yet  this  is  not  to  be  un- 
derftood,  as  that  every  man  mull  always  look 
upon  himfclf  as  abfolutely  and  inevitably  tied 
down  to  the  prefent  condition  in  which  he  is ; 
and  fron:i  an  imagination,  that  God  hath  im- 
mutably decreed  what  his  circumftances  fhail 
be,  never  fairly  attempt  to  mend  them.,  or 
rife  from  the  lower  ftations  of  life  to  more 
plentiful  and  honourable  ones.  Rather,  if 
God  favourably  difpofcs  things  to  bring  them 
into  a  more  eafy,  happy,  ufeful  fituation, 
they  Ihould  gratefully  embrace  the  kind  oppor- 
tunity he  prcfents  them,  and  improve  it  with 
a  luitable  diligence  and  care. 

*  Vsr.  20.  t  Ver.  21. 
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But  then,  as  providence  never  leads  men 
into  any  kind  of  profperity  by  meafures  con- 
trary to  righteoufnefs  and  truth,  nor  allows  any 
fuch  means  to  be  made  ufe  of,  as  are  contrary 
to  the  great  laws  of  religion  and  virtue ;  the 
poor  mufi:  not  rife  to  riches  by  fraud  and  in- 
juftice ;  the  flave  muft  not  obtain  his  liberty, 
by  deferting  his  mafter's  fervice  without  per- 
million  ;  the  low  muft  not  advance  themfelves 
to  honour  and  preferment,  by  methods  of 
corruption,  treachery,  and  violence ;  the 
diftrelfed  and  afflided  are  not  to  procure  eafe 
and  profperity,  by  renouncing  their  principles^ 
forfaking  their  profeffion,  or  by  any  meafures 
of  wickednefs  and  vice.  This  is  not  abiding 
with  God  in  the  ftate  in  which  we  are,  but  is 
a  direcfl  violation  of  his  orders,  a  very  criminal 
departure  from  him,  and  the  duty  we  owe  him, 
and  an  iniquitous  and  diOionourable  defertion 
of  that  poft  which  he  hath  afiigned  us ;  and 
whatever  are  the  advantages  we  may  fecure 
by  fuch  an  evil  conduft,  they  will  be  found 
at  laft  to  be  no  equivalent  and  balance  to 
thofe  fubftantial  and  durable  evils,  which  the 
forfeiture  of  his  favour,  and  the  juft  effeds 
of  his  difpleafure  will  fooner  or  later  ex- 
pofe  us  to, 

3.  Let  everv-man  abide  with  God  in  that 
condition  in  which  providence  hath  placed 
him,  by  chearfully  fubmitting  to  all  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  it,  out  of  regard  to  the  appointment 
and  orderance  of  God.  The  diilnbutions  of 
Jiis  providence  are  all  made  with  the  moft  per- 
fed  and  comprehenfive  view  of  all  the  poftible- 

coiifequenees 
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confequences  that  can  arife  from  them,  and 
are  not  hafty  difpofitions  of  mere  imdircufed 
arbitrary  will  znAfovercign  pleaj'ure,  without  any 
fore- knowledge  of,  or  regard  had  to  the  ten- 
dencies and  effeds  of  them,  in  which  the 
nature,  different  powers,  and  various  capaci- 
ties of  mankind  have  not  been  prudently  and 
kindly  confulted.  And  therefore  when  he  de- 
termined to  permit  and  appoint  that  great  di- 
veriity  of  ftates,  which  hath  conftantly  taken 
place  throughout  all  nations  2nd  ages  of  man- 
kind, and  more  or  lefs  fubliiled  ever  iince  their 
original  formation ;  it  was,  from  the  moffc 
certain  and  diftintt  view  of  all  their  connec- 
tions and  poffible  effects,  he  forefav/  this 
would  be  the  befi  and  "Joifeft  conJlitutio7i,  and 
upon  the  whole,  the  fitteil  plan  on  which  he 
could  carry  on  the  defigns  of  his  moral  pro- 
vidence and  government  over  mankind. 

And  therefore  whatever  are  the  ijiconvenl- 
encies  and  difadvantages  of  that  condition  in. 
which  we  are  placed,  as  they  were  ail  of  them 
c\Qd,v\y  for efeen  by  God,  that  condition  v/ould 
never  have  been  permitted  and  allotted  to  any- 
one's particular  (hare,  had  not  God  known, 
that  all  circumftances  confidered,  it  would 
have  been  th^  Jit t eft  for  hiin,  and  the  incon- 
venicncies  attending  it  fuch  as  were  equi-^ 
tably  fuited  to  his  diftinguifhing  temper  and 
dilpofuion  'y  fuch  as  he  vvould  be  moil  capa- 
ble of  fupporting  under,  and  improving  finally 
to  his  bed  advantage  and  higheft  intereft.  To 
nhnie  therfore  with  God 'm  fuch  a, condition  of 
being,  is  hwnhly  and cb earful ly  to  acqiiiefce  in  it,. 

ta- 
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to  refrain  from  difcontent  and  murmuring^ 
not  to  cenfure  the  ways  of  God  as  partial^ 
unequal,  or  unfriendly,  not  to  envy  others 
in  higher  ftations,  nor  to  repine  that  things 
are  not  with  us  according  to  our  wilhes,  and 
that  we  want  thofe  advantages  and  gratifica^ 
tions  of  life,  which  others  attain  to,  and 
which  we  may  have  been  eagerly  and  conti- 
nually purfuing. 

What,    if  thy  circumflances  are  low,    and 
thy  condition  that  of  dependence  and  want  ? 
Haft  thou  not  reafon  to  conclude,  that  becaufe 
God  would  have  it  fo,  it  is  really  more  for  thy 
herujit  than  plenty  and  abundance,    and   that 
he  intends  to  make  thy  neceffities  inftrumen- 
tal  to  prepare  thee  for  better  things ;  and  what 
fhould  give  thee  no  fmall  pleafure,  fubfervient 
to  promote  the  future  falvation  and  happinefs 
of  thofe  who  know  thy  wants,    and  have  the 
ability  and  inclination  to  minifter  to  the  relief 
of  them  ?    Canft  thou   be  fure  that  profperity 
would,    on    the   whole,    have    been  any  real 
bleffing  to  thee ;  that  thou  wouldeft  not  have 
been  undone  by  the  fnares  attending  it;   that 
thou  wouldeft  not  have  made  gold  thy  god  by 
a  fordid,    avaricious  temper,    or  laviihed  thy 
riches  in  thofe  criminal,   luxurious  indulgen- 
cies  and  pleafares,  in  which  we  fee   fo  many 
diffipate  and  abufe  them  ?  Complain  not  there- 
fore, till  thou  canft  as  certainly  know  as  God 
doth,  what  the  confequences  of  plenty  would 
have   been  to  thee;    and  perfuade  thyfelf  to 
think,  that  he  hath  carved  out  thy  lot  much 
better  for  thee,  thai  if  he  had  gratified  the 

fond 
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fond  willies,   and  tlipti^htkrs-  delires    of  thy 
heart.  .<;   ij  l- 

Art  thou  exerclfcd  with  perpetual diforders  of 
body,  and  liable  to  thofc  con! iiantly  ret u ruing 
infirmities,  that  preyenjt.  thy  enjoying  .and 
rehuiing  the  comforts  .qf  life,  ;and,Miicharging 
the  duties  of  it  with  that -ailiduity  and  chearj- 
fuhiefs  thou  wiihen;  to  do  ?  Are  thelc  weak- 
neiies  and  difordtrs  iYiQef/'edls  of.crimnaH:npru~ 
dcnceS)  and  irregular  gratifications  .?•  Remember 
then,  that  as  thefe  confiquences  of  thine  ac- 
tions are  of  God's  original  appointment,,  they 
are  intended  by  him  to  correct.  'Cap^-  for. thine 
errors,  to  heal  tliee  ot  thy  moral  ^\'i\:>x^Q,x^y 
and  five  thee  from  a ^  more  aggravated  and 
durable  mifery  ;  kifs  then  tbs  r^^^  and  hi-m -that 
holds  it;  becaufe  it  is  with  the  kinddl  inten- 
tion he  hath  permitted  thee ,  to  be  afHid:ed. 
If  fuch  disorders  are  conflitntionaly  or  .plainly 
providential,  there  is  fliU-ahundani;  Fcaloa  for 
thy  moil  patient  and  quiet  fabmiffion  tj  them  ; 
becaufe  the  pe'milfiOMS  and  appolnt.ments  of 
God  are  founded  in  the  higheil  reafon,  and 
when  the  fciieme  of  his  providence  comes 
to  be  unfolded,  and  the  reafjns  of  his  con- 
du<fS;  to  be  clearly  reprefented  to  us,  all  will 
appear,  worthy  his  chaiacfler,  as  an  infinitely 
good  and  perfect  being.  Perhaps  the  feeble 
frame  and  valetudinary  conflitution  may  have 
been  one  principal  means  of  thy  prefcrvatioii 
from  thofc  dcjiruftive-  liberties,  into  which 
otherwife  thou  migbteft  have  ran  j  and  if  thy 
piety  and  ferioufnefs  of  mind,  thy  government 
of  thy  palnon?,  thy  inteizrity  and  conftancy 
.     Vol.  If        '      '    K    "  in 
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in  virtue,  and  thine  eftablifhed  growing  meet- 
nefs  for  the  happlnefs  of  a  better  life,  be  in 
any  meafure  owing  to  the  diforders  and  ill- 
nefles  thou  art  apt  to  complain  of  and  repine 
at ;  thou  arc  fo  far  from  having  any  good 
reafon  to  murmer  at  thy  lot,  that  thou  haft 
rather  caufe  to  fay  unto  God  :  In  very  faith- 
fulnefs  thou  haft  affiiBed  me.  In  a  word,  what- 
ever be  the  difadvantages  of  the  condition 
thou  art  in,  and  whether  they  be  greater  or 
lefler;  fupport  them  with  a  becoming  dig- 
nity and  fortitude,  and  let  the  conlideration, 
that  they  are  God's  allotment,  reconcile  thee 
to  them,  and  bring  thee  to  that  intire  patience 
and  refignation  under  them,  that  is  both  thine 
intereft  and  duty. 

4.  Abide  with  God  In  thy  proper  ftatlon,  by 
faithfully  difcharging  all  the  fever al  obligations 
refultingfrom  ity  and  the  duties  that  ftand  cojt- 
neBed  vi\{ii  ii ;  as  firmly  believing  they  have 
the  fan^ion  of  the  divine  authority ^  fully  ap- 
prized of  thy  being  continually  under  God'^ 
infpeSlion,  and  finally  accountable  to  him  for  thy 
condu(?l".  The  variety  of  conditions  that  take 
place  in  human  life  was,  amongft  other  rea- 
fons,  unqueftionably  permitted  and  ordained 
for  this,  that  men  might  be  brought  under 
as  great  a  variety  of  engagements,  and  have 
an  opportunity  for  pradtifing  thofe  different 
kinds  of  excellent  virtues,  that  peculiarly  be- 
long to  them,  and  which  could  not  have 
taken  place,  had  their  conditions  been  all 
equal,  or  their  fituations  in  the  world  been 
exatflly  the  fame.  For  every  different  ftate  of 
I  life 
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life  hath  its  own  diftlnguiHiing  duties  helong- 
ino-  to  it,  and  which  refult  from  and  become 
no  other  ftation  whatfoever.  There  are  in- 
deed fome  common  obUgations  that  all  men 
and  Chrirtians  are  brought  under,  that  are 
efTential  to  them  as  fuch,  and  which  there- 
fore all  of  them  are  equally  bound  to  obferve. 
But  then  there  are  others  more  limited  and^^- 
cial,  which  are  determined  only  by  particular 
circumftances,  and  which  belong  to  fome  only 
and  not  to  others.  The  duties  of  the  richt 
as  fuch,  are  of  one  kind  ;  thofe  of  the  poor, 
as  fuch,  of  another.  Some  virtues  become, 
more  efpecially  the  high  and  honourable -y  others, 
thofe  who  are  in  the  loweji  clalTes  of  life. 
Profperity  and  adverfity  require  a  very  different 
temper  and  conduct,  and  thofe  difpolitions 
and  anions  which  are  natural  and  ornamental 
to  the  one,  would  be  highly  improper,  and 
look  like  affedlation,  or  appear  quite  indecent 
in  the  other. 

Now  as  thefe  duties  necefTarily  arife  out  of 
that  variety  of  ftates,  which  owe  their  being 
to  the  divine  order  and  appointment,  they 
mud  be  equally  of  a  divine  conftitution  with 
the  ftates  they  refult  from,  and  be  all  of  them 
enforced  by  the  fupream  authority  of  God. 
And  the  condition  that  every  man  is  placed 
in,  points  out  to  him  moft  certainly  what  God 
particularly  requires  of  him,  and  what  is  his 
good  and  perfect  and  acceptable  will  concerning 
him  j  and  it  is  almofl  impofiible,  that  any  one 
of  a  good  heart,  and  honed  difpofition  of 
mind,  can  ever  be  at  a  lofs,  in  the  general 
K  2  courfe 
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courfe  of  his  life,  what  part  to  a6t,  or  to 
know  how  he  may  ivalk  Jo  as  to  ■pleafe  God, 
and  finally  fecure  his  approbation.  His  very 
dillinguiflung  circumftances  in  the  world 
teach  him  this,  and  his  own  rank  in  life  is  his 
conRant  monitor  and  infiructor.  And  as  God 
is  the  conilant  infpedor  of  all  men,  who  a6t 
continually  under  his  inimediate  view,  and 
are  finally  accountable  at  his  tribunal  for 
their  behaviour  in  the  pods  he  hath  ailigned 
them  J  'tis  impoffible  that  he  can  be  indiffe- 
rent as  to  their  conduil,  approve  them  when 
they  a6t  out  of  characfler,  defert  their  pofr, 
forget  their  duty,  refufe  to  perform  it,  or 
v/ilfmgly  adl:  in  contradidion  to  it :  Or  that 
he  Ihould  not  behold  them  with  a  favourable 
eye,  when  they  dlfcharge  their  part  well,  and 
adl  with  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  ftations  he 
hath  appointed  them. 

Abide  therefore  with  God  wherein  foever  thou 
art  called.  Confider  what  the  difpofitions  of 
mind  are  thou  oughteft  in  an  efpecial  manner  to 
exercife,  and  carefully  cultivate  and  improve 
them.  Seriouily  and  frequently  recolledt, 
what  behaviour  that  is  which  becomes  thy 
circumftances,  and  regulate  thy  whole  con- 
ducfl  with  true  propriety  and  decericy.  True 
religion  leads  direflly  to  this,  and  the  ufe- 
fulne/s,  order  and  comfort  of  hfe,  in  great; 
meafare  depends  on  it;  and  as  to  focial  hap- 
pinels,  'tis  impradicable  without  it.  When 
men.  torget  themfelves, -and  the  obligations 
arifing  out  of  their  refpecStive  circumftances ^ 
when  they  impertinently  intrude  themfelves 
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into  the  provinces  of  others,  and  overlook 
what  is  incumbent  on  themfc^Ives  in  their 
own;  v^hen  through  criminal  affedtions,  and 
ftrong  propeniities  to  {enfual  gratifications  and 
plealures,  they  trample  upon  all  the  original 
obligations  which  God  and  nature  have  laid 
them  under,  and  live  in  an  habitual  violation 
of  their  proper  duty  ;  they  become  not  only 
unprojitahk  but  hurtfidy  they  contradict  tlie 
very  dtiign.  of  their  being,  run  counter  to  the 
order,  and  break  in  upon  the  conflitucioii 
of  the  moft  high  God,  and  incur  tlie  penalty 
of  thofe  v/ho  break  their  rank,  quit  their  poll: 
of  duty,  and  fet  thcmfclves  up  in  oppofiticii 
to  his  fupream  authority  and  command. 

Keep  therefore,  Chriftian,  within  that 
fphere  of  adion  the  wifdom  of  providence 
hath  aingned  thee  to  move  in.  Tliou  fliouldft 
not  leave  thy  own  province,  to  bufy  thy felf 
about  another's,  that  no  way  belongs  to  thee. 
Every  man  hatli  liis  own  work  to  do^  and 
let  every  man  prove'  aiui  n'^\\\^ perform  it,  and 
then  he  fhall  have'^  rejoicing  in  biirip'If.,  and  not 
in  another.  Chriftianity  lays  great  llrefs  upoiT 
this,  points  out  the  duties  of  every  condition 
and  chara^Ster,  and  makes  our  acceptance  with 
God  through  Chrilt,  and  our  final  happinefs 
in  his  favour,  in  great. m6"af.!re,ydependeiit  on 
our  performing  them.  Jlrt  thou  rich  v.vAprof- 
perous  in  this  ivorld,'  and  halt  thoB' li title  or  no- 
thing to  mix  with  thv  enjoyments.  ;fi?iiciimbit-^ 
ter  thy  comforts  ?  Be  not  high-mwJedy  hut  fear  ^ 
Place  not  thy  happinefs ^  nor  truji  in. uncertain 
riches,  but  in  the  living.  Gcd,  ivhd'givcth  us  all 
K    3  things 
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things  richly  to  enjoy.  Be  fo be rly  joyful  in  thy 
profperity,  whilil  it  continues,  and  prepare 
for  the  alteration  to  which  all  temporal  hap- 
pinefs  is  fubject.  Let  thy  enjoyments  he 
mixed  with  gratitude  to  God  the  giver  of 
them,  and  look  upon  thy  various  bleffings  as 
fo  many  motives  and  arguments  to  a  more  ex- 
emplary obedience  to  his  will.  Dogoodi  be  rich 
in  good  works^  ready  to  dijinbute,  'willing  to 
commmiicate,  and  lay  up  in  Jiore for  thyfelf  a  good 
foundation  againfl  the  time  to  come,  that  thou 
mayeft  lay  hold  of  eternal  Ife.  Is  thy  lot  cad 
amongri:  the  poor  and  afflitled?  In  the  day  of 
odvirfity  confider.  Be  rich  in  faith,  poor  infpirit, 
humble,  meek,  patient,  refigned,  and  con- 
tented. Walk  in  thine  integrity,  and  com- 
mit thyfelf  to  the  Lord.  To  thy  fuperiors  be 
fubmiffive,  thankful  to  thy  benefadors,  in 
thy  labours  of  life  diligent,  and  in  thy  proper 
calling  more  abundantly  induftrious.  Be  ra- 
ther careful  how  to  improve  afflictions,  than 
abfolutely  to  get  rid  of  them.  Keep  clofer 
to  God  by  prayer,  and  be  more  earned  in 
/upplicating  his  affiftance,  and  grace  to  help  thee 
in  every  time  of  need,  Converfe  much  with 
another  world,  and  look  not  only  or  principally 
to  the  things  'which  arefeen,  which  are  temporal, 
but  to  the  things  which  are^not  feen,  which  arc 
fpiritual  and  eternal. 

And  as  every  ftate,  fo  every  relation  of  life 
hath  its  proper  duties  conneded  with,  and  re- 
fulting  from  it,  particularly  fpeciiied  and  in- 
culcated in  the  gofpel  revelation.  Rulers  are 
to  confider  themfelves  as  the  tninifters  of  God, 
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for  the  public  good,    to  be  terrors  to  evil-doers, 
and  for  the  praife  of  them  that  do  well.     And 
fubjeBs  vnu(\:fubmit  themfehes  to  e^oery  ordinance 
of  man  for  the  Lords  fake ,  whether  it  be  to  the 
king  asfupreamt  or  to  governors  fent  by  him ,  for 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  to  render  tribute, 
cujioniy  fear,  and  honour,  to  whom  they  are  re- 
fpedlively  due,  and  to  pray  for  all  in  authority, 
that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peageable  life  in 
all  god  line fs  and  honejly.     Children  are  to  obey 
their  parents  in  the  Lord,  and  parents  are  not  to 
provoke  their  children  to  zvrath.      Wives  are  to 
care  for  the  things  of  ti  e  world,  fo  as  that  they 
may  pleafe  their  hufoands,  and  hufands  to  love 
their  wives,  even  as  Chriji  loved  alfo  the  church, 
Servants  are  to  be  obedient  to  their  majlers  as 
unto  Chriji,  not  with  eye-fervice^  as  men-pleafers, 
hut  as  the  fervants  oj  Cbrijl,  doing  the  will  of 
God  from  the  heart  -,  and  majlers  are  to  behave 
with  equity  and  moderatlcn   Xo  their  fervants, 
knowing  that  they  have  a  mafter  alfo  in  Lleaven^ 
with  whom  there  is  no  rcfpcB  of  perfons.     The 
Elders  and  BiJJjops  of  the  church  are  xofeed  the 
flock  of  God,  taking  the  over-fight  thereof  not  by 
conflraint  but  willingly,  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but 
of  a  ready  mi  fid;  neither  as  being  lords  over  the 
heritage,  but  as  examples  to  the  flock ;  and  they 
who  are  taught  in  the  wbrd  are  to  communicate 
to  them  that  teach  them  in  all  good  things,  to 
know  them  that  labour  among  ft  them,  and  are 
over  them  in  the  Lord,  and  admojiiflo  them,  and 
to  efleem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their 
work  fake,  and  to  receive  with  meeknefs  the  en- 
grafted wordy  which  is  able  to  fave  their  fouls, 
K  4  And 
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And  indeed  there  cairfcarce  be  aftronger  and 
Airdr  argument  of  our  mtegriiy  in  Qur  Ciiriflian 
profe'ffioti,;  'than  our  minding  every  one  his 
proper  ^'daty^  and  behavMVcT  according  to^  the 
pecu-ltar  obligations  cur' Ovvii  circumftanccs'  in 
life  ky-ustriider.  This  (hews  that  our  faith 
is  genuine  and  lively,  •  and  that  the  principles 
we  believe  have  made  a  right  impreilion  upon 
our  minds;  that  we  connder  ourfelves  as  con- 
tinually under  thb  divine  infpediion,  and  ac- 
countable to  God;  that  we  have  a  due  reve- 
rence of  him  upon  our  hearts,  and-  labour  to 
be  accepted  of  him.  And  vvithoat  this  con- 
fci^ntious  care  to  approve  ourfelves  to  him, 
there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  that  our 
religion  will  be  at  laft  found-  to  have  bee^ 
in  vain. 


SER^ 
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SERMON     VIIL 

Abiding  with  GOD  farther  explained. 

1  Cor.  vii.  24. 

'Brethren^  let  every  man,  ^wherein  he  is  called, 
therein  abide  with  God. 

N    fpeaking    to    thefe    words    I    am    to 

confiuer, 
I.  The  nature  of  this  apoftolical  exhorta- 

.  tion.     And 
li.   The  neceffity  and  wifdom  of  regard- 

As  to  the  nature  of  this  exhortation,  to 
abide  in  every  ftate  in  which  we  are  placed 
with  God,  I  have  .ohferved,  that  as  the  ex- 
preffion  o{  abiding  with  God  Is  a  general  one, 
fo  it  may  denote  feveral  very  important  things  5 
and  particularly,  that  every  one  ftiould  confider 
his  own  particular  condition  of  life,  as  the 
effeSl  of  the  fcrmijion  and  appointment  oj  God-, 
that  he  fhould  continue  therein,  oat  of  regard 
to  his  will,  if  he  cannot  change  it  to  his  ad- 
vantage by  fuch  methods  as  God  approves ; 
that  he  fhould  chcarfully  fiibmit  to  all  the  in- 

conveniencies 
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conveniencies  of  it,  in  obedience  to  God,  who 
forefaw  them,  and  for  wife  and  good  reafons 
permitted  them  to  take  place;  and,  finally, 
that  he  ihonldi  faithfully  dtfcharge  the  great  du- 
ties refulting  from  it,  becaufe  they  have  the 
fan^tion  of  God's  authority,  and  with  the  hopes 
of  his  commendation  and  acceptance.  Let  me 
add  farther  on  this  fubjed: : 

5.  Let  every  one  abide  with  God  in  his  own 
proper  flation,  by  guarding  againfi  the  fpecial 
and  peculiar  temptations  that  arife  out  of  it, 
knowing  that  God  permits  them,  as  the  trial 
of  his  fidelity  and  conftancy.  He  intended 
the  »prefent  life  fhould  be  a  flate  of  probation, 
and  therefore  is  pleafed  to  fuffer  various 
temptations  to  befal  us,  without  which  there 
could  be  no  real  probation  of  us  at  all ;  and 
our  being  fubjeA  to  them  is  every  way  be- 
coming his  characfler,  as  the  wife  and  equita- 
ble governor  of  the  world,  and  arifes  out  of 
our  natures  as  confcious  and  moral  agents, 
endowed  with  liberty,  and  freedom  of  choice ; 
and  as  fuch  capable  of  being  influenced  by 
different  views  and  paflions,  and  drawn  into 
various  meafures  and  purfuits.  And  here 
God  hath  dealt  very  impartially  with  all  man- 
kind, by  fufi'ering  temptations  to  grow  up 
out  of  every  circumftance  of  being  that  can 
pofTibly  be  named,  that  the  integrity  and 
conflancy  of  all  may  be  duly  fifted,  and  none 
partake  of  the  eternal  recompence  of  reward, 
till  he  hath  approved  himfelf  fit  for,  and  wor- 
thy of  it,  by  his  refolution  and  perfeverance 
in  the  hour  of  temptation. 

In 
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In  that  remarkable  prayer  oiAgur,  that  God 
would  give  him  neit her  poverty  nor  riches ^  when 
he  affigns  the  reafon  of  his  requeft,  he  plainly 
points  out  the  fnares  of  both,  and  what  were 
the  fins  to  which  each  condition  feverally  led. 
Give  me  not  riches,  lejl  I  he  full  and  deny  thee, 
and  fay :  Who  is  the  Lord  "^  And  give  nie  not 
poverty,  left  Ifleal,  and  take  the  na?ne  of  my 
God  in  vain  *.  And  different  as  the  two  ex- 
treams  of  riches  and  poverty  may  feeni,  yet 
from  the  earlieft  ages  it  has  been  found  gene- 
rally true,  that  prophanenefs  and  contempt  of 
God  have  arifen  out  of  both ;  the  rich,  by 
means  of  their  very  abundance,  being  willing 
and  apt  to  think  themfelves  independent  and  im- 
accountable  to  God  ;  and  by  having  it  in  their 
power  to  gratify  all  their  paffions  and  appe- 
tites, ijifolently  to  cry  out :  Who  is  the  Lord 
that  he  Should  controul  us,  or  we  pay  any 
regard  to  his  authority  and  prefence  ?  And  as 
to  the  poor,  their  very  poverty  is  a  temptation 
to  them  to  fupply  their  neceiiities  by  illicit 
and  criminal  mealures,  to  throw  off  all  thofc 
confiderations  of  God's  providence  and  go- 
vernment, that  ihould  reconcile  them  to  their 
condition,  and  to  prophane  his  name,  either 
through  envy  at  the  profperity  of  others,  or 
impatient  under  their  own  difficulties  and 
wants.  What  greatly  contributes  to  this 
irreligion  and  impiety'  is  the  want  of  educa- 
tion ;  or  th^falfe  and  bad  education  of  perfons, 
in  thefe  two  different  circumftances  of  life  j 

•  Prpv.  XXX.  8,  9. 
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the  very  rich  and  the  vQiy  poor  being  too  ge- 
nerally brought  up  without  any  due  knowledge 
of  or  reverence  for  Godv  and  formed  into 
fenliiality  and  contempt  of  religion  from  their 
carlieil  youth.  And  though  the  vuddle  '^"^t^ 
of  life  is  commonly  the  y^/>/?,  and  the  freeft: 
irom  the  mod  dangerous  and  powerful  temp-^ 
tations  -,  yet  even  in  this  men  have  their  trials, 
aind  there  can  be  no  condition  of  human  na- 
ture in  this  world  named,  that  is  wholly  and 
conftantly  free  from  all  felicitation  and  danger 
by  them. 

Now  whatever  are  the  temptations  that  fall 
to  any  one's  particular  fl^iare,  inftead  of  yielding 
to  them,  and  complying  with  the  inducements 
that  are  prefented  him  to  any  particular  kinds 
of  fins,  he  ihould  immediately  coniider  them, 
flot  as  balti  intended,  on  the  part  God,  to 
prompt  and  feduce  him  into  guilt  and  deftruc- 
tion,  but  as  t\\Q  peculiar  trials  of  his  conftancy 
?!nd  integrity,  and  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  approving  himfelf  to  his  great  Lord  and 
Mafier,  by  the  hrmnefs  of  his  refiilance  to 
them,  and  his  refolution  and  fortitude  in  over- 
coming: them.  As  no  man  is  without  his 
temptations,  if  the-  plea  of  temptation  were 
an  exeuie  for  any  one's  vices,  it  would  be  an 
excufe  for  every  ones ;  and  therefore  upon 
this  foundation,  all  the  various  corruptions 
and  crimes  of  men  v/ould  be  really  juflifiable, 
and  there  could  be  no  judgment  of  God  to 
which  they  could  be  fubje<fi:,  nor  any  nunifli- 
ment  they  could  deferve  from  his  impartial 
juflice.     it  is  therefore  no  reafonable  plea  for 
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the  fins  of  any  man,  that  he  was  tempted  to 
commit  them,  when  he  might,  and  ought  to 
have  refifted  the  temptation  j  and  liad  all  the 
necellliry  means  afforded  him,  by  reaibn  and 
revelation,  to  ftrengthen  his  oppoiition  to,  and 
fecure  him  the  vidory  over  it. 

If  then  thy  Jl ate  of  life  is  attended  with  any 
fpecial  motives  to  prophanenefs,  forgetfulnefs, 
and  contempt  of  God  -,  or  any  of  thofe  crimes 
that  argue  an  impious,  irreligious  difpofition  : 
If  the  temptations  that  befal  thee  are  conjli^ 
tutlonaly  arifing  out  of  the  ftate  and  tempera- 
ture of  thy  pafiions  and  aiFedions ;  if  thy 
prevalent  inclination  be  to  pride,  anger,  envjg^ 
niaUce  and  revenge  3  if  to  covetoulaefs,  and 
an  immoderate  love  of  th^J  world;  if  to  the 
fenfual  gratifications  of  drunkeiinefs.  and  im- 
purity ',  if  thou  art  cncompajfe-d  with  ihtailurm^ 
frofpecis  and  baits  of  riches  and  honours ;  if 
prefented  with  the  favourable  opportunities  of 
oppreirion,  fraud,  .  injurticc,  -and  all  the  ini- 
quitons  meafures  and  means  of  wicked  and 
ungodly  gains,  in.  the  way  of  trade  and  com- 
merce ;  if  ihy  dange;!-  arlfes  from  jlraits  and 
difficulties^  and  various  aijuoiioiis  of  life^  and 
thou  art  hereby  prompted  to  murmuring^ 
fretfulnefs  of  ipirit,  ceniuring  God's  provi- 
dence, reproaching  his  name,  curfing  tiiv 
own  condition,  or  any  forbidden  and  guilty 
methods  to  alter  it  for  the  better;  whatever 
thy  temptation  be,  or  from  whencefoever  it 
^iotz&^%y  guard  thy  heart  againft  the  infmuating 
evil,  keep  it  with  all  diligence y  inRantly  fubdus 
every  riling  tendency  to  a  conceilion,  or  com~ 

pliaiice 


142      Ahiding  with  Cod  farther  explained.  Serm.  8, 

pliance  with  the  fatal   counfel   fuggefted   to 
thee,  and  never  fufFer  thy  paffions  to  betray 
thee  into  meafures  of  viccj   out  of  which  a 
retreat   is  always  difficult,    and  from  which 
'tis  too  often  found,    by  fad  experience,  that 
there  is  no  method  of  efcape.     He  who,  by 
imprejjing  the  awes  of  God  upon  his  mind,  re- 
curring habitually  to  the  great  principles  and 
motives  of  reHgion,    and  a  conftant  care  to 
fecure  the  proted;ion  and  afTiftance  of  God,   by 
■duly  ajking  grace  to  help  him  in  every  time  of 
need',    fortifies  himfelf  againft  the   fnares  of 
life,  and  the  various  inducements  to  fm  that 
every   where  prefent  themfelves  to  him ;  who 
fecures  himfelf  againft  their   impreffion   and 
influence,  maintains  his  integrity  under  them, 
and  preferves  himfelf  free  from  the  guilt  in 
which  they  would  involve  him ;    fuch  a  one 
doth   truly  abide  with  God  in  that  condition 
which  is  allotted  him,  as  he  rcfifts  thofe  ene- 
mies of  his  virtue  and  happinefs,    to  which 
God  hath  commanded  him  to  maintain  a  con- 
ftant   oppofition,    fecures   that    vidory   over 
them  to  which  God  calls  and  animates  him, 
and   as    he.  hereby   approves   his  fidelity    in 
that    facred    warfare    to    which    God    hath 
called  him. 

6.  Ijet  every  man,  wherein  he  is  called,  abide 
'with  God,  by  being  habitually  thankful  to  him 
for  all  the  various  bleflings  of  his  condition,  as 
knowing  that  they  are  the  effeds  of  his  pro- 
vidential care  and  kindnefs,  and  deferve  to 
be  improved  to  the  fincereft  and  warmeft 
gratitude.     It  hath    been   obferved   under   a 
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foregoing  head,  that  there  is  no  ftate  of  life 
without  its  attending  inconveniencies,  and  that 
doth  not  require  fome  meafure  of  fortitude 
and  patience.  It  may  be  as  truly  remarked, 
that  there  is  no  condition  but  what  hath  its 
peculiar  mercies ;  no  circumftance  into  which 
providence  brings  men,  but  there  is  fome 
mixture  of  good  as  well  as  evil,  fomewhat 
that  is  an  occafion  for  praife  as  well  as  re- 
fignation.  Sc7?ie  perfons  have  an  almoft  per- 
petual  flow  of  profperity,  and  they  can  with 
truth  take  up  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
Pfalmift,  that  goodnefs  and  mercy  have  followed 
them  all  their  days.  Their  plenty  hath  been 
ever  full,  and  their  enjoyments  perpetual, 
without  any  conliderable  interruption  and 
difappointments  to  imbitter  their  lives,  or  take 
away  the  relifh  of  the  blefiings  they  have 
poflefTed.  The  condition  of  others  is  more 
mixed 'y  afflidlions  have  fucceeded  mercies,  or 
mercies  followed  afHidions ;  their  bleffings 
have  been  lowered  by  the  evils  that  have  ac- 
companied them,  or  their  calamities  have  been 
alleviated  by  fome  feafonable  and  fuitable  fa- 
vours that  have  been  providentially  afforded 
under  them.  As  to  fome,  the  afflidions  of 
life  may  feem  greatly  to  overbalance  the  fhare 
of  good  that  is  allotted  them,  and  they  have 
been  almoft  all  their  days  forced  to  grapple 
with  difficulties  and  ftrait  circumftances,  or 
diftreffed  by  the  private  affairs  of  their  fami- 
lies, or  exercifed  with  the  perpetual  dlforders 
of  a  valetudinary,  diftempered  conftitution,  or 
been  harraffed  inceflantly  with  other  kinds  of 
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uneafinefs  and  diflirefs.  But  even  in  fuch 
fituations,  if  the  enquiry  be  impartially  pur- 
fued,  and  the  dealings  and  fteps  of  divnie  pro- 
vidence traced  out  with  that  care  and  impar- 
tiality which  they  ought  to  be,  there  will  be 
found  very  evident  arguments  of  the  divine 
goodnefs,  and  fufficient  reafons  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  a  grateful  and  thankful  dilpofition  to- 
wards God. 

And  if  all  are  thus,  in  greater  or  lelTer  mea- 
fures  beholden  to  God,  and  fhare  the  effeds  of 
his  bounty,  all  (hould  be  djljgt'nt  in  recolleBing 
the  favours  that  he  hath  bcifowed  upon  them, 
iliould  never  forget  his  kijidnefs,  fhould  fre- 
quently enquire  :  PFhat  Jhall  I  render  to  the 
Lord  for  all  his  benefits^  and  call  upon  their  fouls  j 
and  all  that  is  within  them,  to  blefs  the  name  of 
God.  To  be  unmindful  of  him,  and  our  ob- 
ligations to  his  goodnefs,  is  inexcufable  in  all; 
but  m  tkofe  more  efpecially,  who  have  been 
fi^nally  frvcured,  and  diftinguiflied  above 
others  by  the  number,  or  kind, .  or  neyer-fail- 
incr  continuance  of  the  mercies  they  have  re- 
ceived. Gratitude  in  them  fhould  be  an  ha- 
bitual difpofition,  and  when  the  whole  of  life 
is  filled  up  with  uninterrupted  bleffings,  the 
heart  fhould  be  continually  meditating,  fug- 
gefting,  and  paying  the  n^o9t  ingenuous  re- 
turns itnd  acknowledgments  of  affedion,  praife 
and  duty. 

And  as  to  the  affli5vions  of  life,  they  are 
fometimes  real  bkjjingsy  and  may  always  be 
i77iproved,  in  fome  refpecl  or  other,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  thofe  who  are  exercifed  by  them ; 
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and  it  hath  frequently  been  the  cafe,  that 
good  men  themfelves  have  with  pleafure 
owned,  that  God  hath  in  very  faithfulneji  af- 
Jli^ed  them  i  and  feen,  from  the  good  effedts 
they  have  experienced,  the  utmoft  reafon  to 
confefs,  that  how  fevere  and  grievous  fjever 
their  trials  have  been  efteemed  by  them, 
whilfi:  they  were  labouring  under  the  heavy 
preflure  of  them,  yet  that  they  have  eventu- 
ally proved  fome  of  the  happieft  circum- 
ftances  of  their  lives,  and  that  they  would 
not  have  been  without  them  for  any  confide- 
rations  whatfoever. 

Sometimes  the  goodnefs  of  God   dlTcovers 
itfclf  in  the  nature  of  the  affii5fio?i  permitted ; 
it  being,  perhaps,  the  only  one,  which  they 
could  have  borne  up  under  with  decency,  and 
been  capable  of  improving  aright  to  their  own 
heft  advantage  and  intereft.     Sometimes  the 
divine  benevolence  hath  appeared  in  th&feajon 
and  duration  of  the  afflidion  ;  befalling  them 
juft  time  enough   to   prevent  fome  fatal  and- 
deflrud:ive  error  of  life,  or  when  their  temper 
and  other  circumftances  beft  fitted    them  to 
ftruggle  with  and  bear  up  under  it,  and  lalting 
no    longer,    than   'till  fome   falutary    purpoie 
hath   been   anfwered  by  it.     Sometimes  God 
hath    manifefted   his  care   to  perfons  in   af- 
fliction,   by    the    gracious     and    unexpe(5led 
ajjijiances  and  feafonabley///)^(9r/j-  that  he  hath 
vouchfafed    them,    whereby  they  have    been 
carried  through  their  trials  to  their  ov/n  won- 
der  and   furprize,     and   much    beyond  what 
Vol.  II.  L  they 
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they  themfelves  could  ever  have  imagirred  or 
hoped  for.  Sometimes  the  good  effe^s  of 
afflidive  evils  have  been  the  fubftantial  proofs, 
that  they  have  been  the  appointments  of 
mercy  and  goodnefs.  Strong  habits  of  fin 
have  been  effe<3:ually  braken,  repentance  hath 
been  excited,  and  rendered  fincere;  and  ef- 
feftual ;  inordinate  paffions  have,  been  cor- 
red:ed  and  fubdued,  and  bad  inclinations  and 
propenfities  greatly  weakened  or  extirpated  : 
particular  graces  have  been  improved  and  ren- 
dered more  influentiali  negled:ed  duties  have 
been  revived, .  and  returned  to  with  redoubled 
arc^our  and  ferloufnefs;  a  more  thorough  and 
deep  concern  for  the  acceptance  of  God,  and 
fecuring  eternal  happinefs  hath  been  awakened,  . 
andimpreifed  upon  the  heart  and  confcience; 
and,  in  a-word,  the  ability  and  difpofition  for 
every  good  word  and  work,  and  for  final 
falvation  in  the  prefence  and  kingdom  of  God, 
have  been  highly;  promoted  and.  carried  on 
nearer  and  nearer  to  full  perfe(ftion. 

In  all  thefe  inftances,  there  are  abundant 
caufes  of  thatikjulnejs  to  God  ^  and  theretore 
whatever  be  thy  circumftanees,  look  not  only 
to  the  dark  and  uncomfortable  part  of  the  • 
profpedt,  nor  fullenly  confine  thy  views  to  what 
afflifts  and  grieves  thee ;  but  open  thy  heart 
to  the  pleafures  of  gratitude,  by  a  careful  at- 
tention to  the  iliare  of  mercy  that  hath  been  al- 
lotted thee,  and  defraud  not  God  of  the  tribute 
of  praife  thou  oweft  him,  nor  thyfelf  of  the 
honour  and    fatisfadion    of  preftnting    this 

facred 


Serm.  8.    Ahiding  toith  God  farther  explained.     147 

facred  facrifice  before  him.  If  thy  circum^ 
Jiances  are  idw^  blefs  God  that  thy  Jirength  is 
finfiy  and  thy  fpirits  chearjul  and  lively.  If 
thou  art  called,  being  afervantj  care  not  for  ity 
but  be  glad  that  thou  2iXt  free  in  Chrijl,  and  Ihalt 
hereafter  receive  the  inheritance  of  a  child- of 
God.  Is  thy  conftitutionyf^^/i?  and  difordered? 
Be  thankful  thou  art  not  at  the  fame  time  in 
preffing  jiraits  and  difzcnltiest  o-wA  deAitutc  of 
the  fupports  and  afliftanccs  that  are  necelTaryto 
thy  relief,  and  forced  to  eoiiflidt  with  the 
united  evils  of  dillcmper  and  poverty.  If 
even  thisfhould  be  thy  lot,  remember  with 
thankfulnefs  'tis  lefi  than  fir  dferves^  th'Uthefe 
afRi(ftions  ire  but  comparativrly  I'ghtj  and  cdti 
la/i  but  afeafon  ;  and  that  if  thou,  art  careful 
rightly  to  improve  them,  they  (haW  work  out 
for  thee  afar  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory.  If  thou  meeteft  with  difappointments 
abroad,  from  the  affiilance  of  thofe  friendships 
thou  hadft  reafon  to  think  thou  mlghteft  have 
depended  on,  blefs  the  name  of  God,  that 
the  circumflances  of  thy  own  family  are  de- 
iirabld,  and  that  thou  haft  no  domeftick 
crofTes  to  folicit  and  diftrefs  thee.  If  thy 
children  die,  be  thankful  that  they  are  not 
^vicious  and  profligate,  and  that  they  2iXQ  removed . 
from  they^^r^i  and  evils  that  are  to  come.  If 
their  courfes  (liduld  be  yi^/^ic  of  them  bad,. or 
their  circumftances  unprofperous ;  acknpw- 
kdge  God's  goodncfi;,  tiiat  'tis  not  the  cafe  of 
all  of  them  3  or  if  even  this  fcould  happenj 
there  is  room  for  gratitude  and  praife,  v^ieii 
L  2  thbii 


148    Abiding  inith  God  farther  explained.     Serm.  8. 

thou  remembereft  how  God  hath  preferved 
thee  from  the  fame  calamities  and  crimes.  If 
thou  art  bending  under  the  infinnities  of  age^ 
and  iindeft  all  the  natural  props  of  life  decay- 
ing, and  gradually  linking  by  diftemper  and 
pain  :  be  thankful  for  the  various  mercies  of 
thy  pajl  life,  the  bleflings  thou  aBually  enjoyeft 
to  render  the  inconveniencies  of  old  age  fup- 
'  portable,  and  thofe  inefiimahle  good  things  that 
God  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  him,  and 
will  hereafter  beftow  on  thee  as  thine  eternal 
portion  and  exceeding  great  reward.  In  a 
word,  review  thy  condition,  whatever  it  be, 
ancj  carefully  confider  all  the  circumftances 
of  thy  cafe,  and  thou  wilt  moft  clearly  dif- 
cern  numerous  proofs  of  God's  care  and 
kindnefs,  that  have  attended  thee.  Abide 
therefore  with  God,  by  the  exercife  of  that  un- 
feigned, chearful  and  warm  gratitude  towards 
him,  which  is  a  continual  facrifice  that  he  will 
BOt  defpife. 

7.  h^t  every  one  abide  with  God,  In  what- 
foever  ftate  he  is  placed,  by  maintaining  a  daily 
iniercourfe  and  com??iunion  with  him,  in  the 
eonftant,  ferious  exercife  of  all  the  duties  of 
true  piety  and  devotion,  in  a  religious  ufe  of 
all  thofe  means  of  grace  which  God  hath 
appointed  for  his  fpiritual  improvement,  and 
the  promoting  and  lecuring  his  final  lalvation 
and  happinefs.  This  is  the  meaning  of  that 
emphatical  cxpreffion  in  the  facred  writings, 
walking  zvith  God-,  parallel  with  which  is  this 
in  v£iY  text,  of  abiding  with  God ;  and  it   is  a 
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genuine  defcription  of  all  truly  pious  and  fin- 
cere  Chriftians,  whofe  life  is  a  continual  con- 
verfe  with  God  by  prayer  and  thanklgiving, 
and  a  regular  attendance  on  all  the  inftitutions 
of  divine  worship.  This  is  alfo  called  in  the 
language  of  fcripture,  waiting  upon  God^  and 
drawing  near  to  him ;  becaufe  in  the  exercifes 
of  a  rational  devotion,  the  defires  of  the  heart 
are  immediately  dire<fled  to,  and  all  its  heft  ex- 
pe(ftations  center  in  him,  as  the  great  and 
indefedible  fource  of  perfedion  and  blelTcd- 
nefs.  It  is  by  this  that  the  mind  intimately 
approaches  to,  and  unites  itfelf  with  this  mod 
excellent  of  all  beings ;  when  by  clofe  medi- 
tation, all  its  thoughts  rife  to,  and  terminate 
on  him,  when  it  fets  itfelf  in  his  prefence, 
brings  him  as  it  were  down  to  its  own  direct 
and  neared:  view,  exercifes  a  lively  faith  in 
his  perfedions  and  promifes,  increafes  its  ve- 
neration and  affcdlion  for  him,  unbofoms  all 
its  wiflies  and  wants  to  him  as  the  Father  of 
mercies,  and  the  God  of  grace ^  commits  itfelf 
to  his  protedlion,  patronage,  and  affirtance, 
calls  him  in  to  its  immediate  aid,  and  obtains 
thofe  comforts  and  confolations  that  are  not 
fmall,  that  peace  of  God  which  p^^Jfeth  ail  know- 
ledgCy  which  tends  to  confirm  andeflablifli  ail 
its  beft  purpofes  and  refolutions,  to  maintain 
its  integrity  unblameable,  and  to  increafe  its 
meetnefs  for  the  enjoyments  and  glory  of  the 
world  to  come. 

There  is  no  poffible  fituation  of  cur  beings, 
in  which  thus  to  abide  with  God  Is  not  our  duty 
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and  intereft.  Let  our  plenty  be  ever  fa  great, 
and  our  circumftances  as  profperous  as  can  be 
vvilhed  :  yet  what  J'ecurity.  have  v;e  for  the 
continuance  of  our  profperity,  or  for  the  ca- 
pacity to  enjoy  it,  or  for  wifdoin  and  reiolu- 
tion  not  to  abufe  it,  but  the  favour  and  friend- 
/hip  of  God?  Numerous,  and  of  various; 
kinds,  are  the  wants  that  encompafs  us,  and 
return  every  moment  of  our  ej^iftence  3  and 
the  only  fure  fupply  of  them  is  his  never- 
lading  care  and  goodnefs.  Many  are  the  evils 
of  Jife  and  dangers  of  the  prefent  fiate  relat- 
ing to  foul  and  body,  to  which  we  are  per- 
petually fubjed:,  which  oftentimes  we  cannot 
iorefee,  or  if  we  could,  fliould  not  be  able 
to  prevent ;  from  which  only  his  all-controul- 
ing  providence  can  protedt  us,  under  which, 
flaould  we  be  permitted  to  fall  into  theni,  his 
grace  alone  can  fupport  us,  out  of  which  the 
interpoiition  of  his  wifdom  and  power  is  ne- 
celTary  to  extricate  us,  and  the  true  improver 
nient  of  which  his  good  Spirit  only  pari  effec- 
tually teach  us.  How  various  are  the  temp^. 
tations  that  arife  out  of  every  condition  of  our 
beings,  to  lead  us  off  from  the  path  of  our 
duty,  and  feduce  us  into  thofe  guilty  mea- 
fares  .that  might  prove  the  forfeiture  of  our 
eternal  falvation  ?  Should  we  not  therefore 
{0  abide  with  God,  as  continually  to  befeech 
|iim,  that  no  temptation  may  overtake  us  that 
is  beyond  our  ftrength,  and  that  with  every 
one  that  befals  us,  he  will  make  a  way  for  cur 
cj'cape  out  of  it,  and  by  manifefing  his  fire ngth 

in 
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in  our  weaknefs,  enable  us  to  bear  it,  fo  as  that 
he  may  be  glorified  in  and  by  us,  and  our  in- 
tegrity may  be  clearly  evidenced,  and  finally 
approved  ?  Hov7  frequently  do  we  need  the 
counfel  and  direction  of  God,  to  manage  our 
affairs,  relating  to  time  and  eternity,  with 
prudence  and  luccefs,  to  lead  us  fafely  through 
thofe  uncertaintie-  and  intricacies  of  life,  that 
often  perplex  and  entangle  us,  and  render  us 
at  a  lofs  how  to  order  our  fteps,  and  determine 
our  refoiutions  ?  And  doth  not  this  {hew 
us  the  neceffity  and  prudence  of  habitually 
looking  to  and  converling  with  God,  and  of 
humbly  and  earneftly  afking  from  him  that 
ivifdom  which  we  want,  who giveth  liberally  and 
upbraideth  not  ?  The  ferio  is  frame,  the  power 
of  godlinefs,  and  the  wmv  txidX  prof  per  ity  of  our 
foulsy  depend  in  great  meafure  on  our  abiding 
with  God,  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  appointed 
means  and  inftruments  of  true  piety  and 
goodnefs.  The  genuine  fatisJaSiion  of  life, 
the  comforts  of  a  religious  courfe,  and  the 
pleafing  hope  and  offurance  of  final  falvation, 
are  not  in  the  ordinary  way  ever  to  be  obtained 
without  it.  The  beft  relijl:)  of  all  prefent  en- 
joyments, and  the  iirmtik  fupport  under  all 
afflictive  evils  will  be,  in  great  meafure,  or 
wholly  wanting,  if  we  neglect  this  facred 
correfpondence  with  God,  and  are  habitual 
ftrangers  to  this  holy  commerce  with  the  bed 
of  beings.  Our  ability  and  difpofition  for  the 
duties  of  our  Chriftian  calling  and  charadier 
will  want  their  beft   fupport,  and  the  life  of 

L  4  God 
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God  within  us  languiili  and  decay,  unlefs 
maintained  and  improved  by  thofe  facred  tranf- 
adions.  'They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  JJjall 
renew  their  Jirength,  is  a  promife  to  which 
good  men  will  fublcribe  their  experience  in 
every  age;  and  it  was  the  character  of  the 
faints  ot  God  in  the  moft  ancient  times  i  we 
have  waited  J  or  thee^  the  dejire  of  our  fouls  is  to 
thy  name t  and  the  remembrance  of  thee^ -,  and 
the  fare  and  invaluable  benefit  that  attended 
ir  was  :  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfe5l  peace, 
whoje  ?nind  is  jiayed  on  theCi  becauje  he  trujied 
in  thee. 

Whatever  therefore  be  thy  condition,  Chrif- 
tian,  whether  rich  or  poor,  high  or  low,  bond 
or  free,  aftlided  or  profperous,  abide  thus  and 
walk  clofely  with  God;  have  a  conftant  refpeit 
to  this  invilible  being ;  let  thy  meditations  of 
him  be  fweet,  thy  converfe  with  him  habitual, 
and  keep  up  a  warm  fpirit  of  lively  devotion, 
by  offering  every  day  thou  liveil  the  fpiritual 
facrifices  oi  prayer  and  thankigiving;  negled: 
not  to  ajfemble  thyfelf  with  the  worjfnpping 
■people  0}  God,  love  to  be  where  he  is  more 
efpecially  prefent,  and  where  his  word  hath 
been  fo  often  found  the  powerful  means  of 
converting  finners,  and  ellablifliing  and  con- 
firming thofe  who  have  believed  :  nor  abfent 
thyfelf  from  \}iiQi^  folemnities,  where  the  grace 
of  God,  in  thy  redemption  by  the  Lord  Jefus, 
is   exhibited  in  the  moft  afi-edting  view,  and 

*  Ji'a.  xxvi.  3,  S, 
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all  the  various  circumftances  of  the  love  of 
Chrift  reprelented  in  fo  lively  a  manner,  as  to 
carry  in  them  the  moft  powerful  motives  and 
conftraints  to  engage  thee  to  yield  thyfelf  more 
entirely  to  the  Lord,  and  glorify  him  with  thy 
foul  G^nd  body,  which  are  his.  If  thus  thou 
abided  with  God,  every  condition  of  life  will 
be  fafe  and  happy,  thou  wilt  have  the  con- 
tinued experience  of  the  divine  prefence  with 
thee,  God  will  give  thee  grace  and  glory,  and 
with  hold  from  thee  no  good  thing  that  is  effential 
to  thy  happinefs. 


$ER< 
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SERMON     IX. 

Other  Inftances  of  abiding  with  GOD 
reprefented. 

I  Cor.  vii.  54. 

Brethren,  let  every  man  wherein  he  is  called, 
therein  abide  with  God, 

TO  abide  with  God,  as  Chriftlans..  in 
thofe  circumftances  of  life  in  which 
he  hath  placed  us,  is  a  very  comprehenfive 
expreffion,  and  implies  every  one's  regarding  . 
his  own  condition  and  ftation  as  the  allotment 
of  God',  his  continuance  in  it  in  obedience  to  the 
will,  and  during  the  pleafure  of  God ;  his 
quietly  and  patiently  fubmitting  to  all  the 
necefiary  inconveniencies  of  it,  out  of  regard 
to  the  permiffion  and  appointment  of  God; 
his  faithfully  difcharging  all  thofe  important 
duties  that  belong  to  it,  in  fubmiffion  to  the 
command  and  authority  of  God;  his  guar  diiig 
againji  all  the  temptations  that  arife  out  of  it, 
as  knowing  himfelf  finally  accountable  to 
God  ;  his  being  habitually  thankful  for  all  the 
various  blelTings  he  enjoys  in  it,  as  fenfible 
3  that 
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that  he  owes  them  to  the  goodnefs  of  God; 
his  keeping  up  a  daily  intercourfe  with  God,  in 
the  conftant  ierious  e^fercife  of  all  the  inftances 
of  a  real  piety  and  rational  devotion,  regard- 
ing thpm  as  the  appointqicnts  of  God  for  his 
improvement,  eftablilhment,  and  comfort  j 
and  wh;it  I  wpv^ld  dovv  add  further  is :  That 
'our  abidmg  with  God  in  the  refpedive  condi- 
tions in  which  he  hath  placed  us,  implies, 

8.  Our  maintaifiing,  whatever  be  our  con^ 
?3ition  and  circumftance  of  life,  an  humble, 
chsarfulhope  oj  God's  acceptance,  and  in  the  way 
pf  our  duty  never  queftioning  his  affedion 
and  friendfliip  towards  us.  This  is  Evidently 
implied,  in  what  the  Apoftle  fays ;  Art  thou 
()eing  called  ajlave  ?  Care  not  for  it.  Thy  re- 
ward as  a  Chrirtian  is  equally  fecure,  as  though 
thou  waft  thyfelf  a  mafter.  For  he  that  is 
called  in  the  Lord,  being  ajlave,  is  the  Lord's 
freeman.  In  Chrift's  account  he  is  in  a  full 
Aate  of  liberty,  and  entitled  to  the  protection 
and  favour  of  his  Lord.  The  difference  of 
mens  worldly  dates  creates  no  difference  of 
difpofition  in  God  towards  them,  for  as  their 
various  ftations  are  equally  the  allotments  of 
his  all  wife  providence,  they  are  as  fuch 
regarded  by  him  with  ^qual  approbation  and 
complacency.  It  is  not  therefore  outward 
condition,  but  the  real  moral  charadler  to 
which  God  looks,  ^he  poor  in  this  'world,  if 
rich  in  faith,  and  in  good  vvorks,  are  dearer  to 
him  than  thofe  ihsii  Jpend  their  days  in  wealth, 
and  can  boajl  t  he  mf elves  in  the  multitude  of  their 
tod'eflions,  if  deftiUUc  of  the  principles  of  re- 
ligion. 
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ligion,    and  the  prevailing   habits   of  a   real 
goodnefs ;   thofe  true  riches,   and  noblefl;  or- 
naments of  the  reafonable  mind.     And  where- 
ever  thofe  graces  and  virtues  dwell,  which  are 
the  fruits  of  the   Spirit,    and  efftntial   to   the 
Chriftian  charadter  and  converfation,   there  is 
a  fure  foundation  for  trufting  in  God  through 
Chrift,    and   all    the   promifes  of  the  gofpel 
juftify  and  ftrengthen  the  hope  of  acceptance 
here,    and  eternal  blcflednefs  and  glory   here- 
after.    And  this  hope  the  faithful  Chriftian 
fhould  continually  cherifh,  in  every  circum- 
flance  of  being.     Hath  God  placed  thee  in 
th.Q/uperior  condition  of  wealth  and   plenty  ? 
Haft  thou  rightly  improved  and  employed  the 
abundance  he  hath   beftowed  on  thee  ?    Hath 
thy  profperity  in  the  world  been  enjoyed  with 
moderation,  and  haft  thou  been  ufeful  in  fome 
good  proportion  to  the  advantages  thou  haft 
poffefTed  ?  Hath  it  increafed  thy  gratitude  to 
God  thy  benefactor,  and  thy  ftudy  and  care 
to  do  thofe  things  that  are  pleafing  to  him  f  Ima- 
gine not  then  that  thou  haft  thy  portion  in  this 
life^y   but  look  on  the  prefent  bleflings  of 
providence,    as  the  earneft  of  a  more  glorious 
profperity;    and   pleafe  thyfelf  with  the   ex- 
pectation of  thofe  never-faiHng  treafures  that 
ihall   be   thy  future  and  everbfting   reward. 
JHaft  thou  borne   the  difadvantages  of  a  low 
condition  in  life  with  rejignation,    and  learnt, 
with  the  Apoftle,  therein  to  be  content,  how  to 
he  abafedy  to  be  hungry,  andfuffer  need-,  haft 

§  Pfal.  xvii.  14. 
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thoujludied  to  be  quiet,  to  do  thy  own  bufinefs^ 
labour  with  thy  own  hands,  according  to  the 
command,  and  work  out  thy  falvation  with  a 
becoming  diligence  and  fear?  Be  then  of  good 
chear.     Servitude  and  poverty  are  no  bar  to 
thy  acceptance  with  God.     He  hath  'provided 
fome  better  thing  for  thee  hereafter,  will  make 
thee   partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  in  the  future  life  advance  thee  to 
riches  and  honours  incorruptible  and  eternal. 
Hall  thou  exercifed  a  becoming  J'ubmijjion  to 
the    piovidence  of  God,    under   various   af- 
flidions  of  life,   and  been  careful  to  improve 
the  greater  or  leffer  trials  of  thy  faith  and 
patience,   to  thy  growing  in  grace,    and  in- 
creafing  meetnefs  for  the  happinefs  of  a  better 
world  ?   Then  mayft  thou  fay  with  pleafure : 
God  hath  dealt  with  me  as  with  his  children.    He 
hath  chaftened  me  for  my  profit,    that  I  might 
bring  forth  the  peaceable  J  ruits  of  right  eoufnefs, 
and  my  afflictions  are  not  worthy  to  be  com^  red 
with  the  glory  that  fhall  hereajter  be  revealed^ 
and  is  rejerved  in  heaven  for  me.     Hath  the 
providential  diminution  of  thy  worldly  fubflance 
dijengaged  thy   afFedions  more  from   earthly 
objedls,  and  caufed  thee  \.ofet  them  with  greater 
earneflnefs  on  thofc  things  which  are  above, 
whet  e  Chrijifits  on  the  right  haiid  of  God  ?  Thy 
lofies  are  thus  far  thy  real  gain,  and  thou  haft 
great  reafon  chearfully  to  conclude  that  God 
is  preparing  thee  for  the  pofTeiTion  of  that  ?nore 
enduring  fubjiance,  which  neither  moth  nor  rufi 
can  corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through  andfieah 
Ilafl  thou  furvived  thy  nearefl  and  deareft  re- 
lative 
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iatives  ^ndjriends,  been  parted  hom.  thy  beloved 
companion,  whom  thou  hadft  chofen  for  Ufe, 
been  bereaved  of  thy  children,  or  lojl  thofe 
whofe  bounty  was  in  a  great  meafure  thy  fup- 
fort?  And  haft  thou  been  enabled  to  bring 
thyfelf  into  an  humble  rejignation  to  the  will 
of  God  ?  Hope  then  in  hi?n.  He  is  thy  fure, 
thy  beft  friend,  the  pofTeffor  of  eternity,  who 
will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee.  With 
him,  Ghfiftian,  thou  mayft  every  day  have 
fweet  communion  and  converfe,  and  he  ever 
lives  tofupply  all  thy  need,  according  to  the  riches 
oj  his  glory  by  'J ejus  Chriji.  Hath  tliy  foul  been 
diftreffed,  and  thy  life  imbitter'd,   by  grievous 

fugge/tions  of  mind,  and  repeated  temptations  t 
iins,  which  thine  heart  abhorreth,  and  which 
thou  dreadeft  being  chargeable  with  the  guilt 
of?  Bear  them  yet  a  little  \ov\gtx  \N\\h patience 
2X\^  fortitude.  To  be  tempted  is  not  thy  Jin, 
nor  any  the  leaft  argument  of  a  divine  dejertion. 
The  Son  of  God  h\ir\(t\i fuffered  being  tempted, 
and  from  thence  learnt  compaffion,  arid  how 
more  efFedually  to  fuceour  them  that  are 
tempted.  Take  refuge  therefore  in  his  com- 
paffion, whofe  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee,  and 
encourage  thyfelf  in  that  language  of  the 
Pfalmifl  *  :  Why  art  thou  caji  down,  O  my  foul, 
^nd  'why  art  thou  difquieted  -within  me?  Hope 
thou  in  God,  for  I  foall  yet  praife  him,  who  is 

.  the  health  of  my  countenance  and  my  God. 

This  chearful  hope  in  God  is   not  only  a 
matter  of  privilege,    but   of  certain   and  un- 

*  Pfal.  xl:i.  II. 
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queftionable  dutyy  a  difpofition  that  the  con* 
lideration  of  God's  infinitely  kind  and  bene- 
volent charadler  leads  us  to  exercife  and 
cherifli.  It  more  peculiarly,  becomes  us,  as 
we  enjoy  the  benefit  of  divine  revelation  %,  and 
'tis  one  great  intention  of  the  fcriptures,  that 
by  the  patience  and  comfort  which  they  infpire 
we  may  have  hope  -f-.  I'o  abide  with  God  gives 
the  Ghriftian  a  folid  right  to  take  the  comfort 
of  it.  'Tis  expreflly  commanded,  Be  Jober 
and  hope  to  the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be 
brought  to  you  at  the  revelation  ofjefus  Chriji  ||. 
'Tis  one  of  the  capital  graces  in  the  Chriftian 
chara6ter,  and  one  of  the  principal  parts  of 
the  Chriflian  armour;  fince  we  are  com- 
manded io  put  on  for  an  helmet  the  hope  offal^ 
vation%.  Nay 'tis  of  fb  great  importance  in 
Ghriftianity,  as  that  we  are  expreflly  faid  to 
be  faved  by  it*  ',  inafmuch  as  our  perfeverance 
and  ftedfaftnefs  in  our  Chriflian  prbfeflion, 
and  our  chearful  obedience  to  the  great  pre- 
cepts of  religion,  in  a  great  meafure  depend 
on  our  embracing  this  hope,  and  cherifhing 
the  influence  of  it  perpetually  in  our  breafls. 
'Tis  highly  honourable  to  religion,  and  tends 
to  recommend  the  principles  and  duties  of  it 
to  others,  who  will  be  naturally  led  to  approve 
it,  when  they  fee  us  abound  in  hope-,  and  that 
its  genuine  fruits  are  righteoufnej's,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoji  4-  And  this  is  what 
we  fhould  every  day  pray  for,  that  our  Lord. 
jefus  Chriji  himfelj,  and  God,  even  our  Father, 

X  Rom.  XV.  4.  t  Ibid  viii.  15,  Sec.  ||   i  Pec  i.  13^ 
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who  hath  loved  us,  and  given  us  everlafling  con- 
folatton  and  good  hope  through  grace,  would  com- 
Jort  our  hearts^  and  ejlablijh  us  in  every  good 
word  and  work  "f.     But  laflly, 

9.  Whatever  be  our  condition  in  life,  let 
us  a6tde  therein  with  God,  by  exercijing  that 
humility  which  becomes  our  circumflances  j 
afcr thing  all  that  is  good  in  us  to  his  grace 
and  favour,  and  placing  our  dependence  for 
final  acceptance  on  his  mercy  in  Chrift ;  as 
knowing  that  this  is  his  fixed  conftitution  to 
render  us  partakers  of  eternal  falvation  and 
bleffednefs.  This  alfo  is  a  thought  to  which 
th?  Apoftle  plainly  leads  us  5  for  he  afcribes 
our  being  free  in  the  Lord,  and  becoming 
the  fervants  of  Chrift,  to  his  call,  and  puts  the 
believing  fervants  in  mind  :  Te  are  bought  with 
a  price  X'y  plainly  intimating  that  all  their 
privileges  and  hopes  as  Chriftians,  were  owing 
to  their  being  purchafed  and  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  True  piety  teaches  us  to 
acknowledge  God  in  all  our  ways,  and  regard 
him  as  the  author  and  giver  of  every  hlefjing 
pertaining  to  life  and  godlinefs. 

We  are  directed  by  our  bleiTed  Lord  to 
pray  to  our  heavenly  Father y^r  our  daily  bread i 
and  the  only  reafon  that  can  vindicate  the 
neceffity  or  wildom  of  fuch  a  prayer  is,  that 
the  fame  good  providence  of  God  that  con- 
ftantly,  and  not  in  extraordinary  cafes  only, 
provides  for,  2Xi^  feeds  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
clothes  the  lilies  and  grafs  of  the  f  eld,  doth  alfo 

t  2  Thc£  ii.  17.  X  Vcr.  23. 
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ds  conftantly  concern  itfelf  in  providing  for 
the  neceflities  of  mankind.  And  the  fame 
principles  that  lead  us  to  njk  of  God  our  daily- 
bread,  will  alfo  lead  us  to  blefs  him  for  the 
continual  fupply  of  it.  Nor  will  this  ever 
def^rve  the  name  of  fuperftition,  whilft  pro- 
vidence is  owned  to  be  a  reality,  and  not  a 
name  only  without  fenfe  or  meaning  to  it. 
As  to  the  great  concerns  of  religion  and  god^ 
iincfsy  men  have  as  immediate  and  ftrit^t  a 
connexion  with  God,  as  they  have  in  thofe 
relating  to  the  prefent  life,  and  the  prefervation 
and  comfortable  fupport  of  it  ^  and  they  have 
as  little  reafon  to  exped:  any  continued  prof- 
perity  in  the  former,  without  the  continued 
influence  of  his  grace  and  favour,  as  they  have 
in  the  laCter,  if  deftitute  of  the  care  and  blefiing 
of  his  providence.  The  whole  drain  of  divine 
revelation  confirms  us  in  this  fentiment. 

Innumerable  paffages  might  be  cited,  that 
jDlainly  teach  us  our  dependence  upon  God,  in 
the  2:reat  affair  of  a  relip-ious  and  virtuous 
life,  and  the  fecuring  our  final  falvation  and 
happinefs.  Nor  will  any  fenfible  Chriflian  be 
at  all  apprehenfive,  that  by  this  doufrine  he 
degrades  his  reafonable  powers  and  faculties^ 
fenders  his  own  care  to  improve  and  rightly 
exercife  them  unneceffary,  or  deftroys  the  li^ 
bertv  and  freedom  of  human  adions.  For  he 
well  knows,  that  whatever  the  reafonable 
powers  of  men  may  be  fufhcient  for,  they  are 
not  fo  perfe.ft  and  ail-fufricient,  as  to  render 
them  independent  of  God,  or  make  all  divine 

Vol.  II.  M  influence 
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influence  and  affiflance  entirely  unnecefiary. 
Nor  doth  he  ever  expe«fl  thole  divine  influ- 
ences, which  the  gofpel  encourages  him  to 
hope  for,  to  iupply  any  defedl  of  wilful  and 
habitual  negligence  and  careleffnefs  in  himfelf, 
but  to  corroborate  and  aid  his  own  rational 
powers,  to  add  vigour  and  fpirlt  to  his  adive 
faculties,  to  relieve  them  under  their  imper- 
fedions,  and  lunport  him,  in  the  ufe  of  all 
proper  means,  under  the  difadvantages  of  his 
prcient  imperfed:  ftate,  and  the  difliculties  and 
temptations  with  which  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty  may  be  attended.  And  therefore  he  can- 
not, conceive,  how  this  concurrence  of  the 
alTiflance  and  grace  of  God,  can  be  any  the 
leaft  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  human 
adions,  or  his  freedom  in  a  religious  and  vir- 
tuous lite  Yea  he  conceives  it  as  one  princi- 
pal method,  by  which  he  recovers  the  li- 
berty of  a  reafonable  being,  and  becomes  able 
for,  and  voluntary  and  willing  in  the  dif- 
charge of  his  proper  duty.  For  as  the  habits 
of  fin,  and  the  prevalence  of  fenfual  appetites 
and  paflions,  are  the  great  things  that  deflroy 
human  liberty,  and  fo  bind  and  fetter  the  ra- 
tional powers^  as  that  they  cannot  freely  and 
vigoroufiv  exert  themfelves:  fo  if  thcfe  habits 
are  cured,  and  the  power  of  fenfe  and  appe- 
tite is  fo  broken,  as  that  the  mind  recovers 
its  dilpofition  and  ability,  /,  e.  its  freedom,  for 
that  which  is  good  ;  whether  we  gain  this 
freedom  by  the  precepts  and  motives  of  the 
gofpel,  or  by  real  impreflions  and  influences 
tiom  God,  or  which  is  the  truth  of  the  cafe, 
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by  the  favour  and  grace  of  God,  concurring 
with  the  external  advantages  we  enjoy  by  the 
gofpel  revelation,  the  Hberty  of  human  adiions 
is  no  more  infringed  by  the  one  method  tlian 
the  other,  but  in  truth  owes  its  very  being  to 
the  caufes  of  its  refloration  ;  it  being  furely 
no  more  unintelh'gible  or  abfurd  for  the  Chrif- 
tian  to  {7Cj,  that  he  owes  his  hberty  to  the 
favour  of  God,  and  his  bleffing  on  the  gofpel 
revelation,  than  it  is  for  him  to  fay,  that  he 
owes  it  to  the  alfiftance  of  the  gofpel  revelation 
without  that  bleffing. 

Abide  therefore,  Chriftian,  with  God,  by 
giving  him  the  glory  that  is  due  to  him,  the 
glory  of  all  that  is  good  in  thee,  and  of  all 
the  good  that  is  done  by  thee  ;  and  arrogate 
not  more  to  thyfelf,  than  is  due  to  the  imper- 
fedlion  of  thy  nature,  and  the  infirmities  at- 
tending thy  prefent  condition.  Haft  thou  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  great  truths  of  re- 
ligion ?  Pride  not  thyfelf  in  the  valuable  at- 
tainment, but  own  with  thankfulnefs  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  who  hath  filled  thee  with  the 
knowledge  of  his  will,  in  all  that  wifdom  and  Jpt^ 
ritual  underfianding  *  thou  art  poflefled  of.  Is 
ihy  faith  in  the  revelation  and  promifes  of  the 
gofpel  a  radicated  confirmed  principle,  a  vital 
ad:ive  efficacious  one  ?  Remember  that  faith 
as  well  as  love  is  from  God  the  Father  ajid  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  '^.  Is  thy  heart  v/armed  with 
a  prevailing  afieSfion  and  love  to  God  ?  Say  it 
then  with  gratitude  :   //  is  the  Lord  who  hath 

•  CcL  i.  9.  t  Eph.  vi.  23. 
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dire  Bed  my  heart  into  this  love  of  God y  and  that 
I  love  'him,    becaiife  he  Jirfi  loved  me  *.     Haft 
thou  put  on  bowels  of  mercy.,  jneeknefs,  long-fuf- 
feringi   and  that  charity  'which  is   the  bond  of 
-perfeBncfs  F  Own  thy  obligations  to  him,  who 
hath  made  thee  to  increafe  and  abound  in  love 
towards  the  faints,  and  towards  all  men,   to  the 
end.  he  may  e/labliJJD  thy   heart  unblameable  in. 
holinefs  before  God  even  our  Father,  at  the  com- 
ing of  our  Loj'd  Jeihs  Chn{\.  with  all  his  faints'^. 
Is  thy  patience  firm,    and  equal  to   thy  trials 
and  affli(flions  in  life  ?  Is  it  not  God  who  hath 
firengthened  thee  with  all  might  according  to  his 
glorious  power,  unto  all  patience  and  longfuffer-' 
ing  II  ?    Art  thou  refigned  to  the  will  of  provi- 
dence, and  in  whatfoever  fate  thou  art  there- 
with content  t   Oh,    happy  attainment!    But 
fhouldeft  thou   not   with   the   Apoflle  fay  :  / 
can  do  all  things  through  Chriji  that  frength- 
eneth  me  §.      Haft  thou   maintained    thy  con- 
fancy   under  temptations,  and  approved    thy 
fidelity  to  God,  under  the  feveral  trials  of  it, 
with   which    thou  haft   been  exercifed  ?    Oh, 
how  becoming  is  that  language   in   one  thus 
highly  favoured  and  honoured  !^  God  is  faithful^ 
who  hath  not  fufered  me  to  be  tempted  above  my 
ability,  but  hath  with  the  temptatioii  alfo  made 
a  way  for  my.  efcape^  that  1  have  been  able  ta 
hear  it  \.     Art    thou   enabled   \o  honour  God, 
to  adorn  the  doHrine  of  God  thy  Saviour,  and 
credit   thy   profefTion,    by   abounding    in    the 
jruits  oj  righteoufnefs,  ana  ail  thok  good  works 

*  z  Their,  iii.  ^.         \  i  Theff.  iii.  12,  13.         |j  Colof.  i.  i  l. 
§  Phil.  iv.   II,  i2j  13.  X   \  Cor.  X.  13. 
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th.t  are    efieniial   to    the   Chriftian   life   and 
charafter?  Should'ft  thou   not  look  upon  thy- 
felfas  indebted  to  tbe  Godofpeaa',  that  brought 
azain  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chriji  jrom  the  dead,  for 
havin-  thus   7nade  thee  perfeB  m   every ^  good 
work%nd  wrought   in  thee  that  which  is  well 
pleaftng  in  hisjight'^  ?  And  in  confequence  of 
allthi?,   is  thy  mind   at  peace,   thy  confcience 
eafv,  are  thy  comforts  habitual,  thy  hopes  chear- 
fui;  and  all'thy  profpeds  into  futurity  clear  and 
joyous  ?   Let  thy  foul  and  ail  that  is  %vithm  thee 
blefs  the  name  of  God.  even  the  Gcd  of  hep c,  who 
hath  filled  thee  with  all  joy  and  peace  tn  believ- 
ing, and  caufed  thee  to  abound  in  hope  through 
the  power  of  the  holy  Spirit  f .  ,    ,.      .       ^ 

And  though  puritv  of  heart,  hohnefs  ot 
converfation,  and  univerfal  obedience  to  tne 
commands  of  God,  as  the  genuine  effeds  ot 
a  livincT,  adive  faith  ;  or  in  other  words,  the 
Chriftian  temper  and  life  be  eflentially  and 
immutably  necelTary,  by  the  veafon  of  the 
thing,  and  the  exprefs  appointment  ot  God  m 
the  gofpel  revelation,  to  final  falvation  and 
eternal  happinefs ;  yet  the  underftanding 
Chriftian,  though  he  looks  on  thefe  things  as 
preparatives  and  difpofitions  for  future  bleffed- 
nefs,  will  not  regard  them  as  ihtfle,  or  prm- 
cipal  foundation  of  his  hope  ot,  and  claim  to, 
that  glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  that  he 
afpires  after,  and  is  encouraged  to  exped  by 
the  gofpcl  promifes. 

He  doth  not  indeed  renounce    them,  as  tiie 
evidences  oi  the  reality  of  his  converfion,  and 
•  Heb.  xlii-21,  22.  t  Rom.  XV.  13. 
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the  fincerity  of  his  profeffion ;  nor  difclaim 
them  as  the  e.ffeBs  of  the  grace  of  God,  and 
the  proofs  that  he  hath  not  received  it  in  vain  j 
nor  as  implying  his  meelnfs  for  the  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light,  and  his  preparation  for 
the  glory  that  is  hereafter  to  be  revealed ;  as 
the  argjuments  from  whence  he  concludes  that 
God  hath  chofen  him  to  falvation,  and  the 
grounds  of  his  hope  that  he  jhall  be  preferved 
l?la?nelefs  to  the  final  poirelhon  of  it.  No,  he 
rejoiceth  in  what  God  by  his  word  and  Spirit 
hath  done  for  him,  and  adores  that  goodnefs 
which  hath  faved  him  from  the  corruptions  of 
life,  "^nd  formed  him  into  the  divine  image  and 
nature,  and  hereby  rendered  him  capable  o^  ob- 
taining mercy  to  eternal  life  ;  and  he  would  be 
infenfible  of  his  beft  obligations,  and  ungrateful 
to  his  bountiful  benefactor,  (hould  he  not  thank- 
fully, acknowledge  it  to  the  glory  of  his  grace. 

But  flill  as  a  prefumption  of  merit,  and  a 
fiifficient  flea  for  the  grant  of  eternal  life  and 
bleilednefs,  from  the  original,  ftrid,  impartial, 
uncovenanted  juPdce  of  God  j  in  this  view  he 
renounceth  all  that  he  is,  and  all  that  he  can 
doi  as  Well  knowing,  that  the  Chriftian  re- 
compenfe  is  too  fubftantial  and  permanent,  to 
be  a  matter  of  debt  due  to  him ;  or  to  be  ex- 
peded  by  him,  but  as  the  free  gift  of  unde- 
ferved  and  abundant ^r/^r^  in  Chrifi.  He  indeed 
kr.ows,  that  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  the 
work  an d>  labour  of  love'^,  which  his  fliithful 
feivants   Ihew  in  obedience   to   his  will,  and 

♦  Heb.  vi.  iQ. 
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that  no  part  of  their  hihoiir  Jhall  be  in  vain  in 
the  Lord 'y  and  pleafes  himfelF,  that  by  walk- 
ing  and  abiding   with   God,  and  fteddfaftnefs 
in  his  Chriftian   profeili'jn,    he   hath  an   hum- 
ble, yet    real,  firm,  and  unalterable  claim   to 
the  gofpel   blelTcdnefs,  from  the  equity,  fide- 
lity and  truth  of  God.     But  then  he  remem- 
bers, that  this  claim  arifes,  no:  Jrom  tlie  intnn- 
Jick  importance  and  ivortb  of  the  heir  fervices  he 
can  perform,  or  ot   the   moft   perfect  holinefs 
he  can   boail  of;   but  from  tlie   voliintary  af- 
furances    and     engagements    of    God   himfelf 
through  Jejus  Chn/i ;  and  when  contemplating 
in  his  mind  the  great  objeds  of  his  faith,   and 
attentively    furveying    the    gOod     things   that 
God  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love  him,  he 
rejoices  in  hope,   and  allows  himfelf  to    form 
the  pleafing  expedation,  that  he  himfelf  fhall 
inherit  them  ;  'tis  upon  this  fure  foundation  : 
My   God   ts  faithful  who   hath  promijedy    who 
aljo  will perjorm  it.    As  to  himfelf,  his  language 
is  :  Father,  I  have  finned  againfi  heaven  and  in 
thy  Jigbty  and  am  7io  more  worthy  to  he  called  thy 
Jon.     I   have  forfeited  life  and  all  the  bleffings 
of  it,  and  have  no   claim   from   thy  ftri6t  and  . 
impartial    juilice   to   the  benefits  included    in 
the  gofpel  falvation.     My  only  refuge  is  in  thy 
mercy  and  promife    in    Chrijl   J  ejus.     Here  I 
anchor  my  hope.     Here  I  fix  my  foundation, 
and  from  hence  only  txped  final    and  eternal 
redemption. 

Rejoice  therefore,  Cliriftian,  in  the  hope  of 

falvation  ;   but  found  thy  hope    and  joy  upon 

the  promifes  and  gift  of  grace.     Look   upon 
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thyfelf  as  an  heir  of  eternal  glory,  but  as  con- 
ilituted  fuch  by  the  Father's  love,  and  thy  re- 
lation to  and  intered  m  the  Redeemer.     Claira 
the  purchafed  pofTeiTion   as   the  effed:  and  re- 
ward of  real  and   fubftantial   merit  \  not  thine 
cwuy  but  his^   who  always  did  the  things  that 
pleafed  Gody  and  by  his  obedience  to  death  ob- 
tained  the   godlike   reward   of  becoming   the 
Saviour  of  all  that  believe  in  him.     Urge  the 
truth  and   rigbteoufnefs  of  God,  for   ihy   re- 
ceiving all    thou  hereafter   expedefl ;  but  re- 
member  'tis   truth  and   rigbteoufnefs  founded 
upon  voluntary  promife,  and  that  nothing  can 
fupport  thy  plea  from  hence,  but  the  free  con- 
ilitution    and  aifurance  of  undeferved   mercy 
and  favour.     If  thou  abided  with  God  by  an 
humble    dependence    on    his    fidelity    to  his 
word,   by  taking  refuge  in   his   unchangeable 
mercies,    and   refting   all    thy  befl    hopes    on 
that  fure  and  only  foundation  that  he  hath  laid, 
in   the  redemption  which   is   by   Chrill;  thy 
foul  will  have  an  anchor  fure  and  fteadjaji  to 
fupport  it,  the  ground  of  thy  comfort  can  ne- 
ver fail  thee,  and  when  all  the  fond  and  delufive 
claims  of  pride  and  prefumption  (hall  wholly 
vanifli,  and  be  found  lighter  than  nothing  and 
vanity  J  God  himfelf  iliall  juftify  all  thy  expec- 
tations,  allow   at   his   own  tiibunal    that   thy 
plea  is  valid,  put  thee  into  full  pofleiTion  of  all 
thy  hopes,  and  even  out-do  the  largeil  thou 
liail  ever   formed,  by  conferring    on  thee  the 
^^ceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
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SERMON     X. 

The  Recifonablenefs  and  Advantao;es  of 
abiding  with  GOD, 

I  C  OR.  vii.  24. 

Brethren^  let  every  tnan,  ivberein  he  is  called, 
therein  abide  with  God. 

I  Have  largely  explained  in  the  foregoing 
difcourfes,  what  this  abiding  with  God,  in 
the  refpedtivc  circumftances  of  life  in  which 
he  hath  placed  us^  implies.  And  it  appears 
from  what  hath  been  faid,  that  'tis  a  very 
extenfive  and  important  duty  3  and  I  fhall  now 
lay  before  you. 

The  reafons  and  motives  that  may  be  affigned, 
to  engage  us  to  pay  a  conftant  regard  to  this . 
apoflolick  admonition  ^  and  they  will  be  found 
to  be  fuch  as  are  of  the  higheil  importance  ia 
themfelves,  and  which  deferve  our  mod  feri- 
ous  attention. 

The  duty  is  highly  reafonable  in  itfelf,  founded 
in  the  moft  certain  truth,  and  muft  carry  its 
own  convidion  of  being  neceffary  and  fit,  to 
all  who  impartially  confider  it,  and  will  allow 
themfelves  to  forui  the  true  and  unprejudiced 

judgment 
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judgment  concerning  it.     The  being  and  per- 
feftions  of  God,  univerfal  nature  Ipeaks  forth. 
All  things  murt  have  their  rife  from  him,  and 
whatever   thev   are  in  their  original  ftate,  he 
formed  and  conftituted  them  fuch.     Men  are 
properly  his  offspring  and  the  creatures  of  his 
power.     They    have    no    hand   in  their  own 
produ<ftion,   and  could   neither  will   nor  effect 
their  exiftence.     They   come   into    being   ac- 
cording to  thofe   laws  which   he  hath  fettled, 
and  when  they   (liall   be   born,  of  ivbom^  and 
in  what  circiimjiances^   is  all  of  his  determina- 
tion   and    appointment.     Nor    are    the   after 
circumftances  of  men's  lives  ablolutely  with- 
out  a    divine  fuperintendence    and  guidance, 
left  without   exception  to  undire(^ted  accident, 
or  neceffitated  by  an  uncontroulable  fatality,  or 
entirely  given  up  to  the  choice  and  manage- 
ment of  human  policy  and  wifdom.     This  is 
a   fappofition   wholly  groundlefs,  incapable  in 
its  very   nature  of  any  proof,  and   altogether 
inconfiftent  with  our  beft  conceptions  of  the 
infinite  protection  of  the  great  Father  and  Lord 
of  all  things. 

How  is  it  poffible  to  conceive  of  him  in 
any  other  view,  than  that  of  governor  of  his 
own  creation,  by  fuch  laws  as  are  fuitable  to 
the  refpC'f^ive  natures  of  the  various  creatures 
that  he  hath  formed  }  Are  the  characters  of 
univerfnl  creator  and  fovereign,  which  necef- 
farily  and  immutably  belong  to  him,  unwor- 
thy him  to  affume ;  or  if  he  affumes  them,  is 
it  beneath  him  to  regard  them  ?  Rather  if 
creation  conftitutes  him  fuprearn  and  univer- 
fal 
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{A  Lord,  doth  it  not  become  him  to  main- 
tain this  light,  and  vindicate  the  honours  of 
his  eternal  majefty,  and  fupport  the  dignity 
of  his  throne  and  government  ?  But  can  there 
be  government  without  condant  infpedion, 
real  fuperintendency  of  affairs,  feafonable  in- 
terpofitions  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  con- 
trouling  the  pafficns  and  over- riding  the  ac- 
tions of  moral  agents,  iuitable  encouragements 
of  the  faithful  and  obedient,  proper  inftances 
of  difpleafure  to  notorious  offenders,  and  all 
other  acts  that  become  a  wife  and  juft  and 
equitable  adminiftration. 

The  notion  that  fome  would  have  us  to 
form  of  God,  that  he  hath  made  the  worlds, 
and  eftablified  all  things  by  certain  Jixed  and 
ivife  laws ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  this, 
he  leaves  all  things  to  go  on  in  a  getieral  round, 
without  ever  concerning  himfelf  to  infpeft 
the  flate  of  his  own  dominions,  or  regard  the 
behaviour  and  circumfUnces  of  his  various 
fubjeds  ',  without  interpofing  to  corredt,  and 
provide  againft  anv  inconveniencies  and  abufes  5 
or  troubung  himfelf  what  any  of  his  creatures 
do,  or  whether  they  are  happy  or  miferable ; 
or  v;hether  thofe  who  ad:  under  his  authority, 
and  by  commiflion  from  him,  abufe  their 
trull:,  or  a<5t  agreeable  to  their  obligations, 
and  employ  the  powers  they  are  entrufled 
with  according  to  his  will.  This  notion  of 
God  is  n/ean  and  dijhonourable,  and  degrades 
him  beneath  the  dignity  of  an  earthly 
prince;  who  would  be  looked  on  with  con- 
tempt aiid  abhorrence,  fhould  he  thus  give  up 

the 
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the  reins  of  government  -,  and  from  a  pretence 
that  his  laws  jire  all  jufl  and  v/ife,  and  the 
conftitution  he  hath  fixed  perfed,  and  incapa- 
ble of  any  alteration  for  the  better,  renounce 
the  infpedion  of  publick  affairs,  leave  every 
one  to  do  as  he  pleafed,  and  {yiti^x  all  the  dif- 
orders,  that  muft  necefiarily  arife  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  things,  to  pafs  on  without  correction 
and  redrefs ;  efpecially  if  all  thefe  diforders 
came  to  his  knowledge,  and  he  had  the  full 
power  in  his  own  hands  to  punifh,  or  re- 
train them,  or  over-rule  them  to  the  publick 
utility. 

"Every  man  knows,  that  even  human  go- 
vernment extends,  in  innumerable  inftances  to 
every  individual  provides  as  far  as  it  can  <for 
their  happinefs,  regulates  their  behaviour, 
determines  the  duty  of  their  ftations,  infpeds 
their  condud,  redreffes  their  grievances,  cor- 
rects their  irregularities,  frequently  encourages 
their  merit,  provides  againft  future  emergen- 
cies, improves  unexpedied  accidents  to  the 
publick  welfare,  or  prevents  the  evil  confe- 
quences  that  may  arife  from  them;  and,  in  a 
word,  hath  its  eyes  every  where  to  obferve 
every  thing  of  confequence,  to  fupport  its  own 
majefly  and  honour,  and  to  fecure  the  various 
ends  of  private  and  publick  utility  it  aims  ati 
And  can  any  reafonable  mind  imagine,  that 
there  is  nothing  correfpondent  to  thefe  things 
in  the  government  of  God  ?  Are  his  eyes^  that 
perpetually  pajs  through  the  earth,  blind  and  in- 
fenfible  ?  If  he  fees,  will  he  not  regard  ?  Are 
his  laws  of  government  holy,  wife  and  good, 

and 
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and  is  there  no  infpedlion  whether  they  are 
violated  or  obeyed  ?  Can  he  controul  the  paf- 
fions  of  men,  over-rule  their  couniels,  and 
make  their  anions  fubfervient  to  private  or 
publick  good,  without  labour,  pain,  or  diffi- 
culty ;  and  in  innumerable  inftances,  without 
breaking  in  upon  the  general  laws  that  he 
hath  eftabUaied;  and  hath  he  precluded 
himfelf  from  all  interpofitions  of  this  kind, 
and  made  it  the  rule  of  his  government  that 
in  reality  he  will  never  exercife  any  government 

at  all  ? 

It  would  be  a  much  more  rational  fcheme, 
wholly  to  rejea  the  belief  of  a  God,  than  to 
pretend  to  own  his  being,  and  deny   his  pro- 
vidence ;  than  to  acknowledge  his  creating  all 
things  and  exclude  him  from  the  government 
of  them  'y  than  in  words  to  own   the  govern- 
ment, and   not   confefs    the  conftant   adivity 
and    vigour  of  it  ;  than  to  extend  it  to  the 
frame  of  nature   in  general,  and   not  to   the 
'individuals   which    conftitute    the    whole;  or 
than  to  imagine  that  it  concerns  the  material 
fyftem  only,  and  not  rational -Andi  w.?r^/ agents. 
The  government   of  intellectual    beings    and 
free  accents,  is  a  nobler  province  than  that  of 
mere  matter.     The  laws   by   which   material 
caufes    a(51:,    may    be    certain  and   fixed,    and 
never  need,  on  their  own  account,   any  varia- 
tion of  influence,  any  new  diredlion  from  the 
oric^inal  caufe.     But  as   the  anions  of  moral 
and  free  agents  are  governed  by  a  great  diver- 
fity  of  motives  and  caufes,  by  a  variety  of  paf- 
fio'ns,  appetites,    defigns   and   views  -,  as  they 

aim 
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aim  at  different  and  even  contradi(ftory  ends ; 
it  feems  in  the  nature  of  things  impofiible, 
that  any  one  fingle  fcheme  of  condudl,  any 
one  conftitution  or  plan,  be  it  in  general  ever 
fo  well  calculated,  fliould  yet  be  capable  to 
anfwer  all  events,  or  fuit  all  the  emergencies 
that  may  arife  in  the  extenfive  kingdom  and 
government  of  God,  amongft  intelligent  be- 
ings of  fuch  various  capacities  and  powers, 
as  man  is  poffefled  of,  forming  fuch  a  va- 
riety of  fchemes  as  his  imagination  may  fug- 
gell:,  and  purfuing  them  by  fuch  numerous 
methods,  as  to  his  mind  may  appear  the 
moil  likely  and  effectual.  And  therefore 
whatever  may  be  the  general  laws  of  the  di- 
vine government,  yet  there  is  no  greater  ab- 
furdity  in  nature  than  to  fuppofe,  that  God 
hath  not  left  himfelf  at  liberty,  to  interpofe  by 
what  methods  foever  he  pleafes,  for  the  better 
resulation  of  the  affairs  of  the  world,  for 
fupporting  the  honour  and  fecuring  the  ends 
of  his  own  adminiftration,  and  the  general 
welfare  and  particular  happinefs  of  his  rea- 
fonable  creatures ;  whenever  the  general  plan 
may  be  found  infufficient  -,  not  from  any  real 
imperfection  in  the  framing  it,  but  from  tha 
real  neceffity  of  things  themfelves,  to  anfwei^ 
the  view,  and  accompliih  the  defigns  of  his 
ovv^n  wifdom  and  goodnefs. 

Agreeable  to  thefe  principles,  it  muft  there- 
fore be  the  mod  reafonable  part  we  can  acft,  to 
pay  a  conftant  regard  to  the  prefence,  interpo- 
fition  and  providence  of  God  ;  and  not  only  to 
confider  ourfclves  as  his  creatures,  but  all  the 
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various  circumftances  of  our  being  as  the  allot- 
ment of  his  vvifdonn  and  goodncfs,  and  the 
difpofitions  and  duties  arifing  out  of  them,  as 
having  the  fan(3:ion  of  his  eftabliQiment  and 
authority.  To  abide  with  him,  wherein  fo- 
ever  we  are  called  and  placed,  is  but  paying 
the  tribute  of  refpedt  and  reverence  that  is  due 
to  him,  as  the  great  author  of  life,  and  the 
fovereign  difpofer  of  all  the  events  relating  to 
it.  If  all  things  come  to  pafs  in  virtue  of 
that  conftitution  which  he  hath  fixed,  or  by 
any  peculiar  interpoiitions  of  his  power ;  then 
alfo  my  own  ftatlon  in  life,  and  all  the  diftin- 
guifliing  charaders  connected  with  it,  as  they 
are  in  truth  a  divine  fettlement,  ought  to  be 
regarded  by  me  as  fuch,  and  continued  in  and 
fubmitted  to  out  of  obedience  to  God,  and 
during  the  continuance  of  his  pleafurcj  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  it  chearfully  borne,  the  du- 
ties arifing  out  of  it  diligently  performed,  the 
feveral  advantages  of  it  rightly  improved,  the 
temptations  peculiar  to  it  firmly  refilled,  and 
the  bleffings  received  in  it  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged. To  acquaint  myfelf  with  him,  to 
preferve  in  my  heart  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  pre- 
ience,  daily  to  exercife  myfelf  in  all  the  in- 
ftances  of  a  rational  piety  and  devotion,  to 
honour  him  by  a  chearful  hope  of  his  accep- 
tance, and  to  make  his  mercy  the  refuge  of 
my  foul  under  all  its  fears  ;  is  fuch  a  part 
of  condud  that  the  moll  impartial  reafon 
and  judgment  leads  me  to,  and  convinces  me 
is  every  way  becoming  my  nature,  and  fuit- 
ablc  to  my  condition  i  and   mull  continue  to 
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be  (b,  whilil  I  have  any  real  dependence  on^ 
or  any  neceflary  and  conllant  connedion  with 
him. 

And  as  this  abiding  with  God  is  a  precept 
founded  in  the  inmoft  reafon  and  nature  of 
things,  fo  it  is  frequently  inculcated  by  divine 
revelation,  and  enforced  therein  by  the  ftrongeft 
motives.  It  is  enjoined  and  recommended 
under  a  great  variety  of  expreflions  j  fuch  as 
walking  with  God,  or  walking  before  him^  walk- 
ing before  God  in  truths  with  all  the  heart  and 
fouly  walking  in  the  fear  of  God,  or  in  the  fight 
of  Godi  dwelling  in  his  prefence.fetting  the  Lord 
always  before  us ^  fearing  before  Gody  being  con- 
tinually with  him,  living  in  all  good  conjcience 
before  God,  and  many  other  phrafes  of  like 
nature  and  import,  and  conveying  to  us  the 
fame  general  fenfe  with  that  of  abiding  with 
God  in  my  text,  viz.  the  maintaining  a  con- 
tinual fenfe  of  his  prefence,  and  fteadily  act- 
ing under  the  influence  of  it.  And  this  habi- 
tual fenfe  of  God  upon  our  hearts,  is  indeed  that 
one  great  confideratlon  which,  according  to 
revelation,  fhould  continually  poffefs  our  minds, 
and  be  attended  to  as  the  principal,  compre- 
henfive  motive  and  fpring  of  our  condu6t  thro' 
the  whole  of  life  j  from  the  awes  of  which  we 
fhould  never  fuffer  our  minds  to  be  free,  and  to 
which  we  fliould  have  recourfe  for  our  daily 
ellabliiliment  and  perfeverance. 

It  is  the  principle  by  which  good  men* 
renowned  in  the  facred  writings,  as  the  great 
patterns  of  religion,  and   favourites   of  God, 

have 
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have  been  continually  governed.  In  the  mofl 
early  ages  of  the  world,  'tis  recorded  of  Enoch, 
that  he  walked  with  God^\  It  was  one  of  the 
peculiar  commendations  of  the  Jewifli  law- 
giver, that  he  Jaw  him  that  was  tjivijibky  and 
had  refpecl  unto  the  rccojupence  of  reward-^. 
It  was  the  chara<5ler  of  the  royal  Pfalmiil:, 
that  his  eyes  were  ever  towards  the  Lord,  and 
that  he  waited  oji  him  all  the  day  J  j  and  it  was 
an  obferv3tion  of  the  wifefl  prince  that  ever 
lived,  made  as  the  refult  of  long  experience, 
that  that  fear  of  God,  which  produces  obedi-' 
cnce  to  his  commands,  is  the  whole  of  man  || ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  he  gives  this  wife 
and  rational  advice  :  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge 
him  :  Be  not  wife  in  thine  own  eyes.  Fear  the 
Lord,  and  depart  from  evil  ^.  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  Mefliah  himfelf,  when  he  repre- 
Tents  his  own  character  in  prophecy,  he  de- 
clares :  /  have  ft  the  Lord  always  before  ?ne, 
Becaufe  he  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  JJjall  not  he 
moved  \..  And  when  he  adually  appeared  as 
the  great  intlraCtor  and  example  of  mankind, 
he  was  fo  influenced  and  wholly  governed  by 
a  regard  to  his  Father's  prefence  and  autho- 
rity, as  that  he  made  it  his  meat  to  do  his 
will,  and  ever  did  the  things  that  pleafed  him. 
And  there  is  nothing  more  evident,  than  that 
one  principal  intention  of  his  whole  religion, 
as  taught  by  himfeh",  and  his  infpired  Apoilles, 
is :  To  fix  deeply  on  the  hearts  of  men  the 
awes  of  God,  and  engage   them  habitually  to 

*  Gen.  V.  24.  t  Heb.  xi.  26,  27.  J  Pf^l.  xxv.  15. 
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govern  themfelves,  in  all  the  various  ftation» 
and  tranfadlions  of  their  lives,  by  a  ferious  re- 
gard to  his  authority  and  will.  So  that  in  this 
great  and  important  article,  the  dictates  of  rea- 
fon  are  confirmed  by  the  voice  of  revelation , 
and  as  they  evidently  ftrengthen  each  other, 
the  abiding  continually  v^ith  God  is  in  itfelf, 
and  ought  to  be  conlidered  by  us,  as  a  duty  of 
the  iirfi:  importance,  and  attended  with  the 
mofl:  unqueftionable  and  facred  obligation. 

And  indeed  this  is  one  of  thofe  intrinfick 
ar^ments  and  demon flrations  of  the  divine 
original  of  the  Chriflian  doctrine,  that  can 
never  be  fubverted,  and  that  will  weigh  down 
many  lefler  objediions,  that  the  fubtlety  and 
malice  of  thofe  that  oppofe  and  hate  it,  may 
at  any  time  urge  againft  it.  For  if  all  the  great 
principles  of  religion  and  morality,  advanced 
in  the  gofpel,  are  agreeable  to  truth  and  reafon, 
and  if  the  great  duties  recommended  in  it,  as 
effential  to  both,  are  in  reality  the  eiTential  du- 
ties of  both  ;  the  neceffary  certain  confequence 
is,  that  'tis  the  religion  of  God,  and  that  men 
arc  bound  to  embrace  its  principles,  and  con- 
form to  the  obligations  of  it:  And  the  confe- 
quence of  this  will  further  be,  that  the  pub- 
lilhers  and  teachers  of  fuch  a  religion  were  the 
inftruments  of  God's  providence,  raifed  up  by 
his  power  and  goodnefs  to  declare  it  to  the 
world,  and  furnifhed,  either  by  extraordinary 
endowments  of  nature,  or  by  immediate  fpe- 
cial  illuminations  from  the  God  of  truth  and 
grace,  with  that  light  of  knowledge,  which 

were 
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were  necelTary  to  their  becoming  the  Inftrudlors 
of  mankind,  and  propagating  a  religion  amongft 
them,  every  way  perfect  in  its  nature,  and  void 
of  all  thofe  weaknefTes,  miflakes,  fuperftitions, 
and  follies,  that  betray  themfelves  in  all  the 
Various  fettlements  of  religion  that  have  ever 
obtained  in  the  world,  under  the  direction 
and  condudt  of  mere  human  reafon  and 
authority. 

And  whatever  be  the  prejudices  of  our  mo- 
•  dern  fages  and  philofopers  againft  the  miracles 
recorded  in  the  facred  writings,  and  however 
unwilling  they  may  be  to  admit  them  -,  yet, 
upon  the  fcheme  of  infidelity,  they  fhall  be 
forced  to  admit  as  great  a  miracle  as  any  of 
thofe  which  they  deny.  Since  'tis  not  only  a 
real  miracle,  but  a  miracle  of  that  nature,  as 
furpafes  all  the  bounds  of  credibility  i  that  "Je-^ 
Jus  Chrijiy  and  his  Apojlles,  dejiitiiie  of  all  the 
advantages  of  birth,  education,  polite  learn- 
ing, travelling,  and  all  the  other  means  and 
fources  of  improvement  and  knowledge,  bred 
up  amidfl  the  idle  traditions,  prejudices,  and 
numerous  fuperflitions  of  their  own  nation,  en- 
gaged ivs.  the  lowejl  occupations  of  human  lifej 
without  leifure  to  fludy  j  of  but  ordinary  capa- 
cities moft  of  them,  and  dull  of  apprehenlion  j 
ihould,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  difadvantages 
of  nature  and  circumfl:ances,  teacb  2ir\d  publifi 
to  the  wofld  a  fcheme  of  religion,  rational  in 
all  its  firft  foundations  and  principles  3  and  in  all 
the  great  duties  arifing  out  of  them,  as  much 
fuperror  to  that  of  their  own  nation  they  were 
.  N  a  bred 
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bred  up  in,  as  the  fubflance  to  the  fhadow, 
snd  the  truth  of  things  to  mere  ceremonies 
and  empty  appearances  ;  and  as  much  nobler 
than  the  reHgions  of  all  other  nations  on  the 
earth,  as  wildom  than  folly,  piety  than  ido- 
latry, and  the  genuine  worfhip  of  God  than  the 
abfurdeft  and  moft  contemptible  fuperflition. 

Yea,  'tis  a  moft  certain  truth,  and  will  be 
found  fo  upon  the  moft  impartial  enquiry  -, 
the  gofpel  fcheme  of  religion  hath  not  omitted 
one  fingle  principle  ejjential  to  true  religion ; 
not  one  fmgle  duty  that  belongs  to  it;  not 
any  one  motive  of  importance,  necefl'ary  to 
enforce  the  obligations  and  ftrengthen  the 
pradice  of  it :  That  it  hath  not  mixed  any 
thing  heterogeneous y  or  foreign  to  the  nature 
of  It,  or  that  hath  not  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  acknowledged  and  avowed  ends  of 
it  -y  and  that,  what  no  other  religion  that  ever 
was  in  the  world  could  boaft  of,  it  is  calcu- 
lated, not  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  king- 
dom or  nation  of  the  earth  only,  or  princi- 
pally, but  equally  and  alike  for  all  people,  and 
forms  of  government,  throughout  the  whole 
habitable  world.  On  ail  thefe  accounts,  it 
will  be  found  unfpeakably  preferable  to  every 
thing  that  hath  been  delivered  by  the  moil 
famous  lavz-givers,  fages  and  philofophers, 
that  have  been  any  where  celebrated  for  their 
policy,  laws,  inftitutions,  wifdom  and  learn- 
ing; who,  whatever  excellent  things  they 
may  have  fud,  and  many  they  have  faid,  as 
to  tnorality  and  virtue  -,  yet   with  refped-   to 
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religioriy  the  great  objedl,  principles,  duties 
and  motives  of  it,  are  all  ot"  them  extremely 
defedive,  in  many  effential  points  abfolijtely 
mirtaken,  and  in  others  have  recommended 
and  endeavoured  to  eflablifli  the  meaneft  abfur- 
dities,  fuperftitions  and  impieties  ;  as  every  one 
muft  acknowledge,  who  is  the  leaft  conver- 
fant  with  the  writings  they  have  left  behind 
them,  or  knows  any  thing  of  their  religious 
principles  or  pracfl.ices. 

But  here  Chrijiianlty  hath  an  unrivalled  and 
unfullied  glory.  For  as  the  great  and  ultimate 
objedl  of  all  religion,  in  principle,  temper,  and 
practice,  is  the  one  Orily  living  and  true  God,  it 
raifes  men  to  the  contemplation  of  his  being 
and  perfedions,  is  calculated  to  awaken  in  them 
the  worthleft  difpofitions  and  affections  towards 
him,  teaches  them  that  they  have  an  immediate 
perpetual  concern  with  him,  are  continually 
open  to  his  infped:ion,  and  finally  accountable 
at  his  tribunal  ;  and  engages  them  by  the  moft 
powerful  perfuafives  and  arguments  conjiantly 
to  abide  with  hiray  to  eye  him  in  the  whole  of 
their  condu(ft,  to  live  with  a  perpetual  regard 
to  his  prefence  and  authority,  to  approve 
themfelves  to  him  by  a  faithful  d,ifcharge  of 
the  duties  of  lite  he  hath  appointed  them,  to 
refer  all  things  they  do  to  his  glory^  and  to 
make  it  the  great  ambition  and  conftant  aim 
of  their  whole  con  dud:,  whether  living  or  dying 
to  be  accepted  of  him. 

Let  me  add  farther,  that  this  continual fenje 
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N  3  felves 


i82        Reafonablenefs  cfid  Advantages       Serm.  lo, 

felves  by  a  contifiual  regard  to  his  frefence  and 
inJ'peBion^  is  a  very  honourable  and  worthy  in- 
gredient in  the  chara(fters  of  men,  and 
teaches  them  moft  eilecftually  always  to  main- 
tain the  true  dignity  of  them.  The  higheji 
orders  of  created  intelligences  have  this  re- 
verential av^e  of  God  habitual  to  them  ;  it 
enters  into  their  difpofition,  it  is  an  eflential 
part  of  their  charadier,  and  they  are  never 
free  from  the  facred  influence  of  it.  And 
the  reafon  is  obvious,  becaufe  they  are  confci- 
ous  to  the  infinite  diftance  between  God  and 
them ;  their  dependence  on  his  pleafure,  their 
dwdling  in  the  immenfity  of  his  nature,  their 
being  ever  open  to  his  infped:ion,  the  neceflity 
of  his  continued  favour  to  their  happinefs, 
and  the  propriety  and  fitnefs  of  cherifliing  the 
awes  of  his  majefty,  and  governing  their  en- 
tire condud  by  a  regard  to  his  authority  and 
prefcnce.  And  it  is  this  propriety  of  difpo- 
fition and  condudt,  that  renders  their  charac- 
ter more  amiable  and  worthy,  than  merely  the 
fuperiority  of  their  powers  and  faculties,  and 
the  high  rank  in  which  they  ftand  amidft  the 
creation  of  God.  And  furely  there  is  nothing 
that  can  inftamp  an  higher  dignity  and  worth 
on  any  reafonable  beings,  than  the  right  ex- 
ercife  and  application  of  their  intellectual 
powers,  their  cultivating  and  improving  all 
thofe  aifedions  and  difpofitions,  that  are  fuited 
to  their  natures,  their  conne<!^ions  and  obliga- 
tions, and  their  invariably  ading  towards  all 
beings,  and  efpecially  towards  God  the  greatefl 
^nd  hell  of  beings,  as  truth  and  righteoufnefs, 
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the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  a  lively  i&n^o.  of 
duty  diredl  and  influence  them  to  do. 

There  is  nothing   renders   men   more  con- 
temptible ^   than  the  want  of  principle ;  except 
it  be  their  contradiBing  in  pradice  the  princi- 
ples they   know  and   profefs  to   believe;  and 
there  is   no   one    of  common   decency,   that 
hath    any   remains  of    confcience,  'any  fenfe 
of  things    venerable    and    ficred,     but    murt: 
look    upon    the   wretch    that    talks   profanely 
and  contemptuoufly  of  God,  denies  his  being, 
reje(fts   his   providence,    renounces   all  fear  of 
him,  ridicules  his  anger,  defpifes  his   favour, 
and   treats    the   principles    and   obligations  of 
religion,  as  having  no    foundation  but  in  the 
weaknefs,  credulity   and  fuperHition  of  thofe 
who   regard   them  :    I  fay  there  is  no  perfon 
of  common  underflanding,  and  that  hath  any 
love  to  propriety  of  behaviour,  real  worth,  and 
dignity  of  character,   but  moil  look   on   fuch 
a  wretch  with  abhorrence  and  dlfdainy  as  a  kind 
of  monflrous  produdfion  in  the  rational  world, 
a  deformed,  unliniihed,  deteflable  figure;   that 
fhevvs  human  nature  in    abfolute   ruins,   and 
how  far  'tis  poflible  for  it  to  be  degraded  and 
funk  from  its  original   worth  and  excellency. 
The   moment,  a   man    becomes   impious   and 
profane,    he   fligmatizes  and  reproaches  hini- 
felf,  and  he  no  Iboner  gives  up  and  renounces 
all  fenfe  of  and  dependence  on   God,  but  he 
fmks  into  brutality,    and  divefls  himfelf  both 
of  his  confcience  and  reafon.     The   bein^  of 
God  is   fo  certain  and    demonilrable  a   truth, 
that   nothing    but  Jiupidity   can    call  it  into 
N  4  queflion ; 
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queftion ;  and  providence  is  fo  nearly  con- 
necfied  with  his  exiflence,  as  that  none  but  a 
weak  mind  can  pretend  to  acknowledge  the 
one,  and  ceny  the  other ;  and  to  hold  both 
theie  principles,  and  yet  to  throw  off  all  fenfe 
of  God,  to  live  deftitute  of  his  fear,  difobedi- 
ent  to  his  will,  unthankful  for  his  mercies, 
regardlefs  of  h.s  favour,  and  without  any 
folicitude  finally  to  fecure  his  approbation  and 
favour ;  argues  fo  wretched  and  thoughtlefs  a 
ftate,  or  fuch  a  total  fixed  d(  pravity  of  heart, 
as  renders  fuch  a  perfon  an  objedt  both  of  pity 
and  contempt.  But  a  religious  chara<fter  is, 
in  i^s  natu  e,  an  .honourable  one,  and  piety  to 
God  is  venerable  and  facred,  wherever  it  is 
unijorm  and  undijjembkd.  Even  vice  itfelf 
flands  in  awe  of  it,  and  the  word  of  men 
will  often  do  juftice  to  it,  own  its  fuperior 
worth  and  excellency,  and  fometimes  fecretly 
repine,  that  they  are  defiitute  of  the  fpirit, 
and  find  themfelves  unable  to  conform  to 
the  rules  of  it.  'Tis  what,  if  there  be  a  God, 
he  muft  approve,  regard  as  the  mofl  honoura- 
ble aiftiiidicn  amcngft  mankind,  and  finally 
reward  w.th  his  commendation  and  the 
mofl;  durable  and  fublfantial  marks  of  his 
favour. 

Again,  Flow  greatly  will  this  continually, 
abiding  ivith  God,  add  alfo  to  the  genuine  com,'- 
fort  and  true  enjoyment  of  life  ?  How  will  it 
heighten  every  pleafure  we  tafte,  and  alleviate 
every  circum^fiance  and  kind  of  ofliBion  that 
can  befal  us  .^  There  is  not  a  more  joyous 
confideration  in  the  whole  world,  to  a  reafon- 

abl« 


Serm.  lo.  of  ahlding  with  God.  185 

able  rightly  difpofed  mind,  than  that  of  the 
being  and  infinite  perfedion  of  God ;  that 
he  is  every  where  prefent,  hath  the  moffc 
perfedt  knowledge  of  every  perfon,  and 
every  event,  hath  all  things  under  his  per- 
petual care  and  management,  and  orders  the 
lot  of  every  individual  for  life  and  godlinefs, 
for  time  and  eternity.  A  fincerely  religious 
perfon  knows,  that  though  God  is  worthy  the 
higheft  veneration,  he  is  no  objecfl  of  terror, 
there  is  nothing  in  his  character  to  excite 
averfion,  or  flrike  with  dread,  unlefs  men 
themfelves  are  in  a  ftate  of  unnatural  enmity 
to  him,  and  by  indulging  criminal  afFe(fl:ions, 
and  the  irregular  purfuit  of  lawlefs  and  hurt- 
ful gratifications,  render  the  thoughts  of  him 
grievous,  put  themfelves  out  of  his  prote6tion, 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  his  difpleafure.  They 
confider  him  in  his  true  charader,  as  the 
greateji  and  beji  of  beings,  efieem  him  as  their 
father  and  friend,  as  their  guardian  and  pro- 
testor, and  as  their  portion  and  exceeding  great 
reward.  The  thoughts  of  his  omniprefence 
gives  them  no  pain,  but  it  is  w^hat  they  rejoice 
in,  becaufe  by  being  never  abfcnt  from  God, 
they  never  can  be  where  he  cannot  fupport 
and  blefs  them.  What  though  his  knowledge 
is  univerfal,  and  in  confequence  of  this  he  is 
confcious  to  all  the  various  errors  and  offences 
of  their  lives  ?  Yet  he  knows  alfo  that  their 
repentance  isftncere,  that  they  live  in  the  habi- 
tual commiffion  of  no  wilful  and  prefumptuous 
fin,  that  they  hate  it  in  every  kind  and  ap- 
pearance of  ir,  that  \\ity  follow  ajter  holinefs, 

and 
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and  endeavour  to  perfeUi  it  in  his  fear  -,  that 
they  aim  to  corre(fl  their  leiTer  faults,  are  am- 
bitious of  the  moft  entire  conformity  to  God, 
and  that  in  Jimplicity  and  godly  fmcerity  they 
have  their  converfation  in  the  prefent  world. 
That  infinite  power,  which  belongs  to  him, 
and  which  makes  evil  fpirits,  and  bad  men 
tremble,  they  rejoice  in  the  belief  of,  becaufe 
they  know  it  fliall  be  employed  for  their  wel- 
fare,  fliall  fecure  their  fafety,  and  enable  in- 
finite goodnefs  to  accomplilh  all  its  kindcft 
purpofes  in  their  favour.  What  though  he 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  with  ap-  . 
probation,  and  the  reditude  of  his  nature  is 
without  the  leaft  blemifh  or  ftain  -,  yet  'tis  their 
fatisfadion,  that  he  is  the  righteous  Lord,  who 
loveth  righteoufnefs  wherever  he  difcerns  it,  and 
whofe  countenance  beholds  the  upright  with  ap- 
probation ;  and  becaufe  'tis  their  ambition  to 
refemble  him,  and  their  conftant  endeavour 
to  perfect  holinefs  under  the  influence  of  his 
fear,  they  take  pleafure  in  feeing  themfelves 
formed  into  his  image,  and  growing  into 
higher  degrees  of  conformity  to  him  j  alluring 
themfelves  from  his  love  of  holinefs,  that  he 
will  encourage  and  afTift  them  in  their  endea- 
vours to  be  partakers  of  a  divine  nature,  and 
finally  bring  them  to  that  happier  world, 
where  they  (hall  h&perfeSl  as  their  Father  who 
is  in  heaven  is  perfect.  Even  the  profped:  of 
a  -future  judgment,  in  which  they  vaM^  give  an 
account  of  themfelves  to  God,  though  it  be  an 
event  that  can  never  be  thought  of,  without 
imprefiing  the  naind  with   an  holy  awe,    yet 
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awakens  many  a  pleajing  and  chearfttl  reflect 
t'ton^  and  they  regard  it  as  that  blelled  feafon, 
when  their  integrity  {hall  be  made  manifejiy 
when  their  faith  fhall  appear  to  have  been  a 
vital  aftive  principle,  when  God  fliall  commend 
them  for  their  habitual  obedience  and  fub- 
miffion  to  his  will,  when  he  (hall  acknow- 
ledge them  {qi  good  and  fait hjul  J'erv ants,  fo- 
lemnly  acquit  them  from  condemnation  and 
death,  and  finally  adjudge  them  to  that  re^ 
compence  of  reward,  of  which  his  own  good- 
nefs  and  mercy  had  received  them  to  the 
hope  by  the  promife  and  mediation  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  All  thofe  facred  affections,  which 
they  terminate  on  God,  and  of  which  they 
live  in  the  habitual  exercife,  their  reverence, 
efteem,  affedion  for  him,  their  truft  in  and 
dependence  on  him,  their  refignation  and  fub- 
miffion  to  him,  their  defire  to  pleafe  him, 
and  ambition  to  be  accepted  of  him,  are  all 
of  them  fources  of  joy,  and  yield  them  the 
moft  grateful  poffeffion  of  themfelves.  Every 
virtue  they  praCtife,  all  the  good  works  they 
abound  in,  and  the  feveral  duties  of  life  they 
are  careful  to  perform,  out  of  obedience  to 
his  v/ill,  and  with  a  view  to  acquit  themfelves 
faithful  in  his  fervice,  give  them  the  mofl 
comfortable  review,  and  ftrengthen  the  foun- 
dations of  their  inward  fecurity  and  peace. 
Whatever  their  condition  in  life  is,  the 
thought  that  'tis  of  God's  orderance,  and  the 
affurance  that  'tis  therefore  well  and  wifely 
ordered,  reconciles  them  to,  and  makes  them 
chearful  and  contented  in  it.     If  they  have 
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profperity,  they  have  no  anxiety  about  the 
continuance  of  it,  becaufe  they  know  he  that 
gave  it  can  fecure  it ;  and  as  they  enjoy  it  with 
gratitude,  becaufe  it  is  the  effedi  of  his  friend- 
fhip  and  care,  and  look  on  it  as  an  earneft  of 
more  valuable  and  durable  bleffings  yet  to 
come,  it  gives  a  double  relifh  to  every  inflance 
of  it,  and  makes  the  happinefs  arifing  from 
it  peculiarly  fatisfying.  If  they  are  exercifed 
with  afHid:ions,  the  confideration  that  God 
appoints  them,  that  he  intends  their  good  by 
then^,  to  take  away  their  fin ^  and  make  them 
partakers  of  his  holinejsy  that  he  can  remove 
them,  and  will  fupport  them  under  them,  and 
that  they  {hall  finally  work  out  for  them  afar 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  y  takes 
away  in  great  meafure  the  bitternefs  of  afflic- 
tion, helps  to  reconcile  them  to,  and  make 
them  contented  with  their  lot,  and  enables 
them  with  gratitude  and  pleafure  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  in  goodnefs  and  "very  faithfulnefs 
(Hod  hath  afflicted  them.  In  the  management  of 
their  worldly  concerns  they  go  on  with  chear- 
fulnefs,  looking  to  God  to  profper  the  work 
of  their  hands,  and  exercifing  the  fincerefl; 
gratitude  to  him  for  every  inftance  of  fuccefs 
they  meet  with.  Their  defire  to  approve 
themfelves  to  him,  in  every  relation  of  life 
they  are  placed  in,  renders  them  careful  to 
difcharge  the  duties  that  arife  out  of  them, 
and  thereby  fecures  that  mutual  enjoyment 
and  happinefs,  they  were  originally  intended 
to  produce.  Committing  every  day  all  their 
concerns    to    God,     they    chearfully    expedl 
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his  protection  and  bleffing,  and  knowing  that 
he  is  the  great  difpofer  and  lord  of  hfe,  they 
are  in  no  bondage  through  the  fear  of  death, 
are  eafy  amidfl  the  daily  dangers  that  en- 
compafs  them,  know  that  no  deilrudtive 
arrow  fliall  wound  them  without  his  permif- 
lion,  thankfully  enjoy  the  comforts  that  every 
day  brings  with  it,  and  every  returning  even- 
ing lie  down  in  peace  and  compofure,  ileep 
without  terror,  and  render  the  reviliting  light 
of  morning  more  welcome  and  joyous  by  the 
pleaiing  facrifice  of  grateful  thankfgiving  to 
him,  who  caufes  them  to  dwell  in  fafety. 
A  truly  religious  perfon  thus  introduces  God 
into  every  occurrence  and  fcene  of  life,  and 
makes  himfelf  happy  in  the  firm  belief  of 
his  perpetual  providence  and  univerfal  in- 
fpedlion,  in  the  habitual  fenfe  of  his  fa- 
vour, and  the  glorious  affurance  he  hath, 
that  all  the  paths  of  God  towards  him 
(hall  be  mercy  and  truth,  and  every  thino- 
made  finally  to  work  together  for  his  good. 
Once  more. 

This  abiding  with  God  in  all  the  various 
circumftances  of  our  being  greatly  tends  to 
t\\Q  prefervation  and  fafety  of  life,  and  is  a  fure 
protedion  from  all  the  worft  evils  that  can 
poffibly  befal  us.  When  men  proceed  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  infenfibility  and  wicked- 
nefs,  as  that  they  utterly  divefl  themfelves 
of  the  awe  of  God,  and  exclude  him  from 
all  their  thoughts  ^  what  have  they  left  to 
guide  them  through  all  the  various  fnares 
and  hazards  of  the  prefent  ftate  ?  Real  prin- 
ciples 


ipo         Reafonahknefs  and  Advantages     Serm.  lo. 

clpleS  they  can  have  none.     The  befi:  difpo* 
fitions  they  are  wholly  deflitute  of.     The  care 
of  providence  they  have  little  reafon  to  expecft. 
Of  what  then  have  they  refigned  themfelves 
to  the  influence  and  power.     The  blind  in- 
ftin6t  of  their  appetites  and  paffions,  the  ex- 
amples and  manners  of  the  corrupt  and  profit^ 
gate,  the   folicitations   of  infinuating  compa- 
nions   and    pretended    friends,     who    have    a 
fpiteful    pleafure    in    perverting  and   ruining 
others  i   and   if  there   be   fuch   a  thing,    and 
fjrely  daily   experience  too  fadly  convinces  us 
there  is,  the  felicitations  of  evil  fpirits,   who, 
by^he  difpofitions  of  men's  evil  hearts,  tempt 
and  feduce  them  into  the  paths   of  impurity, 
guilt  and  ruin.     How  dreadful,    how  fatal  iS' 
fuch  an  influence  !    Who,  that  is  wife,    would 
not  wifli  rather  to  ceafe  to   live,    than   to   be 
under  the  power  of  fuch  a  diredion,    and  led 
on   blindly   by  the  conduct    of  fuch  delufive 
and    impious  guides  !    In   fuch  circumflances, 
how   is  it   polTible  for  any  perfon  to   efcape 
the  o-reatefi:   calamities   of  human  life  ?    And 
frequently   we   fee  it  true  in  fadt,    th-at  they 
who  live  without  God,  live  without  taking  the 
proper  care  of  their  own   real   interefl ;    and 
when    they     become    impious    towards   himj* 
grow  unjuil   and   cruel   to  themfelves ;  falling 
into  a  thoufand  errors  of  condudt,  to  the  lofs 
of  their  reputation,  the  negledl  of  their  tem- 
poral affairs,    the  injuring  their  families,  the 
impairing  their  conftitution,  and  dying  before 
they   have  lived  out  half  their  days.    ,,  Whereas 
dividing  with  God,  through  the  whole  of  life, 
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naturally  renders  men  cautions  and  prudent^ 
provident  for  their  welfare  in  time  and  eter- 
nity, and  awakens  them  to  indvjiry  in  their 
temporal  concerns,  gs  well  as  in  working  out 
their  everlailing  falvation.  It  makes  them 
watch  over  their  paffions,  to  prevent  their 
being  enfnared  and  furprized  by  them  into 
any  adions  inconfiflent  with  their  obligations, 
or  injurious  to  themfelves.  It  is  the  moH  ef- 
fectual guard  againft  the  power  and  influence 
of  temptation,  as  it  excites  the  fear  of  offend- 
ing, and  braces  all  the  active  faculties  of  the 
mind;  infpires  it  v/ith  firmnefs  and  refolution, 
and  renders  it  abundantly  fuperior  to  every 
inducement,  to  draw  them  from  the  duty 
they  owe  to  him,  or  fink  the  regard  they 
ought  ever  to  manifeft  for  promoting  their 
prefent  and  future  happinefs.  It  is  a  never 
failing  fecurity  againft  thofe  prefumptuous 
follies  and  crimes,  which  are  the  grand  cauies 
of  the  principal  miferies  and  deftruClions,  to 
which  unprincipled  and  profligate  finners 
every  day  expofe  themfelves,  tends  to  preferve 
life  whilft  it  is  worth  keeping,  and  to  render 
it  ufeful  and  comfortable  while  it  lafts.  In  the 
ivay  to  which  this  directs  there  is  lije^  and  in 
the  path  way  thereof  there  is  no  death.  It  leads 
to  certain  imm.ortality.  And  finally,  as  every 
wife  man  would  be  as  happy  as  he  can  be  in 
the  prefent  ftate. 

So  it  is  an  extreamly  defirable  circumftance 
to  die  'Well ;  with  refolution  and  firmnefs  of 
mind,  with  peace  and  fatisfa<5lion,  with  a  good 
hope  and  profpeCt  into  futurity,    and  fuch   a 
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reafonable  truft  and  confidence  in  God,  as 
may  do  honour  to  the  principles  we  have 
embraced,  and  be  a  juftification  of  our  fore- 
going characfler  and  conduct.  There  have 
been  inftances  of  the  boldeft  heroes  in  infidelity 
and  vice^  who  have  laughed  at  the  fears  of 
God  as  fuperftition,  treated  hi's  authority  with 
great  infolence,  and  dared  him  by  the  moft 
profane  and  impious  fpeecheSj  who  have  yet 
made  a  moft  ccntemptible  and  wretched  figure^ 
when  they  have  come  to  the  near  prolpetft 
and  approach  of  death.  Then  they  lofe  all 
their  courage,  their  minds  are  full  of  the 
>  deepefl  anxiety,  and  they  have  eternal  ter- 
rors before  them,  that  torment  their  imagina- 
tions, and  make  them  dread  to  pafs  into  that 
future  flate,  they  once  ridiculed  as  groundlefs 
and  imaginary.  They  now  more  than  fuf- 
pedt,  that  there  may  be  a  God,  and  that 
they  may  be  accountable,  and  themfelves 
very  likely  to  be  damned  for  their  paft  info- 
lence and  impiety.  Now  they  think  there 
may  be  fomething  even  in  prayer  to  God  Al- 
mighty, and  inftead  of  hiafpheming  him  they 
are  all  fupplication  to  him,  and  if  he  will  but 
fpare  them  a  little  longer,  oh  how  good  they 
will  be,  and  what  a  wonderful  reformation 
in  them  God  and  man  {liall  fee  !  They  now 
confefs  themfelves  to  be,  what  every  bodv  but 
themfelves  knew  them  to  be  before,  egregious 
fools ;  and  own  thofe  to  be  the  only  wiTe  per- 
fons,  whom  not  long  ago  they  cenfured  and 
laughed  at  as  abfurd  bigots,  and  vifionary 
enthufiaftsj  williing  they  had  embraced  their 
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principles,  and  been  careful  to  have  lived  lives 
accordingly.  And  indeed,  the  great  principles 
cf  religion  carry  vA/ith  them  fuch  an  abundant 
evidence  and  conviction  of  their  truth,  as  that, 
thou2;h  vi'hen  the  mind  is  diffipated  by  plea- 
lure,  and  can't  enter  into  any  ferious  confidera- 
tion,  they  may  appear  precariotis,  and  of  littlei 
importance;  yet  reflection  no  fooner  returns, 
and  the- prejudices  ot  corrupt  affections  wear 
ofFi  but  the  reaHty  of  them  is  imm.ediately 
apprehended,  and  they  are  clearly  difcerned 
in  all  the  lliriking  confequences  that  attend 
them.  At  fuch  a  feafon,  no  vvonder  that  in- 
fidelity fhould  fill  men  with  terror,  impiety 
fliould  not  dare  to  hold  up  her  heid,  and  ha- 
bitual vice  iliould  be  feen  and  detefted  as  the 
moil  complicated  and  deftrudiive  evil;  or  that 
men  fhould  be  afraid  to  die,  when.thev  have 
been  all  their  lives  lonij  a6tiR2:  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner,  as  if  there  was  nothing  to  take  pl^ce  after 
death,  and  in  defiance  of  that  God, .  whofe 
favour  alone  can  fecure  them  the  happinefs  of 
the  life  that  is  to  come.    .  ... 

Whereas  he,  who.  continually  ak'dt's  'witb 
Gody  in  every  fituatipn  of  life  in  which  pro- 
vidence places  him,  and  under  the  influence 
of  his  fear  and  love,  of  faith  and  hoce  in 
him,  carefully  endeavours  to  m.aintuin  a  con- 
fciencc  void  of  offence  towards  God  and-  man,  can 
have  none, oii\\t(c  terrors  to  make  his  death- 
bed uneafv,  and  difturb  his  reft  in  the  .neared 
profpe<£l  of  eternity.  Are  there  anv  pail,  errors- 
of  life,  to 'which,  he  is  then  confciouS  ?  The 
Jijicerity  of  his  repentanc-:  towards  Godt  ^ndijaitb 
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in  the  Lordjefus  Chriji  ajjure  him  of  mercy  in- 
the  forgivenefs  of  his  Jins,  and  as  a  penitent  of- 
fender he  knows  from  the  conftitution  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  that  he  is  a  pardoned  and 
accepted  one.  And  as  he  hath  been  enabled 
to  ait  with  integrity  through  the  whole  of  Hfe^ 
and  to  difcharge  the  great  duties  which  the 
pecmiar  relations  he  hath  been  placed  in  have 
rendered  neceffary  and  becoming,  he  rejoiceth 
that  God  hath  enabled  him  to  be  faithjuly  and  • 
takes  the  benefit  and  confolation  of  thofe  pro- 
mifes  in  Chrill,  that  are  conned:ed  with  ftea- 
dinefs  and  perleverance  in  well  doings  and 
though  he  knows  there  is  no  proportion  be- 
tween the  befl  fervices  he  can  perform,  and 
the  recomp,ence  promifed  in  the  gofpel,  yet  he 
is  fecure,  on  the  Chrijiian  fcheme,  in  the  me^ 
diation  of  Chriji^  and  the  eternal  and  unchange- 
able purpofe  of  God y  to  gi'ue  eternal  life  to  all 
without  exception,  who  believe  and  obey  the 
gofpel  of  his  Son,  And  here  is  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantage of  living  under  a  perpetual  fenfe  of  ■ 
God,  and  governing  ourfelves  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Chriftian  faith,  that  no  mati  ever 
repents  it,  when  he  comes  to  the  clofe  of  life. 
The  profped:  of  death  never  makes  him  wifli 
he  had  been  an  iniidel  or  a  profligate,  nor 
does  the  approach  of  eternity  excite  any  kind 
of  uneafinefs  and  terror,  that  he  hath  been  a 
believer  in  Chrifl,  and  formed  his  condudl  by 
the  example  of  his  Saviour,  and  the  facred 
rules  of  piety  and  virtue.  No,  thefe  reflec- 
tions make  his  pillow  eafy,  his  pains  tolerable> 
bis  decays  of  nature  chrarful,  his  gradual  ap- 
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proach  to  death  delightful,  and  his  entrance 
into  the  future  world  joyful  and  triumphant. 
He  feels   that  the  provifions  of  the   gofpel 
grace  prevent    all  inward   anguifh  of   mind, 
and  being  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light,  he  looks  upon  death  only  as  his 
entrance  into  pofieffion,  and  on  eternity  as  the 
duration  of  his  bleffednefs.     Thus  to  live  with 
God  is  the  way,  and  the  only  way,   to  die  in 
his  peace ;  and   without  thus  living,  comfort 
in  death  is  falfe  and  groundlefs,  and  the  hope 
of  falvation  vain  and  delulive.     The  teftimony 
of  a  good  confcience  will  always  infpire  with 
refolution  and  iirmnefs,  and  without  it  neither 
the  promifes  of  God,  nor  the  merits  of  Chrifl, 
can  be  any  foundation  for  fupporting  the  hope 
of  eternal  bleffednefs.     But  if  our  coiifciences 
condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards 
God},  even  this  confidence,  that  neither  life  ?ior 
death,  nor  any  creature  fiall  be  able  to  feparate 
us  from  his  love ;  but  that  as  we  have  had  our 
fruits  unto  hoUnefs,  the  end  flmllbe  everlafing 
'life. 
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SERMON     XL 

On  St.   P aid's  Reafoning    with  Feli.^ 
of  Ri2:hteoufnefs3  &c. 


Kqi:s  xxiv.  25. 


An^d  as  he  reafoned  of  right eoufnefsy  temperance, 
and  judgment  to  come:,  Felix  treinbled ;  and 
anjwered :  Go  thy  way  for  this  time  y  when 
I  have  a.  convenient Je  a jon  I  will  call  for  thee. 

r~|p-H  E  S  E  words  relate  to  the  Apoftle  P^z^/, 
i  who  .beinij  apDrehended  bv  the  ^ews 
was  accufed.b.ef6rc\PV//V,  .the  Roman  governor, 
as  a  pejillentfellowy  a  mover  of /edition  amongjl 
the  jews,  and  a  ringleader  of  the  feSl  of  the^-:^.- 
.zareR.es*.  This  charge  St.  Pi^^// in  his-defence 
abfolutely.  denies,  and-  fully  refutes;  affirming 
th-ey-  could  not  prove  the.  things  where  f  they  ac~ 
cifed' him  'i". ,  He-  owns  indeed,  that  ajter  the 
nuiuncr  thc^  called :  her ify,- i he  fo  worjldipped'the 
Gijd  i)f  his.  '  fdthersy'i.  'i-'.-He  was  -by  prbfefiion 
and  principle.,  a' Chriiliah,.  if  .that  v/as  to  be  a 
fcdiarian  and''..hereLJGk  3  and  lets-  them  know 

*  \.r.  5.  't  Ver.   !3. 

thst 


Serm.  II.'  Felix  of  Righleaufnefs,  &c.  197 

that  if  the  do6lrine  he  believed,  and  the  reli- 
gion he  preached  was  bercfy'y  it  was  an  hej-cfy 
taught  by  the  law  ■^nd   the  prophets,  in  which 
they  themfelves   profeiTed   to   believe.     This.  I 
confefs  to  thee^  th-at  after  the  manner  they'call h^.- 
reJ'y,fo  worftfip  I  the  God  of  my  fathers  ^  believing 
■nil  things  which  are  writ  fen  in  the  law  jand'-the  \ 
prophet Sy  and  have,  hope  towards  Gody  which  thef- 
ihe/rfhes  allow.^  thattherefialfbea  r'efiirreciion 
of  the  dead,  bothofthejufl  and  the  u^yufl  "TS"  And 
if  this  belief  rendered  him  an  hercticji,'  they 
themfelves,  upon   their,  ovv'n  prinGip-l'j.s;-n)'tiiL 
be  involved  in  the  fime.  crimes  f  "herelj?;-?!  nd' 
therefore  ought  not.  in  decency  tohavekc'cafcd  ' 
him,  of  what   they  were    equally  chargeable  ' 
with  themfelves.  .He  adds:  That  ib  far  was  he 
from   endeavouriiig  to  move' yt'i7'//;(;^   amo.r)6^ft:\ 
the   Jews,  or  any  other  perfons  -whatfoever, 
that. his  belief  of  a  future  refurrecrion  caufed 
him  herein   to  exercife  hiwfelf,    to  keep  a  cou" 
fctence  void  of  offence  towards  G-od  and  man.  Af- 
ter this  he  challenges  his  accufers  to  prove  the 
contrary.  '    •  ..    ■'■        . 

Ff//^.,  upon  this  defenc.e  of  .the  Apoflle, 
deferred  the  further  hearin.g'.of  the  caufe  to 
another  opportunity  ;  allowing  St.  P^z//in'the 
mean  while  his  liberty,  and  ordenincr  his 
keeper  to  forbid  none  of  .his  accjuaintance  to 
vjfit.and  afiift  him. '  -Some  ".Says  after' this,  he 
came  with-  his  .wife -T^'r?//^//^,  a'fewefs,;  and 
fending  for  .the  Apoilie,  ■.commanded  him  to 
give  him  foih'e  account  r^;r<rfr;7/;?j;-  his  faith  in 
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Chnjl,  which  we  are  informed  in  my  text  the 
Apofcle  did,  and  what  the  immediate  confe- 
quences  of  it  were.  As  he  reafoned  of  right e- 
oujhcfst  temperance  J  and  judgment  to  cotne,  FeHx 
trembled-,  and  anfwcred  -,  Go  thy  way  for  this 
time  ;  "jDhen  I  have  a  co?ivenient  feafon,  I  will 
call  for  thee.  In  fpeaking  to  whicii  words,  I 
■{hall, 

I,  Make  fome  remarks  on  this  g-reat  ApcfJes 

condiiBt  before  Felix  the  Roman  governor. 

And 
IL  Draw  fome  ohfewations  from  this  part  of 

facred  hiftory,  of  an  inflruSiive  ^nd  prac^ 

tical  nature. 
I.  I  am  to  make  fome  remarks  on  St.  Paul's 
conducl  before  Felix,  the  Roman  governor.   And 
there   are  feveral  things   worthy  to  be  taken 
notice  of.     And 

I.  We  may  coniider  what  \\\tfubje5ls  were, 
on  which  St.  Paul  infifted  before  Felix,  He 
fent  for  the  Apoille  to  hear  him,  concerning  the 
faith  in  Chrfl ;  and  in  confequence  of  it  he 
preached  concerning  right eoufnefs,  temperance, 
and  judgment  to  come  -,  topicks  of  importance, 
comprehenfive  both  of  principle  and  duty. 

He  reafoned  of  right  eoufnefs ',  that  great  branch 
of  moral  virtue,  which  comprehends  in  it 
almofl;  all  the  duties  of focial  life -,  and  implies 
that  univerfal  and  con/lant  regard  to  the  rights 
zndjujl  claims  of  other s,  and  to  all  thofe  ficred 
rules  of  jujiice  and  equity,  in  men's  tranfadions 
with  each  other,  which  are  of  univerfal  and 
immutable  obligation,  and  ought  to  take  place 
amongft  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men.     Of 

this 
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this  righfeotifnefs  he  reafoned-,  not  again  ft  it,  not 
to  depreciate  the  vvorth  and  value  of  it,  not  to 
perfuade  Felix,  that  'twas  a  low  attainment, 
and  of  little  importance  in  the  fcheme  of 
Chriftianity  :  But  he  reafoned  in  favour  ojit; 
and  had  we  heard  him  pleading  for  it,  I  doubt 
not  but  we  (liould  have  heard  hirn  explaining 
the  feverai  branches  of  it,  recommending  it 
from  the  reafon  of  the  things  and  the  iinvuerfal 
confent  of  nations  j  and  enforcing  it  from  its 
necefjity  to  the  peace  oi focieties^  and  the  welfare 
<:)^  individuals  'y  from  the  authority  of  God,  and 
exprefs  do  Brine  and  command  of  the  Chriftian 
revelation. 

He  reafoned  aifo  farther  of  temperance.  The 
word  properly  figniiies  that  power  which  a 
man  hath  over  himfelf^  to  refrain  from  luxury 
and  drunkennefsv  and  curb  his  propenfities  to 
criminal  and  va2:rant  lufls.  And  how  could 
the  Apoftle  realbn  with  any  propriety  and 
foirce  concerning  it,  otherwife  than  by  repre- 
fenting  it  as  amiable  in  its  pracflice,  conducive 
to  the  health  of  men's  bodies,  honourable  in  its 
nature,  neceffary  to  men's  ifefulnefs  in  thc-^r 
flations,  the  maintaining  a  due  vigour  and  free 
exercife  o^ i\\tix  reafonable  ^2iC\i\x.\ti ',  their  fup- 
porting  the  dignity  of  their  refpedtive  charac- 
ters, and  their  acquitting  themfelves,  fo  as  to 
fecure  the  approbation  of  God.  and- of  the  wifed 
and  beft  part  of  mankind.  And  as  Felix  was 
one  of  the  chief  magiftrates  of  the  Komans,  I 
imagine  our  Apofile  fcarce  omitted  or  forgot 
to  infinuate,  how  effential  the  pradtice  of 
both  thefe  virtues  wet'e,  to  fupport  the  ho- 
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nouVj  and  anfwer  the   eiids  of  magijlracy  and 
government. 

And  after  lie  had  reafoned  on  thofc  fubjcdls, 
Vv4th  what  could  he  better  conclude  fuch  a 
train  of  reafoning,  than  by  enforcing  all  with 
the  dodlrine  o^  -^l  future  judgment,  and  aflu  ring 
tliC  Roman  governor,  that  high  and  lowy  rich 
and  poor ;  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  were 
accountable  for  their  prefent  condudl;  before  the 
judgment -feat  of  y  efus  C  hr  i/I ,  whom  God  had 
appointed  to  preiide  over  this  great  folemnity, 
of  'which  God  had giicen  the  'world  thisujjiirancey 
that  he  had  raijed  him  from  the  dead.  Thefq 
wei;e  the  fubjedls  on  which  the  Apofde  in- 
fixed, when  Felix  heard  him  concerning  the 
faith  in,  Chrifl.     And 

2.  We  may  obfcrve  the  great  prudence  of 
the  Apoftle  in  the  choice  he  m^.de  of  thefe  ar- 
ticles, in  his  apology  for  Chriflianity  before 
Felix.  He  was  a  perfon  of  a  very  injamous  and 
profligate  charat3:er.  His  marriage  with  Dru- 
filla  was  an  acSt  of  adultery,  as  he  had  wickedly 
inticcd  her  from  her  former  huiband.  •  His 
\:i'hole  government  in  yudea  was  a  conflant 
fcene  oi  oppre^jjiony  robbery  and  murther  ;  info- 
mnch  that  Tacitus  the  Roman  annalid:  informs 
us  *,  '*  That  he  exercifed  the  royal  power  in 
*^  every  a(fl:'  of  cruelty  and  luil,  with  a  bafe 
^'  and  iervile  difpofition."  Even  in  the  cafe 
of  St-  Paul,  the  facred  hidorian.  informs  us, 
he  hoped  that  moitey  would  have  been  given  him,  ■ 
^hat  he?night  have  loofed  him  ;  paying  no  regard 
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to  his  innocence,  and  the  jnftlce  of  his  caufe. 
And  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  opprejjhc  governn\cnt 
the  Jews  themfelves  had,  that  after  he  was 
recalled  they  accufcd  him  at  Rome,  where  he 
would  have  received  his  juff  punidimcnt,  had 
it  not  heen  for  the  intcrceilion  of  the  em- 
peror's favourite,  whom  he  probr.bly  bribed 
with  fome  of  the  fooils  of  his  province  to  five 
his  life.  No.vv  on  what  fabjeds  could  the 
Apoille  have  fo  pertinently  infilled,  before  a 
man  of  this  charader,  and  the  governor  of  his 
nation,  as  tb.ofe  '  of  rigbteoufnc/},  temperance, 
and  a  future  judgment  "^  For  could  he  hereby 
have  awakened  him  to  repentance,  >he  would 
have  done  the  ereatell;  kindnefs  to  Felix  him- 
felf,  and  at  the  fame  time  faved  his  country 
from  farther  oppreflion  ;  as  the' reformation  of 
the  governor  mufl  immediately  have  tended  to 
the  people'shappinefs.  So  that  in  this  inftance 
he  aded  worthy  his  charader,  as  a  meifenger 
of  God,  and  an  apoflle  of  Jefus  Chrifl:,  in 
attempting  to  reform  a  very  bad  man  -,  and  as 
one  who  was  a  real  patriot ,  and  had  a  generous 
regard  for  the  happinefs  of  his  nation,  by  en- 
deavouring to  relcue  it  from  the  farther  op- 
preflion of  a  rapacious  and  tyrannical  governor. 
And  though  he  failed  as  to  fuccefs,  yet  'twas 
impoffible  he  could  have  urged  a  more  power- 
ful motive  to  enforce  and  imprefs  what  he 
delivered,  than  by  putting  Felix  in  mind,  that 
tho'  himiclf  a  judge,  he  was  fubjed  to  a  much 
/'/V/;^r/r//v'Z/;?^/,  before  which  he  was  accountable 
tor  all  his  anions,  and  fhould  receive  the  re- 
compence  of  reward  that  was  due  to  them. 

3.  We 
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3.  We  may  farther  obferve  the  genteel  and 
folite  manner  in  which  St.  Paul  reproved  this 
E.oman  governor  for  his  crimes.  Tnough  he 
was  a  man  of  an  extremely  profligate  charac- 
ter, and  his  adminiftration  very  arbitrary  and 
cruel ;  yet  St.  Paul  doth  not  appear  to  have 
once  named  any  of  the  notorious  vices  he  was 
guihy  of.  He  did  not  point  out  the  odious 
nature  of  iuft,  adultery  and  dru'nkennefs.  He 
did  not  tax  and  reproach  him  for  the  infolence 
and  tyranny  of  his  government,  nor  infult 
him  by  the  mention  of  his  cruel  exactions,  to 
gratify  his  avarice.  This  would  have  been 
too  plain  dealing,  and  fcarce  decent  in  a  pri- 
foner  ftanding  before  the  tribunal  of  his  judge ; 
and  could  probably  have  had  no  other  effect, 
than  to  have  exafperated  him  againfl:  the 
Apoftle,  and  render'd  him  more  averfe  to  the 
faith  of  Chrift.  St.  Paul  knew  mankind,  and 
his  own  place  too  well,  to  be  guilty  of  fuch 
a  conduct ;  and  took  a  method  much  more 
delicate  and  humane,  and  yet  altogether  as 
€ffe6tual  in  its  nature.  To  {how  the  odioiifnefs 
of  vicey  he  reofons  upon  and  reprefents  to  him 
the  obligations  and  amiablenefs  of  virtue.  To 
bring  to  his  mind  the  unrighteous  oppreffions 
of  his  government,  he  difcourfes  on  righteouf- 
nefs.  To  touch  his  confcience  with  the  re- 
membrance of  his  lewdnefs  and  criminal  ex- 
celTes,  he  reafons  before  him  of  temperance  j 
and  to  bring  him  to  repentance  for  all  his  fins, 
and  reform  him,  ifpodible,  from  the  crimes 
be  had  been  guilty  of,  he  puts  him  in  mind 
of  z  future  judgment,  before  the  impartial  tri- 
bunal 
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bunal  of  Jefus  Chrift,  where  there  ihould  be 
no  perverfion  of  juflice,  nor  any  efcape  for  the 
highefl  and  more  powerful  offenders  amongfc 
mankind  from  the  condemnation  and  punifh- 
ments  due  to  them :  A  method  this,  v/hich 
argued  the  gvesittii  Jhit/jfu/nefs  and  prudence  in 
the  Apoille  -,  his  faithfuhiefs,  in  daring  to  re- 
prove his  judge ;  and  his  great  prudence,  in 
the  foft  and  infmuating  manner  in  which  he 
did  it.     But 

4.  We  may  farther  take  notice,  that  our 
Apoftle,  in  the  tacit  reproof  he  gave  Ff//>,  did 
not  a6t  a  bold,  prefumptzwiis,  mtniding  part, 
rafhly  thrufting  himfelf  into  his  pr^ence,  un- 
feafonablvj  and  without  a  proper  allowance 
and  call  to  do  it ;  but  in  confequence  o^  Felix  s, 
defire,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command ;  who 
wanted  to  hear  him  concerning  the  faith  in 
Chrift.  Princes  '^Yi^  governors,  and  perfons  in 
high  ftations  of  life,  are  to  be  treated  with 
the  deference  and  refpeB  due  to  their  fuperior 
rank  and  charader;  and  the  office  of  an 
Apoftle  and  minifter  of  Chrifl:,  gives  no  licence 
to  rudenefs  and  ill  manners,  or  to  break  thro' 
any  of  the  common  and  eftablifhed  rules  of 
decency  and  good  behaviour,  out  of  a  pre- 
tended zeal  to  preach  the  faith  of  Chrift,  to 
reprove  great,  but  bad  men  for  their  crimes, 
and  make  them  converts  to  Chriftianity.  A 
zeal  that  pushes  men  to  thefe  extravagances  is 
imprudent  and  rafti,  and  cannot,  in  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  things,  be  attended  with  any 
good  efFeds,  either  to  fuch  perfons  themfelves, 
or   to   the  caufe  of  truth  and  righteoufncfs, 

which 
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whicli  they  are  defirous  to  maintain.     And  it 
may  be  remarked  oi  all  the  ApcfilcSyth?X  when- 
ever they  preached  to  the  prieds  and  rulers  of 
their  own   nation,  or  to  any,  peribns  of  rank, 
diftincftion,  and  authority  of  others,  they  did 
not,  like  mad  enthufiaJU,  go  before  they  v/ere 
called  for,  but  humbly  obeyed  the  order  of  their 
fuperiors,   waited  their  conveniency,  defended 
their  caufe  when  interrogated  by   them   con- 
cernine  it,   znd  i^reached  the  reIi;>:ion  of  Chrift 
to  them,    when  they  defired  or   commanded  it ; 
as  knowing  that  providence   would  point  out 
to  them  the  favourable  opportunity  both  for 
fpreading  the  knowledge  of  Ch'riftianity,   and 
vindicating  the  caufe  of  it  before  the  princes  of 
mankind  *. .   Thus  when  the  Apoftles  preached 
Chrifl:  before  the  High  Priefts,  Rulers,  Elders 
and  Scribes,  they  were  firft  brought  before  them, 
and  examined  by  what  pov/er  and  name  they 
adted.    Peter  did  not  preach  to  Cornelius  J,  till 
he  \\"i^  fent  for  by  himy  and  defired  to -tell  him 
and  his  friends   what  were  the  things  God 
hid   commanded   him   to   declare -f-.      Thus 
Sergius  Faulm,  the  deputy  of  Paphos,  called 
for  Barnabas  and  Paul,  and  defired  to  hear' the 
"  'word  of  God.     '  T  w as  at  the  command  of  Felix  § 
that  St.  Paul  reafoned  before  him  concerning  the 
faith  of  Chrifi ;  and  he  was  permitted  by  Fefius 
and   king  j^grippa_  znd  Bernice  his  "queen  |j, 
to  [peak  for  himfelf,  and  vindicate  his  religion  ; 
before  he  declared  how  he  became  a  convert 

*  Acts  iv.  7-  X  X.  33.  t  xiii.  7.  §  xxiv.  24.. 
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to  Chriftianlty,  and  preached  only  what  had 
been  foretold  by  Mojh  and  the  Prophets;  viz. 
the  fufferings  and  refurreaion  of  the  Meffiah. 
•He  had  no  divine  commiffion  to  be  imperti- 
nent and  troublefome,  knew  what  was  due  to 
rank  and  charader,  and  never  was  wanting 
in  the  deference  he  owed  to  his  faperiors. 
I  would  once  more  obferve, 

5.  That  this   account,    which  the_  Apoflle 
gave    concerning   the   faith    in     Chrift,     was 
wifely  calculated- to  indicate  himfelf  from  the 
accufations    of    his     enemies     before    Felix, 
and  the  religion  of  ChriJU   as  excellent  in  its 
nature,  and  in  its  principles  and  precepts  highly 
conducive  to  promote  the  feace-^Xi^  happinefs 
of  mankind.     The  charge  brought  againil  him 
by  Tertullm,  the   pleader,    in   behalf  of  the 
Jews  was  **  that  he  was  2.  pefiilent  fellow y  and  a 
mover  oj  f edition  among  ft  ail  the  fews  throughout 
the  world,  and  a  ringleader  ofthefeB  of  the  ISJa- 
zarenes.     But  how  could  he  be.fo  pernicious 
and  execrable  a#wretcb,   who  lived- under  the 
awes  <^{ 2. future judgjnent ,  and  preached,  where- 
ever  he  went,  the  neceffity  and. obligations  of 
temperance  2.Vi^ right eoufhefs  f  Are  thefe  virtues 
of  a  peftilential  quality,    or  do  they   in  the 
lead   tend  to  deftroy  the  happinefs. of  nations 
or  individuals  ?  Or   do  the  preachers  of  tbem 
deferve  to  be  treated  as  the  enemies  and  curfes 
of  mankind  ?    Without  thefc  virtues- human 
fociefies   ca4inot    fubfift,    nor    the    peace    and 
eood   order   of  the   world   be    kcured ;    and 
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therefore  the  inculcating  them,  and  preffing 
men,  by  the  moft  powerful  motives,  to  an  ha- 
bitual obfervance  of  them,  can  never  be  rea- 
fonably  cenfured  as  a  feditious  pradice,  nor 
have  the  leafl  influence  to  difturb  govern- 
ment, or  create  any  diforders  and  confufions 
amongft  the  fubjeds  of  it.  'Tis  true,  that 
the  preachers  of  the  befl  religion,  and  the 
moft  excellent  dodrines  and  precepts,  may 
be  accidentally  the  occajions  of  exciting  great 
commotions  and  tumults  in  the  world.  But 
then  this  is  not  owing  to  the  fpirit  of  what 
they  preach,  nor  to  any  thing  really  criminal 
in  their  characters,  as  preachers.  Such  per- 
fons  unqueftionably  adt  a  very  friendly  and 
benevolent  part,  and  deferve  efteem  for  the 
fervice  they  engage  in.  The  feditions  and 
diforders  ariflng  from  hence  are  occafioned  by 
the  ignorance  and  prejudices  of  weak  and  mif- 
taken  bigot s^  who  can't  bear  the  leaft  oppoii- 
tion  to  their  errors,  and  hate  thofe  who  would 
reclaim  and  recover  them  to  wifer  and  better 
fentiments ;  or  by  the  i?nmoralities  and  vices 
of  bad  men,  who  can't  endure  principles  that 
reprove  them  for  their  crimes,  nor  thofe  who 
expofe  the  heinous  nature,  and  fliew  the  de- 
ftrucTtive  confequences  of  them  j  or  by  the 
fraud  and  craft  of  lucrative  and  felf-interefied 
men,  who  make  their  gains,  and  fupport  their 
authority  and  grandeur  by  the  fuperftitions, 
impieties,  and  wickednefs  of  thofe  whom 
thty  deceive  and  impofe  onj  or  by  the  pride 
and  mijiaken  appreheniions  of  princes  and  ru- 
lersy  who  alTume  an  authority  over  the  con- 
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fciences  of  men,  think  they  have  a  right  to 
prefcribe  to  their  fubjeds  what  religion  they 
ihall  profefs,  and  look  with  jealouiy  and  ill- 
will  upon  thofe,  who  preach  and  propagate 
any  religious  principles  and  practices  different 
from  what  they  have  eftabliflied  ^  and  are 
eafily  excited  to  treat  them  with  the  greateft 
feverity,  and  ufe  all  the  methods  of  iniquity 
and  violence  to  lilence  and  deflroy  them.  To 
thefe  caufes  are  to  be  afcribed  the  animolities 
and  difturbances  that  have  been  occalioned  irt 
the  world  by  the  religion  of  Chrift,  and  the 
perfecutions  and  cruelties  to  which  the  inno- 
cent and  worthy  preachers  of  it  have  been 
fo  often  expofed.  Wliilfl  they  confine  them- 
felves  to  their  duty,  preach  the  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel,  enforce  by  them  that  perfect  and 
fublime  morality,  which  their  great  Mailer 
and  his  Apodles  have  commanded  them  to 
teach ;  the  charge  of  their  being  movers  of 
/edition  will  be  falfely  and  unrighteoufly  thrown 
on  them,  and  as  undefcrved  and  as  abfurd,  as 
that  the  preaching  righteoufnefs  can  tend  to 
promote  injuflice,  inculcating  temperance  can 
encourage  lewdnefs  and  drunkennefs,  or  the 
recommending  peace  and  benevolence  can  be 
the  means  of  exciting  men  to  tumults  and  re- 
bellions.  'Twas  by  this  prudent  account  of  the 
faith  of  Chrift,  which  he  preached,  that^t  en- 
joined righteoufnefs  and  temperance,  from  the 
Gonlideration  of  a  judgment  to  come,  that  St. 
Paul  defended  himfelfiiom.  the  charges  brought 
againfl  him  before  the  Roman  governor.  And 
wc  may  further  obferve,. 

That 
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That  it  was  alfo  a  wife  and  excellent  vm^ 
ilicatiok  of  the  religion  of  Ms  great   Lord  and 
majler.     The  honour  of  this  Was  now  nearly 
concerned,   and  if  at  fuch  a   folemn  audience 
before  a  'Roman  tribunal,  it  could   have   been 
fairly  proved,  that  he  had  been  himfelf  a  raifer 
of  fedition,    or  that  the  dodrine   he   taught 
had  been  of  a  feditious  nature,    and  tended 
to  raife  animofities  and  difturbances  amongfl 
others,  he  had  deferved  the  fevereft  puniih- 
ments,  and  his  religion  would  have  been  juftly 
cenfured  and  condemned,   in  the  mofl  public 
manner,  as  a  fejiilent  and   de/iru^i-ve fuperjii- 
tion.     Civil  government  hath  a  right,    and  in 
order  to  anfwer  the   falutary  end   of  its  infti- 
tiition,  is   obliged  carefully   to   maintain   the 
public   welfare   agalnft   all   kind   of  attempts 
to  interrupt  and  difturb  it;    and  'tis   not  the; 
pretence   to   a    divine   miffion   and   authority 
that   will    oblige   the    magiftrate,    quietly    to 
permit    ari    enterprizing    perfon    to    fovv    the 
principles  and  fpirit  of  fedition  amongft  thoie 
whom,  by  his  duty,  he  is  bound  to  preferve 
in  peace;  and   he  may  Vv'ith  great   reafon  re- 
ply to   fuch   pretence,    that  a  commifilon    to 
u'ihinge  government,    to  exempt  men    from 
the   obedience    due   to-  it,    and   to    introduce 
confufion.  and  diforders  into  focieties,  can'  ne- 
ver'be'  divine;  becaufe  it  carries  a  dired:   od- 
pofitioij  to  the  intentions  of  the  moral  provi- 
dence of  God;   whofe  inftimtion  and  appoint- 
ment   government   certainly  .  is,     and    whofe 
will  therefore  it  mnft  be,    that  all   ranks  and 
dcgrccb  of  men  ihould  pay'  the  due  and  ne- 
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eeflary  fabmiflion  to  it.  And  therefore  all 
who  by  criminal  and  feditious  praiflices  are 
found  to  difturb  it,  or  who  propagate  fuch 
principles^  which  neceflariiy  tend  to  fliake  or 
fubvert  the  foundations  of  civil  government^ 
and  by  their  natural  and  apparent  influence  to 
fruilrate  the  great  ends  of  it,  are  liable  to  the 
cenfure  and  reftraint  of  the  magiftrate,  and 
to  be  punifhed  as  evil  doers,  without  any 
regard  to  the  pretenfions  of  their  a6ling  by 
a  divine  authority,  or  doing  that  by  a  com- 
mifiion  from  God,  which  the  magifijrate  hath 
certainly  a  commiffion  from  God  to  prohibit 
or  punifli. 

But  herein  the  do6lrIne  of  Chrift  ftands 
free  from  every  poflible  imputation,  and  there 
is  not  a  fingle  principle  or  precept  of  his  re- 
ligion, that  hath  any  the  leaft  tendency  to 
abfolve  fubjed:s  from  their  allegiance  to  their 
princes,  to  infpire  them  with  difregard  to,  and 
contempt  of  thofe  wife  and  falutary  lawsy 
without  which  no  focieties  can  fubfifl:,  nor 
focial  happinefs  be  preferved  j  or  to  excite  and 
encourage  any  thing  in  difpofition  and  tem- 
per, that  is  unfavourable  to  the  tranquillity,', 
order,  honour,  and  real  intereffs  of  particular 
perfons,  or  any  of  the  leiTer  or  larger  commu- 
nities of  mankind,  that  are  formed  for  mu- 
tual fecurity  and  happinefs.  On  the  contrary, 
the  faith  of  Chrijt  is  of  the  moil  benign,, 
friendly,  falutary  nature  j  it  infpires  public 
ftirit^  and  cheriflies  it  and  enlarges  it;  it 
inculcates  benevolence^  and  the  warmell  and 
mod:    a{fe(5tionate    charity    and   goodnefs ;     id 
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teaches  every   one  to  make  every  one's  com- 
fort and  happinefs  his  care  and  endeavour,    a& 
far  as  his  influence  reaches,  and  to  follow  peace 
''with  all  men  by  all  thofe  methods   which  are 
within  our  power,  and  in  their  nature  necef- 
fary    to    eftabHih    and   perpetuate    it.       And 
when   our  Apoftle  was  interrogated  concern- 
ing   the    faith    in  Chrift,    under   the   capital 
charge  of  being  a  mover  of  fedition  among 
all  the  "jews  throughout  the  world,  his  vindi- 
cation of  himfelf  and  his   blefied  Mafter  was 
ready,   aftd  fuch   as  w^as   fufficient  to  put  to 
jQiame  and  filence  his  malicious  accufers;  and 
he»could  tell  them,    that  the  faith  in  Chrift 
which  he  preached  was  right eoujnejsy  tempe^ 
ranee i  and  i\\Q  judgment  to  come-,  or  the  prac- 
tice of  that  juftice,  which  confifts  in  rendering 
to  all  their  due,  and  a  ftridl  obfervance  of  all 
thofe  rules   of  temperance,   which   effedually 
teach  men  to  reilrain  their  fenfual  inclinations, 
and  keep  their  padions  under  the  moft  perfect 
government  y    from    a    firm    belief   of   their 
being  hereafter   accountable  at   the   tribunal 
of  Chrift,  and  under  the  awes  of  their  receiv- 
irg  according  to  their  prefent  actions,  whether 
good  or  evil.     Such  a  religion  could  never  be 
injurious  to   the  welfare  of  fociety,    nor  the 
preachers  of  it  ever  deferve,  on  this  account, 
the  invidious  charge  of  peftilent  fellows,  and 
movers  of  fedition.     And  though  the  enemies 
of   Chriftiiinity    have    endeavoured    to   throw 
this  ir)famy  on    thofe   who  have  profefTed  to 
believe  it,    and   on   the   very   principles   they 
have  embraced  ;  yet  the  imputation  is  ground- 

lefs 


Serm.  n.         Pefix cf  Right eoufnefs,   he.  2ii 

efs  in  its  nature,  and  owing  only  to  the  fuf- 
picion  of  jealous  ignorance,  or  the  impudent 
Lnder  of  inveterate  malice.     Could  fuch  ari 
infinuation  have   been    fupported  in   the  be- 
ginning of  Chriftianity,  it  muft  have  funk  m 
its  infancy  under  fuch  an  infupportable  weight  j 
but  the  more  it  was  examined,  and  the  feverer 
the  fcrutiny  that  was  made  into  it,  its  innocence 
and  purity^,  its  benevolent  and  peaceable  fpirit 
appeared  with  clearer  evidence,    and   ftronger 
conviction  ;  infomuch  that  when  Pliny  J,  the 
Roman  proconful,  had  examined  feveral,  who 
had  been  Chriftians,  but  through  fear  of  fuf- 
ferings   had   renounced  their  profeffion,    and 
been^ prevailed   with  to  curfe  and  blafpheme 
their  Saviour ;  he  confelTes  that  all  they  ac- 
knowledged was,    "  that  this   was  the  utmoft 
*'  of  their  fault  or  error,    that  on  a  ftated  day 
«  they  ufed  to  meet  before  day  break,  and 
**  fino-  an  hymn  in  honour  of  Chrift,   as  to  a 
«  Goll,  and  to  bind  themfelves  by  a  facra- 
««  ment  or  oath,    not  to  the  commiffion   of 
"  any   crime,    but   that    they    never    would 
«  fleal,  or  rob,  or  commit  adultery,  or  break 
<«  their    promife,    nor    withhold    a    depofit, 
«  when  demanded  by  thofe  from  whom  they 
"  had  received  it."     And  that  he  might  get 
the    trued   and    fulleft    information    in    this 
matter,    he   cruelly  pat  to  the   torture  two 
poor  girls,    who  were  fervants  or  deaconejfes 
in  fome  Chriftian  congregation  j   from  whom 
be   could    extort   nothing  by   the  rack,    but 
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what  he  calls  an  evil  and  immoderate  fuper- 
fhition,  i.  e.  an  invincible  relblution  in  their 
adherence  to  their  Chriftian  profeiTion.  This 
is  the  moft  ample  vindication  that  can  pofli- 
bly  be  of  the  excellent  nature  and  tendency  of 
the  Chrifiian  religion,  which  indeed  binds 
men  together  under  the  mofc  facred  and  fo- 
lemn  obligations  to  commit  no  kind  of  wick- 
ednels  whatibever,  but  to  pra(5tife  every  day 
ail  the  virtues  that  can  adorn  private  and  fecial 
life,  as  they  would  efcape  eve?"lafiing  condemna-' 
tion  before  the  tribunal  of  Cbrift,  and  fecure 
to  themfelves  the  invaluable  blelTednefs  of 
eternal  life,  which  he  is  to  bellow  on  his 
faithful  fervants  at  his  fecond  appearance. 
Such  a  religion  is  the  moft  favourable  to  all 
the  beil  interefls  of  kingdoms  and  nations, 
the  ftrongeft  poffible  fecurity  to  government, 
and  if  duly  regarded  by  thofe  who  make  the 
external  profcilion  of  it,  would  fpread  har- 
mony, peace,  and  happinefs  throughout  all 
the  various  ranks  and  orders  of  mankind,  and 
eftabhfli  and  perpetuate  thefe  fubdantial  bleflf- 
ings  to  the  end  of  time.  But  thus  much  as  to 
the  hill:  particular;  the  remarks  on  St.  PauPs 
condiitl  before  Felix,  to  which  the  words  of 
my  text  diredt  us.     I  proceed, 

il.  To  make  feme  obfervations  from  them, 
of  a  moYQ  generally  inftruSlive  and  pradlical  na- 
ture, arid  there  are  ftvcral  which  deferve  our 
ferious  attention. 

[.  That  preaching  on  moral  fubjedls,  fuch 
as  right eoujncfs  and  temperance,  is  preaching 
cuncerning   tlie  jaitu  in  Chrijt,  i.  e.  on  fuch 
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fubjeds,  as  the  principles  of  the  Chj-i/iian 
religion,  or  the  doctrines  of  Chrift  lead  to, 
and  enjoin  the  pradicc  of;  for  the  facred 
writer  informs  us,  that  Felix  heard  Paul  con- 
cerning the  faith  in  ChriJ},  as  the  Apojile  reafoncd 
concerning  righteoufnejs  and  temperance  and 
judgment  to  come,  and  therefore  thefe  fubjed^s 
miift  all  belong  to  the  ChriAian  faith  ;  the 
judgment  to  come  as  an  important  principle  of 
it,  and  righteoufnefs  and  temperance  as  elTential 
duties,  to  the  pradice  of  which  that  awful 
dodlrine  is  a  very  powerful  motive.  Though 
morality  is  not  the  whole  of  the  gofpel,  and 
though  preaching  fhould  not  be  entirely  con- 
fried  to  \i;  yet  undoubtedly  it  is  one  fnain 
and  effential  part  of  it,  and  fhould  be  frequently 
inculcated  on  the  minds  of  Cliriftians,  that 
their  knosvledge  in  Chrift  may  not  be  barren 
and  unfruitful i  and  the  preaching  on  thefe  du- 
ties is  as  really  to  preach  concerning  th^  faith 
of  Chrifti  as  to  preach  on  other  fubjefts,  which 
relate  more  immediately  to  the  perfon,  offcesy 
and  glory  of  Chrift.  For  he  who  preaches  on 
thefe,  preaches  but  on  one  part  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion  3  and  if  he  neglecfls  to  awaken 
men,  by  a  proper  improvement  of  thefe  doc- 
trines, to  regard  the  duties  of  m.cral  virtue, 
which  are  inferted  into  and  ftronglv  inculcated 
by  the  gofpel  revelation,  he  cannot  be  faid  to 
declare  the  whole  counfel  and  will  of  God, 
efpecially  as  all  the  doctrines  more  immedi- 
ately relating  to  Chrift  are  intejided  to  pro- 
mote, and  can  be  of  no  great  confequence 
any  farther  than  as  they  promote  the  pradice 
P  3  of 
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of  temperance  and  righteoufnefs  towards  God 
and  man.  And  though  it  is  certainly  true, 
that  the  preaching  moral  virtue  is  not  properly 
and  direiily  preaching  the  faith  of  Chrift,  un- 
lefs  it  be  fuitably  enforced  with  motives  pecu- 
liar to  his  gofpel ;  fo  let  me  add,  that  even 
preaching  concerning  the  perfon  and  of- 
iices  of  Chrifit,  is  not  preaching  concerning 
the  faith  in  Chrifi,  according  to  th^  delign 
and  intention  of  liis  gofpel,  unlefs  fuch  fub- 
jcifts  are  improved  to  promote  the  praftice  of 
religion  and  virtue.  Men  may  difpute  about 
religion  as  ioi]g  as  they  pleafe,  but  the  nature 
of  it  is  fixed  and  immutable,  and  will  not 
bend  either  to  their  prejudices  or  vices. 
It  conhfls  not  m  fpeculation  but  praciice  ;  and 
the  end  of  revelation  is  not  to  fill  their  m.inds 
with  ufelefs  principles  and  notions,  but  to 
bring  them  to  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  a 
few  plain  intelligible  dodrines,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  go^- 
vern  their  paffions,  to  forfake  their  iins,  and 
become  reconciled  to  God,  by  diligently yi?/- 
loiving  after  that  hoiincfs,  ^without  ii'hich  none 
JJjallJee,  or  be  accepted  of /6/);/.  And  ampngfl 
all  the  duties  of  practical  religion,  there  are 
none  of  greater  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
focieties,  the  honour  and  ufefulnefs  of  parti- 
cular perfons,  and  the  credit  of  religion,  than 
thofe  o^  temperance  and  righteoufnefs,  con- 
cerning v.-hich  the  Apoftle  reafoned  before  F eUx^ 
when  he  defired  to  hear  him  concerning  the 
faith  in  Chrijl,  and  therefore  thefe  things  (hould 
\itjaithjully  and  frequently  infifted  on  by  thofe 

who 
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who  preach   the  faith,  and  ferioufly  regarded 
by  thofe  who  hear  them. 

2.   Though  preaching   on  jnoral  fubjecfts  is 
preaching  concerning  iXiq  faith  of  Chrift,    yet 
they  {hould  never  be  preached   without  being 
enforced    by  principles   and    motives    properly 
Chrifiian-y  and  efpecially   that  awful  and  im- 
portant one,    the  future  judgment    by    Jtfus 
Chrifly  according  to  the  example  of  the  Apolile 
before  Felix.     'Twas  this  very  corillderation, 
that  made  Felix  tremble;   who   would  have 
known  nothing  of  the  faith  of  Chrift,  had  the 
Apoftle  entertained  him  only  with  a  difcourfe 
of  temperance  and  righteouihcfs,  vyidiout  in- 
troducing the  doftrine  of  Chrift  to  enforce  it ; 
and  he  might  have  pafted  for  a  very  fenfible 
Flatonifiy  or  Stoick,   or  one  of  any  other  of 
the  fed:s  of  moral  philcfophers,    had  he  funk 
his  Chriftianity,    and  made  no  mention  of  the 
name  or  dodrine  of  Jefus  Chrift.     But  Felix 
wanted  to  hear  him  concerning  the  faith  of 
Chrifi,   and  had  the  Apoftle   omitted  to  intro- 
duce him  in  his  realonings  concerning  mo- 
ral    virtue,    he  had  difappoinXed   the  Roman 
governor's  expectation,    and   a(5led   unworthy 
his  own  charader,  as  an  Apoftle  of  Chrift. 
And  what  can   the   preachers   of  Chriftianity 
do  better  than  imitate  the  Apoftle  in  this   re- 
iped:  ?   Or  what  more  eft'eduai  motive  can  they 
urge  to  enforce  their  duties  ? 

'Tis  true,  there  are  other  arguments,  whic'i 

may  with   great  propriety   and   advantage   be 

urged   in  their  turn,  to   awaken   men's  regard 

to  thefe  important  obligations ;    fuch  particu- 

P  4  larly 
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]arly  as  are  derived  from  their  own  natural  fit" 
iicfs  and  intrinfick  excellency^  according  to  St, 
PauTs  example  who  to  the  Philippians  fays  J  : 
If  there  be  any  virtue ,  if  there  be  any  praife^ 
think  on  tbefe  things  -y  fuch  as  are  derived  from 
\k\^\x  prefent  utility,  and  their  tendency  to  pro- 
iTsote  the  true  intereft  of  \\i^y  according  to  our 
blciled  Lord-^  :  Bleffed  are  the  meek ,  J  or  they 
f.mll  inherit  the  earth  \  and  St.  Peter  §  ;  He 
'that  loves  life,  and  would  fee  good  days,  let  hi?n 
refrain  his  tongue  from  evil,  and  his  lips  from 
fpcaking  guile ;  or  fuch  as  may  be  drawn  from 
"the  infainy  and  bad  effects  of  the  contrary  vices, 
as  St.  Paul\  :  IVhatjruit  had  ye  in  thofe  things, 
ivhcreof  ye  are  now  afi: anted,  the  end  of  which 
things  is  death  "^  Every  argument  that  is  of 
weig-ht,  and  hath  a  tendency  to  move  and 
perfuade,  may  in  its  proper  feafon  be  rightly 
applied,  and  ought  to  be  urged,  as  circum- 
flances  require,  and  as  may  bed  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  men  to  the  approbation 
and  practice  of  the  great  duties  of  religion 
and  virtue.  But  the  motives  offered  by,  and 
peculiar  to  Chrifianity,  are  of  all  others  the 
moft  poweful,  and  beft  calculated  to  imprefs 
the  mind,  and  excite  and  influence  men  to 
regard  the  great  duties  of  human  life,  and 
live  in  a  conTlant,  regular  obfervance  of  them; 
becaufe  they  have  a  natural,  unalterable  im- 
portance in  them,  immediately  aftefl:  their 
hopes  and  fear,  and  are  equally  fit  for  all  forts 
pf  men,  and  for  all  feafons  and  occaiions  of  life. 

t  PMl.  iv   S.  t  Mat.  V.  5.  §   1  Pet.  iii.  iq. 

11  RjiTi.  vi.  21. 
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The  enforcing  moral  virtues  by  their  natu- 
ral obligation,  and  original  iitnefs,  may  well 
enough  fuit  and  be  extreamly  plealing  to 
thole  few  who  are  of  a  fpeculative  and  philo- 
fophical  turn ;  but  will  prove  a  method  of 
convidion  and  perfualion  a  little  too  abllradt 
and  difficult  for  the  generality  of  mankind  ; 
to  whom  moral  fitnefs  and  beauty  are  not  fo 
eafily  and  clearly  perceptible ;  and  therefore 
will  not  flrike  the  mind  with  that  peculiar 
force,  which  is  neceffary  to  render  them  avail- 
able againft  the  ftrong  bias  of  inclination  and 
the  influence  of  the  numerous  and  flrong 
temptations,  that  every  where  and  every  day 
abound  in  the  world,  and  fo  powerfully  fe- 
duce  the  fons  of  men  to  do  evil.  Arguments 
drav^^n  from  the  prefent  advantages  of  prac- 
tifing  m.oral  virtue,  fuch  as  reputation,  prof- 
perity  of  circumftances,  length  of  life,  peace 
of  mind,  felf-approbation,  and  other  things 
of  like  nature,  depend,  as  to  the  eiteft  and 
influence  of  them,  in  a  great  meafure  on  opi- 
7iion  and  example  -,  and  if  we  have  nothing  far- 
ther to  recom-mend  and  enforce  them  will  be 
void  of  all  good  effcd:  upon  thofe,  who  either 
defpife  the  cenfure  of  the  world,  or  make 
prevailing  cufloms  the  great  rule  of  their 
condu(5t ;  who  are  above  reputation  and 
charad:er,  who  think  the  only  ufe  and  ad- 
vantages of  riches  and  plenty  is  felf-indulgence 
and  gratification,  and  who  have  learnt  to 
throw  off  ail  regard  to  length  of  life,  pro- 
vided-they  can  but  fpend  it  agreeable  to  their 
wiihes  and   inclinations   durin^^  the  continu- 
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ance  of  it.  But  the  arguments  derived  from 
reflation  to  enforce  the  pradice  of  moral 
virtues  are  of  a  J'uperior  rank,  and  if  men  will 
hear,  and  have  any  pafiions  in  their  natures 
to  be  moved ;  if  they  are  not  fo  hardened  in 
vice  as  to  be  incapable  of  all  impreffion, 
^nd  have  not  fo  deeply  involved  themfelves  in 
guilt,  as  to  be  entirely  forfaken  of  God,  and 
judicially  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind ; 
they  will  not  fail  to  flrike  the  flouted  heart 
with  terror,  nor  to  awaken  fuch  kindly  fenti- 
ments  and  ftrong  convidions  in  the  mind, 
as  v/ill,  if  duly  improved  and  attended  to, 
un(ier  the  bleffing  of  God,  efFedually  bring 
them  to  repentance,  and  render  them  in 
good  earnefl  foUcitous,  what  they  fhall  do  to 
be  faved. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  as  the  moll  effec- 
tual and  powerful  prefcriptions  in  phyfic, 
adminiflered  by  the  mod  flcilful  hand,  will 
remove  no  difteinper,  nor  reftore  the  labour- 
ing patient  to  health,  if  he  will  not  fubmit 
to  the  regular  ufe  of  them ,  or  if  by  any  im^ 
frudences  or  excelTes  he  obflinately  prevents 
their  natural  operation  ;  fo  with  refped  to 
the  peculiar  motives  of  Chrijliantty,  if  men 
will  never  duly  attend  to  them,  never  weigh 
their  importance,  or  hiimediately  fupprefs  the 
€onvidions,  excited  in  their  own  minds  by 
them,  either  by  the  cares  of  life,  or  immerfmg 
themfelves  more  deeply  in  criminal  gratifica- 
tions and  pleafuresj  thefe  motives  can  be 
of  no  manner  of  advantage  to  them,  and 
they   muil,  in  the  natural   courfe  of  things. 
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go  on  impenitent  and  unreclaimed,  till  they 
die  and  peri{h  in  their  fins,  wholly  incapable 
of  falvation  and  mercy.  But  whilft  there  are 
any  remains  of  confcience,  any  good  princi- 
ples or  afFedions  to  be  wrought  on,  the  gof-* 
pel  enforcements  of  uioral  virtue,  reprefented 
in  their  proper  flrength,  and  coniidered  as 
their  importance  deferve,  will  not,  cannot  fail 
to  awaken  in  them  luch  apprehenfions,  fuch 
hopes  and  fears,  fuch  ftrong  convidions  of 
the  evil  of  a  finful  courfe,  and  the  abfoUite 
necellity  of  returning  to  a  life  of  piety  and 
virtue,  as  under  the  blefiing  of  God  will  prove 
effedual  to  their  entire  recovery  and  -final  ac- 
ceptance with  him. 

The  tnothes  offered  by  the  gofpd  revelation 
are  various y  and  taken  from  objeds  of  the 
utmoji  importancCy  and  the  moji  facred  and 
affeciing  7iature ;  fuch  as  the  authority  and 
command  of  God  j  the  infinite  purity  of  his 
nature,  and  his  hatred  of  fin ;  the  great  in- 
tention of  his  n'ioral  providence  and  govern- 
ment, which  is  to  encourage  the  pradtice  of 
righteoufnefs,  and  reft  rain  or  recover  men 
from  thofe  crimes  which  are  his  abhorrence ; 
his  great  compaffion  and  merciful  difpofition, 
and  willingnefs  to  grant  to  all  finncrs  the 
benefit  of  repentance  and  reformation ;  his 
Jendifig  his  Son  into  the  ivorld  to  feek  and  to 
fave  thofe  that  are  lojl  -,  the  benevolence  and 
/ove  of  Chriji  in  dying  to  redeem  the?n  from  ail 
iniquity^  and purijy  to  hhnfef  a  peculiar  people 
zealous  of  all  good  works  -,  and  efpecialiy  his 
being  appointed  at  the  lafl:  great  day  to  be  the 

Judge 


2  20  Oft  Si.  Paul's  Reafonhfg  mth     Serm.  ir. 

J'-ii^^gc  of  the  'whole  'worlds  when  the  intempe- 
rate    gratifications    of    corrupt    men,     their 
impure   indulgences,   the    ruin    of  the  inno- 
cence, peace,  and  ufefulnefs    of  thofe   whom 
ihey  have    made    fubfervient    to    their    ambi- 
tion, avarice,  and   plcafures,  and  the  deftruc- 
tion    or    fupprelTion    of   their     own     natural 
fentiments  of   probity,     honour,    juftice    and 
compaflion,  (hall  be  recalled  to  their  rememi- 
brance,  appear   in    all  their  dreadful  circum- 
ftances  of  aggravation,  and   receive  from  him 
the  due    recompence    of    divine  vengeance  : 
When  neither  the  dij^nity  of  thofe  charaders 
they  may  now   fuftain,  their  titles  of  honour, 
their  pofleflions  and  abundance,  their  families, 
conne(ftions    and  interefts  in  life,   nor  any   of 
the  advantages  they  can  here  boaft  of,  (liall  be 
of  any  avail  to  ward  off  the  fentence  of  the 
impartial    judge,    or  fhelter   them   from   the 
flroke  of  that  almighty  arm,   which  fhall  then 
be  lifted  up  for  their  total  deflrudion  :  When 
the  eternal  confequences  of  divine  anger  (Irall 
purfue  their  crimes,  when  the  Redeemer  him- 
ielf  (liall    pronounce   them    accurfed,    heaven 
iliali  reje6t,  and  for  ever  clofe  its  gates  againft 
them,  when    they    (hall  be  forfaken  of  God, 
fhunned  by  his  holy  angels,  avoided  by  all  the 
wife,  the  religious,  virtuous,  recovered  part  of 
mankind,   as  contagion  itfelf,  and  marked  out 
by  tlie  eternal  God  as  theve/Je/s  of  iv^-ath,  en- 
dured with  much  hr.g-fufertngi  and  ftted for 
dejiriiSiwn  ;   when  that  taith,  pi^ty  and  virtue, 
which  tliey  wickedly  defpifcd,  fiiall  appear  to 
be    the  only  diiiinitions   of  mankind^  which 

God 
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which  God  regards,  and  the  fole  qualifications 
for  eternal  happinefs ;  when  the  followers  of 
Chrift  in  righteoufnefs  and  temperance,  and  all 
the  other  excellencies  of  the  Chriftian  life  and 
character,  (hall  be  owned  as  the  only  genuine 
children  of  wifdom,  and  juftified  by  her  final 
and  irreverfible  fentence,  fhall  obtain  the  ap- 
probation of  heaven  and  earth,  and  through 
the  equity  and  mercy  of  God,  and  the  kind 
and  all-powerful  intcrceffion  of  Chrirt",  be  ac- 
counted worthy  to  obtain  the  ineftimable  re- 
compence  of  sternal  life  and  glory. 

When  moral  virtues,  righteoufnefs  and 
temperance,  benevolence  and  charity,  meek- 
nefs  and  humility,  truth  and  fincerity,  the 
peaceable  and  forgiving  fpirit,  and  the  like 
excellent  difpofitions  are  warmly  enforced  by 
thefe  awful  and  affeding  coniiderations,  one 
would  imagine  that  no  one  would  be  infenfi- 
ble  of  and  unmoved  by  them.  And  indeed 
it  fcarce  feems  poiiible,  unlefs  their  confctences 
are  feared,  and  they  are  wholly  forfaken  of 
God  J  or  unlefs,  like  Felix,  who  owned  by 
trembling  the  facred  force  of  them,  they  defer 
all  refiedtion  on  them,  inilantly  fupprefs  the 
convi<5tions  they  raife,  and  thus  counteradt  the 
kind  intention  of  God  to  bring  them  to  re- 
pentance and  falvation.  If  ihefe  motives  fail, 
'tis  certain  that  finners  muft  be  incurable  by  all 
common  and  ordinary  methods  ;  fince  no  con- 
fiderations  can  be  found  more  weishtv  than 
thefe  to  influence  and  perfuade  them. 

Upon  the  whole  :  What  is  our  own  charac" 
terf  Are  we  confcious  to  ouridves  of  the  habi- 
tual 
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tual  violation  of  any  of  the  rules  of  righteouf- 
nefs  and  temperance,  or  any  other  branch  of 
moral  virtue  ?  Let  us  permit  oilr  confciences 
to  fpeak  the  truth.  There  is  a  day  coming, 
when  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  fuprefs  the  voice 
of  it.  'Tis  folly  and  cruelty  to  ourfelves,  and 
difobedience  to  God,  to  fupprefs  it  now.  The 
confequences  of  our  adions  will  hereafter  over- 
take us ;  and  whatever  hopes  we  may  derive 
from  the  grace  of  God,  nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain than  thefe  hopes  will  finally  fail  us,  if  that 
grace  doth  not  teach  us  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  livefoberly,  right eoufiy^ 
nnd  godly  in  the  frefent  world. 
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Pradlical    Reflexions    on    St.    Paid\ 
reafoning  with    Felix. 


Acts   xxiv.    25. 

And  as  he  reafoned  of  right  eoufnefs ,  temperance, 
and jiidg7nent  to  come,  Felix  trembled,  and 
anfwered:  Go  thy  '-jo  ay  for  this  time  -,  when  I 
have  a  convenient  feafon  I  will  call  for  thee. 

Have  from  thefe  words  made  fome  remarks 
on  the  condiiB  of  St.  Paul  before  Felix ^  the 
"Roman  governor ;  confidered  particularly  the 
fitbjetlson  which  he  infilled  before  him,  when 
he  itntfor  him,  that  he  might  hear  him  con- 
cerning xh^  faith  inChrifi,  iho^Qoi  righteoufiefs, 
temperance,  and  judg?nent  to  come  ;  and  fhewa 
you  his  great  prudence  in  the  choice  of  thefe 
articles ;  the  aelicacy  and  politenejs  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  repraved  him,  and  brought 
his  crimes  to  remembrance,  by  infifting  on 
thefe  heads  -,  that  'twas  in  obedience  to  the  go- 
vernor's order,  that  he  fet  before  him  this 
fummary  of  the  Chriftian  do^^lrine  j  and  that' 
this  account  of  the  faith  in  Chrift  was  wifely 
3  caW 


^24  Pra5fical  Reflexions  en  Serm.  i^* 

calculated  to  vindicate  himfelf  from  the  accu- 
latlons   of  his  enemies,    and  the    religion  of 
Chriji>  for  the  preaching  of  which  he  had  beeii 
indicted  as  a  pejiilent  jellow,  and  a  mover  of/e- 
dition  throughout  the  worlds 

And  as  this  hiflory  will  furnirfi  us  with 
feveral  obfervations  of  a  practical  nature,  and 
ge7ieral  ufe  i  I  have  remarked  : 

1.  That  preaching  on  moral  duties  and 
virtues  is  preaching  the  Jaith  or  do^lrine  of 
Chrifi.     And 

2.  That  the  mofl  effeciiial  manner  of  en^ 
forcing  the  praSlice  of  moral  virtues  is  by  urging 

thofe  arguments  and  motives  which  are  derived 
from,  and  peculiar  to  the  doBrine  of  Chrifl, 
But  farther, 

3.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  \f  the  preaching 
the  faith  of  Chrifi  fhould  prove  inefeSiudl  to 
convince,  reform  and  fave  men,  it  is  not 
owing  to  any  deficiency  of  power  and  efficacy 
in  the  doStrine  itfelf,  but  to  men's  own  faulty 
who  will  not  attend  to  it,  and  prevent  or  deftroy 
the  influence  of  it  upon  their  own  minds. 
Felix y  though  of  a  moil:  profligate  charader, 
yet  was  not  able  to  relift  the  impreffion  that 
the  doctrine  of  Chrift  made  on  him,  but 
trembled  on  his  tribunal  before  the  prifoner, 
when  he  heard  him  preaching  on  thofe  vir- 
tues which  his  own  confcience  told  him  he 
was  not  pofl^efled  of,  and  reprefenting  to  him~ 
the  certainty  of  that  future  judgment  ta 
which  he,  thous^h  himfelf  an  earthly  judge, 
was  to  be  brought,  equally  with  the  meanefl: 
of  mankind.     To   w^hat  then  was  it   owing,- 

thai 
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that  he  did  not  become  a  better  man,  and  a 
convert  to  the  dodlrine  of  Chrift  ?  Why 
jplainly,  to  his  ?20t  cherifiing  his  conviclionsy  but 
immediately  fupprefiing  them.  He  difmiffes 
the  preacher,  and  tells  him,  when  he  had  d 
convenient  feafon  he  would  fend  for  him  ao;ain  5 
and  thus  foon  gets  rid  of  all  his  terrors,  and 
in  fpite  of  them  continues  the  fame  oppref- 
iive,  intemperate  wretch>  that  he  had  been 
before. 

The  t^cdi  of  principles  on  the  minds  of 
men  depends  in  great  meafure  on  the  te?nper  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  knowledge  of  them  is 
vouchfafed.  If  they  do  not  give  2.  full  un- 
feigned affent  to  them, 'tis  impoffible  they  fliould 
Carry  any  influence  j  becaufe  the  real  or  ap- 
prehended truth  of  any  dodlrine,  is  a  circum- 
llance  abfolutely  neceffary  to  render  it  per- 
i^jalive  and  efficacious.  Should  they  appre- 
hend it  to  be  true,  yet  if  it  be  not  regarded 
by  them  as  important,  the  motive  ariling  from 
it  will  be  proportionably  fmall,  and  can  never 
become  fuperior  to  any  higher  and  flronger 
principle  and  motive  ofadion.  Yea,  fhould 
both  the  truth  and  importance  of  it  at  any 
time  appear  to  them,  yet  if  they  exclude  it 
from  their  minds,  and  will  never  imprefs  it  oa 
their  hearts  hy  ferious  refieBion,  it  will  be  as 
MnafFeding  and  deftitute  of  power,  as  though 
they  had  never  known,  or  never  believed  it. 
The  principles  of  moral  truth  do  not  in  any 
cafe  operate  by  neceflity  and  carry  an  irre- 
fijiible  influence  -and  force  with  them,  {o  as 
to  controul  and  compel  men's  condu(^,   whe- 

Vol.  11.  Q^  th^r 
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ther  they  will  or  no.  If  they  rejed,  or  will 
not  attend  to  their  evidence,  'tis  impoflible 
that  power  can  ever  create  the  belief  of 
them ;  or  if  they  refolve  to  exclude  them 
from  their  thoughts,  they  cannot  in  the  nature 
of  things  ever  be  habitually  prefent  to  them ; 
or  fliould  they  at  any  time  raife  any  convic- 
tions and  right  appreheniions  in  their  minds, 
thefe  impreffions  will  as  certainly,  as  eafily, 
and  as  Ibon  die,  as  any  others  whatfoever, 
that  are  not  cherifhed  and  kept  alive  by  a  due 
attention  to  them.  So  that  the  inejjlcacy  of  the 
golpel  dodtrine  upon  many  of  thofe,  who 
piOfefs  to  believe  it,  may  be  fully  accounted 
for,  without  cenfuring  that  doctrine  as  vifuf- 
Jicient  in  its  own  nature,  and  deftitute  of 
proper  power  to  perfuade  and  excite  them.  If 
it  be  no  objection  againil;  the  principles  of  na- 
turd  religion,  that  they  do  not  irrefiflibly 
force  all  thofe  who  profefs  to  believe  th^ni 
to  ad:  agreeable  to  thofe  principles,  it  can  be 
no  objedion  againfl:  thofe  of  revealedy  that 
they  do  not  operate  on  the  mind  by  an  irre- 
liftible  compuliion.  'Tis  a  fufficient  vindi- 
cation of  the  doftrine  of  ChriJJ,  that  it  offers 
to  men's  ccnfidcration  much  more  powerful 
inducements  to  piety  and  moral  virtue,  than 
natural  religion  ever  did,  or  can  do  :  Yea,  it 
fets  before  them  the  moft  important  motives, 
and  powerful  arguments,  that  can  poflibly  be 
fuggefted  to  their  ccnfciences ;  and  that  will 
weigh  down  in  the  fcale  of  reafon  and  truth 
every  thing  that  can  be  laid  in  the  balance , 
againfl:  them.     And  there   is   nothing   more 
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certain,  than  that  the  Chriftlan  dodrine  of  a 
future  judgment  hy  Chrifi,  and  the  eternal  con- 
fequences  oi\\-\\^Y'^^^^^  or  mifery,  that  are  here- 
after to  attend  the  adions  of  men  in  the  pre- 
fent  life,  as  they  have  been  good  or  evil, 
doth  carry  in  it  the  ftrongeft  poiiible  perfua- 
iions  and  excitements  to  exercife  a  conference 
void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man,  and  that 
if  thefe  prove  ineffedual,  they  muft  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  things  ever  remain  obdi- 
nate  and  irreclaimable.     Again, 

4,  When  men  cannot  bear  to  hear  7noral 
'Dirtues  inculcated  upon  them,  and  cenlure 
fuch  kind  of  difcoaiTes  as  legal  and  unevange- 
Ileal;  it  looks,  as  if  like  Felix,  they  had 
fome  inward  eonfcioufnefs  of  their  being  very 
dejedlive  and  faulty  in  thefe  duties,  and  do  not 
love  to  be  toid  of  them,  becaufe  their  hearts 
reproach  them  for  the  want  of  them.  Few- 
men  furely  can  be  fo  extreamly  weak,  or  (o 
abfolmely  corrupted  in  their  judgment,  as  td 
perfuade  themfelves,  that  righteoifnefs  and 
te-mperance  and  other  moral  virtues  are  unne- 
cefary,  and  of  ;zi?  obligation  \ixv^ti  Chriftiamty  % 
and  if  they  are  eilential  dutie&  of  the  Chriflian 
life,  why  fhould  they  not  be  recommended 
and  enforced  ?  If  we  are  confcious  to  ourfelves, 
that  we  habitually  pradife  them,  we  can  have 
no  real  caufe  to  be  dijpleafed  when  we  are  put 
in  mind  of  them;  on  the  contrary,  fuch  a 
teftimony  of  the  heart  in  our  own  favour, 
is  joyous  in  its  nature,  and  a  jufc  foundation 
for  fatisfadtion  and  comfort,  as  it  is  a  folid 
proof  of  the  good  influence  of  our  Chriftian 
0^2  prin- 
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principles,  and  that  the  faith  by  which  we  live 
is  indeed   the  faith    of  God's  ele^fy    through 
which   we  are  juftified  and  accepted  of  God* 
Nor  can  the  enforcing  moral  'virtues  by  confi- 
derations  drawn  from  2i  future  judgment  ^  ever 
difturb  the  peace  o^ virtuous  perfons,  or  awaken 
any  juft  terrors  in  their  minds ;  becaufe  if  they 
are  righteous  and  temperate  themfelv.es,    and 
think  on  and  do  every  thing  that  is  virtuous 
and  praife-worthy,   they  can  never   be   con- 
demned for  unrighteoufnefs  and  intemperance, 
and  other  immoralities  of  a  wicked  life,   but 
myft  fo  far   ftand  acquitted  and  approved  at 
the  day  of  judgment ;  and  may  therefore  well 
fuffer   thefe  important  duties  to  be  enforced 
on  them,  and  themfelves  to  be   exhorted  to 
continue  and   abound  in  them,  by   all  thofe 
motives  which  a  future  judgment  can  furnifli  5 
becaufe  they  confcientioufly  regard  thefe  du- 
ties, and  are  determined  continually  topradife 
them,    and    therefore    know   that  the  future^ 
judgment  will  in  this  refpeil  be  favourable  to 
them,  and  that  they  have  every  thing  to  pro- 
mife    themfelves    from    the   impartiality    and 
equity  of  it.     But  it  is   by  no  means  to   be 
wondered  at,  that  fuch  who  allow  themfelves 
in   u?iju/i  and  inte?nperate  pra(5lices,    and   the 
habitual   violation  of  the    precepts   of  God's 
moral  law,  fliould  difreUp:i  theJounddoBrine  of 
the   glorious  gofpel  of  the  blefTed   God,    as 
that  enjoins  the  fbrideft  fan61:ity  of  manners, 
and  all  the  good  works  of  Chrillian  piety  and 
virtue ;    becaufe   this   is    virtually   upbraiding 
them  for  their  want  of  them,  and  muft  excite 
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in  them  thofe  reproaches  of  confcience,  which 
are  very  troublelbme  to  thofe  that  feel  them, 
and  make  them  uneafy  in  thofe  prad:ices,  in 
which  they  had  rather  go  on  quiet  and  undif- 
turbed.  To  tell  fuch  that  God  will  bring 
them  into  judgment,  and  that  they  muft  be  ac- 
countable before  the  tribunal  of  Chrifl,  for 
their  unjuft  acquifitions^  their  intemperance, 
their  impurities,  and  every  prefumptuous  fin 
to  which  they  have  indulged,  is  to  put  a 
fcourge  into  the  hand  of  confcience,  and  de- 
liver them  over  to  a  fevere  tormentor ;  and  if 
they  will  not  be  prevailed  on,  by  the  uneafi- 
nefs  of  their  own  reflections,  to  take  the  proper 
method  of  repentance  and  reformation  for 
reftoration  of  their  peace  ;  they  will  flrive  to 
get  rid  of  their  uneafinefs,  and  go  fmoothly 
on  in  their  favourite  lins,  by  fuch  means  as 
their  corrupt  paffions  and  prejudices  faggeft  to 
them.  They  will  ft  rive  to  perfuade  them- 
felves,  th^tjmih  will  fupply  the  want  of  works, 
that  moral  virtue  is  a  low  attainment  for  a 
Chriftian,  that  the  exhorting  men  to  it,  by 
the  terrors  of  a  future  judgment,  is  preaching 
.the  law  and  not  the  go/pel^  and  that  the  great 
things,  which  deferve  to  be  infilled  on,  and 
which  they  ought  continually  to  be  entertained 
with  are,  grace,  tho.  precious  promifes,  ihcrigh- 
teoufnefs  and  merits  of  Chrifly  and  other  com- 
fortable dortrines,  which  may  create  in  them 
an  ^durance  of  falvation,  without  any  regard 
to  .heathenifh  morality,  or  thofe  good  works, 
which,  v/hen  reprefented  as  neceflary,  they 
confider  as  derogatory  to  the  glory  of  that  free 
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grace,  by  Vv'bich  they  are  to  be  made  accepted 
in  the  Beloved.  But  furely  the  ftate  of  luch 
Chriflians  muft  be  cxLreamly  dangerous^  v/ho 
take  offence  at  that  part  of  Chnil's  dodrine, 
which  teaches  them  nghteoufnefs,  temperance, 
and  ether  branches  of  moral  virtue,  and  en- 
joins the  practice  of  them  by  the  awes  of  a 
futurejudgment ;  who  are  uneafy,  when  thefe 
inftances  of  duty  are  infilled  on,  becaufe  they 
^re  confcious  that  they  ad:  contrary  to  them; 
and  inflead  of  quieting  their  minds,  by  for- 
f:.king  their  fins,  and  adlng  a  wifer  and  better 
part,  take  refuge  in  falle  principles,  and  by 
perverting  the  dodtrine  of  Chrift  buoy  up 
their  hopes  in  a  way  that  is  not  good,  and 
which  it  they  continue  to  v/alk  in,  muR  ifiue 
in  their  nnai  difappointment  and  deftrudion. 
Again, 

5.  As  St.  Faul  reafoned  before  Felix,  con^ 
Cerning  right  eoujhffs^  temperance,  and  judgment 
to  come,  this  ihews  us  the  proper  way,  in  which 
thefe  important  fubjeds,  and  other  dodrines 
and  duties  of  Chriftianity,  ll:iould  be  treated  5 
they  fhouid,  in  imitation  of  our  Apoftle,  b^ 
reafoned  on,  and  reafoned  on  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  carry  evidence  and  convi^ion  both  of  their 
truth  and  i?}iportance  *.  In  this  fenfe  of  rea- 
' fining,  the  original  word  is  certainly  made  ufq 
"of,  and  is  rightly  rendered  in  our  veriion. 
They  fhouid  be  carefully  explained,  and  the 
nature  of  them  clearly  opened.  They  fliould 
be  eftablifhed  by  proper  arguments,  and  as  far 

*  Sext.  Empir.  ad.  Math.  1.  3.  §  9.  p.  312. 
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as  peculiar  to  Chriftianity,  by  the  tejiimony  of 
thofe  Jacred  records  which  contain  them  ;  fa 
as  may  awaken  fuch  convidlions  of  confcicnce, 
as  are  neceilary  to  render  them  influential  and 
efficacious.'  The  reafbning  made  ufe  of  fhould 
unqueftionably  be  fuch,  as  is  fuited  to  the  ca~ 
pacity  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  in:jpre{red  by 
them  ;  but  ftill  the  reafoning  fliould  be  real 
2LndiJbimdj  from  principles  of  truth,  and  fuch 
certain  topics  as  may  Oiew  the  grounds  and 
certainty  of  the  things  aderted,  and  as  may 
fully  perfuade  the  mind  to  affent  to  and  em- 
brace them.  Even  truth  itfelf  can  never  be 
received  by  reafonable  minds,  but  -upon  the 
foundation  of  evidence,  though  all  evidence 
is  not  equally  flrong,  nor  the  fame  evidence 
neceffary  for  all  j  nor  can  religion  and  virtue 
ever  be  rightly  embraced,  and  habitually  fub- 
mitted  to,  without  previoufly  knowing  what 
they  are,  and  without  proper  convidion  of 
their  evidence  and  obligation  ;  and  faith  with- 
out any  reafon  for  believing,  is  an  unreafonable 
■faith  ;  and  religious  actions,  without  knowing 
why  we  perform  them,  are  fuperfiition,  and 
not  genuine  piety.  The  very  prefenting  our- 
felves  to  Gody  as  an  holy  li'ving  acceptable  facri- 
Jicey  muft,  according  to  St.  Pauly  be  area/on- 
able  fervice ;  and  the  perfuading  men  to  this 
comprchenfive  duty  of  religion,  v^ithout  con- 
vincing them  by  juil  reafons  of  the  propriety 
and  neceffity  of  doing  it,  is  perfuading  them 
to  do  a  very  good  thing,  by  a  very  weak, 
imprudent,  and  unjuftihable  method.  And 
therefore  he  who  cannot  reafon  well,  con- 
0^4  cerning 
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cerning  the  principles  and  obligations  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  is  not  Jit  to  -preach  to  others  concern- 
ing them,  pr  likely  to  make  converts  to  truth 
and  r'r.;hteoufnefs  j  and  they  who  hope  to  do  it, 
by  radi  and  (Irong  affertions,  noify  declama- 
tions, quaint  expreflions,  low  fimilies,  and 
the  like  methods  of  many  modern,  popular 
preachers,  muft  hope  to  do  it  by  the  real fool- 
ifonefs  of  -preaching ;  which,  though  it  may 
draw  others  into  enthufiafm  and  fuperftition, 
can  never  make  them  Chriftians  upon  real 
principles,  nor  render  them  able  to  give  a  good 
account  of  what  they  believe,  or  vindicate 
themfelves  from  the  charge  of  prefumptior^ 
and  credulity.  If  we  would  imitate  St.  Pauly 
in  his  manner  of  preaching  concerning  the 
faith  of  Chrifl,  we  muft  reajon  upon  our 
fubjedts,  and  draw  men  by  the  light  of  their 
underftanding,  and  the  powerful  cohvicftions 
of  their  confciences,  to  the  belief  and  obe-" 
dience  ofthegofpel. 

6.  As  Felix  trembled,  when  he  heard  St. 
Paul  realoning  concerning  righteoufnefsy  tern- 
perance,  and  judgment  to  come  %  this  fhews  the 
'great  j'enfibility  of  a  bad  confciencey  and  how 
extreamly  unhappy  he  who  hath  it  muft  be, 
when  it  thus  takes  the  alarm,  and  fills  mer^ 
with  terror,  at  the  moft  inoffenfive,  pleaiing, 
and  interefting  fubjeds.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  do(!l;rines  themfelves,  on  which  the  Apoftle 
difcourfed,  that  naturally  tends  to  make  men 
tremble.  Righteoufnefs  and  temperance  are 
eflential  duties  of  human  life,  that  render 
inens  charaders  refpe^ftablc,  and  the  pradlioe 
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of  them  fecures  the  moft  pleafing  appro- 
bation of  their  own  minds,  and  that  peace  of 
confcience,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  defirable 
bleflings  of  human  life,  and  without  which 
no  external  advantages  can  be  of  any  avail  to 
their  happinefs.  And  as  thefe  virtues  are 
acceptable  to  God,  and  approved  by  men, 
they  will  ftand  the  teft  before  the  moft  awful 
and  impartial  tribunal  that  can  be  ereded, 
and  they  who  pradtife  thefe  can  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  fentence  of  God  upon  account 
of  them.  And  for  this  reafon  the  dodnne 
and  confideration  of  a  future  judgment  affords 
a  very  grateful  profpe<5t  tojuft  and  good  men; 
who  far  from  flavifhly  trembling  at  it,  rejoice 
in  the  belief  and  profped  of  it,  as  that  blcli'ed 
feafon,  when  they  fhall  lift  up  their  heads 
with  joy,  have  their  integrity  publicly  ap- 
proved, be  folemnly  acquitted  from  every 
charge  againft  them,  and  accepted  and  rewarded 
as  good  and  fait  hjulferijants.  What  then  was 
it  that  (hook  Felix  with  terror?  His  con- 
fcience, that  immediately  perceived  where  the 
difcourfe  pointed,  and  which  grew  angry  and 
offended,  becaufe  wounded  in  a  moft  lenfible 
part,  by  an  invenomed  fecret  fting,  that  gave 
it  an  anguifti  he  was  incapable  of  enduring. 
When  our  Apoftle  reafoned  of  temperance,  his 
heart  fmote  him ;  becaufe  he  knew  that  he 
lived  in  the  moft  criminal  indulgences,  and  had 
been  guilty  of  the  moft  lawlefs  exceftes  and 
impurities  j  and  when  he  reafoned  oi right e 01  f- 
nefs,  it  made  him  uneajy,  becaufe  it  brought 
'to  his  mind  all  thofe  exa^ions,   rapin  j,    and 
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cruelties^  with  which  he  had  been  chargeable 
during  his  whole  government  in  Judea.  But 
when  the  Apoftle  reafoned  o^ judgment  to  come, 
by  Ihewing  the  certainty  and  impartiality  of 
it,  and  that  intemperance  and  injuftice  would 
then  bring  men  under  condemnation,  and  that 
the  dignity  of  their  fliations  and  charaders  in 
this  world  would  not  exempt  them  from  the 
punilhment  due  to  their  aggravated  tranfgref- 
lions  J  the  fubjedt  became  too  ferious  for  Felix 
to  endure  it  any  longer,  and  the  alarm  grew 
fojirongy  that  it  betrayed  itfelf  in  his  counte- 
nance, and  put  his  whole  body  into  fuch  -an 
flgi|ation,  as  difcovered  the  inward  anguilh 
and  terror  that  laid  hold  of  and  oppreiTed  him  : 
And  therefore  not  able  to  bear  the  reproach 
of  fuch  a  difcourfe  any  longer,  he  difmifled 
the  Apoftle,  and  loft  all  curiofity  to  hear  any 
thing  farther  concerning  the  faith  in  Chrift. 
Though  the  difcourfe  v/as  managed  with  the 
utmoft  delicacy,  the  reproof  found  its  way 
into  the  governor's  breaft,  and  made  him 
iliake  for  fear  on  his  tribunal. 

And  indeed  there  is  fuch  a  natural  and  in- 
trinjic  evil  in  fin,  that  though  men  are  of- 
tentimes hurried  on  by  warm  palTions  and  the 
violence  of  inclination  to  their  refpedive  vices, 
before  they  have  time  to  conllder  ihe  nature 
and  confequences  of  their  adions ;  yet  when- 
ever reafon  and  refledion  return,  and  they 
have  time  to  review  the  crimes  they  have 
been  guilty  of,  they  immediately  perceive  the 
natural-  turpitude  and  exceeding  fmfulnefs  of 
them,  and  cannot  help  cenfuring  and  condemn- 
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ing  themfelves  for  having  acfted  contrary  to 
decency,  the  propriety  of  things,  and  the 
mod  certain  did:ates  of  obh'gation  and  duty. 
As  there  is  a  neceflary  difference  between  good 
and  evil,  that  no  circumftance  of  time  or 
place  can  alter,  and  reconcile  with  each  other, 
this  difference  is  fo  plain  and  obvious  as  that 
no  man,  who  hath  the  ufeofrcafon,  can  help 
difcerning  it,  without  any  laboured  proof,  or 
long  train  of  reafoning  to  convince  him  of  it; 
nor  will  he  fail  to  give  the  preference,  upon 
an  impartial  examination,  to  religion  and  vir- 
tue, and  to  allow  that  they  are  excellent  and 
praife-worthy  in  their  nature,  as  well  as  at- 
tended with  the  moft  beneficial  confequences, 
of  a  private  and  public  nature,  when  duly 
regarded,  as  the  great  rules  of  mens  adions 
throughout  the  whole  of  life.  And  whatever 
may  be  the  pleafures  and  advantages  of  fin, 
yet  upon  cool  reflection,  it  appears  in  fuch 
colours  of  bafenefs  and  folly,  as  to  excite  the 
indignation,  fhame  and  abhorrence  of  the 
fmner  himfelf,  and  he  cannot  help  acknow- 
ledging, that  the  part  he  hath  aded  hath  been 
the  moft  irrational  and  abfurd.  Hence  it  is, 
that  bad  men,  who  cannot  reconcile  them- 
felves to  the  rules  of  virtue,  yet  commend 
and  approve  it  in  others;  and  though  they 
cannot  perfuade  themfelves  to  part  with  their 
own  fms,  yet  very  freely  condemn  them, 
when  pra<5tifed  by  others  -,  becaufe  in  them 
they  view  them  without  partiality,  and  have 
no  interefl  to  bias  them  to  pafs  a  wrong 
judgment    concerning    the   nature    of  them. 

Hence 
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Hence  alfo  when  bad  men  come  to  the  clofe 
of  life,  they  are  frequently  filled  with  the 
flrongeO:  convi<flions  of  the  folly  and  unrea- 
fonablenefs  of  their  paft  condu6l,  becaufe 
then  thi:ir  refledions  are  deliberate  and  feri- 
ous,  the  charm  that  blinded  and  rendered 
them  iaienfible  is  broken,  they  fee  things  as 
they  really  are,  and  grow  diflreiled  for  that 
they  have  lived  under  fo  long  and  fatal  a 
deluiion. 

And   this  anxiety  of  mind  that  arifes   from 
a  clear  apprehenlion  of  the  intrinjic  evil  and 
exceeding  Jinfulnefs  of  Jin  ^  is  greatly  heightened 
and,  aggravated,  when   men  come  to  confider 
the  pr^b  ble  and  certain  confequences  of  their 
crimes,  and  ih^ijuture  tribunal  before  which 
they  muft  finiUy  anfwer  for  all  the  irregulari- 
ties  and  exctfles  of  their  lives.     Every  one 
knows,  that  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
mind,  he  is  accountable  in  his  very  nature,  and 
this  is   a  ftrong  prefumption  that  he  fhall   be 
aclually  accountable  ;  for  it  cannot  well  be  fup- 
pofed,    that  God  would  endow  man  with   fo 
very  extraordinary  a  capacity  for  no  reafon, 
or  with  an  intention,  that  this  wonderful  pro- 
perty of  his  nature  (liould  be  abfoluteiy  ufelefs. 
As  well  may  we  fuppofe,  that  he  gave  him  the 
faculty   of  perception   without    defigning    he 
ihould  perceive,    or  the  power  of  governing 
himfelf  by  reafon  and  judgment,    without  any 
purpofe  and   view  of  his  diredling  his    cour 
dudt  by  either.     And  indeed  this  perfuaiion 
of  our  being  finally  accountable  for  our  prcr 
fent  behayiqurj  is  wrought  into  our  frame,  and 

ciofeiy 
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clofely  connedled  with  the  belief  of  the  being 
and  providence  of  God  ;  and  though  too  many 
do  not  habitually  attend  to  it,  as  they  ought 
to  do,  yet  few  or  none  can  wholly  get  rid  of 
the  apprehenlion,    and  there  are  feafons  and 
intervals  of  reflecStions,    in   which   the   awful 
thought  will  recur,  and  ftrike  them  with  an 
heart-felt  terror  for  what  may  be  the  dreadful 
confequence  of  their  part;  tranfgreffions.     In 
more   ingenuous   and   fenfible   perfons,    thefe 
terrors  produce  repentance,    amendment,    and 
acceptance  of  the  mercy  and  falvation,  which 
God  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  offer  by  Chrift ; 
whilfl  others  whofe  bad  habits   are  incurable, 
and  who  are  fo  thoroughly  hardened  in  lin  as 
to  be  incapable  of  being  reclaimed,  get  rid  of 
their  fears,  by  keeping,  as  far  as  they  can, 
out  of  the  way  of  every  thing  that  may  awaken 
and  irritate  them ;  and  either  involve  them- 
felves  more  entirely  mfecular  purfuits,  or  iw- 
merje  themfelves  deeper  mfenfual  and  criminal 
pleafures,  to  lilence  and  extinguilh  the  voice 
of  confcience,  and  utterly  fupprefs  all  the  fears 
of  a  future  judgment.     And  indeed  the  confi- 
deration,    that   there  is  a   day  appointed,    in 
which,  upon  the  Chriftian  fcheme,  all  men 
muft  account  for  their  adions  before  the  im- 
partial tribunal  ofChriJi,  and  receive  according 
to  the  things  done  in  the  body,  whether  good  or 
evil,  the   retributions  of  eternal  life  or  death, 
prefents  fo  many  reafons  of  fear  and  diArefs  to 
the  minds  of  habitual  finners,  as  that  there  Is 
no  way  to  fecure  themfelves  from  them,   but 
either  by  defperately  hardening  their  confciences, 

fo 
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fo  as  to  render  them  wholly  callous  and  infen- 
lible,  and  madly  refolving  to  bury  all  ferious 
thought  and  reflecftion,   that  the   nature  and 
confequences  of  their  adiorts  may  never  trouble 
them ;  or  by  that  fafer  method,  which  reafon 
fuggefts,  revelation  points  out,  and  wife  men 
always  have  recourfe  to  j  a  timely  retreat  from 
the  guilty  and  deftruclive  paths  of  fm,  a  fincere 
return  to  their  duty  to  God  by  the  pradice  of 
righteoufnefs,    and   a  thankful  acceptance  by 
faith   of  that  eternal  redemption^    which  hath 
been  wrought  out  for  them  by  the  fufferings 
and  death  and  interceffion  of  Jefus  Chrift.     If 
our  ^pprehenfions  and  fears  are  attended  with 
thefe  kindly  and  happy  efFed:s,  the  caufes  of 
them  will  at  once  ceale,  and  they  will  give  us 
no  farther  uneafinefs  and  pain.    The  moll  lively 
defcriptions  of  piety  and   virtue  will  not  caufe 
confcience   to  upbraid  us   with  the  want  of 
them  ;  and  though  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  in 
the  final  judgment  fhould  be  fet  before  us,  in 
the  moft   awful    and    awakening  reprefenta- 
tions ;    the  remembrance  that  we  have  been 
perfiiaded  by  them^  to  live,  not  unto  oiirfehes, 
but  unto  him,  who  died  for  us,  and  rofe  again, 
will  keep  us  in  perfedl  peaCe  in.  the  believing 
profpe(5l   of  that   important   event,    and   in- 
fpire  the  fecret   and    bleffed   hope,    that    wei 
fhall  obtain  mercy  in  this  great  day  of  the  Lord. 
Once  more, 

7.  We  may  learn  from  the  account  here 
given  us  of  the  condudl  of  Felix,  the  exceeding 
great  deceitfulnefs  of  Jin,  in  caufing  men  to 

fuppre/s 
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fiipprefs  thofe  friendly  convi^ions  they  ought 
to  cherifh,  and  to  defer  their  repentance  and 
reformation  to  fome  future  and   diilant  oppor- 
tunity.    When  his  confcience  fmote  him  for 
the  crimes,  which  St.  Pauh  preaching  brought 
to  his  remembrance,  and  he  found  himfelf  not 
able  to  endure  the  reproaches  of  it,  what  doth 
he  do  to  quiet  them  ?  Inftead  of  refolving  to 
become  immediately  a  better  man,  and  remove 
the  real  caufes  of  his  fears,  he  refolves  to  get 
rid  of  the  Apofile,  and  to  hear  nothing  more 
concerning  that  faith  in  Chrift,  which  did  not 
fuit  with  his  inclinations  and  charader,  and 
made  him  extreamly  uneafy,    when   he  faw 
his  own  features,    as   they   were  drawn  and 
prefented  to  him  by  the  prifoner  at  his  bar. 
Felix  trembled,  and  anfwered  him :  Go  thy  wayi 
'when  I  have  a  convenient  feafon,  I  will  call  for 
thee ',  when  I  am  more  at  leifure  to  attend  fuch 
difcourfes,    and  better  difpofed  for  repentance 
and  reformation,    I  will  hear  thee  again   on 
this  fubjed.     And  here  the  behaviour  of  this 
unhappy  man  is   a  true  reprefentation  of  the 
temper  and  condud:  of  too  many  in  our  oivn 
times.     They  cannot   with  all  their  art  and 
ftruggles   with  themielves,  rid  themfelves  of 
the  belief  of  the  great  principles  of  religion. 
The  difference  between  moral  good  and  evil, 
the  accountablenefs  of  all  men  in  a   future 
life,  and  the   rewards  and  punifliments  that 
are  hereafter  to  take  place  in  confequence  of 
the  final  judgment,  appear  with  fuch  evidence 
and  convidion   to  their  minds,  as   that  they 
cannot  difcard  them  as  precarious  and  falfe. 

Though 
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Though  they  often  wifh  to  do  it,  and  pradiie 
every  method  to  obtain  their  wifh,  that  a  bad 
heart,  and  a  perverted  judgment  can  dictate 
to  them  ',  yet  flill  confcience  frequently  re- 
luctates, and  reafon  continues,  in  every  hour 
of  refiedion,  to  fuggeft:  For  all  thej'e  things 
God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment  ^  and  the  end 
of  them  muit  be  death.  Upon  this  account 
they  are  Uable  to  perpetual  fufpicion  and  fear. 
Their  very  pleafures  are  often  interrupted. 
Every  place,  every  company  is  difpleaiing  to 
them,  where  the  principles  of  religion  are  the 
fubje<ft  of  converfation  :  If  they  at  any  time 
attend  the  folemnities  of  worfhip,  nothing 
is  more  burthenfome  to  them  than  public  in- 
ilrudtion.  Every  defcription  t)f  vice  is  a  de- 
fcription  of  themfelves.  Every  commendation 
of  virtue,  and  excitement  to  the  duties  of  the 
Chriftian  life,  is  a  reproach  of  their  cbndut^  ; 
and  if  the  terrors  of  the  judgment-day  are  im- 
partially and  ferioufly  displayed,  there  is  fome- 
what  whithin  them  that  immediately  makes  the 
application,  and  tells  them  :  Thou  mujl  appear 
before  the  judgment-feat  ofChrifly  and  ftand  ac- 
quitted or  condemned  by  his  fentence.  Hence 
arifes  confcious  fhame  and  fear;  fhame  to  fee 
themfelves  drawn  in  all  the  odious  colours  of 
vice  that  deform  them ;  and  fear,  becaufe  put 
in  mind  of  that  great  event,  in  which  they 
themfelves  are  fo  nearly  and  deeply  interefled. 

And  as  this  pame  arifes  from  a  real  con- 
viction, that  they  cannot  fapprefs,  of  the  na- 
tural mtrmfic  evil  of  fm,  and  their  y^^^rj  are 

excited 
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excited   by  the  confideration  of  that  day  of 
account,  which  they  can  neither  prevent   or 
defer  ;  one  would  think  that  the  worii  oi  men, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  (liould  immediately  re- 
folve  to  remove  the  caufes  of  both,   and  w^hen 
convinced  oi  the    folly   and    danger  of  their 
courfes,    determine  without  delay  to  correal 
.and  amend  them.     For  why  (liould   they  be 
afhamed  of  fm,  if  there  be  nothing  odious  and 
vile  in   it  ?   Why   {hould   the   recolledion   of 
their  crimes  ever  make  them  tremble,  if  there 
be  no  evil  confequences  that  await   the  com- 
miffion  of  them  ?  Or  why  fhould  the  thoughts 
of  a  future  judgment  appall  and  diftrefs   them, 
if  there  be  no  foundation  for  the   belief  of  it, ' 
or  if  they  can  vindicate  their  condud:   before 
the  impartial  tribunal  of  a  righteous  God  ? 
And  yet  is  this  always,  or  generally  the  cafe  ? 
No.     In  oppoiition   to  all   their  mod  ferious 
apprehensions,,  as  though  the  principles  of  re- 
ligion were  all  precarious,  and  had  no  evidence, 
'Or  fhew  of  evidence   to  fupport  them,    and 
•all  the  alarms   and  terrors  of  their  confciences 
were  the  moft  irrational   and  vain,    and  mere 
phantoms,    raifed   by  imagination   and  fuper- 
fiition ;    they  cannot   refolve   to  yield   to   the 
impreffions  of  their   minds;    inftead  oi  che- 
rijhing  their  convi^lions,  they  ftudy  i^fupprefs 
them,    and  rather  than  improve  their  fenfe  of 
danger  to     the   purpofe   of  felf-prefervation, 
their  care  is  to  extinguidi  it,    that   thev  mav 
continue  in   their  vices,  without  any  thincr  to 
interrupt  them,  and  boldly  prefs   on   to   ruin. 
Vol.  11.  R  wlfiout 
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without  ever  thinking  or  feeing  the  dreadful 
deftrudion  that  is  before  them.  Hence  they 
JImn  the  company  of  wife  and  cautious  men, 
bccaufe  they  hate  their  admonitions,  and  de- 
fire  to  be  under  no  reftraint  from  thpir  autho- 
rity and  example.  A$  for  ^11  public  inJiru5iion, 
they  efleem  it  impertinent,  becaufe  they  ge- 
nerally find  it  contrary  to  their  tafte,  and  in- 
troducing into  their  minds  certain  troublefome 
guefts,  they  have  no  incUnation  to  harbour, 
or  have  any  kind  of  acc|uaintance  with;  and 
therefore  utterly  defert  the  hoiife  of  God,  caft 
contempt  on  the  means  that  {hould  bring 
thfim  to  reflexion,  and  as.  for  preachers,  their 
language  is  :  Go  your  way,  we  are  not  at  lei  fur  e 
to  hear  or  regard  you.  Keep  your  grave  lelfons 
to  yourfelves.  When  the  feafon  of  pleafure 
and  enjoyment  is  over,  it  will  be  then  time 
enough  to  attend  and  liften  to  them.  If  at 
any  time,  by  fome  peculiar  circumftances,  or 
by  the  continued  obftinacy  of  confcience  in 
rebuking  them,  their  fears  are  roufed,  and 
their  apprehenfions  of  danger  revive  and  grow 
ftrong,  inftead  of  improving  the  one,  or  pru- 
dently hearkening  to  the  othef,  they  run  from 
themf elves  to  their  companions  in  fin  for  refuge, 
and  bury  all  rcflec5]:ion  -  and  fear  in  frefh  a(5ts 
of  riot  and  intemperance;  whereby  all  their 
awes  of  God's  difpleafure  entirely  vanifh,  anci 
lofe  ail  their  efficacy  and  power;  and  they 
learn  to  make  themfelves  eafy,  not  by  the 
neceffary  care  to  ward  off  the  danger  tha^ 
threatens  them,   but  by  methods  that  enhance 

their 
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their  ^^uilt,  and  render  them  expofed  to  a  more 
ao-aravated  deflrudion.  Such  is  the  ftrength 
of^their  corrupt  habits,  fo  dreadfully  are  they 
enflaved  to  their  paffions,  and  fo  entirely 
hardejied  and  blinded  by  the  deccitfuhefs  offiriy 
that  rather  than  be  prevailed  with  immediately 
to  liften  to  the  faithful  admonitions  of  their 
own  minds,  the  friendly  fuggeftions  of  the 
good  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  loudeft  calls  of 
their  intereft  and  duty^  they  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  them  all,  dill  defer  their  return  to  God, 
and  refufe  to  become  reconciled  to  him, 
and  thus  render  the  ftrivings  of  his  Spirit, 
and  all  the  endeavours  of  his  providence  and 
o-race,  abfolutely  ineffedtual  to  convert  and 
fave  them. 

8.  Lallly,  this  paffage  fhews  us  the  true 
reajon,  why  corrupt  and  profligate  men  throw- 
up  all  regard  to  public  inflruclion,  and  treat 
the  inftitutions  of  religion  with  negligence  and 
contempt,  and  the  extreme  folly  of  this 
condudl-.  Felix  trembled  when  St.  Paul  rea- 
foned  of  moral  virtues  and  a  future  judgment 
to  come.  And  what  was  the  method  he  took 
to  get  rid  of  the  pannic  that  feized  him  on 
fo  important  an  occafion?  The  natural  and 
reafonable  one  undoubtedly  was,  to  attend  to 
the  real  caufes  of  it,  and  endeavour  the  cure 
and  removal  of  them.  If  he  trembled  at  the 
dodtrine  of  a  future  judgment,  becaufe  he  was 
confcious  that  he  had  violated  the  obligations 
of  righteoufnefs  and  temperance,  he  (hould, 
if  he  had  aded  the  wife  and  prudent  part, 
R  2  have 
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have    immediately    refolved    to     forfake    his 
former  vices,    to    become    a  jiifl:    and    tem- 
perate   man,    and    embrace    thofc    do(ftrines 
of  Chrifiianity,    which  would   have   reftorcd 
him,  upon  his  recovery  to  virtue,  to  the  full 
poiieflion  and  peace  of  his  mind,  and  enabled 
him  to  think  of  the  day  of  future  retribution 
even  with  comfort  and  fatisfadion.     But  how 
contrary    was    the  condud  of  this    unhappy 
Kofnan  f  Felix  trembled  and  anfwered :  Go  thy 
way  for  this  time  j  when  I  have  a  convenietit 
feafon,  I  will  call  for  thee.     Ke  could  not  per- 
fuade  himfelf  to  become  a  better  man.     The 
fpoils  of  vioknce  and  tyranny  were  too  large 
to  be  given  up  for  the  moderate  advantages 
of  a  juft  and  equitable  government.     Dri^filla'^ 
adulterous  chirms   had  infniuated  themfelves 
too  deep  into  his  heart  for  him  to  prevail  with 
himfelf  to  renounce   them  ;    and  though   the 
dodtrine  of  a  judgment  to  come  awakened  in 
him  fuch  convictions  as  made  him  fit  uneafy 
upon  his   tribunal,  yet  rather  than  yield  to 
them,    his    heart  immediately    fuggefted    an 
eafier  and  fpeedier  method   to  get  rid  of  his 
terrors,  than  by  repentance  and  reformation ; 
'VIZ.  hy  dijmijjingih^^  ^souh\t(on\t  preacher,  and 
refolving  to  hear  no  more  of  that  faith  in  Chrifl, 
which  he  found  fo  troublefome  find  oifenfive 
to  him.     But  how  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of 
pi  udence  is  fuch  a  condud;  ?  If  there  be  nothing 
in  immorality  and  wickednefs  that  is  wrong, 
no  fatal  and  deftrudive  confequences  attending 
it,    why    fiiould   the   confcioufnefs    of  mens 
A.  crmes 
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crimes  ever  render  them  uneafy  ?  If  the  doc- 
trine of  a  life  and  judgment  to  come  be  in  its 
nature  abfurd,  ot  if  vice  cart  hold  up  its  head, 
and  urge  any  fufficient  apology  in  iti5  own  vin- 
dication  at  the  impartial  tribunal  of  God,  'tis 
ridiculous   and  unmanly  to  be  in  any  terror  at 
the  thoughts  of  it.     This  would  be  to  fear 
where   no  fear  is,    and  the   effea  of  a  vam 
and   irrational    fuperftition ;    and  if  men  can 
goon  in  the  pradice  of  iin  without  danger, 
and  with  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
their   own  reafon  and  judgment,    they   may 
proceed  with  eafe,  and  can  have  nojudcaufe 
for  uneafinefs  and  dread. 

But  if  men  are  confcims  to  themfehesy  upon 
impartial  refleaion,  that  fm  hath  an  intrinlic 
turpitude  and  folly   in  it,  that  it  is^  injurious . 
to  all  the  beft  interefts  of  human  life,  that  it 
is  in  its  naturb  ofFenfive  to  God,  and  muft  fall 
under  his  iinal  cenfure  and  condemnation,  and 
they  themfelves  tre??2blc  in  the  intervals  of  feri- 
ous  refledtion,  at  the  apprehended  confequences 
of  it,  what  can  poflibly  vindicate   the  longer 
continuance  in  it  for  an  hour  or  a  day  ?  Jf  any 
of  us  are  confcious  that  we  have  been  offenders 
againft  God ;  that   we  have  been  chargeable 
.    with  injuftice,  oppreflion,    and  fraud  in  our 
tranfadions  with   men,  that  we  have  in  any 
inftances  aded  contrary  to  the  rules  of  fobriety, 
temperance  and  chaftity,  and  if  we  know  that 
the  wrath  of  God  will  be   revealed  againft  ail 
thefe    and  the  like  inftances  of  immorality, 
why  Ihould  we  not  immediately  put  away  all 
R  o  thefe 
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thefe  things  by  repentance  ?  Say  not  in  your 
hearts  to  the  convictions  of  your  own  breafls, 
and  the  fears  that  arife  in  them,  in  confe- 
cpence  of  thefe  con  virions,  hke  Felix  to  Paul : 
Go  your  way  for  this  time ;  when  we  have  a  con- 
ijenient  feaJfoUi  we  will  call  for  you.  What  fea- 
fon  can  be  more  convenient  to  ceale  to  do  evil^ 
and  learn  to  do  w^eli,  than  the  prefent  ?  Why 
fhould  v^e  bid  thefe  fuggeftions  of  confcience 
go  their  way,  which  are  in  their  nature  friendly 
and  falutary,  are  excited  in  us  by  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  and  may  be  improved  by  us 
to  our  everlafting  welfare  and  fafety  ?  If  we 
difmifs  them  now,  when  think  we  will  that 
convenient  feafon  come,  when  we  fliall  be 
better  able  or  willing  to  entertain  them  ?  It 
is  a  wife  maxim  in  commercial  life,  never  to 
leave  any  important  bufinefs.  till  to-morrow^ 
that  may  and  ought  to  be  done  to-day.  And 
it  is  equally  a  rule  of  prcidence  in  all  the 
more  important  affairs  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality, and  in  which  our  own  eternal  falva- 
lion  and  happinefs  are  concerned.  To-day 
is  what  we  have  in  2£^\xA poffefjion.  But  what 
is  to-morrow. 

To-morrow  Is  a  feafon  ne'er  may  come, 
Th'  unmeaning  language  of  the  thought* 

lefs  fool. 
That  knows  not  how  to  rate  the  paffing 

hour. 
To-m.orrow  is  the  lifelefs  lluggard's  dream. 
Who  wailes  the  precious  moments  of  to» 
day. 

Tis 
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'Tis  the  falfe  didate  of  a  treacherous  heart. 
That  flrives  to  cheat  thee  of  the  prefent 

feafon. 
By  fond,  delufive  hopes  of  what  is  future. 
Falfe  trifler's  always  coming :  Yet  retiring. 
'Tis  ftill  to-day;     Whole  months  and  years 

pafs  on, 
And   life   runs    dutj    before    to-morrow's 

found. 

Thus  itien  deceive  themfelves  out  of  theif 
f)refent  intereft  and  duty^  and  are  prevailed 
on  to  poftpone  to  fome  diftant  opportunity 
what  is  their  immediate  concern,  and  can 
never  be  delayed  without  expofing  themfelves 
to  the  utmoft  hazard  of  final  deftrudion, 
Religiori  arid  virtue  ihould  enter  into  every* 
age  and  condition  of  life.  They  claim  the  at- 
tention, deferve  the  regard,  arid  will  reward 
the  care  ofyou?2g  and  o/d,  rich  and  poor.  The 
tempef  they  create  is  the  only  fource  of  felf- 
enjoyment  and  real  happinefs.  They  regulate 
and  heighten  all  the  valuable  pleafures  of  life, 
will  give  that  comfort  and  peace  in  refiedion, 
tvhich  will  effedually  preferve  Us  from  bondage 
through  the  fears  of  death  -,  and  whenever  that 
important  moment  comes,  which  is  to  fepa- 
rate  us  from  all  the  amufements  and  enjoy- 
ments of  the  prefent  life,  even  whenfefh  and 
heart  jhall  fail  us i  and  that  hour  will  approach, 
when  nothing  external  Ihall  be  able  to  fup- 
port  US;  then  the  confcioufnefs  of  fincerity 
in  our  Chriftian  profeffion,  of  a  timely  re- 
R  4.  >  formation 
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formation  from  our  fins,  and  our  having 
been  governed  by  the  principles  and  rules  of 
Chriftianity  will  infpire  with  a  fecret  pleafure, 
and  fupport  through  the  mediation  and  merits 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  a  lively  hope  of  final 
acceptance  with  God,  and  be  rewarded  with 
an  abundant  entrance  into  his  eternal  kingdom 
and  glory. 


SER- 
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SERMON    XIII. 

Self-Dedication   to   GOD  explained. 

Rom.  xii.   i. 

I  befeech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies 
of  God,  that  ye  prefeni  your  bodies  a  living 
facrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  'which  is 
your  reafonabk  fervice. 


■^  H  E  S  E  words  are  evidently  an 
inference  from  what  the  Apoftle  had 
been  faying  in  the  foregoing  chapters,  and 
efpecially  from  what  he  had  been  reafoning, 
concerning  the  introduction  of  the  Gentiles 
into  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  the  room  of 
the  Jews,  whom  God  rejefled  for  their 
unbelief  and  incurable  wickednefs.  And  as 
this  admiffion  of  the  Gentiles  into  the  king- 
dom and  church  of  the  Meffiah  was  an 
invaluable  privilege,  and  owing  to  the  mere 
undeferved  grace  and  favour  of  God,  he 
puts  them  in  mind  how  much  it  became 
them  to  ad  fuitable  to  the  advantages  they 
were  made  partakers  of,  as  they  would  not 
fhare  the  fate  of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  whom 
he  utterly   cut  off  from   being  his  peculiar 

people. 
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people.  To  {hew  therefore  the  Gentile  con» 
verts,  what  the  Chriftian  name  and  profeffion 
demanded  of  them,  and  what  was  the  fervice 
they  were  to  perform,  in  virtue  of  their  being 
called  to  inherit  the  bleffings  of  the  gofpel 
covenant,  he  addrelTes  to  them  the  exhortation 
contained  in  my  text:  I befeech you  therefore, 
brethren^  by  the  mercies  of  God^  thatyeprefent 
your  bodies  a  living  facrifce,  holy^  acceptable  unto 
God,  which  is  your  reafonable fervice.  In  fpeak- 
ing  to  which  words  I  fhall  confider, 

I.  The  nature  of  the  exhortation.     Arid 
n.    The  manner  and   motives  in  and  by 
which  he  enforces  it, 

I.  I  am  to  confider  the  nature  of  tile  exhor- 
tation, viz.  that  they  viox}\dL  prefent  their  bodies 
a  living,  holy,  acceptable  facrifice  unto  God-i 
which  words  are  an  allulion  to  the  ancient 
method  of  worfliipping  God  by  facrifices  > 
the  facrifices  of  dead  beafts,  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  God,  confecrated  to  him  as  his 
efpecial  and  peculiar  property,  and  were  to  be 
offered  according  to  thofe  rules  which  were 
prefcribed  by  him  for  this  purpofe^  The  fa- 
crifice that  is  here  in  an  efpecial  manner 
referred  to,  is  the  Holocauji,  or  whole  burnt- 
offering  j  which  was  entirely  confumed  by 
fire  upon  the  altar,  and  no  part  of  it  to  be 
put  to  any  other  ufe  whatfoever.  Agreeable 
to  this  ancient  cuflom  of  worfhipping  God 
by  facrifices,  the  Apoftle  defcribes  the  nature 
of  that  wordiip  which,  as  Chriflians,  we  are 
to  pay   him,    under  the  facrifical  expreflion 

of 
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of  prefenting  ourfelves  as  facrifices  to  God> 
or  entirely  devoting  ourfelves  to  his  ufe  and 
fervice.     Confider  here, 

J.  That  the  facrifice  which  the  Apoftle 
here  is  fpeaking  of,  is  that  of  our  bodies. 
/  befeech  you,  that  ye  prefent your  bodies  a  living 
facrifice  wito  God-,  and  he  mentions  the  body- 
particularly,  becaufe,  as  I  have  obferved,  he 
refers  to  the  facrifices  under  the  law,  which 
confifted  of  the  bodies  of  beafts.  But  then 
it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  the  whole  perfon 
is  frequently  intended  by  either  of  the  elTential 
parts  of  which  our  frame  is  compounded,  in 
the  facred  writings,  and  in  thofe  of  profane 
authors,  the  mofl  polite  and  elegant  of  them  ; 
becaufe  the  foul  and  body  conftitute  the  per- 
fon; the  body  not  adling  but  as  animated  by 
the  foul,  and  the  foul  employing  the  feveral 
members  of  the  body  to  execute  its  fecret  pur- 
pofes  and  defires. 

Thus  when  it  is  faid  J,  every  foul  which  will 
not  hear  that  prophet  ffmll  be  dejlroyed ;  no  one 
need  to  be  told  that  the  meaning  is,  every 
perfon  without  exception  ',  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  men  are  faid  to  dipoonour  their  bo- 
dies by  particular  crimes,  and  commanded 
to  love  their  wives  as  their  own  bodies,  the 
meaning  is  difhonouring  themfelves,  and  lov-. 
ing  their  wives  as  themfelves ;  and  thus  the 
prefenting  our  bodies  to  God  is  the  prefent- 
ing ourfelves  to  him  in  our  entire  perfons, 
foul  and  body  without  exception.     There  is, 

X  Afts  iii.  23. 

6  however. 
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liowever,  a  peculiar  propriety  in  this  expreffion 
of  prefenting  our  bodies  to  God  -,  becaufe  as 
the  prefenting  the  Holocauji  to  God  was  an 
open,  public  a6b,  fo  alfo  muil  the  confecra- 
ticn  of  ourfelves  to  him  be.     It  muft  appear 
that  we  are  devoted  to  his   fervice,    and  as 
really  feparated  from  all  the  corruptions  and 
pollutions  of  the  world,  as  the  Holocauji  was 
from  all  ordinary  and  civil  ufes  whatfoever. 
Now   the   foul  ads  by  the  body,  which  exe- 
cutes all  its  fecret  purpofes,  and  is  the  proper 
inftrument  which  it  employs  to  perform  its 
intentions  and  refolutions.     We  know  nothing 
of  Vhat  paffes  in  the  minds  of  men,  what 
the  governing  ftate  of  their  paflions  and  af- 
feftions,  what  their  prevailing  difpofitions  to 
God  or  man,  but  as  they   are  difcovered  by 
fome  fuitable  adions  of  the  body.     Thefe  are 
a  certain  indication  of  them,  and   the  pre- 
tence of  being  devoted  to  God  in  our  minds 
and  hearts,  when  the  adtions  of  our  lives  dif- 
cover  nothing  of  it,  or  when  our  bodies   are 
employed  in  and  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  fin, 
and  alienated  from  God,  is  both  hypocrify  and 
impiety ;  and  therefore  the  body,  as  aduated 
hy  the    mind,    and  employed   by  it   in   the 
whole  condud  of  life,  is  the  facrijice  of  which 
the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  and  which  he  befeeches 
us   by  the   mercies'  of  God  to  confecrate  to 
him.     And  as  it  is   the  Holocaiiji,  or   whole 
burnt-offering,  which  the  Apoftle  he  realludes 
to,  which   was  entirely,  and  in  all  its  parts 
appropriated  to  God  ^   he  muft  mean  by  the 
body,  which  he  compares  to  it,  the  entire  per- 

fon  i 
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fon ;  the  body  in  its  whole  fabric,  with  all 
its  members  and  various  adions  3  and  the  mind, 
with  all  thofe  rational  powers  and  faculties, 
by  which  the  body  in  all  its  operations  is  in- 
fluenced and  governed.  This  is  farther  evident 
from  what  the  Apollle  adds, 

2.  That  we  muft  prefentour  bodies  a  living 
facrifice  unto  God.     A  living  facrijice  ftands  here 
in  oppofition  immediately  to  the  dead  bodies  of 
flain  beafts,  which  were  prefented  to,  and  of- 
fered on  God's  altar.     This  of  itfelf  was  an 
offering  of  no  worth,  and  might  be  prefented 
by  the  offerer  without  a  fingle  difpofition  of 
■  oenuine  piety,  and  therefore  had   no  jntrinfic 
efficacy   and  power  to  render  the  offerer  ac- 
ceptable to  God.     Under  the  gofpel  God  re- 
quires a  nobler  facrifice,  a  facnfice  of  intrin- 
fic  worth,  v/hich  whoever  prefents,  prefents 
the  moft  valuable  offering  he  can  bring,  and 
the  beil  gift  that  God  can  alk  or  receive  from 
him.     Thou   muft  prefent  thy  body,    thyfelf, 
Chriftian,  a  living  facrifice  to  God  -,  thy  body, 
as  animated  by  the  rational  immortal  fpirit  -, 
thy  body,  not  as   acting  by  inftind   and  in- 
clination, not  as  performing  lifelefs,  dead,  un- 
profitable rites  and  ceremonies  ;  but  as  aduated 
by  realbn  and  confcier.ce,  quickened  and  em- 
ployed by  principles  of  faith  j  excited  by  hope, 
reverence,  affedion,    and  gratitude;    purified 
and  enlivened  by  the  facred  influences  of  the 
good  Spirit  of  God;  and  thus  rendered  habile 
and  fit  for  all  the  worthy  and  excellent  fervices 
of  true  piety  and  goodnefs.     All  mere  bodily 
^dions,  without  thefe  facred  fprings  and  mo- 
tives 
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tives  to  them,  are,  in  the  moral  fenfe,  the 
actions  of  a  dead  body;  which  then  only  pro- 
perly lives,  when  it  is  under  the  habitual  direc- 
tion of  the  principle  of  a  divine  and  fpiritual 
life,  that  prompts  to  a  reafonable  behaviour, 
and  fuch  a  condu(51:  as  hath  no  dependence  on 
animal  inftincts,  but  is  infpired  by  the  wor- 
thieft  fentiments,  and  diredted  to  the  moft 
excellent  ends  and  purpofes.  The  offering 
our  bodies  to  God  in  this  fenfe  is  the  great  re- 
quirement of  Chrillianity,  'tis  the  one  great 
comprehenfive  obligation  of  our  Chriftian  pro- 
feflion,  and  what  the  Apoiile  means  by  his 
exhortation  of 

3.  Prefenting  our  bodies  as  a  living  facrifice 
to  God,  The  word  prefeiit  is  a  facrifical  term, 
and  denotes  the  bringing  the  bealt  that  was 
intended  for  the  oblation,  to  the  temple  and 
altar  of  God,  and  thus  offering  it  as  a  gift 
peculiarly  devoted  to  him ;  and  is  ufed  with 
gieat  propriety  by  our  Apollle,  in  this  ex- 
hortation of  my  text  to  the  Koman  converts, 
that  they  (hould  devote  and  confecrate  them- 
felves  to  God.  For  this  prefenting  ourfelves 
to  him  implies,  \ht  ferious  achioii^kagment  of 
God's  fupream  and  -M^Ml^propej^ty  in  us ;  the 
deliberately,  abfolutsly,  yielding  ourfelves  to  him, 
to  be  in  all  thincrs  governed  bv  his  will,  and  to 
employ  all  the  powers  of  our  minds,  and  the 
members  of  our  bodies,  for  thofe  purpofes 
and  ufes,  which  he  originally  intended,  and 
by  the  gofpel  of  Chriil  requires  they  {hould 
be  fubfervient  to;  and  the  firm  2.x\d fixed  re- 
Jolutton  of  our  unlimited fubmifiton  to  his  will,  by 
•  leaking 
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piaking  our  bodies  the  injiriiments  of  i^'ighteouf- 
nejs  unto  God.  The  head  {hould  be  employed 
in  acquainting  ourfelves  with  him,  and  in  the 
moft  lerious  inquiries  info  the  nature  of  our 
duty,  and  the  means  and  fources  of  our  hap- 
pinefs.  The  heart  (hould  cherifh  and  exercifc 
thofe  worthy  affedions  and  difpofitions,  as 
are  fuitable  to  the  various  relations  in  wl.ich 
we  ftand  towards  God  and  man.  The  t'-yes 
fhould  contemplate  God's  works,  and  i\(jva. 
the  order,  beauty  and  harmony  which  tiicy 
difcern  in  them,  furnifh  us  with  ociafions  of 
gratitude  and  praife,  and  diredl  us  into  all 
thofe  paths  of  life,  which  his  vvifdom  end 
goodnefs  have  pointed  to  us  for  our  daily 
perfevera'nce  and  progrefs  in  them.  Our  ton^u\is 
and  our  lips  (hould  be  ever  facred  to  truth,  peace, 
and  righteoufnefs,  employed  for  the  glory  of 
God,  the  intereft  of  religion,  and  the  beiKfit 
and  comfort  of  thofe  we  are  concerntd  with; 
for  the  benevolent  purpofes  of  infli  acting, 
cautioning  and  comforting  them;  in  he^img 
of  differences,  (lopping  unkind  and  unfrienaly 
reports,  putting  the  beft  con(trud:ions  upon 
doubtful  actions,  vindicating  the  abfent  when 
defamed,  and  in  all  other  inftances,  to  which 
the  inward  goodnefs  and  benevolence  of  the 
heart  can  diredt  and  influence  it.  Holy  handsy 
undefiled  with  any  criminal  pradice.*^,  Oiould 
be  lift  up  to  God  in  prayer  and  tl.ankfgiving, 
and  be  employed  in  all  the  facred  fervices  of 
juftice  and  mercy.  Our  Jeet  fhduld  be  fiod 
with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  i.  e, 
p>ould   be  prepared   and    made  ready  to  go 

about. 
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about,  and  carry  us  to  all  thofe  good  and  ex- 
cellent Services  which  the  gofpel  of  peace, 
the  gofpel  which  Commands  us  to  follow  the 
things  that  vmke  for  peace,  diredts  and  en- 
forces us.  When  we  have  thus  confecrated 
ourfelves  entirely  to  God,  look  upon  ourfelves 
as  his  property,  renounce  every  claim  to  our 
obedience  that  (lands  in  competition  with  his, 
refolve  upon  an  .entire  fubmiffion  to  his  au- 
thority and  will,  and  aduaily  devote  ourfelves 
to  him,  to  glorify  him  with  foul  and  body, 
from  the  firm  convidion  that  both  are  his, 
and  with  the  entire  confent  and  approbation 
of  our  own  hearts,  then  v*^e  mav  be  faid  in 
the  full  fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  to  prefent  our 
bodies  as  a  real  living  Sacrifice  to  God.  And 
v*^hat  the  Apoille  farther  adds,  as 

4,  An  holy  facrifice.  Prefent  your  bodies  a 
living  facrifice,  holy^  unto  God,  The  allufion  is 
ftill  kept  up  to  the  facrifices  under  the  law, 
which  were  to  be  abfolutely  without  blemifli, 
infomuch  that  whatever  beaft  had  any  thing 
fuperfluous  or  defedive,  it  v/as  declared  unfit 
for  a  facrifice  to  God,  and  rejeded  from  being 
offered  on  God's  altar.  Under  the  New 
Teftament,  as  God  requires  a  more  excellent 
facrifice,  he  doth  alfo  a  more  excellent  kind 
of  Durity,  a  freedorri  from  every  moral  blemifh, 
a  fanBity  of  iuind  and  manners  univerfal  and 
uncorrupted.  God  is  hirafelf  a  Being  of  in- 
finite rectitude  and  purity  of  nature,  who  is 
of  purer  (yes  than  to  behold  iniquity  with  ■ 
approbation,  and  who  as  the  righteous  lord 
hvcth  righteoufmfs,  and' commands  us  to  be 

holy 
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holy  as  he  himfelf  is  holy.  And  this  holi- 
nefs  confifls, 

I.  In  keeping  ourfelves  entirely  free  from 
and  undejlled  with  the  criminal  p  rati  tees  of  a 
corrupt  and  degenerate  world.  Be  ye  not  con- 
formedy  fays  he,  to  this  world^.  He  means  the 
world  in  the  f(9rrz//>/  principles  and  manners  of 
it ;  the  men  of  the  world  as  lying  in  wickednefsy 
and  given  up  to  commit  the  mofl  oifenfive 
crimes.  And  if  men  would  prefent  themftlves 
an  holy,  acceptahle  ficrifice  to  God,  their 
bodies  muft  be  as  free  from  the  ilain  of  thefe 
offences,  as  they  are  from  their  natural  foil, 
when  wafhed  and  cleanfed  with  pure  water; 
or  in  the  Apoftle's  language,  we  muft  purify 
ourf elves  from  all  impurity  both  of  the  fleJJj  and 
fpirit.  The  body,  the  perfon,  thus  purified 
from  all  irrational  brutal  paffions,  and  cleanfed 
from  all  its  former  defilements,  becomes  in 
fome  meafure  an  oifering  fit  to  be  prefented 
to  God.     Efpecially 

2.  When  it  not  only  partakes  of  this  nega- 
tive purity  and  holinefs,  but  is  co?ifecrated  to 
t\\^  practice  of  univerfal right eoufiefsf  and  em- 
ployed in  all  fuitable  indances  of  obedience 
to  God.  For  thus  the  ApofUe  adds  -f- :  Be  ye 
not  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  transformed 
by  the  renewing  oj  your  ?ninds,  that  ye  may  prove 
what  is  the  good,  and  acceptable,  and  per  J  eel  will 
of  God.  \Vhen  we  yield  ourfelves  to  God,  as 
thofe  that  are  alive  from  the  dead,  and  the  menj- 
bers  of  our  bodies,    as  inflruments  of  right e 01  f- 

*  Ver.  2,  t  Ver.  2. 
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nefs  unto  God ;  when  we  have  confecrated  our- 
felves  to  God  for  thefe  faered  purpofes,  and 
the  after  part  of  life  is  fpent  in  fervices  fiiit- 
able  to  fuch  a  folemn  confecration  of  ourfelves 
to  God  ;  then  we  truly  do  honour  to  ourfelves, 
cloath  even  our  bodies  with  a  real  fandity 
and  dignity,  render  them  fit  for,  and  capable 
of  becoming  the  temples  of  God,  and  cannot 
fail  through  the  mediation  of  our  blefled  Lord, 
of  being  approved  and  gracioufly  regarded  by 
him.  'Tis  therefore  no  wonder  the  Apoftle 
adds  farther, 

3.  That  this  will  render  the  facrifice  of 
ouKelves  to  God,  an  offering  well  pie ajing  and 
acceptable  before  him.  Frefent  your  bodies  a 
living  facriJicCi  holy,  acceptable  to  God.  And 
it  is  fo  in  the  nature  of  the  thing-,  the  moralijls 
among  the  heathens  frequently  declaring,  that 
mens  devoting  and  confecrating  themfelves  to 
God,  is  the  bell  offering  that  can  be  prefented 
himj  becaufe  a  man's  felf  is  the  greatefl  and 
mofl  valuable  poffeflion  that  he  hath,  and  that 
tbis  is  the  befl  way  of  honouring  the  Deity. 
And  indeed  what  have  we  to  prefent  more 
than  ourfelves  ?  What  better  can  we  oiier  to 
God,  than  the  homage  of  our  hearts,  purified 
from  all  unworthy  and  criminal  affections,  and 
the  fervice  of  our  bodies  employed  in  works 
of  devotion,  righteoufnefs  and  charity  ?  And 
though  we  have  oftentimes  many  pait  fins  to 
refied:  on,  antecedent  to  cur  being  renewed  in 
the  ipirit  of  our  minds,  and  many  remaining 
imperfections  after  it,  fufiicient  to  make  us 
always  walk  humbly  before  Godj  yet  the  co- 
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"venant  of  Grace,  and  the  mediation  o^  Chriji 
are  a  full  fecurity  againfl  the  condemnation  of 
the  former,  and  his  advocacy  in  heaven    will 
be  effecftually   prevalent   to  obtain  for  us  the 
divine  favour  and  acceptance,  notwithftandino- 
the  latter  -,    fo  that  we  have  all  the  certainty 
we  can   delire  from   the  reafon  of  the  thin?, 
and  all  the  good  hope   and   comfort   that  we 
can  wi(h,  from  the  provifions  of  the  gofpel 
covenant,  that  if  we  yield  ourfelves  to  God, 
by  renouncing  the  corruptions  that  are  in  the 
world  through  luft,  and  becoming  holy  in  our 
meafure  as  God  and  Chrift  are  holv,  he  will 
accept  us  gracioully  and  love  us  freely^     I  need 
not  ufe  many  words  to  fliew  you, 

4.   That   the  thus  prefenting  ourfelves  to 
God,   a   living,   holy,  acceptable    facrifice,  is 
our  reafonable  fernjice ;  a  fervice  reafonable  in 
itfelf,  and  which  therefore  our  own  realbn  and 
confciences  muft  be  convinced  of  the  ncccfiity 
and  advantage  of.     The  fervices  we  are  to  pay 
him  confifts  not  in  rites  and  ceremonies,  bodily 
exercifes,  voluntary   fupsrftitions,  human  in- 
ventions and  ordinances,   which  have  no  in- 
triniic  worth  and  excellency  in  themj  but  in 
thofe  noble  and  fubftantial  inflances  of  piety 
and  virtue,  which  are  of  eternal  and  immuta- 
ble   obligation,     arife   out  of  human   nature, 
are  connected  with  our  relations,  and  fuitable 
to  the  various  circumftances  and  conditions  in 
which  God  hath  placed  us.     There  is  not  a 
lingle    duty   v/e   are    to   pradlife,    relating   to 
God,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  our  neighbour, 
or  ourfelves,  bat  what  is  the  dictate  of  reafon, 
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and  which  every  well  informed  confcience  mufl: 
approve  of.  There  is  not  a  lingle  difpofition 
we  are  commanded  as  Chriftians  to  cultivate,- 
not  one  good  affed:ioii  we  are  to  exercife,  not 
one  of  the  many  virtues  we  are  to  abound  in, 
but  what  have  a  native  excellency  and  dignity 
in  them,-  appear  lovely  to  the  underftanding, 
but  what  are  the  children  of  truth,  but  what 
are  neeeffary  fources  of  peace  and  felf-enjoy- 
ment,  and  in  their  own  nature  elTential  to  our 
prefent  and  eternal  happinefs.  In  a  word,  the 
exhortation  of  my  text,  which  is  comprehen- 
five  of  the  whole  of  Chriftian  piety  and  duty, 
of»prefenting  ourfelves  toGod,  as  living,  holy, 
acceptable  facrifices,  is  the  exhortation  of 
truth  and  reafon  themfelves.  For  whofe  pro- 
perty are  we  but  God's,  who  hath  the  rights 
of  Creator,  Preferver,  Benefa<5lor,  and  Re- 
deemer centering  in  himfelf,  rights  fupream, 
and  unalienable  and  eternal,  that  can  never  be 
lefTened,  never  fuperfeded,  never  ceafe.  And 
therefore  by  prefenting  and  confecrating  our- 
felves  to  him,  we  only  prefent  him  what  is  his 
own,  and  what  it  is  the  higheft  facrilege  and 
impiety  ever  to  alienate  from  him.  /  befeech 
you  thereforcy  brethren^  by  the  mercies  of  God, 
that  ye  prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifiee^  holy, 
and  acceptable  to  God,  'which  is  your  reafonabk 
fewice.     But  this  brings  me  to  the 

II.  General,  which  is  in  a  few  words  to  con- 
fider  the  manner,  and  powerful  motive,  by 
which  the  Apoille  ejpforceth  this  exhortation  : 
/  befeech  you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God, 
And  we  may  here  obferve, 

I.  The 
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1.  The  kind  and  affeSiionate  character  un^- 
der  which  he  addrefles  them.  It  is  that  of 
brethren.  Pie  wholly  lays  afide  the  ibperior 
character  of  an  Apoftle,  and  befpeaks  them 
as  one  upon  a  level  with  them,  and  Vv/ho  de- 
fired  to  be  known  amongft  them,  and  coali- 
dered  by  them  in  the  indearing  relation  of  a 
brother  j  even  though  they  w^ere  Gentiles.^  and 
as  fuch  Jir angers  to  the  covenant  of  pramije, 
nnd  aliens  J  rem  Ifrael.  Though  Chriflianity  is 
not  fuch  a  levelling  fcheme,  as  to  deftroy  the 
feveral  ranks  and  lubordinations  of  men,  that 
God  and  nature  have  eftablillied,  and  to  place 
all  men  upon  an  abfolute  equality ;  but  fup- 
pofes  a  difference  of  ftation  and  charad:er,  and 
commands  all  perfons  faithfully  to  difcharge 
the  duties  belonsino;  to,  and  that  refult  from 

o      o       / 

their  refpedive  relations  and  clalTes;  yet 
as  faith  in  Chriil:  conftitutes  all  men  the 
children  of  God,  and  heirs  ivith  Chri/l  of  the 
heavenly  inheritance,  it  for  this  reafon  renders 
them  alio  brethren  to  each  -other,  and  each 
owes  to  every  one  a  brotherly  affedion  and 
\ovQ.  Brethren  in  the  fame  family  may 
fuflain  very  different  charaders,  and  be  fome 
of  them  in  much  higher  flations,  and  be  en- 
gaged in  more  honourable  employments  than 
others  of  them.  And  as  the  brotherly  relation 
doth  not  take  away  the  obligation  on  thufe 
of  inferior  rank  of  paying  the  refped  th;:t  is 
due  tothofe  in  higher,  fo  neither  doth  it  dif- 
charge thofe  of  them  who  are  in  fupenor  cir- 
cumflances  from  the  exercife  of  that  traternal 
affedion  and  charity  to  their  brethren  of  in- 
S  3  ferior 
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ferior  condition,  which  by  nature  they  have  a 
claim  to.  St.  Pan/  was  undoubtedly,  as  an 
Apofile,  immediately  infpired  and  commir- 
lioned  by  God,  greatly  fuperior  in  character 
and  rank  to  aay  of  thofe  he  converted,  and 
might  have  charged  and  commanded  them  by 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  prefent  themfelves  a 
living  facriiice  to  God,  and  infifled  on  their 
obedience  to  his  orders  as  an  Apofile,  whom 
God  had  commiffioned  to  convert  and  fave 
them.  But  he  prudently  waves  the  apoflolic 
character,  and  addrelles  them  as  upon  a  kind 
of  level,  and  equally  the  children  of  God 
with  himfelf;  that  hereby  he  might  the  more 
infmuate  himfelf  into  their  affedion,  and  by 
fecuring  their  efleem  and  love,  might  the 
more  effedually  prevail  with  them  to  comply 
with  the  exhortation  he  gave  them. 

2.  As  the  charader  in  which  the  Apofile 
applies  to  them  is  condefcending  and  affedi- 
onate,  fo  the  mangier  of  the  addrefs  is  tender 
and  engaging.  But  of  this  in  the  next  dif- 
courfe. 
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r  263  ] 


S  E  R  M  ON     XIV. 

A   Perfuafive  to   prefent  ourfelves   to 
GOD. 

Rom.  xii.    i, 

I  befeech  you  therefore,  brethren,'  by  the  mercies 
of  God;  that  ye  prefent  your  bodies  a  living^ 
facrifice,  holy^  acceptable  unto  God^  which  is 
your  reafonable  fervice. 

HEN  the  reafpnofour  minds  direds 
us  in  our  condu6t,  we  cannot  but 
approve  it ;  and  one  would  think  and  hope 
there  could  be  no  need  of  any  farther  argu- 
ment to  perfuade  and  determine  us  to  fuch  a 
behaviour;  and  as  the  whole  fervice  of  reli- 
gion,, which  is  comprehended  in  xh^prejenting 
our  bodies  to  God,  is  in  every  part  reafonabk,  it 
ihould  be  our  chofen  and  delightful  fervice. 
Our  minds,  and  our  bodies,  by  which  we 
execute  the  purpofes  of  the  mind,  are  equally 
the  property  of  God,  who  is  the  creator  of 
both  ',  and  Ihould  therefore  be  prcfcnted  to 
him  :  /.  e.  We  (hould  very  ferioufiy  acknow- 
ledge his  fupream  intcreft  in  us,   voluntarily 

S  4  and 


264  A  Perfuafive  to  Serm.  14; 

and  chearfuUy  fiibmit  ourfelves  to  him  to  be 
governed  by  his  authority,  and  employ  the 
powers  of  our  minds,  and  the  members  of 
our  bodies,  fo  as  to  keep  them  pure  from  the  , 
defilemenis  of  fin,  and  make  ihtm  fuhfervient 
to  all  the  purpofes  of  real  and  unlverfal  righ- 
teoiifnefs,  in  conformity  to  his  good  and  accep- 
table and  perfed  will.  And  the  thus  prefent^ 
ing  ourfelves  to  him,  as  it  is  thus  highly  rea- 
fonabie  in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  offering  him  a  facrifice, 
that  will  be  well  pleafing  and  acceptable  to  him  ; 
which  is  the  higheft  honour  we  can  be  am- 
bitious of,  and  will  fecure  us,  through  Chrift, 
eve3>y  kind  and  degree  of  real  happinefs^  we 
can  delire  or  enjoy.  And  this  confecration 
of  ourfelves  as  an  holy,  acceptable  facrifice  to 
God,  the  Apoftle  enforces  by  a  very  warm  and 
affecting  exhortation. 

And  as  the  charadler  in  which  he  applies 
to  them  is  condefc ending  and  affeSlionate^  fo  the 
manner  in  w^hicn  he  addrelTes  them  is  tender  and 
engaging.  I  bejcech  you,  brethren.  He  had  a 
right  to  fpeak  to  them  in  a  more  authoritative 
ftile,  and  we  find  him  fometimes  ufing  it  to 
enfore  the  diredlions  he  gave ;  for  on  parti- 
cular occafions  he  exhorts,  and  charges  and 
commands,  as  one  who  fpoke  in  the  name  of 
Chrijly  and  by  his  immediate  authority.  But 
he  generally  ufes  the  lefs  imperious  manner, 
and  as  one  that  knew  mankind,  and  how 
more  ingenuous  tempers  were  to  be  dealt 
with,  addrelTes  himfelf  to  the  more  humane 
pafiions,  and  ftrives  to  wdn  them  over  to  their 
duty    and    interefl,     by    engaging    the    more 

pleafing 
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pleaiing  and  ducflile  afFedlions  in  the  cauie  of 
true  religion  and  goodnefs.  He  befeeches  them, 
as  though  he  was  afking  a  favour  of  them 
for  himfelf,  in  (lead  of  in  treating  them  to  do 
what  God  required  of  them,  and  what  the 
regard  to  their  own  eternal  happinefs  obliged 
them  to  perform.  And  this  method  of  deal- 
ing with  mankind  is  in  its  nature  affeding 
and  perfuafive.  It  fliews  the  tendered  re- 
gard for  the  welfare  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  application  is  made,  and  they  cannot 
help  conceiving  a  very  high  opinion  of  the 
friendlhip  and  benevolent  difpofition  of  one, 
who  in  this  delicate  manner  prelTes  them  to 
regard  his  admonitions,  and  to  do  what  their 
former  habits  and  difpofitions  may  create 
fome  relud:ance  to,  even  though  their  better 
judgments  may  be  convinced  of  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  doing  it.  And  this  opinion  of 
another's  friendfhip  is  itfelf  a  very  powerful 
motive  to  follow  his  advice,  and  yield  to  the 
exhortation  that  he  gives  us. 

This  way  of  addreffing  men  is  alfo  well 
fuited  to  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  the  gojpely 
which  fuppofes  men  reafonable  and  intelligent 
agents,  polTeffed  with  a  proper  degree  of 
liberty^  capable  of  confideration,  of  forming 
a  proper  judgment  of  the  nature  of  things, 
and  difcerning  the  propriety  and  filnefs  and 
intrinfir  goodnefs  of  the  gofpel  exhortations, 
and  the  truth  and  importance  of  thofe  prin- 
ciples and  motives,  by  which  alone  thefe 
exhortations  can  be  powerfully  and  eiTec- 
tually   enforced.      Men    feldom    love   to   be 

com- 
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compelled  to  any  thing  by  bare  authority, 
to.  be  driven  by  j\fbitrary  cornmand,  or  to  be 
forced  by  threaten ings  and  the  mere  terrpr  of 
penalties,  and  the  Ipirit  of  the  go/pel,  is  a 
ipiiit  oi freedom.  Chrill's  people  are  a  willing 
people,  and  when  the  (he?p  follow  this  hea- 
venly fnepherd,  they  do  it  voluntarily,  becaufq 
they  know  bis  voice,  they  underiland  his  call, 
and  have  the  fullePc,  firmed,  conviction  'tis 
the  invitation  of  a  friend,  who  knows  their 
true  intereft,  and  will  lead  them  into  no  paths 
but  thofe  of  fafety  and  happinefs.  ,  To  this 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel  the  affedionate  intreaty^ 
the»,tender.  befeeching,  is  perfed;ly  fuitable,  as 
it  is  free  from  every  thing  of  an  overbearing, 
authoril:ative,  impoiing  difpoiition,  fuppofes 
perfons  mafters  of  thpir  own  ad:ions,  is  a  kind 
of  appeal  to  their  underllandings  and  judge- 
ments, to  their  own  convidlions  and  con- 
fciences,  that  what  they  are  exhorted  to  is 
right  in  itfelf,  and  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance and  neceffity  to  their  true  welfare  and 
happinefs. 

And  let  me  farther  add,  that  this  affec- 
tionate manner  of  addrefs  by  intreaty  and 
tender  perfualion,  is  peculiarly  fuitable  to  the 
nature  of  the  gofpel  exhortations,  as  well  as  to 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  that  runs  through  the 
whole  of  it.  The  exhortation  of  my  text 
is  a  very  important  and  intereliing  one,  an4 
'tis  impofffble  it  can  be  complied  with  by 
compuliion  and  force,  or  as  the  efred  of  mere 
power  and  authority.  Prefent  yourfehes  to 
God,  is  an  exhortation  that  carries  in  the  very 

face 
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face  of  it  choice,  voluntary  confent^  convic- 
tion of  judgment,  and  a- full  perfuafion  that 
fuch  a  confecration  of  ourfelves  to  God,  is 
what  he  requires,  deferves,  and  will  approve 
of',  what  we  ought  to  do  in  duty  and  in- 
tereft,  and,  in  a  word,  that  it  is  a  reajhzable 
fer-vke.  To  befeech  men  to  do  this  is  hu- 
mane, rational,  and  affecting,  is  an  addrefs 
equally  to  their  judgments  and  paffions,  car- 
ries convitftion  and  perfuafion,  implies  and 
tacitly  infinuates  the  danger  of  rcfuling  it, 
intimates  the  propriety,  the  abfolute  neceffity 
and  unfpeakable  advantage  of  the  thing,  and 
when  urged  in  an  affair  of  the  utmofl  con- 
fequence  with  men,  will  have  fome  good 
effed:  with  ingenuous  minds,  and  may  win 
the  confent,  where  a  different  manner  of 
addrefs  may  be  rejected  as  unbecoming  and 
unnatural.  O  that  I  could  find  words,  fuit- 
able  to  the  affedlions  and  f^ntiments  of  my 
own  heart  towards  you,  to  intreat  and  be- 
feech you  this  day,  to  prefent  yourfeives  to 
God,  as  a  living,  holy  facrifice.  Many  re- 
flexions occur  to  my  mind  on  fuch  a  fubject, 
but  as  there  is  no  conlideration  more  power- 
ful and  affcdling  to  enforce  fuch  an  intreaty, 
than  that  of  my  text,  let  us 

3.  In  the  next  place  confider  the  weight 
and  fo?xe  of  that  confideration,  by  which  he 
befeeches  them  to  prefent  themfehes  to  God.-  I 
befeech  you y  brethren,  by  the  fuercies  of  God.  He 
ufes  the  word  irt  the  plural  number.  Mercies, 
•  either  to  denote  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  the 
divine  mercy,  or   thofe  many  inflances  of  the 

crace 
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grace  and  compafTion  of  God,  that  they  had 
experienced  by  their  converfion  to  the  faith, 
and  introdudion  into  the  church  of  Chrift. 
The  mercies  he  particularly  refers  to  are 
thofe,  which  he  had  reprefented  to  them  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  this  Epiille.  In  the 
chapter  immediately  preceding  my  text,  he 
fpeal?.s  o^  faho'tion  being  come  to  the  Gentiles  ^y 
and  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  them,  as  they 
were  h^  faith  ingrafted  into  the  olive  tree,  and 
with  the  natural  branches  made  partakers  of 
the  root  andfatnefs  of  it  |1,  and  of  their  having 
obtained  mercy  from  God i  notwithftanding  they 
wer>s  originally  as  much  unbelievers,  as  any 
of  thofe  "Jews  whom  God  rejedted  for  their 
impenitence  and  infidelity.  And  in  what  this 
faivation  confifted,  and  what  were  the  inefti- 
mable  fruits  and  effedls  of  this  goodnefs  and 
mercy  of  God  towards  them,  he  largely  ex- 
plains by  telling  them,  that  though  Gentiles, 
they  were  jufiified  by  faith  §  in  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  God  having  commended  his  love  to  them, 
in  that  whilfl  they  were  yet  finners  Chrift  died j or 
them,  and  that  by  being juft'ified  by  his  blood,  they 

jbould  be  faved from  wrath  through  hi?n  *,  were 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  peace  with  God,  had 
the  love  of  God  Jhed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  had 
received  thefpirit  of  adoption  -f-f ,  bearing  wit- 
nefs  to  them  that  they  were  the  children  of 
God,  and  if  children  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and 

joint  heirs  with  Chri/l,  X'^  that  all  things  fjould 
work  together  for  their  good,  and  that  nothing 

t  Ver.  u.      II  Ver.  17.       §  Rom.  v.  i,  8.      *  Rom.  v.  9. 
ft  Rom.  viji.  15,  i6, 17.      Jt  ^^'^i-  ^i"*  ^^>  -35* 
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Jhould  be  able  to  jeparate  them  from  the  love  6f 
God  in  Chriji  "J ejus. 

Let  but  any  one  pafs  a  right  and  impartial 
judgment  on  thefe  things^  and  he  cannot  but 
acknowledge  them  to  be  the  greateft  inftances 
of  the  divine    compafiion  and  mercy ;    fince 
confidering  ourfelves   as  Jinners  againfl   God, 
unworthy  of  his   favour,    and   obnoxious   to 
the  condemnation  of  death,  as  the  efFed:  of 
his  difpleafure  ;  it  is  not  poffible  for  the  whole 
creation  to  beflow  upon   us  bleflings  io  fuit- 
able  to   our  wants,  fo  eflential  to  our  happi- 
nefs,  and  of  that  importance  in  their  nature, 
as  freedom  from   the   condemnation   of  fin, 
entire  reconciUation  to  God,  the  being  con- 
ftituted  heirs   with  the  Son  of  God  himfelf, 
the  redemption  of  our  bodies  from  the  power 
of  death  and  the  grave,  and  an  unchangeable, 
everlafting  interell  in  the  love  of  God,  as  our 
father,  and  our  portion   and  exceeding  great 
reward.     Well   therefore  might   our  Apoftle 
urge    thefe   ineflimable    mercies    of  God   in 
Chrift  in   order  to   engage  them   to    prefent 
themfelves  to  him,    as   an   holy,    living,  ac- 
ceptable,   reafonable  facrifice.     And  his  be-. 
feeching  them  thus  to  do,  by  thefe  mercies  of 
God,  is  as  if  he  had  faid  : 

1.  You  have  now  fome  knowledge,  and  if 
you  have  a  real  belief  oi  the  exceeding  great- 
nefs  of  the  ?7jercies  of  God,  and  of  your  own 
obligations  to  him  upon  account  of  them,  pre- 
fent your/elves  to  hiniy  an  holy  facrihcc.  The 
nature  of  the  intreaty  fuppofes  they  had  been 
well  informed,    how   thefe  mercies   of  God 

had 
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had  been  difplayed  i  otherwife  they  could  ne- 
ver be  urged  as  a  motive  to  enforce  it.     And 
indeed  the  very  preaching  of  the  gofpel  of  God 
is  the  preaching  of  that  good  news,  which  God 
fent  to  a  finfui  v^orld  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  -, 
the  good  news  of  the  remijjion  of  Jins  upon  re- 
pentance, of  jiifification  by  faith  in   Chrif% 
blood,  as  the  propitiation  for  fm,  and  of  the 
refurreciion   to  eternal  life,  as   the  reward   of 
perfeverance  in   the  faith    and    obedience    of 
Chrifi:.     Thefe  were  the  very  firfl  principles 
embraced   by  every  convert  of  Chriftianity ; 
and  our  Apoftle,  previous  to  the  exhortation 
of  ftiy  text,  largely   defcribes  thefe  inftances 
of  God's  mercy,  that  the  entreaty  might  be 
more  efficacious  and  efFe<flual.     And  you  have, 
Chriftians,  every  one  of  you,  the  fame  account 
of  thefe  mercies  of  God,  that  the  converted 
Romans  had  -,  for  you  have  the  very  letter  which 
St.  Paid  fent   to  them   for  their  information  ; 
and  if  you  are  unacquainted  with   the  great 
inftances  of  the  divine  compaffion,  as  mani- 
fefted  in  and  by  Chrift,  'tis  not  becaufe  you 
cannot,  but  becaufe  you  n.vill  not,  underftand 
them ;  for  God   hath  made  known  to  ns  by 
the  gofpel  revelation  the  great  and  unfearch- 
able  riches. of  Chrift,  and  that  he  is  in  him  re- 
conciling the  world  to  hifnfelf,  not  imputing  their 
trcfpajjes  to   them  that   believe.     Do   we  then 
know  thefe   things  and  believe  them  ?    What 
fentiments   do  they    awaken   in   our   hearts  ? 
Doth  the  manifeftation  of  God's  infinite  mer- 
cies  excite    no    anfwerable    aifedion     within 
us  ?  Do   they    f^^ggeft  nothing  as  matter   of 
4  our 
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bur  duty  ?  Do  they  call  for  no  fuitable  re- 
turns from  us,  who  are  immediately  intereft^d. 
in,  and  made  partakers  of  them;  and  can 
any  fentlments  and  returns  be  more  natural 
and  becoming  us,  than  thofe  of  affediouj 
felf-devotednefs,  and  confecration  of  our  en- 
tire perfons  to  that  God,  whom  we  know  to 
be  rich  in  mercy,  whofe  companions  we  have 
fo  largely  experienced,  and  in  the  bleffed 
fruits  of  whofe  grace  we  hope  eternally  to 
fliare  ?  If  we  experience  nothing  of  thefe 
effe<3:s,  though  we  profefs  to  believe  the  gof- 
pel  accounts  of  the  abundant  mercies  of  God 
in  Chrift,  it  muft  be  owing  to  our  want  of 
ferious  and  frequent  conjidcration  of  them,  and 
duly  impreffing  them  upon  our  hearts  and 
confciences. 

It  is  a  lively  fenfe.of  obligation  that  mufl 
awaken  ftrong  and  prevailing  purpof^s  of 
obedience,  and  the  favours  of  God  mufl  be 
frequently  recollecfled,  and  habitually  prefent 
to  our  minds,  in  order  to  render  them  effec- 
tual motives  to  our  appro'ving  -and  doing  bis 
good  and  acceptable  and  perfect  will.  The  holy 
Pfalmift  charges  it  upon  himfelf  J  :  Blefs  the 
Lord,  O  7ny  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits. 
Thefe  were  the  daily  fubje6]:s  of  his  medita- 
tion, and  employed  his  thoughts  every  morn- 
ing and  evening  ||.  How  precious  are  thy 
thoughts  unto  me,  O  God  f  the  thoughts  of  thofe 
innumerable  bleffings  thou  had  conferred 
upon  me  !  How  great  is  the  fiim  of  them  I  If  I 

X  Pfal.  ciii.  2.  II  Pfal.  cxxxix.  17,  18. 
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Jhould  count  themthey  aremorein  number  than  the 
/and.  When  I  awake  lam  ftill  with  thee.  Thy 
mercies  employ  my  waking  thoughts,  and 
though  I  am  continually  recounting  them, 
their  number  is  too  great  ever  to  be  fummed 
up.  And  it  was  under  the  influence  of  this 
grateful  fenfe  of  his  obligations  to  God,  that 
he  abhorred  the  pradices  of  thofe  who  were 
the  enemies  of  God,  and  earneftly  prays  to 
him,  that  God  would  fearch  and  try  himy  deli- 
ver him  from  every  evil  way,  and  enable  him 
to  walk  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  that 
hath  its  foundation  in  eternal  and  immutable 
truth.  And  are  the  mercies  of  God  in  Chrijt, 
lefs  valuable  than  thofe  which  the  Pfalmift  ex- 
perienced ?  Do  they  not  deferve  to  be  as  fre- 
quently recoUedled,  and  will  they  not  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  true  piety  and  goodnefs  ?  But 
farther, 

2.  I  befeech  you  by  the  mercies  of  God,  is  not 
only  putting  them  in  mind  of  the  rich  grace 
and  compaffion  of  God  towards  them,  in 
making  them  partakers  of  redemption  by 
Chrift,  and  appealing  to  them  as  thofe  who 
knew  and  believed  the  ineAimable  effeds  of 
them ;  but  it  is  an  appeal  to  their  gratitude, 
intended  to  excite  it,  and  intereft  that  pow- 
erful affedion  of  the  mind,  in  fupport  of 
the  exhortation  which  he  gives  them  to  prefetit 
themfehes  to  God.  This  was  what  the  Apoille's 
heart  v/as  fet  upon,  to  perfuade  them  to  yield 
themfelves  an  acceptable,  living,  facri fee  to  God, 
as  he  knew  it  was  neceffary  to  their  obtaining 
the  bleffings  of  the  gofpel  falvation,  and  to 

render 


Serm.  14.        prefeni  owfdves  to.  Cod,  27 j 

render  his  miniilry  of  any  avail  to  their  eter- 
nal   happinefs ;  and   ti:ierefore   as  }:e   had  in- 
formed   thein,    hgw    and    in    what   infianccs 
ihefe  mercies   of   God  had   been   manifcfted 
towards  them,  he   intreats  and  prefies   them 
by  their  obligations  upon   account  of  them, 
by  that  affedion  and  high   efteem   which  the 
recclled:ion   of  them    iTiould   create,    and    by 
that    thankful    difpofition    vyhich   it    became 
them  to  cheriQi  towards  him,  to  yield  them- 
J'ehes  fervants  of  right eoufnefs  unto  God,   and 
employ  their   bodies  as   facred  inftrumcnts   of 
obedience  to  his  will.      And  is   not  grafitude, 
m  a  rightly  tempered  mind,  an  excellent  and 
ivoj'tby  principle  of  adion  ?  Is  there  not  a  de- 
fedl  in  humanity  itfelf,   where  there  is  a  want 
of  a  grateful  fpirit  ?  Doth  not  the  ad:ing  con- 
trary to  what  gratitude  demands,  fix  the  moil: 
criminal   and  deteftable  imputation  ?    And  is 
not  the    warmed  gratitude   due,     where  the 
higheft    benefits    have    been   conferred,    and 
where  every  circumilance  unites  to  render  the 
manner  of  conferring  them  affeding   and  en- 
gaging ?    Look  over,  Chriflian,  the  blefiings 
of  redemption  by  Chrift  Jefus,  confider  their 
nature,  their  number  and  importance ;   and  fee 
if  they  are  not  demonftraticns  of  the  higheft 
benevolence  and  compiiiion  to  a  iinful  v/orld. 
How  could  the  mercy  of  God  have    difco- 
vered  itfelf  in  a  more  glorious  manner,  than 
in  refcuing  thee  from   the  eternal  condemna- 
tion of  fm  and  death,  i-n  reveriing  the  forfei- 
tures thou  haft  incurred  of  life  and  happlneft-, 
and   in  giving   thee    the  promife,  and  raifing 
Vol.  II.  T  thee 


2'7'4  A  Perfuafive  to  Serm.  14, 

thee  to  the  hope  of  a  blefled  and  glorious 
immortality  ?  And  are  there  no  charms  in 
goodnefs  hke  this,  infinitely  great,  and  on  thy 
part  abfolutely  undeferved  ?  Are  there  no 
attradives  in  mercy,  exerting  itfelf  to  foul 
and  body,  for  time  and  eternity;  faving  thee 
from  the  moft  complicated  mifery,  and  of- 
fering thee  a  falvation  the  moft  extenfive,  con- 
fummate  and  durable  ? 

Shouldeft  thou  in  circumftances  of  extream 
poverty  find  a  friend  willing  and  defirous  to 
place  thee  in  a  ftate   of  great  affluence  and 
plenty,    and  to  deliver   thee  from  the  moft 
threatening  deftruftion,  or  when  perifhing  by 
a  fatal  diftemper,  to  reftore  thee  to  thy  health, 
or  fhould  thy  prince  offer  thee  when  condemned 
to  death  for  thy  offences,  his  grace,  tender 
thee  thy  pardon,  reftore  thee  to  the  full  pri- 
vileges of  a  fubjed,  and  by  peculiar  goodnefs 
alTure  thee,  that  if  thou  wilt  return  to  thy  al- 
legiance and  duty,  he  will  diftinguifh  thee  by 
his  friend  ill  ip,  and  confider  and  treat  thee  as 
one  of  his  houfliold  and  family  :  What  would 
be  the  natural  fentiments  of  the  heart  in  any 
one  of  thefe  inftances;  and  efpecially  if  we 
could   fuppofe  all  thefe  feveral  circumftances 
to  concur  in  any  one  fingle  perfon  ?  Would  it 
not   overfiow  with    thankfulnefs,  and   almoft 
difiblve   wiih  affedion  and  gratitude  ?    Why 
t/jou  art  the  "cery  perfo?2^  Chriftian,  in  whom 
all  thefe  circumftances  concur.     Thou  art  in 
thyfelf  confidered,    as    a  dependent  creature, 
and   as    an  obnoxious  linner,  deftitute,  liable 
to  mifery,  corrupted  and  difeafed,  and  doomed 

to 
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to  deftruftion  for  the  tranrgreflions,  with  which 
thou  art  chargeable  ;  and  God  is  that  innnitely 
benevolent  friend  of  thine,  who   offers   thee 
mercy,  and  is  wilHng  to  fave  thee  from  every 
deftrucftion   that  threatens  thee,    from    every 
evil  thou   can'R-  dread,  and  from  every  con- 
demnation thou  haft  rendered  thyfelf  worthy 
of^     And   is  there  no   gratitude  due  to  him  ? 
Doth  thy  heart  meditate  no   returns  for  fuch 
amazing  inftances   of  compaffion  and    good- 
nefs  ?  What  return  wouldft  thou  make  him, 
and  which  thy  confcience  tells   thee   he  de- 
ferves  and  requires  ?  There  is  but  one,  which 
God  afks,  and  which  thou  canft  give,  that  is 
any  way  worthy  his  acceptance.  'Tis  thyfelf; 
the   fear,  the  affedion,  the  efteem  and   fub- 
jedion  of  thy  heart,  that  thy  body  fhould  be 
employed   in   the  fervice  he  hath  prefcribed 
thee,  and  that  as  thou  art  his  by  an  original 
and   unalienable  right,  thou  fliouldeft  cbear- 
fiiUy  own   thyfelf  his   property,  and  as   fuch. 
confent  to  be  governed  by  his  will.     And  God 
experts  this   return,    not  for    any    advantage 
that  we,  or  our  fervices  can   be   to  himfeif ; 
but  becaufe  our  fubjeCtion  to  him  is  our  own 
intereft,  and   obedience  to   his  will  the  only 
poffible  method  that  can  fecure  our  true  hap- 
■pinefs.     So  that  even  God's   demanding  our 
fubmiffion  to  himfelf  is  an  ad:  of  real  mercy 
to  us,  and   {hould   be  complied   with  from  a 
fenfe  of  gratitude  as  well  as  duty. 

I  perfuade  myfelf,  Chriftian,    thou  art  no 

-ft ranger    to   the  grace  of  the  golpel.     Thou 

haft  heard,  thou  haft  read  of,  thou  haft  be- 
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lleved  {\\t  reports  of  a  divine  revelation,  con- 
cerning the  amazing  condefcenfion  and  good- 
nefs  oi  God,  as  they  have  been  difplayed  in 
the  method  of  thy  redemption,^  by  his  onl)'- 
and  vvcll  beloved  Son  Jeius  Chrift.  He  came 
as  th.e  meffenger  of  his  Father's  grace  and 
peace,  to  reveal  the  eternal  counfels  of  his 
wifdom  and  mercy,  in  favour  of  a  fmful 
world,  involved  in  guilt,  alienated  from  him 
in  dilpofition  and  pra(ftice,  and  under  a  fen- 
tence  of  condemnation  and  death,  which  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Vv'hole  creation  to 
revcrfc^  and  under  which  therefore  we  muft 
have  eternally  remained,  had  not  he,  from 
the  mere  motives  of  compaffion,  determined 
to  fave  us.  He  ofiers  us  by  Chrift  eternal 
redemption  from  this  dreadful  deflruction  ; 
he  befeeches  us  to  accept  of  the  forgivenefs 
of  our  iins,  and  to  be  reconciled  to  himfelf. 
He  gives  us  the  profpedl  and  choice  of  glory, 
honour  and  immortality,  and  of  happinefs 
compleat  in  itfelf,  Vv'ithout  interruption,  and 
end  of  duration.  Was  ever  goodnefs  like  this  ? 
Did  ever  mercy  difcover  itfeif  in  fuch  rich 
and  valu'ible  effeccs  as  thefe  ?  This  is  indeed 
divine  benevolence !  This  is  love  to  men, 
worthy  the  infinitely  perfe(ft  God,  and  the 
etern.al  fountain  of  o-ood  !  And  doth  the  con- 
iideration  of  this  awaken  no  ingenuous  fenti- 
rnents  in  our  minds  ?  Create  no  returns  of 
aftedicn  and  pratitude  to  him,  to  whom  we 
are  io  unfpeakably  beholden  ?  If  we  have 
that  love  to  God,  Vv^hich  the  fenfe  of  his  be- 
nefits' ihould  excite  in  us,    confcrained  by  the 

powerful 
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powerful  attraaionof  it,  we  aiallimmedliitely 
yield  ourfelves  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  thole 
1-icred  duties,  which  he  hath  commanded,    as 
a  teftimony  of  our  atfeaion   and  obedience  to 
him  ',  and  fay   with  the  fame  fpirit  an.d  refo-^ 
lution  as  the  PfahBift  did,  upon  a   review   of 
what  God  had  done  for  him  :   0  Lordy  truly 
lam  thyfcrvant.  lam  thyfirvant,jor  thou  haft  • 
loofed  my  bonds.     Happy,  for  ever  happy,  are 
they,     who    enter    into    this    facred    engage- 
inent,  and   who  mindful  of  their  obligations, 
continue   under   the   power  of  gratitude    and 
lovQjiedfaft  andimmcveabJe,  a?id  always  abound- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  Lord.    Again, 

3 .  Ibefeech  you  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye 
frefent  yourfehes  a  living,  holy,  acceptable  facri- 
fice  to  him,  means  :  I  befeech  you,  as  you  would 
anfjoer  the  great  intention  of  God  in  the  mani- 
feftation   of  his  mercy,  and  comply  with   the 
defign  of  that  grace  he  hath  abounded  in  to- 
wards finners,  in   their  redemption  by  Jelus 
Chrift.     Even    the    very  goodnefs  of  God   is 
not  exercifed  in  io  fovercign  and   arbitrary  a^ 
manner,  as  not  to  be  under  the  diredion  ot 
wifdom,  as  not  to  fubferve  fome  valuable  end 
and   purpofe,  Vvrorthy   the  divine   purity    and 
reditude,   and  conducive  to  the  vievvs  of  his 
moral  providence  and  government.    Tlie  great 
mercies  of  God,  manifefted  in  Chrift,  are  ex- 
prefily    declared    to  have  fuch  an    intention,^ 
and   no   man,  who   hath   any    knowledge  oi 
the  gofpel  revelation,  can  poltibly  be  ignorant 
of  what  the  intention  is.     The  intreaty  of  rny 
text,  evidently  fliews,  that  the  improvement 

T  3  ^^^^ 
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the  Rojncn  converts  were  to  niake  of  the  dif- 
coveiies  of  the  mercies  of  God  towards  them, 
vv'as  their  wiliingly  prefenting  themjdves  an  holy 
facrifice  to  God;  for  it  would  have  been  abfurd 
to  have  preffed  them  to  this  by  a  motive  that 
carried  in  it  no  manner  of  reafon  for  doins  it : 
and  as  the  gift  of  Chrifi  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  the  fins  of  men,  was   the  great  inflance  of 
the  divine  compafiion  and  mercy  to  them  j  the 
exhortation  which  the  Apoftle  grounds  upon 
it,  is  :   Te  are   bought  with  a  price  -,  therefore 
glorify  God  ivith  your  body,  ajid  in  your  fpirit, 
which  are  God's  J.     And  in  his  inftrudions  to 
'Titus,  he  informs  him,  that  the  grace  or  mercy 
oj  God  that  bringethfahation,  hath  appeared  unto 
all  men,  teaching  us,  i)ci2X  detiying  all  ungodlinefs 
andivorldlylujh,  wefiouldlivefoberlyy  righteoufy, 
and  godly  in  this  prefent  world,  looking  for  that 
blefjed  hope,  and  glorious  appearing  of  the  great 
God,  and  cur  Saviour  fefus  Chrif,  who  gave 
hinfclffor  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all 
iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  peo- 
ple, x-ealous  of  good  works  •\.     In  a  word,  the 
whole  docftrine  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God, 
in  the  gofpel  revelation,  hath  a  moral  tendency 
and  intention,  that  of  reconciling  men  to  God, 
rendering  them  partakers  of  his  hoVmefs,  and 
perfuading  them  io  yield  themfelves  to  him,  and 
acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  what  they  really 
are,  his   property,  and  as  fuch   to    make  his 
good  and  p erf e 51  and  acceptable  will,  the  rule  of 
their  conduct  through  the  whole  of  their  lives, 
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Now  if  God  hath  manifefted  the  riches  of 
liis  mercy  to  us  to  promote  this  defign,  and 
•more  effedlually  to  carry  on  this  facred  pur- 
pofe  -J  how  flrong  and  engaging  is  the  motive 
arifing  from  the  conlideration  of  God's  mer- 
cies, to  confecrate  ourfelves  to  him,  and  em- 
ploy our  bodies  in  all  thofe  fervices  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  to  which  fuch  a  devotednefs  of  our- 
felves to  him  obliges  us !  In  the  difplays  of 
mercy  God  muft,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
-entirely  free,  and  can  have  nothing  to  direcft 
him  but  his  ov/n  wifdom  and  pleafure.  The 
terms  on  which  he  will  extend  mercy  are  in 
-his  own  breaft,  and  he  hath  a  right  to  fix  them, 
and  infiil  upon  a  compliance  with  them.  And 
as  thofe  which  he  fixes  cannot  but  be  wife  and 
good,  fie  for  him  to  appoint,  and  conducive  to 
our  happincfs  to  fubmit  to;  it  is  unreafon- 
able,  ungrateful  and  impious,  in  us  to  diipute 
them,  or  refufe  our  acceptance  of  them.  If 
after  the  difcovery  of  thefe  riches  of  divine 
mercy,  they  have  no  kindly  effedt  upon  us, 
and  the  great  purpofe  of  fuch  a  manifeftation 
be  not  anfwered  in  us,  we  do  what  we  can  to 
■fruftrate  the  very  intention  of  them,  and  to 
render  the  counfels  and  purpoies  of  God  of  none 
cfFed:.  And  if  we  apply  them  to  quite  dif- 
ferent purpofes,  and  indead  of  being  per- 
fuaded  by  them  to  yield  ourfelves  to  God; 
we  encourage  ourfelves,  by  the  confideration 
■of  them,  to  alienate  ourfelves  more  entirely 
from  him,  by  a  thorough  conformity  to  the 
finful  pra6tices  of  a  degenerate  wovld,  and  a 
,courfe  of  habitual  difobedience   to  his   vvill ; 

T  4-  thif. 
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this  is  ill  truth  the  mcft  outrageous  inflilt  upon 
the  mercies  cf  God  in  Chrift,  and  the  moil 
criminal  abul'e  that  can  be  offered  to  his  grace. 
And  therefore, 

4.  Laifly,  there  is  unqueftionably  another 
thing  implied  in  this  intreaty  by  the  mercies  of 
God)  toprefent  themjchcs  to  him,  as  an  holyj'acri- 
fxe,  and  that  is :  I  beieech  you,  as  you  would 
fecure  an  intereji  in  theniy  and  would  not  finally 
forfeit  all  the  unfpeakable  advantages  and 
blefiings,  the  hope  cf  which  they  infpire. 
There  is  .(uch  a  thing,  Chrifiians,  as  receiving 
the  grace  of  God  in  vain^  and  being  counted 
unworthy  of  the  mercy  of  God  to  eternal  life. 
Every  man  will  not  obtain  mercy,  who  indulges 
the  hope  of  it ;  no,  nor  -any  man,  who  hath 
not  the  difbofiion  and  character,  that  fits  him 
for  it.  He  who  is  alienated  from  God,  by  an 
unbelieving,  impure  heart,  and  a  courfe  of 
fenfivality  and  criminal  indulgence,  hath, 
whilft  in  that  fcate,  no  lot  in  Chrift,  no  por- 
tion in  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  no  foundation 
of  hope  in  all  the  rich  difcoverles  of  the 
mercy  of  God.  If  he  allows  himfelf  to 
place  any  confidence  in,  and  take  any  com- 
fort from  them ;  it  is  the  prefumption  of  ig- 
norance and  folly,  and  the  groundlefs  fl^attery 
of  felf-delufion  and  impofture.  Thou  art, 
Chriflian,  the  property  of  God,  whether  thou 
wilt  ov/n  and  fubmit  to  it,  or  not,  and  if 
thou  eflranp-elf  thvfelf  from  him,  thou  for- 
fakcji  thy  o'wn  mercies,  and  even  infinite  good- 
nefs  will  not  fave  thee,  if  thou  wilt  obftinately 

walk 
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walk  in  the  paths  that  lead  to  deftrudlon. 
God  calls  on  thee,  to  prefent  thyfclf  to  him 
an  holy^  living  facrifice  ;  and  to  per  (hade  thee 
to  make  this  offering,  he  affures  thee  that  he 
is  ric/j  in  mercy,  and  full  of  grace  -,  and  ten- 
ders to  thine  acceptance,  bleffings  of  that 
infinite  importance,  and  endlefs  duration,  as 
abundantly  prove  the  greatnefs  of  his  affec- 
tion towards  thee,  and  his  corfipafilonate  re- 
gards for  thy  befl:  intereft  and  higlieft  happi- 
nefs.  Tield  thyjelf  to  God,  and  his  mercies 
(hall  never  forfake  thee,  fhall  compafs  about 
all  thy  paths,  {hall  afford  the  nobleil  confo- 
lation  to  thy  mind,  fhall  relieve  tliee  under 
the  fenfe  of  fin  and  guilt,  {hall  revive  thee 
in  the  profped  of  death,  and  render  the 
neareft  views  of  eternity  pleafmg  and  deliglit- 
ful.  Abide  ivith  God,  and  every  thing  that 
infinite,  unchangeable  mercy  can  do  for  thee, 
to  prevent  thy  ruin,  and  fecure  thee  everlail- 
ing  bleffednefs,  inftantly  becomes  the  object 
of  thy  reafonable,  and  never  to  be  diiap- 
pointed,  expeftation.  Oh  !  how  happy  is  the 
man  who  is  in  fuch  a  (late,  and  who  can 
fay  upon  the  exprefs  warrant  of  divine  reve- 
lation, not  only,  though  it  is  a  great  thing  to 
fay  even  this,  that  goodnefs  arid  mercy  Jhall 
follow  me  aU  my  days^  but  that  I  pall  fi,  are  the 
noblejl  effebls  of  the  divine  mercy,  throughout 
the  innumerable  ages  of  eteriiity  !  But  if  in- 
ftead  of  fuch  an  adherence  to  God,  and  con- 
fecration  of  ourfelves  to  his  fervice,  manifefled 
by  a  fixed  approbation  of  and  fubmiffion  to  his 

will. 
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\vill5  we  continue  in  a  ftate  of  enmity  to  him 
hy  wicked  works,  and  yield  ourfelves  the  fer- 
njants  of  tmrighteoufnefs  to  Jin  ;  in  fuch  a  ftate 
what  have  we  to  do  with  the  covenant  of  God, 
or  what  good  foundation  of  hope  from  all  the 
difcoveries  of  his  abundant  mercy  ?  The  abufe 
of  mercy  is  a  crime  of  the  moft  aggravated  na- 
ture, argues  the  very  worjft  kind  of  ingratitude, 
and,  if  continued  in,  feals  up  tha  perfon  to  ir- 
revocable condemnation.  Mercy  cannot  exert 
itfelf,  upon  an  object  incapabk  of  mercy,  and 
he,  who  will  not  be  perfuaded  to  be  reconciled 
to  God,  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
interefied  in  him,  as  his  reconciled  God  and 
Father.  And,  therefore,  if  ever  we  make  the 
mercies  of  God  the  foundation  of  our  hope, 
and  would  not  have  that  hope  finally  and 
dreadfully  difappoint  us,  the  confideration 
of  them  mufl  have  this  eifedt  and  influ- 
ence upon  us,  even  to  perfuade  us  to  de^ 
'vote  ourfelves  to  his  fear,  and  ferve  him  in. 
right eoufiiefs  and  holinefs  before  him  all  the  days 
of  our  lives. 

I  know  well,  that  'tis  a  much  eafier  thing 
to  fhew,  and  even  convince  men  of  the 
reafonablenefs  of  thus  prefenting  themfelves  to 
God,  than  eifedually  to  perfuade  them  to  do  it. 
The  corrupt  habits  they  have  contraded,  the 
fenfual  pafiions  and  aftections  they  have  in- 
dulged and  ftrengthened,  and  the  perpetual 
prad:ice  and  example  of  the  generality  of  the 
world,  all  bias  the  contrary  way,  lead  mea 
olF  from  God,    diiaffed:  them   to  that   fub- 
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miffion  which  he  requires,  and  ftrongly"  fo- 
licit  them,  either  to  caft  contempt  on  God's 
mercy,  or  make  themfelves  eafy  by  the  moft 
precarious  and  groundlefs  expectations  of  it. 
How  difficult  is  it  for  the  mod  earneft  in- 
treaties,  and  the  warmeft  exhortations  to 
prevail,  where  they  are  oppofed  and  coun- 
teracted by  fuch  powerful  and  infidious  foli- 
citors  to  the  contrary  !  But  flill,  as  perfuafioa 
is  God's  appointed  method  to  reclaim  linners, 
and  recover  them  to  their  fubmifiion  and  duty 
to  him;  as  the  Apoftles  themfeh'es  were  to 
befeech  and  pray  men  in  Chrift's  flead  and 
name  to  be  reconciled  to  God ;  and  as  this 
is  the  utmoft  length  that  the  gofpel  miniftry 
can  go,  to  lay  before  them  their  intereft 
and  duty,  and  to  prefs  and  intreat  them  to 
prefent  and  confecrate  themfelves  to  God, 
by  the  moft  powerful  arguments  and  mo- 
tives, that  reafon  and  revelation  can  fug- 
geft :  Suffer  the  word  cf  exhortation^  and  let 
me  conclude  this  fubjeCt,  by  arguing  with 
you  from  the  confideration  of  God's  mercies, 
to  own  his  right  in  you,  and  fubjeCt  yourfelves 
to  his  authority  and  v/ill,  and  henceforward 
live  as  thofe  v/ho  are  confecrated  to  his  fear. 
And  if  my  wiflies  and  prayers  could  prevail, 
there  is  not  one  of  you  fliould  go  out  of 
this  affembly,  without  faying  :  "  Won  over, 
"  O  God,  by  the  coniideration  of  thy  infinite 
**  goodnefs  and  mercy,  I  acknov^^ledge  my- 
*'  felf  thy  property,  and  this  day  yield  my- 
^*  felf  to  thy  government,    fully  determined, 

"  by 
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**  by  thy  grace,  on  fuch  a  life  of  cheerful 
"  and  univerfal  obedience,  as  {liall  be  the 
<*  ftrongeft  proof  of  my  inviolable  attach- 
**  inent  to  thy  intereil  and  government." 
And  here, 

i  promife  myfelf,  that  I  am  fpealdng  to 
oerfons,  who  have  fome  due  knowledge  of  the 
riches  of  God's  mercies,  as  they  have  been 
revealed  in  the  gofpel,  and  the  glorious  fruits 
and  evidences  of  the  divine  grace,  as  they 
appear  in  the  proviiions  made  for  our  eternal 
falvation,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Chrift.  I  cannot  reafonably  fuppofc,  that 
with  the  gofpel  in  your  hands,  and  notwith- 
ilanding  your  ftated  attendences  on  the  in- 
ilitutions  of  worfliip,  and  the  means  of  in- 
ilrudlion,  you  are  entirely,  or  in  great  mea- 
fure  ignorant  of  what  God  hath  done  to  con- 
vince you,  that  he  is  merciful 2s\Ql  gracious ;  and 
how,  that  after  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God 
our  Saviour  appeared  to  us,  according  to  his 
mercy  he  faved  us,  that  being  juftified  by  his 
o-race,  we  fuould  be  made  heirs  according  to  the 
hope  of  eternal  Ife  *.  But  what  fignilies  it  to 
have  heard  of  thefe  things  by  the  hearing  of 
the  ear,  or  to  have  gained  a  merely  fpeculative 
acquaintance  with  them,  that  never  produces 
any  good  and  valuable  eftefl:  ?  Faith  and 
knowledp-e  are  of  no  confequence  in  Chrif- 
tianity,  any  farther  than  as  they  purify  the 
heart,  and  form   thofe  who  have  them  into 

*  Tit.  iii.  4,  5,  7. 
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the  divine  nature  and  life.     If   my  knowledge 
was  equal  to  that    of  the  higheft  Seraph   in 
heaven,    and    abfolutely  without    error,    and 
if/  had  faith  Jo  that  I  could  remove  mountains , 
vet  if  I  continue    an  enemy  to  God,  cherifh 
thofc  fmful  puinons  which  alienate  the  heart 
from   him,  and   abound  in  thofe   evil  Vvorks 
which  are  the  certain  marks  of  a  fettled  apo- 
ftacy    and    departure  from  him ;    in    fuch   a 
fiate,    can    the   foundnefs   of  my    knowledge 
avail   me,    or  the  ftrength  of  my   faith  fave 
me  ?  If  I  believe  in   God,  I  believe  in  him  as 
Qodimy  creator,  abfolute  proprietory  andfovcreign 
Lord  and   Mailer  j    and  therefore,  in   confe^ 
quence,  I  believe,  that  he  hath  a  right  to  di- 
red:  and  govern  me,  and  that  'tis  my  duty  to 
own  his  right,  and   render  him  the  beft  fub- 
jedion   of^my  heart  and  life.     If  I  believe  in 
Chri/ty  I  believe  that  he  died  for  usy  that  we 
fdouid  not  henceforth  live  to  ourfelvesy  but  unto 
him  ivho  died  for  uSy  and  rofe  again  for  our  fujii- 
fication.     But  now   will  it    do   us  any    good 
thus  to  believe  in  God  and  Chrift,  and  yet  aft 
in  defiance  of  it  ?    To    be    perfuaded    in   our 
minds,  that  God  claims  and  deferves  our  fub- 
jeaion    and   obedience,    and    yet    to    declare 
aloud    by  our  anions   that  he  hath  no  right 
to  govern  us,  and  that  we  will  never  fubmit 
to  his  authority  ?  To  boaft  of  the  excellency  of 
the  knowledge  ofChrifiy  and  to  behave  towards 
him,  as  though  we  knew  him  not,  or  counted 
the  knowledge  of  him  contemptible  and   un- 
worthy our  regard?  To  profefs  our  faith  ni 

him. 
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him,  as  having  redeemed  us  by  Ms  blood  from  all 
iyiiquity,  and  yet  by  yielding  ourfelves  fervants 
to  iniquity,  to  trample  that  facred  blood  as  it 
were  under  our  feet,  and  treat  it  as  of  no  worth, 
and  carrying  no  powerful  conftraints  to  gra- 
titude and  obedience  ?  If,  Chriftians,  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  grace  of  God,  let  me 
perfuade  you,  not  to  receive  that  grace  in 
'  *vain,  not  to  abufe  it,  and  thereby  declare 
yourfelves  unworthy  of  the  mercy  of  God  to 
eternal  life. 

Let  me  farther  reafon  with  you  from  the 
avQwed  end  anddejign  of  the  mercies  of  Gody  as 
they  are  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  If  there  are 
any  who  imagine  that  God  hath  difcovered 
the  riches  of  his  grace  to  finful  men,  to  quiet 
their  confciences,  without  cleanfng  them  from 
dead  works  toferve  the  living  God-,  to  encourage 
the  hope  of  God's  acceptance,  without  recon- 
vening them  to  his  authority  and  government; 
or  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  can  cleanfe  them 
from  the  guilt  of  fin,  without  purifying  their 
hearts  from  the  impurity  and  love,  and 
faving  them  from  the  pradlice  of  it;  fuch 
perfons  abfolutely  deceive  themfelves,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  them  -f-.  They  receive  another 
gofpel  than  that  which  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles 
preached ;  for  their  gofpel  teaches  us :  That 
ivhofoever  commits  fin  is  the  frvant  of  lin^  but 
that  the  Son  of  God  and  his  truth  makes  us  free  %^ 
and  that  this   is  indeed  freedom,  the  nobleft 

t  John  viii.  32.  %  Ver.  34,  36. 
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and  moft  valuable  freedom,  which  as  reafon- 
able  creatures  we  can  be  made  partakers 
of;  and  that  our  Lord'JeJus  Chrtflgave  himfelf 
for  our  Jins,  that  he  might  deliver  usjrojn  this 
prefent  evil  worldly  all  the  corruptions  and 
crimes  of  it,  according  to  the  will  of  God-,  as 
thofe  who  know,  that  inaj'much  as  Chriji  died, 
he  died  unto  Jin  once,  and  in  that  he  liveth,  he 
liveth  unto  God,  that  wefiould  reckon  our/elves 
to  be  dead  indeed  unto  fin,  but  alive  unto  God  by 
Jefus  Chri/l  *,  and  be  perfuaded  to  yield  our- 
felves  unto  God,  as  thofe  that  are  alive  from  the 
dead,  and  our  members  as  hijlruments  ofri^hteouf- 
nefs  unto  God\\,  Are  we  then  perfuaded,  that 
the  manifeftation  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of 
God  in  Chrift  is  made  with  this  falutary  view, 
and  original  intention,  that  we  fliould  yield 
ourfelves  fervants  of  God,  have  our  fruit  unto 
holinefs,  and  for  ever  renounce  the  dominion 
and  fervice  of  fm  ?  Can  there  be  a  better  rea- 
fon  than  this,  for  our  chearful  compliance 
with  this  great  and  avowed  defign  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs  ?  Should  we  not  be  efFed:ua]ly 
prevailed  with  to  enter  ourfelves  amongfl  thofe 
wife  and  faithful  fervants  of  God,  who  are 
devoted  to  his  fear  ?  Can  we  improve  the 
grace  of  God  to  better  purpofes  than  thofe, 
which  God  himfelf  hath  allured  us,  he  in- 
tended to  promote  by  it  ?  Or  dare  we  reallv 
hope  for  an  intereft  in  that  mercy  of  God, 
which  we  refufe  to  improve  to  thofe  purpofes, 

%  Galat. i-4.        *  Rom.  vi.  10,  n.        )!  Yet.  13. 
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which  are  the   reafons  v/hy  God  hath  encou- 
raged the  exped:ations  of  it  ?  Did  ever  a  wife 
frince  make  the   offers  of  mercy  to  rebellious 
lubjeds,  but   as   a  motive   to  return  to   their 
allegiance   and   duty  ?   Or  would   any  of  you 
who  are  'parents  tender  forgivenefs  and  recon- 
ciliation to  an  offending  fon,  without  delign- 
3ng  to    engage   him   to    filial  fubmiffion  and 
obedience   for  the  future  ?  And  can  we   ever 
perfuade   ourfclves   to   think,    that   God,   the 
greateil  and  wifeft  of  beings^  would  make  the 
fulleft  difcoverieSj  and  give  the  moft   friendly 
promifes  of  mercy  and  grace  to  finners,  with- 
out*intending  to  promote  the  honour  of  his 
own  government,  and  prevail  with  linful  men 
to  renounce   their  crimes,    and  yield  him   a 
better  obedience   for  the  future  ?  Eipecially, 
can  we  entertain  fuch  a  thought,  after  he  hath 
exprellly  affured  us,  that  he  Jent  his  Son  to  blefs 
tiSi  by  turning  lis  every  one  jrom  our  iniquities, 
and  hath  chofen  us  in  Chriji,  that  we  Jhould  be 
holy,  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love  ?  If 
this  therefore   be   the    profeffed  intention  of 
God,  in  caufmg  all  his  goodnefs  and  mercy 
to  pafs  before  us,  let  me  befeech  you  by   the 
mercy  of  God,  not  \o  frujirate  the  intention 
of  it,  nor  ever  to  pervert  and  abife  it  to  pur- 
pofes   that    are    fubverfive  of,    and  abfolutely 
inconfifcent  with  the  moll  evident  and  certain 
views  of  the  divine  rectitude  and  wifdom,  in 
the    whole   fcheme   of  redemption,    and    all 
the   difplays  of  his  compaffion  and  goodnefs 
tov/ards  us. 

Farther^ 
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Farther,  do  we  know  any  thing  of  the 
workin'^  of  an  ingenuous  gratitude  in  our 
hearts  ?  Have  we  ever  felt  any  thing  of  that 
difpofition,  which  always  arifes  in  good  minds, 
under  the  fenfe  of  great  obligations  conferred, 
and  numerous  favours  vouchfafed,  even  with- 
out any  claim  of  merit  j  bleffings  of  the 
higheft  importance  in  their  nature,  and  which, 
however  neceffary^  to  our  real  welfare,  w^e 
could  have  no  reafon  to  exped  from  the  ge- 
nerous hand  that  beftows  them.  Or,  it  it 
had  been  pofTible  for  us  to  have  loaded  any 
perfon  with  fuch  kind  of  benefits,  fliould  we 
not  have  expected  the  mofl  ingenuous  difpofi- 
tion of  mind,  in  a  gratitude  anfwerable  to 
fuch  obligations,  and  in  a  condud  that  fliould 
be  a  fubitantial  proof,  and  highly  exprefiive 
of  that  efteem  and  affedion  wc  fliould  juftly 
think  was  fo  much  deferved  by  us  ?  Deter- 
mine, Chriflians,  for  yourfelves  in  this  cafe, 
what  you  would  judge  you  were  entitled  to 
from  another,  and  you  Vv'ill  then  determine 
what  God  is  entitled  to  from  j/oz/,  and  what 
the  return  you  ought  to  make  him  for  the 
mercy  he  hath  fhewn  you;  and  if  you  de- 
fervedly  condemn  another  for  flagrant  and 
wilful  ingratitude  to  yourfelves,  you  vvill  • 
thereby  condemn  yourfelves  for  the  like  in- 
fiances  of  ingratitude  to  God.  'Tis  impofli- 
ble  that  any  one  who  thinks  ferioufly  a  fmgle 
moment,  can  ever  perfuade  himfelf  to  think, 
that  he  is  not  indebted,  nor  under  any  obli- 
gations to  the  bleffed  God  ;  and  he  who  under- 
VoL.  IL  U  ftands 
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ilands  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  the  Chriftian 
revelation    muii    immediately    acknowledge, 
that  God  hath  given  the  utmoft  proofs  of  his 
benevolence    and   compaffion    to  finful   men, 
by  the  promifes  he  hath  given  them,  by   the 
hopes  to  which  he  hath  raifed  them,  and  the 
dodrine,  life,  death,  refurredion  and  media- 
tion of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  his  only  and 
well  beloved  Son  ;  and  all  the  peculiar  blef- 
fings  of  redemption  are  as  much  more  valuable^ 
than   all   the   bleffings  that  relate  merely    to 
the  prefent  life,  as  the  immortal  foul  is  to  the 
dying    body,  and  eternity  is  of  more  confe- 
quence    to  us   than  time.       Hence    nothing 
can    appear   with    flronger   convidlion,    than 
that  if  gratitude  be  due  from   us  to  others, 
it  muft  be    in    an   efpecial   manner  due    to 
God,  and  in   an   higher  meafure  and  degree 
than   what  any  other  being  whatfoever  can 
exped:  and  deferve ;  and  that  if  benefits  con- 
ferred   be   the  foundation   of  gratitude,    the 
gratitude  fliould   bear  a  proportion  to  the  na- 
ture and  number  of  the  bleffings  conferred  y 
and   that   as    the   bleffings    we    owe   to    the 
mercies  of  God  in  Chrift,  are  the  mofl  va- 

,  luable  and  durable  that  can  be  wilhed  or 
obtained,  we  owe  to  him  the  mofl;  fervent 
gratitude  which  our  hearts  are  capable  of  exer- 
cifing  and  cheriffiing. 

Let  it  not  therefore,  Chriftians,  *be  faid  of 
any  of  us,  that  we  know  how  to  refent  be- 
nerits  conferred  on   us   by  mortal  men  ;  but 

that  we  are  deilitute  of  all  juil  fenfe  of  thofe 
zj.  more 
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more  valuable  ones  conferred  on  us  by  the 
eternal  God;  that  we  think  it  a  lliame  to  be 
chargeable  with  ingratitude  to  an  earthly  be- 
nefaSor,  and  no  dilhonour  to  us  to  be  guilty 
of  this  unnatural  crime  to  our  heavenly  one. 
If  therefore  gratitude  is  a  right  difpolition  in 
its  nature,  and  it  be  due  in  the  higheft  degree 
to  the  blelTed  God,  let  me  befeech  you  by  his 
great  mercyj  and  that  v/arm  gratitude  you 
owe  to  God  upon  account  of  it,  to  offer  him 
that  ficrifice  which  he  calls  for  from  you,  by 
yielding  ycurfelves,  in  obedience  to  his  will, 
to  the  practice  of  univerfal  righteoufnefs, 
fmce  you  have  nothing  better  to  prefent 
him,  and  iince  he  will  accept  nothing  lefs 
at  your  hands. 

Confider  farther,  what  will  the  confeqiience 
finally  be,  if  we  are  objlinate  againll:  all  the 
perfualives  of  mercy,  and  will  not  be  won 
over  by  all  the  inftances  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs,.  to  acknowledge  his  right  in  us,  and 
heartily  confent  Xo  his  authority  and  govern^ 
mentover  us !  What  muft  fucceed,  if  mercy 
be  rejected,  and  the  love  of  God  in  Chriit 
will  not  powerfully  and  eifed:ually  conflrain 
us !  loathing  can  remain,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  but  fome  fearful  expe  elation  of  judgment  ^ 
andfiefj  indignation,  "jDbich  JJmH  litv^'^ii^r:  con- 
fume  the  adverfaries.  There  is  not  a  more 
dangerous  .miftake,  that  men  can  f^.U  into, 
than  the  imagination  that  God  is  all  mercy 
and  goodnefs,  that  he  is  not  fo  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  fm  as  to  refnt  it,  and  fhew  his 
U  2  hatred 
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hatred  of  It  by  the  punijhmenfs  of  a  future 
ftate,  or  that  he  fent  his  Son  into  the  world 
by  his  all  perfedl  rightcoufnefs  to  free  men 
from  the  pradfice  of  it,  and  to  bear  the  pu- 
niihment  of  our  fins,  that  we  might  continue 
in  the  love  and  praBice  of  them,  without  fuf- 
fering  ourfelves  at  laft  the  puniihment  due  to 
them.  Thefe  are  miftakes  fubverlive  of  the 
whole  fcheme  of  the  gofpel,  and  as  for  thofe 
who  acft  upon  thefe  miitaken  principles,  it  can- 
not but  be  to  their  final  deftrudtion.  For  Go4 
never  a6ts  under  the  diredion  of  any  one 
iingle  perfedion,  as  oppofed  to  another  i  but 
as*  an  infinitely  perfect  Being,  infinitely  wife 
and  jufl:  and  good ;  and  as  fin  is  neceflarily 
his  hatred,  becaufe  of  the  diredt  contrariety 
it  carries  to  the  re^litude  of  his  nature,  and 
the  befl  and  wifeft  ends  of  his  government, 
'tis  impoffible  that  goodnefs  can  prevent  the 
exercife  of  this  hatred  of  God  towards  that 
which  is  the  neceilary  object  of  it,  or  thofe 
effefts  which  naturally  arife  from  it.  If  there- 
fore  men  will  continue  the  fervants  of  fin, 
they  can  never  obtain  the  divine  approbation. 
If  they  alienate  themfelves  from  their  alle- 
giance to  him,  they  cannot  fhare  the  happy 
fruits  of  fidelity  and  good  obedience.  If  they 
are  real  ene?nies  to  God  by  wicked  works,  they 
mufi:  be  treated  as  enemies,  and  if  the  mercy 
and  goodnefs  of  God  will  not  prevail  with 
them  xoprefnt  themfelves  tohimashQlyfactifices, 
which  is  but  thei  •  reafonable  fervicey  the  tfFe(ft 
will  be  an  heavier  difpkafure,  in  proportion 

to 


Serm.  14.        prefnt  curfehcs  to  God.  295 

to  the  grcatnefs  of  the  mer.y  defp'red,  and 
the  importance  and  value  of  that  lalvation 
which  they  rejea:,  iiid  count  themfehes  unwor- 
thy of.  Let  me  tlierefore  befeech  you  lo  re- 
member, how  dreadful  a  thing  it  is  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God,  and  perjuade  you 
by  his  mercies,  as  you  would  not  finally  forfeit 
all  intereft  in  them,  and  expofe  yourfelves  by 
an  abufe  of  them,  to  a  more  aggravated  con- 
demnation, immediately  to  reconcile  your- 
felves to  God  by  faith,  repentance  and  new 
obedience,  to  own  his  right  in  you,  and  ad: 
as  thofe  who  from  their  hearts  acknowledge 

it.     For 

In  the  laft  place  confider,  how  happy  the 
condition  of  thofe  is,  who  by  thus  prijmting 
themjehes  to  God,  have  fecured  an  intereft  111 
him,  are  accepted  of  him,  and  become  the  ob- 
jeds   of  his  peculiar  favour.     Have  we  been 
prevailed   with   by   the  gofpel    intreaties,    to 
confecrate   ourfelves,  the  powers  and  paffions 
of  our  minds,  and  the  members  and  adions 
of  our  bodies,  to  be  exercifed  and   employed 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  in  the  fervices 
of  righteoufnefs  ?  Then  are  we  under  the  beft 
and  wifejl  conduct  and  diredion,  v.-e  have  infi- 
nite power  toprotea  us,  never-f ailing  goo dnefs  to 
fupply  us,  unchangeable  mercy  to  forgive  us,  and 
an  eternity  of  happincfs  and  glory  to  reward  x^s. 
Our  fervice  is  honourable,   our  peace  of  mind 
fecure,  our  hopes  well  grounded,  our  death 
will  be  fife,  and  God  himfelf  our  portion  a?id 
exceedino-  zreat  reward.     To  him,  therefore, 
U  3  1<^^ 
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let  us  renew  our  vows  of  obedience  this  day, 
yield  oiirjches  entirely  to  Gody  and  live  mindful 
of  thoie  facred  vows  that  are  upon  us,  that. 
adoriiing  the  dc5irine  of  God  our  Saviour  with 
all  the  fruits  of  an  exemplary  piety  and  virtue, 
we  may  be  hereafter  folemnly  arid  publicly 
owned  as  good  and  faithful  ferv  ants,  and  may 
finally  have  our  admiffion  with  them  into 
that  kingdom  of  glory,  which  God  hath  pre- 
pared  for  all  thofe  who  love  him,  from  before  ths 
foundatin  of  the  worlds 
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SERMON     XV. 

The  Nature  of  Charity. 

I  Ti  M.  i.  5. 

.]Slow  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity,  out 
of  a  pure  heart  and  a  good  confcicnee,  and  oj 
faith  urfeigned, 

WHEN  St.  Faul  left  Ephefus,  upon 
occafion  of  the  riot  that  had  been 
ralCed  againft  him,  for  preachhig  the  gofpel 
by  Demetrius  *  and  his  brother  craftlmen,  he 
left  his  companion  and  friend  rimothy  behind 
him  in  that  city,  to  watch  the  condud  of  cer- 
tain perfons  there,  and  charge  them  to  teach  no 
other  doBrine,  viz.  than  that  which  the  Apoftle 
himfelf  had  taught  the  Ephefian  converts ; 
and  that  thev  fnould  not  give  heed  to  fables  and 
endlcfs  genealogies ;  not  pay  any  regard  to  them 
themfelves,  nor,  blending  them  with  the 
doarines  of  Chriftianity,  perfuade  others  to 
-hearken  to   and  believe   them :[;.     tor  ihefe 

things 

*  Ver.  3.  ,.  . 

.    r-,      <--  •      „„.,->K<.1    (.vtrptnpW    ford   of  tradiiiors, 

+  The   fenxjs  were  in  general  extreme.y    jji-"  ^  ' 

.„d  paid  gfeate,  attenuo.  and  refpeft  ,0  the  •■-  't'"  '^f-'^^J 

law/  SoL  of  4=r=  traditions  w«e  ex«n,d/  f»''  -- ."^^ 

u  4 
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things  as  the  Apoftle  fays  minijiered  queJiionSy 
rather  than  godly  edifying,  which  is  by  faith  y  i.  e, 
tended  rather  to  engage  them  in  unprofitable 
difputes  and  controverlies,  that  were  never  to 
be  decided,  than  to  build  them  up  and  eftablifh 
them  in  the  genuine  principles  of  the  Chriftian 
faith.  With  thefe  fort  of  things  real  Chrijii- 
anity  hath  nothing  to  do.  It  is  quite  of 
another  nature,  and  the  defign  of  it,  is  not 
to  enter  men  into  long  and  perplexing  debates 
about  difficult  fpeculations  and  intricate  quef- 
tions  J  but  to  promote  in  them  goodnefs  of  dif- 
pofition,  purity  of  heart,  and  that  pleafing 
tcfimony  of  confcience,  which  is  created  by  a 
Heady  perfeverance  in  piety  and  virtue,  as  the 

incredible.  The  Talmudic  writers  have  collefted  a  large  number 
of  them,  relating  to  the  creation  the  law,  feveral  remarkable 
perfons  mentiotied  in  fcripture,  -Adam,  E^ve,  Mraham,  Mofis^ 
and  others;  the  Aitgeh,  the  fall  of  our  firft  parents,  and  other 
matters,  which  are  fo  romantic  znA  extravagant,  as  only  deferve 
laughter  and  contempt;  but  which,  as  they  were  feveral  of 
them  calculated  to  do  honour  to  the  yeivj/h  nation  and  la'^v,  the 
"Jeivi  and  'Judaif.ng  Chrillians  feem  to  have  been  extremely 
fond  of,  and  propagated  wherever  they  had  the  power  and 
opponunity. 

Befides,  they  had  \\\t\x  gevcahgics,  i.  e.  their  pedigrees,  in  a 
long  train  of  fuccelEon  from  father  to  for,  from  Abraham  and 
Danjidy  down  to  their  own  times,  on  Vv'hich  they  boalted  them- 
felves  as  more  honourably  deicended  than  other  nations,  but 
which  mud,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  froai  their  frequent  dif- 
periions,  and  the  lofs  of  their  genealogical  tables,  be  often- 
■^imes  extremeiy  uncertain,  and  liable  to  great  altei cation  and 
diTpute  ;  and  which  therefore  the  Apoftie  calls  erJleJs,  becaufe 
the  difputes  about  them  were  fuch,  as  could  never  be  de- 
termined. 

Or,  he  may  refer  to  the  perfons  from  whom  they  pretended 
to  derive  their  traditions,  beginning  from  fnjhua,  and  fo  down 
from  him  in  a  continued  feries  to  their  own  times,  v/hich  was  a 
jpiuch  jnore  uncertain  and  difputaWe  thing  than  the  genealogies 
©f  their  families. 

6  eifed 
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effedl  of  an  unfeigned  faith,  or  of  a  firm  belief 
of  the  great  principles  and  dodnnes  of  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  For  as  it  follows  in  my 
text :  The  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity ^ 
out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  confcience,  and 
faith  unfeigned.  The  com^nandmcnt  which  the 
Apoftle  here  fpeaks  of  is  that  commandment 
which  he  gave  to  Timothy,  relating  to  the 
gofpel  dodrine,  and  of  which  he  had  fpokea 
before  J,  when  he  tells  him  :  That  he  left  hin 
at  Ephefus,  that  he  might  charge  or  command 
fome»  that  they  JJoould  teach  no  other  doclrine 
than  what  he  had  taught  and  received  from 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Nozv  the  end  of  the  com- 
mand or  charge  which  Chrijl  gave  the  Apoftle, 
the  Apojile  gave  to  'Timothy,  and  Timothy  was 
to  give  to  the  Ephefans ;  the  great  defign  and 
practical  view  of  the  whole  gofpel  dodrinc 
is  charity,  or  \qvq  from  a  pure  heart,  agocdcon- 
fciencs  and  faith  unfeigned.  In  fpeaking  to  thefe 
words 

I.  I  fhall  confider  the  nature  of  this  charity. 
And 

II.  T\\Q  proper  fource  2.w^  genuine  attendants 
of  it. 

L  I  am  to  confider  the  nature  of  thit  cha- 
rity  which  is  here  fpoken  of.  We  render  the 
original  word  by  charity  or  love,  indirferently 
in  our  tranflation.  And  it  is  attributed  to 
God  and  man.  And  we  may  very  fafcly 
affirm, 

t  Ver.  3. 

I.  That 
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J,  That  one  great  end  and  intention  of  the 
gofpcl  doctrine  is  to  promote  and  lecure  mens 
love  to  God  3  for  the  loving  God  with  all  our 
hearty  with  all  our  foul,  with  all  our  might,  and 
with  all  our  jirength,  is  the  jirji  and  great  ccm- 
mandraent  under  the  Chrifiian,  as  well  as  the 
Jewijlj  difpcnration.    It  is  the Jlrjl  commandment 
in  the   realbn  of  the   thing  itfelf  3  fince  God, 
who  is   the  moil  excellent  of  all  beings,  and 
to  whom  our  obiigations  are  prior,  more  nu- 
merous and  powerful  than,  they  can  be  to  any 
other  being  Vv'hatfoever,  is  not  only,  an  objed: 
worthy  our  love,  but  deferving   the  higheft 
poffibie  affedion  and  love  that  we  can  pay 
him.     Now  this  love   of  God,  as   it  implies 
an  inward  atfedion  of  the  mind,  fuppofes  a 
proper  competent  knowledge  of  what  he  is  in 
himfelf,    of  the    relations  he   flands   in,    and 
the  conduce   he  obferves   towards   his  rational 
creatures;    that    his    perfedions    are  infinite, 
that  every   poiiible  excellence  belongs  to,  and 
is  infeparable  from  him;  that  he  is  the  Crea- 
tor, Father,  bountiful  and   unwearied    bene- 
faftor,   faithful    friend,    almighty    protector, 
gracious  and  compafiionate  Redeemer  of  man- 
kind ;  who  originally  formed  them    for   the 
mod  excellent  and   exalted  fervices,  and  for 
the  higheft  and  mofl:  durable  happinefs  ;  who 
upholds    them    by  his    power,  who    proteds 
them    by    his    providence,  who  provides   for 
them   by  his   inceiiant  goodnefs,  fupplies  all 
their  real  wants  for  fcul  and  body,  bears  with 
their  faults,  forgives  them   their  iins,  vouch- 
fafes  them  his  gracious  alTiftance,  and  is  v/ill- 
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ing  to  beftow  upon  them  thebleffings  of  eter- 
nal falvation :  In  a  v/ord,  that  he  is  ihQgreateJl 
and  bejl  of  all  beings^  the  fountain  of  life, 
the  g/'ver  of'  every  good  mid  psrfcci  gift,  and 
the  eternal  aiai  indefectible  fource  of  all  per- 
fediun  and  bleiTednefs  throughout  the  whole 
creation. 

V/hen  the  mind  confiacrs  God  in  this  ainiable 
and  pieafmg  view,  there  naturally  arifes  an 
ipward  '•ueneration  and  efierm  for  the  Being 
poffeffed  of  fo  greai;  and  excellent  a  charader  j 
a  very  real  and  high  pleafure  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  him  ;  a  defire  of  h'x^friendjl^ip,  an  high 
fenfe  of  the  worth  and  importance  of  his  fa- 
vpur,  and  the  (Ircn^eft  wiflies  to  obtain  it ; 
the  warm.eft  gratitude  for  ?11  his  benefits,  and 
an  inward  care  to  make  the  right  impron:ement 
of  them;  2ifear  of  his  difpleafurey  and  a  due 
caution  to  avoid  it ;  the  ambition  to  refemblcy 
and  be  in  the  moil  perfed:  manner  conformed 
to  him ;  the  refolution  and  ftudy  to  approve 
ourfelves  to,  and  be  accepted  of  him  ;  pleafure 
in  approaching  to  and  converfe  with  him  j 
impatience  under  the  apprehenfion  of  his 
anger,  and  the  utmoft  folicitude  for  recon- 
ciliation and  peace  ;  i\\^firm  adherence  of  the 
mind  to  him  by  faith  and  hope,  and  confidence 
in  his  perfedions  and  promifes ;  the  choice  of 
him  as  our  portion  and  exceeding  great  re'vcard, 
the  entire  refignation  of  ourfelves  to  his  difpofal 
and  will,  and  thechearful  contentment  of  our 
hearts  with  the  fituation  he  appoints  us  ;  from 
a  full  perfuafion  that  we  cannot  do  too  much 
for  him  in  requital  of  his  goodnefs,  and  that 

he 
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he  never  will  do  any  thing  with  us  unworthy 
his  ovv'n  infinitely  glorious  character,  and  in- 
confiflent  with  our  higheft  and  eternal  intereft. 
Thefe  fentiments  all  concur  to  form  this  dif- 
pofition  ',  or  at  leaft,  wherever  love  to  God 
is  the  prevailing  principle  and  afFed'ionj  thefe 
things  will  be  the  certain  concomitants  and 
never-failing  indications  of  it.  And  as  God 
is  fapreme  in  all  perfection  and  excellency  of 
nature  that  can  excite  efteem,  and  deferve  the 
afFecftion  of  rcafonable  minds,  he  muft  be 
of  all  other  beings  the  moft  worthy  of  our 
love,  and  of  all  the  genuine  and  proper  ex- 
pre(l?ons  of  it. 

To  this  love  of  God  we  mud;  add,  as  the 
next  command  of  gre^it  importance,  and  which 
every  thing  in  Chriftianity  confpires  to  pro- 
mote, love  to  meny  or  what  in  my  text,  and  in 
many  other  places,  is  rendered  Charity.  This 
word,  in  the  Englifh  language,  is  generally  ufed 
in  a  very  reftrained  and  limited  fenfe,  to  denote 
the  relief  of  the  poor  by  alms-giving,  or  the 
Q\\zv\{h\ng  favourable  opinions  of  others,  when 
they  differ  from  us  in  religious  fentiments 
and  practices.  But  the  original  word  *,  which 

we 

*  The  Greek  word  ayetTzn  is  ufed  in  profare  writers  to  exprefs 
the  afftdlion  that  takes  place  bccween  brethren,  that  fubfills 
bet'vsren  parents  and  children,  that  cementj  and  endears  the 
married  life,  that  is  the  mutual  and  perpetual  tie  of  friendlhip, 
and  that  arifes  from  the  fenfe  of  favours  conferred,  and  benefits 
received.  In  like  manner  the  Latin  word  Chantas,  from  whence 
oar  Engliffj  word  Charity  direftly  comes,  implies  that  ftrong  re- 
gard, clteem  and  love,  that  are  due  to  friends,  lo  parents, 
children,  brethren,  relations,  our  lives,  and  our  councry,  in 
which  Cicero  comprehends  every  other  tender  aiFtdiion  and  cha- 
rity 
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we  thus  render,  hath  a  much  nobler  and 
more  extenfive  meaning  in  the  New  Tcftament, 
when  applied  to  men  ;  as  it  feems  to  be  pecu- 
liarly in  my  text,  and  many  other  places.  It 
comprehends  in  it  affeSlion  and  favour  to,  and 
approbation  of,  pleajiire  and  acquiefcence  in  any 
perfon  or  thing  that  is,  or  ought  to  be  dear  to 
us.  It  denotes  that  pleafing,  warm,  and  ge- 
nerous afFedion  that  fhould  take  place  between 
brethren,  that  (hould  ever  fubfift  in  the  mar- 
ried relation,  that  fhould  ever  reign  amongft 
parents  and  children,  that  humanity  didates 
even  to  enemies,  and  that  every  man  owes,  by 
the  famenefs  and  common  ties  of  nature,  to 
all  good  men  efpecially,  and  to  all  men  without 
exception.  And  the  univerfality  of  this  love 
is  its  charadteriftic  in  Chriftianity  j  for  thus 
St.  Paul  prays  for  the  T^hejfalonians  -f-,  that 
God  would  make  them  to  increafe  and  abound  in. 
love,  one  towards  another,  and  towards  all  men ; 
though  there  are  peculiar  expreffions  of  it  due 
in  particular  relations  and  connexions  of  be- 
ing;  where  nature,  providence,  compa6t, 
principles  and  religious  engagements  unite 
perfons  together ;  and  even  where  it  may 
leem  to  be  lead  of  all  owing,  we  are  as  Chrif- 
tians  commanded  to  fhew  it,  to  thofe  who 
differ  in  religion  from  us,    and  even  to  our 

rity  of  human  nature;  and  which  will  fonietimes  excite  men 
to  die  for  thofe  who  are  the  objefts  of  their  love.  Chari  pa- 
rentes^  chari  liheri,  propinqui,  familiares.  Bed  omnes  omnium 
Chari  tales  patria  uva  complexa  ejl;  pro  qua  quis  bonus  duLitet 
mortem  appetere,  fi  ei  fit  prof uturm  ?  Cicer.  de  Offic.  1.  1 .  c.  17. 

t  1  Theff.  iii.  12. 

enemies. 
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enemies.  It  muft  be,  as  to  the  nature  of  it, 
JinCere,  unfeigned,  without  diffimulation,  in 
and  from  the  heart  and  fpirit,  fervent,  always 
abounding  and  increafing,  conftant  and  per- 
petual, if  it  arifes  to  the  Chriftian  ftandard, 
and  would  fecure  to  itfelf  the  comfort  and 
hope  of  the  gofpel. 

But  then  as  there  may  be  many  pretences  to 
this  love  of  God,  and  charity  towards  men, 
were  the  reality,  or  at  leaft  the  prevalence  of 
it  is  wanting,  and  that  none  might  think  the 
whole  of  religion  confided  in  the  mere  in- 
ternal affection  for  God,  if  that  can  be,  with- 
out <he  proper  efFed:s  of  it,  or  in  a  friendly, 
benevolent  difpofition  towards  mankind,  where 
other  good  difpofitions  are  wanting,  and  any 
of  the  important  duties  of  the  Chriftian  life 
habitually  negledted;  the  Apoftle  lays  down 
feme  rules,  by  which  we  may  form  our  judg- 
ment of  it,  and  certainly  know  whether  it  be 
iincere  and  acceptable.     And  this  leads  me 

II.  To  the  fecond  general,  which  is  to  con- 
iider  the  proper  four  ce  and  genuine  attendance  of 
that  love  and  charity  which  he  here  recom- 
mends. The  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity, 
cut  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  confcience, 
mid  of  faith  unfeigned. 

I .  To  render  our  charity,  or  our  love  to  God 
and  mdn  a  difpolition  truly  amiable  and  accep- 
table, it  xiiw^h^  out  of  a  pure  heart.  Some 
interpreters  think,  that  this  defcription  denotes 
only  the  fmcerity  of  this  love,  in  oppoiition 
to  what  is  pretended  and  feigned,  hypocritical 
and  deceitful ;  as  St.  Fcter  is  thought  to  ufe 

the 


Serm.  15.         The  "Nature  of  Chariry.  303 

the  expreffioni  v.'hen  he  exhorts  thofe  to 
whom  he  wrote  J,  to  love  one  another  iznth  a 
i)ure  heart  fervently.  And  undoubtedly  our 
love  to  God  and  man  fliould  be  thus  un- 
feigned and  pure.  But  as  the  pure  heart  .is 
here  joined  with  a  good  confcience  and  faith  un- 
feigned^, and  is  uied  in  fcripture  feveral  times, 
and  even,  as  I  apprehend,  by  St.  Peter,  in  the 
place  juft  cited,  in  a  greater  latitude,  to  de- 
note a  heart  purified  from  all  criminal  affec- 
tions and  paflions ;  I  think  the  Apoflle  is  to 
be  underftood  in  this  extenfive  nieaninp'  in 
the  place  before  us.  Love  to  God  and  men, 
to  render  it  of  any  avail,  mufl  be  feated  in  a 
heart  that  is  duly  cleanfcd  ii'ovn  all  thofe  evil 
tendencies  and  difpofitions,  that  argue  a  real 
moral  impurity,  and  are  highly  OxFenfive  in 
his  fight  and  eftimation,  who  is  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  fin  with  approbation,  who  hath 
720  pleafure  in  wickednefs,  and  with  whom  evil 
fiall  never  dwell  ^^. 

It  is  I  believe  pofTible,  that  there  may  be 
a  real  des^ree  of  eflecm  '^.nA.affeBion  even  for 
God  himfelf,  confidered  as  the  greateil  and 
moft  benevolent  being,  and  as  the  great  au- 
thor and  fountain  of  all  good;  at  leaft  there 
may  be,  becaufe  there  have  been,  great  pro- 
fefiions  made  of  loving  God,  where  men  are 
under  the  dominion  of  very  bad  affections, 
and  allow  themfelves  in  the  gratification  of 
thofe  luilis  which  are  abfolutely  inconfiftent 
with  piety  and  virtue.     And  it  is  no  uncom- 

X  I  P€t.  i.  22.      §  Mat.  V.  8.     2  Tim.  ii.  22.     *  Ffal.  v.  4. 

mon 
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moh  cafe,  to  fee  men  of  the  greatefl:  humanity 
and  goodnefs  qx  temper,  who  have  a  real  love 
to  their  country,  and  very  remarkable  bene- 
volence and  charity  to  others,  yet  wholly  given 
up  to  the  indulgence  of  their  fenfual  appetites, 
and  flaves  to  the  mod  impure  and  criminal 
defires  and  purfuits.  One  cannot  behold  fuch 
inftances  without  compaffion,  nor  help  griev- 
ing to  fee  fuch  amiable  difpofitions  dwelling 
amidfl  fuch  prevailing  corruption  and  defile- 
ment. But  to  fecure  the  true  dignity  and 
worth  to  our  charity  as  Chriftians,  it  muft 
be  planted  in  a  heart  that  is  fwept  and  cleanfed 
frofii  the  impurities  of  fin.  In  which  the  love 
of  it  is  extinguifhed,  the  dominion  of  it 
broken,  the  habits  of  it  extirpated,  and  the 
prevailing  paffions  and  affections  of  the  mind 
all  regulated  by,  and  fubjedted  to,  the  power 
of  principle,  and  the  prevalence  of  righteouf- 
nefs  and  truth. 

If  our  love  to  God  doth  not  produce  this 
good  effe<5t,  it  doth  not  come  up  to  the 
Chriftian  ftandard  and  meafure  of  loving  God 
with  all  the  heart  and  foul,  and  might  andflrength. 
For  he  can  never  love  God  in  this  manner  who 
loves  the  pleafures  of  fm  more  than  God  -,  as 
he  certainly  doth,  who  indulges  to  thofe 
pleafures  which  God  forbids,  and  Vv^ho  will 
not  renounce  and  forfake  them,  in  order  to 
obtain  his  favour,  and  fecure  his  approbation. 
And  therefore,  unlefs  the  love  of  God  fo  pre- 
vail in,  and  hath  that  influence  over  us,  as  to 
fubdue  and  extinguifh  every  criminal  alieClion 
and  habit  in  us,  that  would  lead  us  to  thofe 

indulgences. 
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sndul^^ences  which  he  hath  prohibited;  all 
pretences  to  it  are  groundlefs,  infincere,  and 
deteftable. 

In  I'ke  manner,  as  to  benevolence,   charity^ 
and  love  to  meriy  how  is  this  excellent  dirpoii- 
tion  difhonoured  and  degraded,    if  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  make   pretences  to  it,   harbour 
thofe  vile  affedions,    and  are  in  the  pciTeinoii 
of  tliole  impure  appetites,   that  mud  prevent 
the  growth  and  profperity  of  all  better  diipo- 
fitions,    and  efpecially  check  the  tendencies,^ 
and  powerfully  counteraft  all  the  didates  of 
a  truly    generous   and  friendly    mind !     For 
every  real  vice  is  in  its  nz.iM^QjelJiJh,  feeks  its 
own  gratification,  fo  far  as  it  prevails,    exclu- 
five  of  the  welfare   of    others,    and    is   ever 
ready  to   procure   it    by  fuch  means    as   are 
contrary  to  and  deflrudive  of  it ;    and  there- 
fore benevolence  and   the  love   of  others,  if 
they  dwell  in   a  wicked   and  polluted   heart, 
muft,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  greatly  con- 
traded,    very  uncertain  in    their  effeds,   and 
their  influence  oftentimes  entirely  prevented, 
in  fome  of  the  noblell:  and  worthieft  inftances, 
by  the  more   powerful   bias  and    tendency  of 
fome  contrary,  partial  and  fordid  difpofition. 
Eefides  this,  though  goodnefs  of  temper,   and 
the  love  of  mankind,    be  confequently  very 
amiable  and   defirable  qualities,  yei  it  is  far 
from  being  the  whole  of   religion  and  virtue, 
and  carinot  poflibly  extenuate  the  guilt  of,    or 
■prevent    the  bad  confequences   arifing    from 
thofe  irregular  paflions  and  habits,  that  poiTeft 
the  minds  of  bad  men,  and  appear   fo  evi- 
VoL.  II.  X  Gently 
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dently  in  their  conduct  and  behaviour.     For 
the  characters  of  men  are  not  to  be  denomi- 
nated from  any  particular  good  quaUty  they 
may  poliefs,   but  from  the  habitual  ftate  of 
their  tempers,  and  the  difpofitions  that  influ- 
ence  them  in  the  general  condu(5t  of  their 
lives.     A  perfon  may  be  a  very  fober  man,  as 
to  eatiiig  and  drinking,    and   yet  upon   the 
whole  a  very  corrupt  and  v/icked  one,  becaufe 
under  the  dominion  of  many  hurtful  and  dif- 
honourable  lufts ;  and  there  may  be  a  native 
kindnefs    and  friendlinefs    of  temper,  a  very 
ftrong   propenfity  to  think  well   of,    and   do 
gooci  to  niankind,  in   thofe  who  have  fcarce 
any  thing  elfe  good  in  their  whole  charader, 
and  are  wholly,  or  in   a  prevailing   manner 
fubjed:  to  the  government   of  fenfe  and  ap- 
petite.    But  'tis  abfurd  to  imagine,  that  one 
good   difpofition,  and  which  perhaps   is   the 
mere  effedl  of  natural  conftitution,.  and  adds 
therefore  nothing,  as  fuch,  to  their  commen- 
dation, can  be  an  equivalent  for  the  want  of 
all  others,   or  a  compenfation  for   the  indul- 
gence of  thofe   which   are  offenfive  in  their 
nature,  argue  prevailing  corruption   in    their 
heart,     and   are   really  inconfiftent   with   the 
true   perfcdion  and  happinefs  of  our  being. 
This  love   therefore,  and    this   affection    and 
charity   to    men,   mail    be  cheriflicd   by,  and 
tiitQnclzd   with  a  prevailing  purity  of  heart ; 
an   heart   cleanfed   by  the  word   and  Spirit  of 
God,  from  all  finful  lufts   and    paffions,  and 
acccmpani'ed  with  thofe  other  graces  and  fa- 
cred  affections,  which  are  of  equal  worth  and 

importance 
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importance  in  themrelves,  and  by  the  condi- 
tution  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  neceflary  to  final 
falvation  and  eternal  happinefs.  Otherwiie 
this  even  lovely  difpofition  will  contradl  fuch 
a  foil  and  impurity,  from  the  polluted  feat 
it  dwells  in,  as  to  forfeit  the  regard  and  ac- 
ceptance of  the  moft  excellent  and  perfect  be- 
ing.    But 

2.  'Tis  farther  neceffary  to  the  giving  our 
charity  as  Chriftians,  or  our  love  to  God  and 
man,  its  true  value  and  importance,  that  it 
proceed  from,  or  be  attended  with  a  good  con- 
fcience,  as  well  as  a  pure  heart.  Confcience 
is  that  power  or  faculty  of  the  reafonable 
mindj  by  which  it  is  capable  of  rcfledling  on^ 
and  becomes  confcious  of  what  vv^e  are  and 
do  ',  and  therefore  ri  good  confcience  is  fuch  a 
confcience  as  teflifies-  to  us  that  v/e  do  v/elli 
and  that  our  acflions  are  really  good,  anfwer- 
able  to  our  relations,  and  agreeable  to  the 
proper  rule  of  our  duty.  V/hen  v/e  are  con- 
fcious to  this,  in  the  whole  extent  of  our  be- 
haviour, allowances  being  made  for  the  com- 
mon frailties  and  imperfedions  of  human  na- 
ture, from  which  none  are  excepted,  or  when, 
we  have  the  tejiimoiiy  cf  confcience,  that  in  ftm- 
plicity  and  godly Jincerity,  not  withfefily  li^lfdonij, 
but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  con- 
verfation  in  the  world-,  confcience  is  then  good^ 
as  it  gives  tefcimony  to  the  truth,  to  what  is 
feally  good  and  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  to  what 
is  highly  conducive  to  our  own  bonour^i  com- 
fort and  happinefs.  Now  charity,  to  render 
it  of  any  avail  or  worth,  mull:  dwell  in  this 
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good  co'nfciefuey  or  be  attended  with  this  tefti- 
mony  of  our  own  minds,  that  we  endeavour 
to  order  our  converfation  in  all  things  aright, 
and'  as  Chriftians,  that  we  approve  and  prac- 
tife  the  good  aiid  acceptable  and  perfe5f  will  of 
God  as  revealed  by  Chrift;  or  it  muft  be  pro- 
ducflive  of  all  thofe  good  and  excellent  fruits' 
which  this  facred  difpofition  is  defigned,  and' 
hath  a-  natural  and  powerful  tendency  to  bri-ng 
forth. 

The  love  of  God,  recommended  in  the  fa- 
cred writings,  is  not  merely  an  inward  affec- 
tion^ that  lies  unadtive  and  ufelefs  in  the  mind, 
or  that  creates  only  fome  internal  feelings,  of 
which  the  mind  alone  is  fenfible  -,  but  a 
powerful,  aBive  principle,  that  excites  and 
quickens  to  an  anfwerable  behaviour  towards- 
him,  viiible  in  all  the  fruits  of  real  piety, 
and  the  practice  of  univerfal  righteoufnefs. 
Its  general  chara<5leriftic  is,  the  keeping  of 
God's  commandment ;  for  this  is  the  love'  of 
God,  the  fure,  the  genuine  evidence  and  effect 
df  it,  that  we  keep  his  commandments  * ;  or  aS' 
the  Apoftle  elfewhere  expreffes  it :  T^his  is  love, 
that  we  walk  after  his  commandments  "f-,  make 
them  the  rule  of  our  entire  conduct  through- 
out the  whole  of  life.  And  it  makes  the 
keeping  of  his  commands  an  eafy  and  delight- 
ful fervice.  For  his  commandments  are  not  grie-^ 
vous  J,  viz.  to  thofe  v*'ho  are  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  love  of  God.  And  as  the  word' 
of  Chrift  is  the  word  of  God  himfelf,  as  by 

*  I  John  V.  3.        t  Eph.  ii.  6.         X  ^  lo^iti  v.  3. 

him; 
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him  God  in  thefe  laft  days  hath  fpoken  to 
mankind,  the  keeping  Chrill's  word,  by 
obeying  the  precepts  of  it,  is  neceffary  to 
perfed  the  love  of  God  ;  to  render  it  accep- 
table to  him,  and  fecure  the  benefits  of  it  to 
ourfelves.  For  whofo  keepeih  kis  word,  in  hi?7i 
iserily  is  the  love  of  God perjecied\.  And  if  it 
be  thus  genuine  and  compleat,  it  will  be  far- 
ther productive  of  the  love  of  ^he  brethren,  for 
thi$  is  theccmmandment  we  have  from  him,  that 
he  who  loveth  God^  love  his  brother  alfo  -f-  j  i.e. 
every  man,  as  far  as  he  is  an  objed:  of  love, 
fer  we  are  all  brethren  -,  and  all  fincere  Chrif- 
tians  in  an  efpecial  manner,  who  are  all  born 
of  God  by  the  word  of  truth j  related  to  each 
other  as  brethren,  by  their  common  relation 
to  him  as  their  reconciled  God  and  Father, 
and  heirs  together  of  the  fame  heavenly  in- 
heritance 3  for  thofe  who  are  rich  in  faith, 
are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  God  hath  -prv- 
mifed  to  them  that  love  him%.  He  therefore 
who  profelles  to  love  God,  without  keeping 
his  commandments,  and  obeying  the  word 
of  Chrift ;  who  is  deftitute  of  benevolence 
and  affedion  to  mankind  in  general,  and  to 
fincere  Chriftians  in  an  efpecial  manner  j  can 
have  no  good  confcience,  becaufe  he  is  not, 
an.d  cannot  be  confcious,  that  his  love  of  God 
is  fincere  ;  in  as  much  as  it  is  not  attended  with 
thofe  fruits  and  effeds,  which  are  the  certain 
and   never-failing   indications    and   proofs   of 

jl  1  John  ii.  5.        t  1  John  iv,  21.        J  James  ii.  5. 
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the  reality  and  prevalence  of  it.  And  indeed 
there  cannot  be  a  more  infallible  2p,d  decilive 
evidence  of  hypocrify,  nothing  more  odious 
and  deteilable  in  its  nature,  nothing  that  ar- 
gues a  more  deteftablc  and  corrupt  heart, 
than  any  ones  pretending  to,  and  boaft- 
ino-  of  his  love  of  God  and  Chrift,  who  at 
the  fame  time  habitually  and  wilfully  vio- 
lates the  commands  they  have  given,  in- 
dulges his  paiTions  and  appetites  at  the  expence 
of  his  duty,  and  is  void  of  humanity,  affection 
and  goodnefs  tov/ards  tlicfe  whom  God  and 
Chrift  have  taught  them  to  love  by  their  own 
example. 

And  as  the  love  of  God  hath  its  genuine 
effedls,  and  muft  produce  them,  in  order  to 
create  and  fupport  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
confcience  ;  fo  alfo  hath  charity  or  benevor 
lence  and  love  to  men ;  for  there  is  a  work  and 
labour  of  love,  by  which  it  difcovers  its  effi- 
cacy and  prevalence;  and  when  we  are  con- 
fcious  to  ourfelves,  that  our  charity  hath  thefe 
fruits  to  evidence  its  truth  and  reality,  we  are 
thus  far  in  poffeffion  of  a  good  confciencCj, 
and  may  with  St.  P<^z// rejoice  in  the  teftimony 
of  it.  If  it  doth,  as  it  certainly  fliould  do, 
extend  to  all  without  exception,  it  will  difcover 
itfelf  at  lead  by  its  good  wifhes  and  affedi- 
onate  prayers  for  the  general  welfare  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind.  If  it  be  unfeigned  and 
afFeftionate,  it  will  fhew  its  own  worth,  and 
influence  thofe  who  are  under  the  conftraints 
of  it,  to  the  moil  inoffenfive,  generous  and 
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ufeful  behaviour.  It  will  moil  effedually  curb 
and  keep  under  all  the  hurtful  and  mifchievous 
paffions  of  human  nature,  and  in  our  condudl 
to  others  preferve  us  from  every  thing  that  may 
offend  and  grieve  and  injure  them;  for  love 
worketh  no  evil  to  its  neighbour,  but  extinguilhes 
envy  and  malice,  fubdues  pride  and  haughti- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  preferves  from  the  bad  effeds  of 
infolence,  and  from  every  thing  in  behavi- 
our that  is  indecent  and  unfcemly.  It  cures 
and  enlarges  the  felfifh  difpolition,  feeketh  not 
her  own  only,  and  fcorns  to  bend  every  thing 
to  perfonal  pleafure  and  advantage.  It  lays 
a  reftraint  upon  the  v/arm  and  hafty,  the 
irritable,  fufpicious,  peevifli  temper  j  for  it 
is  not  eafily  provokedy  and  thinks  no  evil  of  man- 
kind from  the  prevalence  of  a  jealous  difpoli- 
tion, and  the  ill  nature  of  a  malignant  and 
diftruftful  heart.  It  takes  no  pleafure  in  the 
errors  and  faults  of  others,  and  derives  no 
happinefs  from  their  crimes  and  punllhrnents ; 
for  it  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity ^  nor  in  any  of  the 
evil  confequences  that  attend  it.  It  infpires 
with  the  mod  humane  and  benevolent  af- 
fections, opens  the  mind  to  all  the  didates  of 
liberality  and  goodnefs,  and  prompts  to  every 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  pesce,  com- 
fort, and  happinefs  of  others.  \i  is  in  its 
nature  kind  and  friendly,  and  ready  and  volun- 
tary in  all  ads,  to  gratify  its  own  flrong  pro- 
penfity  to  confer  benefits  on  thofe  who  need 
its  affiftance  and  fupport.  It  fuffers  long  be- 
fore it  lofes  its  good  opinion  of  ethers,  and 
X  4  cafts 
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cafts  them  off"  as  unworthy  of  its  fatther  notice 
and  regard.  It  takes  pleajure  in  truth,  and 
abhors  ail  difTimulation  and  falfiiood.  //  con- 
ceals all  things  th?t  it  knows  amifs  of  others, 
and  without  neceffity  never  publiilies  them 
to  the  worlds  but  covers  a  multitude  of  Jins, 
by  forgiving  and  endeavouring  to  recover  and 
reform  the  offender.  It  believeth  all  things  that 
are  good  of  others,  where  there  is  no  juft  reafon 
to  fafpecft,  por  proof  of  the  contrary,  nor  ever 
eafily  gives  into  the  unkind  reports  of  ill-nature 
and  malice.  It  hopeth  all  things  to  the  advan- 
tage of  others,  whilfl:  there  is  any  ground  of 
hopes  and  oftentimes  when  there  are  fome  cir- 
cumftances  that  difcourage  and  forbid  it.  It 
e?idureth  all  things  that  are  tolerable  in  their 
nature,  puts  up  with  involuntary  failings,  and 
even  bears  long  with  greater  offences,  whilfl 
there  is  any  profpe(5t  of  reclaiming  the  of- 
fender, and  bringing  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  in- 
tereft  and  duty. 

In  a  Vv'ord,  that  charity  or  love,  which  is 
recommended  and  enforced  by  Chriflianity, 
is  that  candid,  right  difpofition  of  mind  to- 
wards all  men,  that  comprehends  in  it  every 
thing  that  is  implied  in  humanity,  benevolence, 
and  gocdnefs  of  heart  ;  and  wherever  it  is  ge- 
nuine and  the  prevailing  principle,  is  the  mofl 
effectual  and  fure  prefervative  againfl  every 
wilful  violation  of  focial  duty,  and  the  moft 
povv^erful  and  perfuafive  motive  to  every  thing 
that  is  decent,  regular,  matter  of  obligation, 
Jcind,  affedlionate,  ufeful,  profitable^  and  con-^ 
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ducive  to  the  peace,  honour,  prefent  prof- 
perity,  and  final  happinefs  of  all  thofc  to 
whom  it  can  reach  its  benign  and  falutarj 
afliftance. 

Now  if  any  one  pretends  to  this  charity  or 
love,  without  being  confcious  to  thefe  diftin- 
guifhing  effential  properties  and  efFeds  of  it, 
or  if  he  knows  that  the  charity  he  boafts  of 
is  attended  with  properties  and  fruits  quite 
the  reverfe  of,  and  contrary  to  thefe;  he  hath 
a  very  bad,  or,  according  to  St.  Paul's  epithet, 
2.  defiled  confcience  y  bccaufe  he  is  fenfible  of 
thofe  moral  impurities  that  the  prevalence  of 
Chriftian  love  ought  eifedually  to  cleanfe  him 
from  :  And  if  he  be  infcnfible  to  thofe  cri- 
minal defilements  which  he  really  labours  un- 
der. Without  care  to  amend  them,  or  fear  of 
their  confequences,  he  hath  what  is  much 
worfe  than  a  merely  defiled  confcience,  vv^hat 
the  fcripture  calls  an  hardened  and  2i  feared  one. 
Natural  benevolence,  the  affedfionate  temper, 
amidfl  fuch  prevailing  blemiil:ies  and  corrup- 
tions of  mind,  becomes  disfigured,  and  though 
it  may  retain  fomewhat  of  its  original  beauty 
and  lovelinefs,  yet  appears  fo  altered,  and 
blemiflied  with  fo  many  marks  of  deformity 
and  wretchednefs,  as  that  it  cannot  be  beheld 
without  a  mixture  of  great  compaflion  and  de- 
teftation.  No,  if  Chriftians,  you  have  a  pre- 
vailing love  to  God,  if  your  hearts  be  really 
in  the  pofTefTion  and  under  the  facred  influence 
of  that  affedlionate,  generous,  and  worthy 
benevolence  towards  men,  to  which  the  gof- 
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pel  of  the  Son  of  God  calls  you ',  unfeigned 
piety  to  God,  will  dignify  the  charaders,  and 
in  the  relations  of  life  in  which  you  ftand  to- 
wards men,  the  goodnefs  of  your  hearts  will 
exert  itfelf,  in  all  the  worthy  and  commend- 
able inftances  of  a  wife,  prudent,  juft,  equi- 
table, compaffionate  and  friendly  behaviour. 
In  fueh  a  ftate,  confclence  will  fuggeft  the 
mofi:  kind  and  comfortable  refle(flions,  and  you 
may  enjoy  the  fuggeflion,  becaufe  it  will  be 
founded  in  truth. 
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SERMON    XVI. 

The  Nature  and  Importance  of  Charity* 

I  Tim.  i.  5. 

ISJow  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity,  out 
of  a  pure  heart  and  of  a  good  confcience^  and 
of  faith  unfeigned, 

THESE  words  contain  a  fummary  of 
all  real  and  acceptable  religion.  The 
end  of  the  commandment  here  means,  the  great 
intention  and  principal  view  of  all  divine  re- 
velation 'y  and  this  is  declared  to  be  charity  out 
cf  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  confcience,  and  faith 
unfeigned.  1  have  (hewn  you  v/hat  this  cha- 
rity is,  and  that  it  confirts  in  the  love  of  God, 
or  that  high  veneration,  efteem,  gratitude  and. 
affedion,  which  the  conlideration  of  his  infi- 
nite perfedion,  and  boundlefs,  ne ver- failing- 
goodnefs  demands  Irom  us,  and  will  excite  in 
the  minds  of  all  thofe,  who  fuffer  thefe  re- 
fledions  duly  to  imprefs  and  influence  them ; 
and  in  ih&loveof  our  neighbour,  i.  e.  the  affec- 
tionate, warm  benevolence  of  the  heart,  or 
the  friendly,    kind,  compafiionate,    brotherly 
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vdifpofition  towards  him,  that  powerfully  in- 
-clines  us  to  wifh  well  to  all  his  interefls,   and 
promote  his  happinefs.     I   have   alfo   fhewn' 
you,  what  that  pure  heart  is,  that  muft  be 
the  Teat  of  this  love  of  Gcd  and   man  ;   mz, 
an  heart  purified  from    all  criminal  paffions, 
and  thofe  evil  tendencies,    habits,   and  difpoli- 
tions,  that  create  a  moral  impurity,   and  are 
highly  oiTenfive  in  the  eflimation  of  God  ;  be- 
caufe  without  this  we  cannot  love  God  with  all 
^our  hearts  and  fovils,  and  might  and  ftrength; 
for*  he  certainly  loves  the  pleafures  of  fin  more 
than  God,   who  will   not  extinguKh   this  vile 
al?e-<5lion  for  them  to  obtain  his  favour,  and  fe- 
cure  his  approbation  ;  and  becaufe  thefe  finful 
propenfities  and  habits,  wherever  they  polTefs 
the  mind,  create  that  partiality  and  felfifhnefs, 
which  tends  to  contrad;  and  extinguifh   the 
benevolent  regard  to  our  neighbour,   and  will 
check   the  growth,  and  prevent  the  beil  and 
kindefl:  effeds  of  it.     This  charity  mufi:  alfo 
proceed  from   a  good  confcie?7ce,   as  well    as  a 
pure  heart  j  i.  e.  from  the  tefi:imony  of  our 
minds,   that  our  love  to  God  and  man  is  ha- 
bitually attended   with  all  thofe  good  eiiecfts, 
which  the  prevalence  of  this  facred  difpofition 
will    invariably   produce ;    the   pretenfion    to 
which  is  effsdtually  refuted  and   deftroyed  by 
adions  that  manifeft  a  prevailing  hatred  to  the 
moral  government  of  God,  and  the  want  of 
•all  friendly  regard  to  and  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare and  happinefs  of  mankind.     I  now  pro- 
<:eed 
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3.  To  a  third  chara<5teriflic  of  this  cha- 
rity, which  is,  that  it  muft  proceed  from 
faith  unfeigned,  as  well  as  a  pure  hearty  and  a 
good  conjcie nee.  Faith  unf eigne d,  or  as  the  ori- 
ginal words  run,  faith  without  hypocrify,  or 
diffimulation,  is  fuch  a  belief  of  the  truths  of 
divine  revelation,  as  is  founded  upon  real  con- 
viBion  and  evidence,  and  is  therefore  fincere 
and  genuine,  and  not  merely  in  appearance 
and  pretence.  An  hypocrite^  in  the  Greek 
language,  is  properly  an  aBor  in  a  tnafk  *;  the 
ancient  acftors  performing  in  a  vizor  or  mafk, 
appearing  with  fidtitious  faces,  and  a(^ing  a 
feigned  part  or  character,  that  was  not  really 
their  own  ;  and  hence  it  came  by  a  very  ele- 
gant and  natural  tranllation  to  denote  one 
who  pretends  to  be  what  he  is  not,  or  not  to 
be  what  m  reality  he  is  j  and  when  applied 
to  religion  and  virtue,  fignifies  one  who  pre- 
tends to,  and  puts  on  the  appearance  of  that 
faith,  fandiity  and  goodnefs,  of  which  he  is 
in  truth  and  fadl  entirely  deftitute.  Such  a 
one,  when  his  face  wears  the  gravity  and 
ferioufnefs  of  a  religious  man,  wears  a  mafk., 
and  puts  on  a  countenance  that  is  not  his 
own.  When  he  profefles  himfelf  a  believer, 
and  engages  with  the  people  of  God  in  the 
folemnities  of  worfhip,  he  is  really  a  preten^ 
der  and  cheat,  affumes  the  charader  that  doth 
not  belong  to  him,  and  is  no  more  what  he 
feems  to  be,  than  a  mafk  upon  the  ftage, 
who  perfonates  another,  and  for  a  while  con- 
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ceals  himielf  from  the  public  obfervation 
and  notice.  A  believer  without  the  mafk  of 
hypocrify,  is  one  who  is  perfuaded  in  his  heart 
and  conicience,  that  the  principles  of  Chrif- 
tianity  he  profeffes  to  believe,  are  indeed 
the  genuine  truths  of  God ;  and  his  faith  is 
unfeigned  and  without  diffimulation,  becaufe 
it  arifes  from  a  full  and  thorough  convidion 
that  the  gofpel  dotlrine  hath  a  divine  original 
and  authority,  and  implies  his  firm  aflent  and 
cordial  fubmiffion  to  it  as  a  revelation  from 
the  Father  of  lights,  and  the  God  of  truth. 

Now  the  charity  fpoken  of  in  my  text  muft 
be  the  efted  of  fuch  a  faith.  Faith  is  the 
foundation  of  a  Chriftian's  love  of  God  and 
his  neighbour.  'Tis  the :  root  and  principle 
of  it,  and  therefore  we  find  them  frequently 
connected  together  in  the  facred  writings  as 
caufe  and  efFe(S,  as  concomitant  graces  that 
equally  polTefs  the  hearts  of  every  fincere 
Chriftian.  'Twas  the  matter  of  St.  Paul'^ 
thankfgiving  to  God  for  the  Colo  [pan  converts, 
that  he  had  heard  of  their  faith  in  Chriji  fefus, 
and  their  love  to  all  faints  -f* ;  and  in  his  Epiftle 
to  the  Galatia}js\\Q  tells  us  expreilly  :  That  in 
Chrif  fefus  neither  circumcifion  avails  any  thing, 
nor  uncirciancifon,  but  faith  which  worketh  by 
loveX'  This  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
ChriiHanity,  without  which,  whatever  elfe 
we  have,  it  is  of  no  confequence  to  our  fal- 
vation,  and  with  which,  we  can  be  deftitute 
of  nothing  that  is  necelTary  to  it.     And  they 

t  Col,  i.  4,  %  Gal.  V,  6. 
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add  worth  and  efficacy  to  each  other,  info- 
much  that  faith  without  this  charity  is  dead, 
and  will  profit  us  nothing  -,  and  love,  unlefs 
it  be  fupported  and  animated  by  principles  of 
faith,  will  either  be  entirely  v/anting,  or  elfc 
languid,  cool,  partial  and  ineffedual. 

The  love  of  God  cannot  poffibly  fublift  or 
have  any  being  in  the  hearts  of  men,  but  as 
the  effed:  of  knowledge  and  belief.  For 
unlefs  we  know  what  God  is,  and  believe 
that  he  is  an  objed;  v/orthy  our  vencratioii 
and  efteem,  it  is  impoffible  we  can  have 
any  regard  or  affetlion  for  him  at  all ;  affec- 
tion being,  in  the  nature  of  things,  founded 
upon  perceived  excellency,  or  fomewhat 
amiable  and  lovely  in  the  objed:  beloved. 
And  therefore  though  there  is  but  little  \o 
be  met  with  in  the  writings  of  the  heathen 
moraiifts  about  the  love  of  God,  yet  Socraics, 
who  reprefented  God  under  the  charader  ot 
wifdom  and  beauty,  fays  -f,  *<  That  could 
wifdoni  difcover  her  form  clearly  to  our  eyes, 
ilie  would  excite  the  warmeft  alfedions  to- 
wards herfelf ;  and  that  beauty  hath  this  pe- 
culiar advantage,  that  it  appears  the  moft 
lovely  of  all  other  things."  And  they,  fome 
of  them,  found  the  reafonablenefs  of  that 
veneration  and  worfhip  that  is  paid  him,, 
upon  the  excellency  of  his  nature,  and  his 
being  the  great  author  of  all  good ;  and 
teach,  "  that  the  principal  worfliip  of  God 
confifts  in  afcribing  to  him  his  proper  majeftyv 

t  PJat,  in  Ph:sdr.  250.  d. 
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and  that  goodnefs  without  which  there  caa 
be  no  real  majefty  ||."  And  undouhtedly> 
this  is  a  moft  certain  truth,  that  the  love  of 
God  is  founded  upon  our  believing  him  to  be, 
what  he  is  in  his  nature,  the  mod  excellent 
and  worthy  of  all  beings ;  and  what  he  is 
in  his  providence,  the  giver  of  e^very  good  and 
every  perfect  gift. 

Now  thtjaith  of  a  Chrijllaii  furnirties  fuch 
peculiar  and  powerful  reafons  and  motives  to 
the  love  of  God,  as  natural  reafon  and  light 
could  never  fuggefl  and  didate.  It  defcribes 
God  as  polTefled  and  encompaffed  with  the 
eternal  majefty  of  abfolute,  immutable  recti- 
tude and  perfection,  as  the  univerfal  creator, 
the  fource  of  all  good,  and  the  fountain  of 
all  life  and  happinefs.  And  befides  its  agree- 
ment with  natural  reafon  in  thefe  principles, 
it  gives  the  moft  afteCting  and  furprizing  ac- 
count of  the  divine  benevolence  and  compaf- 
iion  to  mankind,  exerting  themfelves  in  all 
thofe  inftances  of  goodnefs  which  are  the 
nobleft  that  can  be  in  themfelves,  and  anfwer- 
able  to  all  the  real  wants  and  beft  defires  of 
their  nature.  For  it  not  only  defcribes  God 
as  the  creator,  but  as  the  merciful  rejiorer  of 
mankifidi  as  pitying  them  in  their  ftate  of 
corruption  and  guilt,  as  forming  eternal  coun- 
fels  of  grace  in  their  favour,  z.%  fending  his  onlf 
Son  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  to  execute  them,  and 
to  recover  ftnners,  by  his  do(5trine,  precepts, 
promifesj  fufferings   and  death,  his  refurrec- 

\  Senec.  Ep.  95.  p.  605. 
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tion  and  interceffion  in  heaven,  to  know- 
ledge, true  religion,  the  practice  of  righte- 
ouinefs,  the  favour  of  God  by  remiffion 
of  (ins,  the  privileges  of  children,  the  hope 
of  life  by  a  glorious  refurredlion,  and,  finally, 
an  abundant  entrance  into  his  everlajfing  king- 
do7n  and  glory . 

'Tis  impoffible  thus  to  know,  and  firmly 
believe  in  God  as  revealed  by  Chrift,  revealed 
as  the  moft  worthy,  excellent,  amiable  being, 
and  as  abounding  in  all  the  infinitely  valuable 
effects  of  the  richeft  and  mod  durable  com- 
panion and  grace,  without  admiring  and 
adoring  this  greateft  and  befl  of  beings,  ac- 
knowledging him  as  worthy  our  fupreme  ve- 
neration and  efteem,  and  feeling  within  our- 
felves  fome  fuitable  emotions  of  the  warmed 
afi'ed:ion  and  gratitude.  'Tis  not  the  mere 
apprehenfion  or  belief  of  God,  as  infinitely 
bleffed  and  perfedt  in  himfelf,  that  is  the 
foundation  of  our  love  to  him,  or  at  lead 
that  can  render  him  the  objed:  of  our  highed 
affe»5tion  ;  but  the  belief  of  his  benevolence  to- 
wards usy  his  concern  for  our  happinefs,  the 
experience  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the  value  and 
number  of  the  benefits  he  bedows  upon  us. 
And  therefore  the  belief  of  the  gofpel  doc- 
trine, which  reprefents  God  as  rich  in  fnercy, 
as  having  bleffed  us  with  all  jpiritual  blejjings  in 
Chriji  yefuSi  conferred  on  us  many  invaluable 
privileges  in  the  prefenc  date,  and  made  us 
h6irs  of  eternal  and  incorruptible  bleflings  in 
the  life  to  come  ;  'tis  this  firm  belief  that  is 
the  foundation  of   our  warmed  gratitude  to 
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him,  and  tenders  our  loving  him  with  all  our 
hearts  and  fouls,  and  above  all  other  obje6ls 
whatfoever,  both  our  intereft  and  duty.  Hence 
the  inlpired  Apollle  fays,  with  the  utmoft 
reafon  and  truth  :  PFe  love  bim,  hecauje  hefirfi 
loved  us  ■*.  Love  is  naturally  producilive  of 
love,  and  'tis  the  rnanifeftation  of  God's  good- 
neis  to  us,  and  the  innumerable  proofs  of  the 
atfed:ionate  regard  and  love  that  he  hath 
ihevvn  us,  which  awakens  in  our  minds  the 
flrongefi:  fenfe  of  gratitude,  that  infpires  us 
with,  and  keeps  ahve  in  our  fouls  that  fu- 
prcme  affedion  and  eileem,  which  he  claims 
and  deferves,  and  which  will  animate  our 
praifes  and  perpetuate  our  love  to  him, 
throughout  the  endiefs  ages  of  eternity. 

Faiih  alfo,  or  the  belief  of  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  is  equally  necejjary  to  pro- 
duce, or  at  leaft  to  raife  to  the  Chriftian  llan- 
dard  and  perfection,  the  love  of  our  neighbour. 
There  is  a  kind  of  benevolence  and  af- 
fe(^ion  to  mankind,  that  is,  natural  to  fome 
men. .  They  are  conftitutionally  difpofed  to 
be  affectionate  and  generous.  Humanity  it- 
\z\\  leads  them  to  humane  a<ftions,  and  you 
cannot  pleafe  them  better  than  by  prefenting 
them  with  the  opportunity  of  gratifying  their 
native  bias  to  be  friendly  and  good.  Happy 
difpofition  this,  and  how  amiable  is  the 
charader !  Such  may  be  trulv  faid,  in  the 
words  of  an  heathen  writer,  to  be  formed  of 
better  clay^  than  others ;  or  rather,  as  I  would 

*   I  John  ir.  19. 
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fay,  to  be  favoured  by  the  God  of  nature 
with  a  more  excellent  conftit.ution,  and  lovely 
temper  of  mind.  But  then  it  {]:iould  be  con- 
fidered,  that  nothing,  which  is  merely  natural 
and  conftitutional  to  us,,  can  have,  as  fuch, 
any  charad:er  of  religion  and  morality.  'Tis 
no  virtue  in  any  man,  that  he  is  hungry, 
or  thirfly,  or  naturally  difpaffionate  and  calm, 
or  good  humoured,  or  inclined  to  pity,  or  to 
do  good  offices  to  others,  or  to  be  humane 
and  focial.  To  render  natural  good  difpoii- 
tions  virtuous  or  religious,  they  muft  be  culti- 
i;jf^<:/ -by .  principles  of  truth,  and  exercij'ed 
under  the  dirediions  of  religious  and  virtuous 
fentinients  and  motives. 

The  heathen  moralifts  will  recommend  this 
love  of  mankind  to  you  from  the  'natural 
relation  that  all  bear  to  one  another,  and  tell 
you  :  "  All  that  we  behold  is  to  be  conlidered 
as  one  thing  J.  Vv''e  are  members  of  one 
great  body.  Nature  hath  made  us  all  akin 
and  related  to  each  other.  Hence  arifes  mu- 
tual love,  and  the  defire  of  fociety  *  j  the  af- 
fedlion  between  parents  and  children,  kindred, 
relationsr,  friends,  neighbours,  citizens,  and 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  ;"  hereby  making 
the  famenefs  of  nature  the,  foundation  for  all 
that  affection  which  is  due  in  particular  rela- 
tions of  life,  and  from  every  man  to  the  whole 
race  of  men.  Yea,  they  go  farther,  and  tell 
us :  "  That  wife  men  are  friends  to  wife 
men,    even   though    they  do  not    know  one 

%  Senec.  Ep.  95,  p.  604.         *  Cicer.  de  Fin.  I,  5.  c.  23. 
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another  §,  and  that  as  nothing  is  more  lovely 
than  virtue,  he  who  is  a  virCuous  man,  in 
whatever  nation  he  dwells,  ought  to  be  loved 
by  us." 

Undoubtedly  thefe  reafons  for  mutual  af- 
fedtion  and  charity  are  jufl  ones,  and  they 
will  be  regarded  by  all  who  duly  confider  them. 
But  are  thefe  the  befl  and  ftronged:  that  can 
be  urged  to  promote  this  excellent  difpofition  ? 
Chrijiianity  furnifhes  us  with  more  powerful  and 
effeciual  ones,  and  the  belief  of  the  principles 
of  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl;  will  fuggeil  to  us 
much  more  interefting  confiderations  on  this 
important  "fubjed.  It  not  only  tells  us,  that 
we  are  related  to  each  other  by  nature, 
as  the  fame  fpecies  of  creatures,  and  of  one 
comm>on  original  by  birth  -,  but  as  the  creatures 
of  the  fame  God,  and  therefore  children  of 
the  fame  heavenly  Father,  whofe  offspring  we  all 
are,  and  who  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations 
of  men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ||.  It 
reprefents  God  himfelf  as  the  friend  and  bene- 
fador  of  mankind ;  as  good  to  all  nations  of 
the  earth  without  exception ;  to  perfons  of 
all  conditions  and  charaders ;  to  the  ji^ll  and 
linjuj},  to  the  unthankful  and  undeferving,  to 
his  enemies,  and  the  oppofers  of  his  govern- 
ment, as  doing  good  for  evil ;  as  patient  and 
forbearing,  notwithftanding  the  numerous  of- 
fences of  finful  men,  ever  ready  to  pardon 
them  upon  their  fubmiflion  and  repentance, 
and  accept  them  to  full  and  perpetual  favour ; 

§  Cicer.  de  Nat.  Deor.  i.  44.         jj  A£ls  xvii.  26. 
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that  by  this  example  of  God  men  might  learn 
to  extend  their  charity  wide  as  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  to  exclude  none  from  their  bene- 
volent regards,  and  to  abound  in  all  the  fruits 
of  goodnefs  towards  all,  according  as  they 
have  the  ability  and  opportunity  to  do  it,  in 
imitation  of  God  himfelf,  and  in  obedience  to 
his  will  j  Jor  God  is  love^  and  he  who  dwells 
in  love,  dwells  in  God,  and  God  in  him.  Add 
to  this,  that  as  Chriftians  we  have  not  only 
the  example  of  God  to  excite,  but  the  exprefs 
command  of  God  to  oblige  us  to  cultivate  this 
catholic  difpofition,  and  generous  affecStion 
towards  mankind ;  for  thus  we  are  expreflly 
commanded  to  lay  afide  all  malice  and  all  guile, 
and  hypocri/ies,  and  envies,  and  evil fpeaktngs  J, 
to  give  all  diligence  to  add  to  our  faith  virtue,  to 
virtue  knowled^^e,  to  knowledge  temperance,  to 
temperance  patience,  to  patience  godlinej's,  togod- 
Unefs  brotherly  kindnejs,  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs 
charity  -(-.  io  blejs  them  which  perfecute  us,  to 
fhew,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  kindnefs  to 
thofe  of  different  religions  from  us,  to  recom- 
penfe  to  no  man  evil  for  evil,  not  to  avenge  our- 
J'elves,  not  to  be  overcome  of  evil,  but  to  over- 
come evil  with  good,  to  live,  if  poffibly,  as  much 
as  in  us  lies,  peaceably  with  all  men  ;  to  owe  no 
man  any  things  except  it  be  to  love  one  another ; 
a  debt  this  we  fliall  always  be  owing,  though 
we  are  continually  paying  it ;  and  which  un- 
lefs  we  pay  and  owe  too  continually,  we  fhould 
be  nothing,  though  we  h^idjaith  enough  to  re^ 

X  1  Pet.  ii.  I.  t  2  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  7. 
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■move  mountains,  fuch  charity  to  the  poor,  "as 
to  perfuade  us  to  give  all  our  goods  tofeedthem, 
and  zeal  fufficient  xo yield  our  bodies  to  be  burned, 
becauie  defective  in  one  eliential  branch  of 
our  duty  -,  and  it  would  profit  us  nothing,  be- 
caufe  nothing  can  be  a  compenfation  for  the 
want  of  it. 

And   though  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  ex- 
tends our  benevolence  and  affection  to  all  men 
as  fuch,  yet  there  is  unqueftionably  a  peculiar 
good- will  and  love   to  the   more  excellent  and 
worthy  part  of  mankind,  wdio  better  deferve 
regard,  and  have  an  efpecial  claim  to  it.    And 
here   the  faith  unfeigned  of  a  Chriftian  will 
diredl  him  to  the  choice  of  the  proper  objects, 
furnifh  him   with  the  moft  powerful '  perfua- 
fives  to  cultivate,  improve  and  flrengthen  this 
facred  and  god-like  difpofition  towards  them. 
The  objects  themfelves  are  thofe  who  believe  in 
God,  are  the  genuine  difciples  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  who  honour  their  principles  and  profefiion 
by  abounding  in  all  thofe  excellent  fruits,  by 
which    alone  they   can  demonftrate   the  truth 
of  either.      It   was   a  very   wife  and  juft  ob- 
fervation    of  an   heathen  moralift  ||,     "  That 
•he  wlio  is   worthy  of  the  divine  acceptation, 
is   worthy  alfo  to  be  efteemed  by  us ;  for  it 
becomes  him  who  is  a  lover  of  God  to  efteeni 
whatever   hath  a  divine  refemblance,  even  all 
men  who  excel  in  and  are  diftinguiOied  by 
their  virtue."  The  faith  of  a  Chriftian  heightens 
and   enforces  this  confideration,  as  the  great 

j{  Kierocl.  in  Atir.  Carm.  p.  51. 

intention 


Serm.  i6.  Nature  and  Importance  of  Charily.       327 

intention  of  the  gofpel  is,  and  the  conftant 
effedl  of  it  fincerely  believed  will  be,  to  form 
men  into  a  divine  nature,  to  make  them  par- 
takers of  the  image  of  God,  and  to  imprefs 
them  with  the  ftrongeft  refemblance  to  him 
in  knowledge,  righteoufnefs,  and  true  holi- 
nefs,  and  thus  to  render  them  objeds  truly 
amiable  and  lovely.  And  when  perfons  are 
thus  created  after  God,  the  Gofpel  allures  ur, 
that  they  are  accepted  and  beloved  of  him, 
fully  reinftated  into  his  favour,  inverted  by 
him  with  a  right  to  the  moil:  diftinguifhing 
privileges,  and  chofen  by  him  to  the  final 
poileffion  of  the  moib  excellent  and  durable 
inheritance. 

Befides  this  motive  to  an  undiiTembled  love 
of  all  fincere  Chriilians,  that  arifes  from  the 
exam.ple  of  God,  and  the  efFedts  of  his  friend- 
Ihip  to  them,  the  genuine  faith  of  a  C.'hriflian 
farther  informs  him,  that  they  all  ftand 
equally  related  to,  and  are  equally  interefted 
in  the  common  Saviour  of  mankind ;  whether 
they  are  Greeks  or  Jews^  circiwicijion  or  iincir- 
cumdjionj  Barbarian,  Scythian ,  bond  or  f}e^  X'^ 
for  by  their  faith  in  Chriit  they  become  his 
difciples,  they  are  bought  with  the  price  of 
his  blood,  they  are  under  the  conduct  of  his 
Spirit,  they  are  fancrified  by  his  truth,  they 
are  fellow-heirs  of  the  fatne  falvation,  and 
Ihali  finally  have  an  admiilion  into  the  fame 
heavenly  kingdom  and  glory.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  contain  in  them   the  moil:  powerful 

X  Colof.  iii.  II. 
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inducements  for  fincere  Chriftians  to  love  each 
other  '■jcithout  dijjimulation,  to  he  kindly  affec- 
tionedone  to  another y  and  to 'put  on^  as  the  ele5i 
of  God,  ho/y,  beloved,  bowels  of  mercy,  kindnefs, 
humility  oj  mind,  meeknejs,  long-fvffering,  Jor- 
beanng  one  another  ^forgiving  one  another;  ij  any 
?nan  have  a  quarrel  againjl  any,  to  forgive  them 
as  Chrifl  hath  forgiven  us  -,  and  above  all,  and 
what  is  comprehenfive  of  the  whole,  to  clothe 
ourfelves  lijith  that  charity  which  is  the  bond  of 
ferJeBnefs ;  that  which  conne(n:s  and  clofely 
ties  together  all  the  virtues  that  form  the 
Chriflian  character,  and  renders  it  compleat. 
And  this  leads  me  to  fpeak  in  a  few  words 

III.  To  the  third  general,  which  is  to  fhew 
you  the  importance  and  necefjity  of  this  charity, 
out  of  a  pure  heart,  a  good  confcience,  and  faith 
unfeigned.  It  is  declared  by  the  Apoftle  in  my 
text,  to  be  the  end  of  the  commandment,  and 
jherein  he  agrees  with  the  exprefs  dodrine  of 
his  Lord  and  Mafler,  who  in  anfwer  to  the 
queflion,  which  is  the  greatefl  commandment ,6.t.- 
clared  :  Thou  fialt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  a,nd  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind.  This  is  the  frfi  and  great  commandr 
ment,  and  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it,  thou  fh alt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.  On  thefe  two  com- 
mandments hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets  -f-. 
This  is  what  ail  the  facred  writings  turn  upon, 
the  great  thing  they  are  defigned  to  promote, 
the  principal  and  ultimate  end,  and  indeed 
comprehenfive  of  all  the  precepts  they  have 

t  Matt.  xxii.  57-<-40. 
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delivered  in  the  name  of  God.  And  this  is 
what  the  Apoille  declares  to  be  the  end  of  the 
commandment y  which  he  himfelf  had  given ; 
the  great  intention  of  all  the  precepts  of  re- 
ligion and  morality  which  he  had  inculcated 
and  enforced,  wherever  he  had  preached  the 
gofpel.  And  this  will  appear  if  we  confi- 
der,  that 

All  the  commands  of  the  gofpel,  all  the 
great  precepts  of  religion  and  morality, 
contained  in  the  law  of  Mofesy  and  the  law 
of  Chriji,  may  be  reduced  to,  and  compre- 
hended under  this  fingle  precept  of  charity; 
as  it  contains  in  it  and  denotes  the  love  of 
God  and  man  from  principles  of  faith,  ope- 
rative and  influential,  and  each  exerting  itfelf 
in  its  proper  eifecSs. 

The  love  of  God  includes  in  it  every  poffible 
difpofition  of  genuine  piety,  and  indeed  is  ra- 
ther a  complication  of  religious  affedions, 
the  union  of  all  the  various  graces  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  immediately  relative  to  him,  com- 
bining their  reijpedtive  forces,  and  ad:ing 
more  powerfully  by  their  union,  than  any 
one  particular  good  afFed:ion  whatfoever.  For 
there  enters  into  the  idea  of  it,  and  it  is  the 
rich  compound  of  faith,  in  veneration,  efteem. 
for  God,  approbation  of,  acquiefcence  in, 
and  fubmiflion  to  his  pleafure,  gratitude, 
hope,  defire,  fear,  delight  in,  and  the  adhe- 
rence of  the  mind  to  him,  as  the  indefectible 
fource  of  good,  and  the  fole  fountain  of  its 
fupreme  felicity.  So  that  no  difpofition  of 
real  piety  can  be  wanting  where  the  love  of 

God 
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God  warms  the  heart,  and  hath  the  proper 
polleffion  of,  and  influence  over  it.  'Tis  evi- 
dent from  hence,  that  this  facred  affecftion, 
thus  extensive  and  comprchenfive,  mufl,  like 
all  other  internal  habits  and  difpofitions,  pro- 
duce all  its  genuine  effeds,  and  powerfully 
prompt  all  the  fuitable  expreflions  of  it,  in 
all  the  inftances  of  ral;ional  adoration  and 
worfhip,  and  in  a  chearfui  ready  obedience 
to  what  he  hath  declared  to  be  his  will  con- 
cerning us ',  and  that  all  the  exhortations  and 
commands  refpeding  our  immediate  duty  and 
behaviour  to  God,  are  ail  comprifed  in  this 
Single  one,  of  loving  him  with  all  our  heart, 
li\  this  is  contained  the  love  of  Chriji  -,  fince  as 
the  Apoftle  obferves,  'whojhever  believeth  that 
Jefus  is  the  Chrifl:,  is  born  of  God,  and  every 
one  that  loves  bim  that  begat ,  loveth  him  alfo  that 
is  begotten  of  him -^ ',  it  being  impoffible  that 
the  love  of  God  (hould  be  fincere,  without 
our  loving  him  who  is  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon,  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full 
of  grace  and  truth ;  efpecially  as  Vv^e  are  in- 
debted to  the  love  of  Chriil  to  us,  for  the 
mod  powerful  reafons  to  excite  and  perpetuate 
our  eileem  and  love  for  God. 

In  like  manner,  what  one  humane,  be- 
nevolent, tender,  friendly,  kind,  generous, 
and  worthy  affedion  of  our  nature,  can  we 
feel,  or  oueht  we  to  cheriOi,  that  doth  not 
concenter  in  the  love  of  our  neighbour  f  And 
\yhere   all  thefe  benevolent  affedions    meet, 

*  I  John  V.  I. 
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form  the  governing  temper,  and  ad:iiate  all 
the  various  purfuits  of  Hfcj  how  inoiFenfive, 
how  kind,  benign,  engaging,  ufeful,  full  of 
compaffion,  fympathy,  good  offices,  how 
peaceable,  gentle ,  and  eafy  to  be  intreated,  how 
full  of  mercy  i  void  of  partiality ,  free  Jrom  hypo- 
crify,  how  long-fuferings^  forbearing,  for givingy 
how  confident  with  truth,  how  venerable,  jujl, 
pure,  lovely,  reputable,  virtuous,  and praife- wor- 
thy, will  the  Chriftian  and  his  condud:  be, 
throughout  the  whole  of  life  ?  His  charity  and 
love  will  permit  him  to  do  no  evil  to  another, 
through  the  view  of  profit,  and  the  love  of 
pleafure.  It  baniflies  the  paffions  that  are 
fenfual  and  delivifh  from  the  breaft.  It  opens 
the  mind  to  the  moft  generous  fentiments, 
fets  the  head,  the  heart,  the  hands  at  work, 
to  gratify  its  own  paffionate  defire  to  do  good ; 
it  rejoices  with  them  that  rejoice,  and  weeps  with 
them  that  weep,  and  thus  kindly  minding,  not 
only  its  own  things,  but  thofe  of  others,  it  is 
felicitous  for  their  welfare,  is  pleafed  with 
every  opportunity  of  promoting  it,  efleems 
the  advantages  and  plenty  of  life  as  peculiarly 
valuable,  and  rejoices  in  the  polTcflion  of. them, 
principally  for  this  reafon,  as  they  afford  him 
more  numerous  opportunities,  and  liberal 
means  of  imitating  the  beft  of  beings,  and 
approving  himfelf  a  genuine  difciple  of  the 
compafTionate  Jefus,  by  works  of  goodnefs, 
and  lending  his  affiflance  to  carry  on  the  great 
view  of  the  moral  government  of  God,  in 
the  prefent  happinefs,  and  final  falvation  of 
Others.     So  that  charity  is  truly  the  end  of  the 
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commandment,  as  it  is  the  great  intention  of 
all  the  precepts  of  righteoufnefs  to  promote  it, 
and  as  there  can  be  no  defed;  in,  or  deviation 
from  any  focial  duties,  or  moral  virtues, 
where  charity  forms  the  temper,  and  influ- 
ences the  conducft.  It  never  deigns  to  dwell, 
but  where  it  finds  or  creates  a  pure  heart  ;  it 
is  the  perpetual  companion  of  a  good  confci- 
ence,  makes  its  voice  foft  and  pleafing,  and 
fills  it  with  fatisfa(flions  celeflial  in  their  na- 
ture, and  which  are  preparative  for  and  the 
earneft  of  joys  fully  compleat,  uninterrupted 
and  eternal.    , 

Whatev'er  end  we  can  imagine  the  com- 
mands of  revelation  to  have,  we  (hall  find 
they  are  moft  powerfully  and  efiecflually  an- 
fwered  by  the  prevalence  of  this  charity,  or 
under  the  facred  and  propitious  influence  of 
this  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour.  Do  they 
aim  at  the  honour  of  God,  the  fupreme  Lord 
and  governor  of  the  vi'orld  ?  He  who  loves 
him,  muft  be  defirous  of  promoting  it,  and 
doing  whatever  he  doth  to  his  glory  -,  and  if 
he  loves  his  neighbour  as  himfelf,  in  obedi- 
ence to  and  imitation  of  God,  he  will  demon- 
firate  the  fincerity  of  it,  by  fuch  an  habitual 
behaviour  towards  him,  in  all  the  inftances 
of  undiifembled  friendfhip  and  gcodnefs,  as 
{hall  be  full  proof  of  the  pre^uailing  regards  he 
pays  to  the  divine  authority,  and  his  fincere 
defire  of  promoting  that  kingdom  of  God 
which  confiflis  in  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghcft.  Is  the  end  of  the  Chriftian 
fommand  to  advance  the  interefi  of  Chriji  in 

the 


Scrm.  i6.  Nature  and  Importance  of  Charity.      ^33 

the  world,  and  to  render  him  precious  and 
glorious  in  the  eftcem  of  mankind  ?  As  he  was 
born  and  came  into  the  world,  to  do  his  Fa- 
ther's work,  to  carry  on  the  great  purpofes  of 
his  mercy,  and  promote  the  happinefs  and  fal- 
vation  of  mankind ;  how  can  we  better  fhew 
our  regard  for  him,  or  recommend  his  religion 
with  more  advantage  to  others,  than  by  loving 
God  as  he  did,  and  imitating  him  in  his  friend- 
fhip,  affection  and  kindnefs  to  mankind  ?  Doth 
the  commandment  aim  at  X.ht  perfeBion  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  the  creating  men  into  a  divine 
nature  and  refemblance  ?  Remember,  Chrif- 
tian,  God  is  loi^e^  and  he  that  dwells  in  love^ 
dwells  in  God,  and  God  in  him,  and  thus  bears 
his  image  in  the  moll:  amiable  and  attradive 
perfedion  of  his  nature.  Is  one  great  intention 
of  the  Chriflian  command  peace  on  earth,  and 
to  promote  good-will  among]}  men.,  and  hereby 
to  advance  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  fociety  ? 
The  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  prevail- 
ing in  all  its  genuine  fruits  and  efted's,  will 
effedually  remove  every  caufe  of  public  difcord, 
uneafmefs  and  mifery,  unite  men  to  God,  and 
cement  them  together,  in  their  endeavours  to 
promote  the  happinefs  of  each  other,  and  the 
public  fifety  and  profperity.  And,  finally,  is 
the  end  of  the  Chriflian  commandment  to  pre- 
pare men  for,  and  fecure  them  the  pofTeffion 
of  eternal  life  and  bkjjednej's  F  What  ingredient 
can  he  want  to  felf- enjoyment,  and  the  happi- 
nefs of  the  prefent  ffate,  in  whofe  breaft  be- 
nevolence and  fervent  affcdion  dwell  ?  How 
well  prepared  is  he   who  loves   God  for   the 
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heavenly  felicity,  which  arifes  from  the  per- 
fe<5lion  and  perpetuity  of  this  love  ?  How  fit 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  beft  of  beings,  v/ho 
himfelf  refembles  him  in  goodnefs  ?  How  ripe 
for  the  fociety  of  thofe  friendly  beings,  the 
Angels  of  God,  and  the  perfe^led  Saints  of 
Chrift,  whofe  heart  is  purified  from  all  male- 
volent difpofitions,  fitted  for  the  fervices  and 
pleafures  of  friendfliip,  and  prepared  for  all 
thofe  facred  and  exalted  fatisfadions  that  mud 
be  enjoyed  in  that  happy  world,  where  eternal 
harmony  reigns  amongft  all  the  blefied  inhabi- 
tants, where  the  foul  fpirit  of  jealoufy,  difcon- 
tent  and  onvy  never  enters  to  defile  or  trouble, 
where  all  hearts  are  enflamed  by  the  love  of 
God,  united  by  fervent  affedion  to  each  other, 
each  is  happy  in  -himfelf,  and  continually 
heightening  his  own  happinefs  by  promoting 
that  of  others,  and  the  love  of  God  to  all  is 
the  eternal  fource  from  whence  they  derive 
joys  unjpcakable  and  full  of  glory.  Cherifli 
therefore  this  godlike  tamper,  as  you  increafe 
in  it,  you  will  grow  more  meet  for  the  happi- 
nefs of  heaven.  That  biefied  world  will  at 
laft  receive  you,  and  the  God  of  love  will  com- 
pleat  and  perpetuate  your  felicity. 
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The  Cafe  and  Duty  of  an  ofFending 
Brother. 

Luke  xvii.  3,  4. 

^ake  heed  to  y our f elves :  If  thy  brother  trefpafs 
againjl  thee^  rebuke  him  ;  and  if  he  repent, ' 
forgive  him.  And  if  he  trefpafa  againjl  thee 
feven  times  in  a  day^  and  /even  times  in  a  da^^ 
turn  again  to  thee,  foyif^g*  I  repent  5  tbmi 
fialt  forgive  him. 


^  I  "^  H  E  fcrlpture  docftrine  of  forgiving  and 
J  loving  our  enemies,  and  doing  good  for 
evil,  hath  been  generally,  and  that  with  great 
reafon,  looked  on,  as  one  of  the  mod  exalted 
precepts  of  the  Chrijiian  morality,  and  for  the 
praitifing  of  which  there  is  need  of  a  great  deal 
of  refle6tion,  refolution  and  virtue.  The  ten- 
dency to  revenge  is  more  or  lefs  in  all,  and  the 
fvveetnefs  of  revenge  accounted  by  fome  the 
moil  fenfible  and  exquifite ;  and  undoubtedly 
where  this  difpofition  is  naturally  ilrong,  there 
mufl  be  very  powerful  principles  and  motives 
to  curb  it,  and  keep  it  within  the  due  bounds 
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of  religion  and  reafon.  Chriftianity  cqrtainly 
obliges  us  to  fupprefs,  and  if  we  can,  wholly 
extirpate  it  out  of  our  breads,  and  to  ehe- 
rifh  fuch  humane,  benevolent  paffions  in  the 
room  of  it,  as  may  difpofe  us  to  bear  evil  in 
many  cafes,  rather  than  to  return  it  j  and  to 
reclaim  and  gain  over  an  enemy,  by  the  kind 
and  gentle  methods  of  forbearance,  inflead  of 
attempting  to  avenge  ourfelves  on  him,  and 
deftroy  him.  But  inafmuch,  as  even  this 
doctrine  of  the  forgivenefs  of  enemies,  and  the 
loving  them  that  hate  us.  and  doing  good  for 
evil,  hath  its  proper  bounds  and  cafes  of  ex- 
ception, !•  fhall  endeavour  to  explain  the  fcrip- 
ture  do6trine  in  reference  to  this  fubjed:^  and 
from  thefe  words  I  ihall 

I.  Confider  the  cafe  here  fuppofed,  that  of 
an  offending  trefpaffing  brother,  and  what 
the  doctrine  of  Chrift  makes  neceffarv 
on  his  part.     If  he  repent. 

II.  The  duty  of  the  party  offended  toward 
him  who  hath  injured  and  trefpafled 
againft  him.     Forgive  him. 

L  1  am  to  confider  the  cafe  here  fuppofed, 
that  of  an  offending,  trefpaffing  brother,  and 
what  the  dodtrine  of  Chrili  makes  necefiary 
on  his  part.  Oifences  will  come,  and  men 
through  the  impulfe  of  their  pafllons  will  of- 
ten tranfgrefs  the  bounds  not  only  of  bene- 
volence and  candour,  but  even  of  equity  and 
juftice,  and  gratify  their  difordered  inclinations, 
to  the  manifeft  injury  and  damage  of  another. 
And  this  offence  or  trefpafs  may  refped; 
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YA\\\tx  om  good  name  and  charader,  omx  fa- 
mily, or  our  property,  and  our  perfons,  fouls 
or  bodies;  and  theie  offences  will  be  either 
greater  or  lefs,  from  the  diTpofition  and  inten- 
tion of  the  doer,  and  the  degree  of  injury 
that  is  done  to  us.  If  we  have  received  any 
injury  froni  another,  be  it  greater  or  be  it  lets, 
yet  if  it  was  not  through  intention  and  deiign, 
but  through  inadvertence,  or  mere  imprudence, 
or  any  other  extenuating  cauie  and  motive, 
though  the  injury  he  great,  the  offence  given  by 
it  is  proportionably  fmall -,  and  if  the  injury 
itfelf  be  inconfiderable,  yet  if  offered  with 
an  hojiik  difpojitisn,  and  from  the  didiates  of 
malice  and  envy,  the  offence  is  proportionably 
and  highly  aggravated.  And  as  the  intention 
greatly  heightens  or  diminiflies  the  offenfive- 
nefs  and  guilt  of  an  injury,  fo  alfo  do  the 
effedts  and  confequences  of  it.  Some  injuries, 
how  much  malice  fo  ever  there  may  be  in  the 
doing  of  them,  yet  there  is  little  harm  attend- 
ing them ;  others  are  of  more  importance, 
of  worfe  effects,  and  more  durable  confe- 
quences, and  therefore  aggravate  the  evil  and 
guilt  of  them.  Some  injuries  there  are  which 
affedl  perfons  themfelves  only,  and  as  to 
which  they  may  difpenfe  with  their  right  or 
not,  according  to  the  dicftates  oi  their  own 
wifdom  and  prudence.  Other  injuries  are  of 
a  mixed  nature,  and  not  contrary  only  to  the 
rights  of  the  parties  injured,  but  even  fub- 
verfive  of  the  laws  and  rights  oijociety ;  and  as 
to  which  therefore,  the  private  determination, 
in  reference    to   the    refentment   with  which 
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they  {liall  be  treated,  is  to  be  fjperleded  bv, 
and  give  way  to  national  prudence  and  juftice. 
And  according  to  thefc  and  the  like  circimi- 
llances,  the  nature  of  injuries  differ,  and  will 
require  a  diiTerent  behaviour,  and  claim  a 
more  fevere,  or  kind  and  equitable  treatment. 
With  refpecft  to  all  thefe  I  will  only  add,  that 
as  we  Ihould  never  depart  from  humanity ^  can- 
dour and  equity y  we  f]:iould  ever  be  di'fpofed  to 
put  the  moil  favourable  conflru6tion  upon 
the  offences  of  others,  to  give  every  circum- 
ilance  of  alleviation  its  proper  weight,  not  to 
judge  of  them  by  pafiion  or  partiality,  but 
according  ?o  the  truth  of  the  cafe,  and  by  the 
friendly  fuggeftions  of  goodnefs  and  charity. 
But  whatever  be  the  injury  done  another, 
whether  greater  or  lefs,  yet  if  done  volunta- 
rily, let  it  be  confidered, 

I.  That  this  is  a  wrong  aBion  in  its  nature, 
forbidden  by  God,  and  therefore  highly  qffen- 
five  to  him.  What  is  properly  a  man's  own, 
and  v/hich  he  hath  never  juflly  incurred  the 
forfeiture  of,  fhould  be  facred  and  inviolable, 
and  no  one  can  have  any  right  to  abridge  him 
of  it,  or  render  him  uneafy  in  polfefiing  it, 
to  take  it  from  him  by  violence,  or  deprive 
him  of  it  by  perfuaficn,  art  or  fraud.  The 
iPiOre  effecftual  fecurity  of  property  is  the  great 
end  of  fociety,  which  God  hath  direded  men 
by  natural  light,  and  for  mutual  conveniency 
and  fafety,  to  enter  into  j  and  all  the  laws  ef- 
fential  to  it,  upon  which  the  being  and  well 
being  of  it  depend,  have  the  fandtion  of  his 
fupream  authority.     Thefe  laws  therefore  arc 
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both  human  and  divine,  or  rendered  facred 
by  the  authority  of  God  and  man,  and  he 
who  willingly  tranfgrefTes  them,  for  the  gra- 
tifying any  private  intereft  or  paffion,  is  an 
offender  againft  both,  and  in  many  cafes  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  thofe  penalties  which  are 
annexed,  to  prevent  or  avenge  the  violation 
of  them. 

If  the  injuries  done  another  are  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  to  be  out  of  the  cognizance  and 
reach  of  human  laws,  which  artful  men  in 
many  cafes  may  evade,  yst  are  they  cogni- 
zable by  an  higher  tribunal,  and  will  not  fail 
of  their  juft  recompence  from  the  fupream 
and  univerfal  governor  of  the  world,  whofe 
foul  hateth  the  iiDicked,  arid  him  that  loveth  vio" 
lence :  And  there  is  nothing  more  feverely 
threatened  in  the  facred  writings,  or  which 
God  hath  exprelTed  greater  refentment  and  in- 
dignation on  the  account  of,  than  a6ls  of 
violence,  fraud  and  oppreffion.  Tot^r  iniqui- 
tits,  faith  the  infpired  prophet  '*,  have  Jepa- 
rated  between  you  and  ycur  God,  and  your  Jim 
have  hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear. 
Tour  hands  are  defiled  with  bloody  and  your  fingers 
with  iniquity.  Tour  lips  have  fpoken  Ues^  your 
tongue  hath  muttered perverfenefs.  None  calleth 
for  jifiice^  nor  any  pleadethfor  truth.  'They  trujl 
in  vanity,  and  fpeak  lies.  They  conceive  mif- 
chief  and  bring  forth  iniquity.  Their  works 
are  works  of  iniquity ^  and  the  aB  of  violence  is 
in  their  hand.  The  way  of  peace  they  know  noti 
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and  there  is  no  judgment  in  their  goings.  They 
have  made  them  crooked  paths  ;  whofoever  goes 
therein  Pd  all  not  know  peace.  Truth  is  fallen  in 
thejireet,  and  equity  cannot  enter,  and  he  that 
departeth  from  evil  tnaketh  himfelf  a  prey.  And 
the  Lordfaw  it,  and  it  difpleafed  him  that  there 
was  na  judgment. 

And  as  all  thefe  various  kinds  of  wicked- 
nefs  and  injuftice  are  thus  offenfive  to  God, 
fo  there  is  that  in  every  man's  mind  that 
convinces  him,  that  they  are  wrong  in  na- 
ture, and  contrary  to  the  common  obliga- 
tions that  fubfifl  inviolably  amongft  all  man- 
kind. For  the  difference  between  light  and 
darknefs,  betv/een  fweet  and  bitter,  or  any  the 
greateft  contrarieties  in  nature,  is  not  more 
evident  and  indifputable,  than  the  difference 
between  truth  and  falfliood,  juflice  and  injuf- 
tice, honour  and  bafenefs,  and  all  the  right 
moral  difpofitions  and  their  contraries,  where 
the  judgment  is  not  wholly  perverted,  the 
confcience  entirely  wafted,  and  all  the  traces 
of  humanity  are  not  utterly  eradicated.  And 
this  fenfe  of  things  appears  very  ftrong  in  the 
refentments  that  arife  in  the  breafts  of  even  the 
worft  of  men,  upon  any  real  or  fuppofed  in- 
juries offered  to  themlelves.  If  what  they 
have  of  reputation  be  attacked  by  falfe  afper- 
fions,  or  even  well  grounded  infinujations  to 
their  difadvantage,  what  names  of  reproach 
will  they  not  throw,  how  loudly  will  they 
demand,  and  what  fevere  methods  will  they 
take  for  reparation  ?  If  they  be  injured  in 
their  property   by  violence  and  fraud,    how 
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bitterly  will  they  complain  of  the  injuflice, 
how  eagerly  try  every  method  of  law  to  do 
themfelves  juftice,  and  if  thofe  fail  them, 
have  recourfe  often  to  the  dictates  of  private 
revenge  ?  If  the  honour  of  a  near  and  dear 
relation  be  violated  by  force,  or  flattery,  or 
promife,  what  will  they  fcruple  to  do  for  re- 
pairing it  ?  What  will  not  the  violence  of  their 
paffion  fugged,  in  return  of  the  injury,  even 
to  deflrudtion  and  death  ?  In  a  word,  every 
man  feels  an  injury,  grows  warm  at  the 
thoughts  of  it,  condemns  it  when  he  himfelf 
receives  it,  and  thus  allows  and  acknowledges 
it  to  be  iniquitous,  unjuft  and  criminal.  And 
from  hence  it  follows, 

2.  That  the  offender  is  bound  in  equity 
and  confcience  to  own  his  fault,  and  ingenu- 
oufly  to  acknowledge  it  to  him  whom  he 
hath  offended.  'Tis  to  be  confelTed  indeed 
Jlrji  to  God,  whom  as  the  fupream  governor  of 
the  world  he  hath  finned  againfl,  whofe  efta- 
blifhed  order  he  hath  broken,  and  to  whofe 
difpleafure  he  hath  rendered  himfelf  obnoxi- 
ous ;  as  David  in  the  cafe  oiUriah  J.  Againji 
thee,  thee  only,  have  I  offended,  and  done  this 
evil  in  thy  Jight -,  becaule  he  had  violated  the 
laws  of  God,  which  required  his  exadeft  obe- 
dience, aded  contrary  to  that  allegiance  which 
he  owed  to  him,  which  is  the  firil  and 
ilron^eil  oblio-ation  of  human  nature,  and  be- 
caufe  God  only  had  a  right  to  inflict  on  him 
the  punilhment  due  to  his  aggravated  crimes. 
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Next  'tis  to  be   acknowledged  to   i\\Q,  perfo?t 
injuredy  becaule  he  is  immediately  affeded  by 
it,  and  fufters   in   feme  part  or   other  of  liis; 
property  and  intereft.     Such  acknowledgment 
is   the  lirfb  flep   to   reparation,    and  beiqg  a 
confeiiion  that  the  injurious   adlion  is   wrong, 
and  of  the  offender's  concern  for  it,  and  refo- 
lution  not  to   repeat  it,   argues  an  ingenuous 
difpofition   of  mind,     and   the    offender's   re- 
turning to  a  fenfeoi  his  duty  and  obligation. 
Nor  is  fuch  an  acknowledgment  in  the  lead 
dilhonourable,  or  an  argument  of  the  want 
of  courage    and    firmnefs    of    mind,     or    of 
iiieannefs  of  fpirit  in  him  that  makes  it ;  the 
ftoopinr^   to  do   an    unjufl    adion    bein'?    the 
thins  that  is  dilhonourable  and  bafe,  and  the 
refufmg  candidly  to  own  it  when  done,  thq 
circumllance  that  betrays  a  meannefs  and  real 
cowardice  of  difpofition.     And  this  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  fault  is  not  only  the  diclate  of 
reafon,   arifing  cut  of  tlie  nature  of  things, 
but  what  is  evidently  prefcribed  by  our  blefled 
Saviour  himfelf.     This  is  plainly  fuppofed  \x\ 
the  words  of  my  text.     IJ  thy  brother  trefpaj's 
againfi  theey  i^ehiike  hhn.    And  if  he  repent  jor- 
give  him.     The  acknowledgment  of  the  fault 
committed  being  an  effentiai  part  of  true  re- 
pentance.    In  like  manner  our  Tord  advifes  §  : 
If  thou  remember  ejl  that  thy  brother  h(ith  ought 
againji  thee,  fir  ft  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother  j  i.  e, 
do  all   that    thou   canfl   to  appeafe   him,  and 
ir^itigate   his   anger,  and   prevent  his  coming 
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to  extremities  with  thee;  which  neceiTarily 
iinpHes  making  the  proper  acknowledgment 
of  the  fault,  and  duly  profeffing  a  becoming- 
concern  and  forrow  upon  account  of  it.  And 
thus  St.  'James  \.  Confcfs  your  faults  one  to 
another,  i.  e.  the  faults  by  which  you  may 
have  offended  each  other,  that  you  in  ay  be 
healed. 

3.  Hence  it  follows,  that  according  to  rea- 
fon  and  equity,  the  offender  ought  to  be  firji 
m  fee  king  and  offering  reconciliation.  And  this 
is  what  every  ingenuous  mind  will  readily 
fubmit  to,  as  foon  as  ever  he  is  convinced  that 
he  hath  offended.  The  party  aggravated  hath 
not  properly  any  fabmiffion  to  make,  as  not 
having  tranfgreffed  the  laws  of  God  or  man. 
His  refentment  of  the  injury  is  natural,  and 
provided  it  be  not  difproportionate  to  the 
offence  cannot  be  criminal.  And  as  he  hath 
done  nothing  to  forfeit  the  good  v/ill  and 
friendiliip  of  the  other,  is  not  in  the  firft 
view  of  things,  and  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  ftrid:  judice,  obliged  to  feek 
after  and  make  propofals  of  reconcih'ation. 
The  injury  as  yet  not  repaired,  and. the  of- 
fender not  come  to  a  due  temper  and  difpo- 
lition  of  mind,  are  juft  reafons  to  the  injured 
perfon  for  his  difpleafure,  and  refufmg  the 
ufual  inftances  of  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  to 
the  aggreffor ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  him 
who  is  the  faulty  occafion  of  the  breach  of 
friendiliip,    to  ufe  all  equitable  and  prudent 

f  James  v.  16. 
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nieafures  of  reftoring  it,  and  to  make  the  firft 
offers  to  recover  and  eftablifh  it.     This  is  evi- 
dently included  in  the  before- mentioned  pre- 
cept of  our   blelTed  Saviour  || :    If  thou  bring 
thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there  retnemberefi  that 
thy  brother  hath  ought  againjl  thee,  i.  e.  any  juft 
reafon   to   complain  of  thy    having   offended 
him  ;  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and 
go  thy  way :  Firfl  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother^ 
and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gifts.     Agree  with 
thine  adverfary  quickly,  whilji  thou  art  i?i  the 
way  with  him,  i.  e.  whilft  thou  art  going  with 
him  before  the  proper  judge,  whilfl  thy  caufe 
is  yet  untried,  and   before   fentence  is  given 
againft  thee  -,  leafl  at  any  time  the  adverfary 
deliver  thee  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge  deliver 
thee  to  the  officer,  and  thou  be  caft  into  prifhn. 
Verily  I  fay  unto  thee,  thou  jlmlt  by  no  mea?is 
come  out  thence,  till  thou  haft  -paid  the  uttermofl 
farthing,     i.  e.  Thy  delaying   to  compromife 
thy  differences,  and  become  reconciled  to  him, 
whom  thou  haft  made  thine  adverfary  by  the 
offences  thou  hail  offered  him,  may  fo  irritate 
and   provoke  him,  as  to  put   him  upon  the 
fevereH:  methods  of  doing  himfelf  juftice,  and 
exa(5ting   the   mofl:   rigid    fatisfadion.     From 
which   paffage  it   evidently  appears,  that  ac- 
cording to  our  Saviour's  precept,  the  offender 
is  the  ;lir(l  who  is  obliged   to   feek   after  re- 
conciliation with  him,  whom   he  hath  made 
his  adverfary,  and  this  precept  is  enforced  by 
this  double  confideration. 

jl  Matt.  V.  23,  24,  25, 
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1.  The  one  drawn  from  the  nature  of 
religion ;  viz.  that  no  offerings  to  God  will 
be  acceptable,  unlefs  we  endeavour  to  appeafe 
and  reconcile  ourfelves  to  fuch  as  we  have 
offended;  and  that  this,  in  God's  eftimation,  is 
indeed  preferable  to  any  offering  that  we  can 
bring  to  his  altar.  Leave  thy  gift  before  the 
altar y  andfirfl  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother  -,  and 
the  plain  reafon  is,  becaufe  he  who  brings 
any  offering  to  God,  if  he  be  an  injurious 
perfon,  and  under  the  guilt  of  having  tranf- 
greffed  any  of  the  great  obligations  of  juftice 
and  charity,  and  indifpofed  and  unrefolved  to 
feek  after  reconciliation  and  peace  with  fuch 
as  he  hath  offended,  is  not  in  the  temper 
which  becomes  one  who  approaches  to  God, 
but  under  the  influence  of  fuch  an  evil  difpo- 
lition,  as  renders  him  a  neceffary  objedt  of 
the  divine  difapprobation,  and  therefore  makes 
him  uniit  to  approach  as  a  woriliipper  to 
God's  altar,  and  his  offering  unworthy  the 
divine  regard  and  acceptance.  Even  prayer 
and  thankfgivini^,  when  prefented  before  God, 
by  falfe,  deceitful,  injurious  men,  who  offend 
others  without  any  concern  and  deiire  to  ap- 
peafe and  reconcile  themfeives  to  them,  are 
an  abomination  in  his  fight. 

2.  The  other  reafon,  Vv'hv  the  offender 
{hould  endeavour  a  fpeedy  and  even  immedi- 
ate reconciliation  with  the  party  he  hath  in- 
jured, is  the  great  inconvcnicncies  to  which 
he  may  expofe  himfelf  by  delaying  or  refufing 
to  do  it.  He  may  involve  himfeif  in  a  tedi- 
ous, expenlive  profecution,  and  finally   bring 

himfelf 
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himfelf  under  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  fo 
exalperate  his  adversary,  as  to  caufe  him  to 
infift  on  the  mod  rigorous  fatisfacftion,  and 
ufe  every  advantage  he  hath  in  his  power  to 
opprefs  and  deftroy  him.  And  though  the 
carrying  things  to  this  extremity,  even  againfl 
an  obflinate  ofFender,  is  in  many  inftances 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  humanity,  and  Chrif- 
tian  equity  and  benevolence,  yet  IHll  the  perfon 
who  thus  falls  into  the  hands  of  juflice,  for 
want  of  taking  the  methods,  by  a  proper  and 
timely  fubmiffion  to  prevent  it,  will  have 
reafon  to  blame  his  own  obltinacy  and  folly 
as  the  caufe  of  it.     But 

4.  Laftly,  repe?2tance  and  rejlitution,  are  the 
neceilary  duties  of  the  ofFender,  elpecially 
upon  proper  admonition  and  rebuke.  If  thy 
brother  trefpajs  againfi  thee  rebuke  hirn^  and  if  be 
repent,  forgive  him.  And  in  another  place -j'  : 
\{thy  brother  fialltrefpafs  againfi  thee,  go  and  tell 
him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone.  And 
if  he  fljall  hear  thee,  i.  e.  fubmit  to  thy  admo- 
nition, re<ftify  what  hath  been  amifs,  and 
make  good  the  thing  in  which  he  hath  tref- 
palTed,  thou  ha/l  gained  thy  brother  ;  recovered 
him  from  his  fault,  rellored  him  to  his  vir- 
tue, fecurcd  him  as  thy  friend,  and  prevented 
his  remaining  under  the  divine  difpleafure. 
The  very  end  of  fuch  admonition,  and 
making  him  confcious  and  fenfible  of  his 
fault,  is  to  bring  him  to  repentance ;  which 
V/hen   fpoken  of  as  the  duty  of  man  towards 

t  Matt,  xviii.  15. 
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God,  or  the  duty  of  one  man  to  another, 
always  implies  the  inward  change  of  the 
temper,  and  the  faitable  alteration  of  the 
external  behaviour  5  the  undoing  as  far  as  in 
our  power  of  what  hath  been  done  amifs, 
and  the  entire  refraining  from  it  for  the  fu- 
ture;  the  repairing  the  injury  we  may  have 
offered  as  far  as  we  can,  and  a  due  care 
and  diligence  never  to  repeat  it.  This  is 
all  that  can  be  done  by  the  offender,  and  is 
his  unqueftionable  duty  -,  and  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  thefe  things  will  be  of  ufe  in  flating 
and  explaining  the  dodtrine  of  the  forgivenefs 
of  injuries,  and  in  what  latitude,  and  with 
what  reftraints,  it  is  to  be  underftood.  And 
let  what  hath  been  faid  render  all  of  us  cau-* 
t'loiis  in  the  whole  of  our  demeanour  and  con- 
duct, to  maintain  conjViences  void  of  offence  to- 
"wards  God  and  man  ,  remembering  that  every 
injury  which  we  willingly  do  another,  in  any 
one  valuable  intereft  that  belongs  to  him,  is 
an  immediate  and  dire6l  tranfgreffion  of  the 
law  of  God,  for  which  we  render  ourfelves 
obnoxious  at  his  tribunal,  even  though  we 
fliould  be  cautious  enough  to  fm  within  the 
limits  prefcribed  by  human  laws,  and  fo  as 
that  no  earthly  power  can  reach  and  cor- 
rect us.  And  if  we  fhould  any  of  us,  at 
any  time,  be  fo  unhappy,  as  through  inadver- 
tence, or  the  warmth  of  paiTion,  or  the  fur- 
prize  of  fome  unexpedled  and  extraordinary 
temptation,  to  offend  our  brother,  by  any 
injurious  and  wrong  condudl  towards  him; 
let  us  have  the  courage  and  honour,  the  r^ fo- 
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lution  and  firmnefs  of  mind,  the  integrity 
and  virtue,  candidly  to  acknowledge  it,  to 
exprefs  the  ingenuous  concern  for  it,  the  fet- 
tled purpofe  of  ading  with  greater  caution 
for  the  future,  and  our  defire  and  willingnefs 
to  make  all  the  reparation  the  nature  of  the 
injury  requires,  at  lead  that  we  have  the  op- 
portunity and  power  of  making.  This  is  a 
conduct  rational  in  its  nature,  and  though 
from  the  very  imperfedion  of  our  beings  we 
are  liable  to  err,  and  may  give  juft  caufe 
of  offence  to  others  before  we  are  aware  j 
yet  to  perfift  in  the  error,  and  refufe  to  re- 
concile ourfelves  to  thofe  we  have  oiFended, 
is  not  owing  to  any  natural  weaknefs,  but 
to  a  criminal  perverfenefs,  and  voluntary  per- 
^erfion  of  our  hearts.  The  law  of  reafon 
and  equity  is  the  law  of  religion  and  piety, 
and  no  man  can  be  a  reafonable,  virtuous, 
or  religious  one,  but  he  who  is  fo  careful  as 
never  to  offend,  or  having  olfended  is  as  care- 
ful to  retraft  the  offence,  to  reconcile  him- 
felf  to  his  injured  brother,  and  never  willingly 
to  injure  or  offend  him  more. 

II.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing, 
which  is  to  confider,  the  duty  of  the  party  of- 
fendedy  towards  him  who  hath  trefpalfed 
againfl  and  injured  him,  if  he  repent  thou 
ftmlt  forgive  him.  For  the  better  explication 
of  which  fubje<!:f,  let  the  following  parti- 
culars be  confidered  with  due  impartiality 
and  care. 

I.  That  Chriftianity  no   where  forbids  ^2// 
refcntment  of  injuries,  and  all  degrees  of  anger 
2  upon 
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upon  the  account  of  them.  This  would  be  a 
prohibition  that  could  not  be  compHed  with, 
and  in  many  cafes  that  ought  not,  and  if  it 
was  would  be  detrimental  to  particular  perfons 
and  focieties.  Anger  is  a  natural  paflion,  was 
not  inferted  into  our  conftitution  in  vain,  hath 
its  proper  objeds,  its  feafons  of  rifing,  its  mo- 
tives for  continuance,  as  well  as  reafons  for 
abatement,  remiffion  and  utterly  ceafmg.  Our 
Lord  fuppofes  that  offences  will  co7ne.  It  muff 
be  that  offences  come^  and  the  woe  he  pronounces 
is  againit  thofe  by  whotn  they  come  ^,  and  not 
aeainfl  thofe  who  have  reafon  to  be  offended, 
and  are  offended  within  the  bounds  of  reafon* 
And  when  he  fuppofes  the  cafe  of  being  angry 
without  a  caufe  *,  'tis  allowing  that  there  may- 
be caufes  tojuftifyour  anger  3  and  therefore 
the  advice  of  St.  Faul  is  :  Be  angry  and  fin 
noty  there  being  no  fin  in  mere  anger,  but  as 
it  is  circumflanced  and  qualified. 

The  circumftances  that  render  it  crimmal 
are  :  When  we  indulge  and  give  way  to  it 
without  real  occafiony  and  when  there  is  no 
juft  caufe  to  excite  it.  Whofoe'ver  is  angry 
with  his  brother  without  a  eaufey  ffall  be  in 
danger  of  the  judgment  J  ;  when  we  grow  an- 
gry from  our  own  imaginary  fufpicions  and 
jealoufies,  or  by  crediting  the  forged,  ill- 
grounded,  malevolent  Handers  of  others,  or 
by  accidental,  undefigned,  and  involuntary 
injuries,  or  by  uncandid,  difingenuous,  and 
unfriendly  interpretations  of  actions  jn  them- 

t  Matt,  xviii.  7.       •  Matt.  v.  22.        %  Matt.  v.  22. 
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felves  innocent,  or  for  merely  incautious 
fpeeches,  making,  as  the  prophet  expreffes  it,  a 
man  an  offender  for  a  word\\,  or  for  trivial,  in- 
coniiderable  and  flight  occafions,  that  ihauld 
be  entirely  overlooked  and  buried  for  ever  in 
oblivion.  On  all  thefe  accounts  we  fin  when 
we  are  angry,  and  cherifh  refentment  againft 
others,  becaufe  there  is  in  fuch  cafes  no 
reafonabie  and  juftifiable  occafions  or  reafons 
of  it. 

Anger  is  'Aiojinful  when  it  becomes  Z^^- 
moderate  and  difproportioned  to  the  offence  that 
is  given.  Refentment  mu ft  have  its  bounds, 
and  be  governed  by  reafon  and  precept.  If 
the  fault  be  fmall,  (o  fhould  the  refentment 
be  too,  if  there  be  any.  If  the  offence  be 
alleviated  by  extenuating  circumftances,  fo 
fhould  the  anger  excited  by  it,  and  we 
fhould  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  irritated  and 
exafperated  beyond  meafure,  to  be  enfiamed 
with  paflion,  or  tranfported  by  rage.  The 
failure  in  a  pundilio  of  refpe^t,  a  mifplaced  or 
unwary  word,  an  envious  or  unfriendly  fmile,- 
a  reproach  that  afTedls  no  real  valuable  interefl 
of  life,  an  injury  that  is  attended  with  none, 
or  very  inconfiderable  bad  efre(fls,  fhould 
not  awaken  that  heigth  of  refentment 
that  may  become  us  upon  other  more  impor- 
tant occafions,  or  aggravated  omiflions,  ne- 
gleds,  and  ill-treatment.  Our  paflions,  all  of 
them,  and  always  fhould  be,  under  the  rein> 
and  kept  in  obedience  to  reafon  and  principle, 

j[  I  fa.  Tfxix*  21; 
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and  never  fufFered  to  controul  and  fubdue 
them.  The  figns  of  an  immoderate,  dif- 
proportioned  anger  are,  when  upon  improper 
occafions,  and  every  flight  provocation,  we 
grow  warm  and  impetuous,  or  break  out 
into  reproachful  language,  and  abuiive  ex- 
preffions  -,  violent  charges,  and  opprobrious 
names,  things  expreflly  forbidden  by  our 
bleffed  Lord,  and  which  indeed  are  in  their 
nature  very  unfeemly  and  unchriflian.  TFho- 
foever  JJjafl  fay  to  his  brother,  Raca -ff  i.  e,  as 
the  word  fignifies,  empty-headed,  or  brain- 
lefs,  through  an  impotency  of  anger,  and  as 
a  term  of  reproach  when  undeferved,  fhall 
be  in  danger  of  the  council,  i.  e.  expofe  him- 
felf  to  a  punifliment  from  God,  as  great  in 
proportion  as  that  of  ftoning  was,  which  was 
inflided  upon  extraordinary  offences  by  the 
Sanhedrim  of  yerufalem.  But  whofoever  fiall 
fay,  viz.  without  reafonable  and  juftifiable 
caufe,  Thou  fool,  i.  e,  thou  wicked,  thou  re- 
probate wretch,  thou  prophane,  impious  rebel, 
as  this  very  word  in  the  Septuagijit  tranilation, 
and  the  Hebrew  word  to  which  it  anfwers, 
frequently  fignify,  fhall  be  in  danger  of  hell, 
fire,  or  of  the  feverefl  punifliment  from  God. 
But  more  efpecially  is  this  anger  immoderate, 
when  it  pulhes  on  men  to  meafures  of  ex- 
tream  revenge,  to  hurt  their  perfons,  to  injure 
their  reputation,  to  prejudice  their  fiibflance, 
or  attempt  their  Hves,  for  thofe  lefTer  inju- 
ries which  bad  better  oftentimes  be  entirely  put 

t  Matt.  V.  22. 
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up,  which  may  be  amicably  accommodated^ 
and  can  never  be  profecuted  with  the  ex- 
treameft  rigour  upon  any  principles  of  rea- 
fon,  religion,  virtue,  juftice,  humanity,  and 
honour. 

Farther,  when  our  anger  is  fuffered  to  con- 
tinue too  long,  harboured  without  abatementj 
and  is  not  mollified  by  time  and  refledion,  it 
becomes  alio  extreamly  criminal.  It  is  an 
excellent  prudential  precept  of  St.  Paul: 
Be  angry  and  Jin  not.  Let  not  the  fun  go  down 
upon  your  wrath.  Neither  give  place  to  the  de- 
•vilt*  It  is  remarked  by  Plutarch  \\y  of  the 
folio wers'ofPy//!;^^£jr^/,  that  if  at  any  tim.ethey 
had  been  tranfported  with  paffion,  and  re- 
proached one  another  in  confequence  of  it, 
they  fhook  hands,  and  kindly  faluted  each 
other  before  the  fetting  of  the  fun ;  a  prac- 
tice which  that  wife  and  great  man  thinks 
worthy  of  imitation,  and  doth  not  fcruple  to 
recommend  as  fuch.  And  what  St.  Paul 
adds  as  a  motive  to  enforce  this  exhortation, 
Let  not  the  fun  go  down  upon  your  wrathy  nei- 
ther give  place  to  the  devil',  plainly  intimates^ 
that  the  long  harbouring  refentment  will  fix 
it  into  habit,  and  thus  give  the  devil  ari 
,  entrance  into  and  place  in  our  hearts ;  as  it 
will  prepare  the  mind  for  the  worft  kind  of 
fuggeftions,  and  for  ajl  thofe  counfels  and 
meafures  of  revenge,  which  are  often  at- 
tended with  the  mofh  deftrudive  and  fatal  con- 
sequences;   and   to    which    men   had   never 

•^  Eph.  iv,  z6,  27.  Ij  De  Frater.  Amore,  p.  488. 
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been  prompted,  had  they  timely  fupprefled 
their  own  refentments,  and  allowed  them  to 
give  way  to  the  cooler,  gentler  counfels  of 
their  own  reafon,  and  the  religion  of  Chriil. 
When  they  are  fo  long  indulged  and  cheri(hed, 
as  to  fettle  into  fixed  habits  and  incurable 
difpolitions  of  rancour,  hatred,  and  malice, 
as  to  deflroy  all  tendencies  to  reconciliation, 
as  to  fruftrate  all  meafures  for  peace,  and 
render  men  unforgiving  and  implacable,  it 
may  be  faid  with  too  much  truth,  that  they 
have  a^ftually  given  place  to  the  devil,  as  they 
have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  poffeffed  hy 
thofe  malignant,  dark,  and  mifchievous  dif- 
pofitions,  which  are  the  genuine  reprefenta- 
tives  of  that  evil  fpirit,  and  by  which  he  of- 
ten prompts  and  feduces  them  to  execute  his 
pleafure  by  the  moil  iniquitous,  vile,  and  exe- 
crable pradiices.  • 

2.  As  the  dodrine  and  religion  of  Chrifl 
doth  not  forbid  all  refentment  of  injuries, 
nor  all  degrees  of  anger  upon  the  account  of" 
them,  fo  neither  doth  it  enjoin  us  to  forgive 
fuch  injuries  abfolutely  and  in  all  cafesy  fo  as 
to  prevent  our  application  to  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate  for  juftice,  and  for  redreffing  the  wrongs 
we  have  fuftained  from  others.  Nav,  it  evi- 
dently  countenances  and  allows  fuch  applica- 
tions, upon  all  necelTary  and  proper  occaiions. 
The  admonition  given  by  our  blelTed  Lord  *  ; 
When  thou  goeji  with  thine  adverfary  to  the  ma-" 
gifirate ;  fuppofes   that  the  adverfary  hath  a 

•  Luke  xii.  58. 
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right  to  appeal  to  him,,  and  that  'twas  the 
jTiagiftrate's  bufinefs  to  decide  the  contro- 
verfy,  to  right  the  injured,  and  even  puniHi^ 
the  offender.  And  when  the  Apoftle  blames^ 
the  Carinthiamy  and  tells  them  *,,  there  is  ut~ 
terly  a  fault  among  ft  you,  becaufe  ye  go  to  law 
with  one  another ,  he  doth  not  fimply  blame 
the  injured  perfon  for  Jeeking  his  redrefs,  but 
for  feeking  it  ixovn  improper  perfons,  and  from 
heathen  magiftrates,  to  the  reproach  and  injury 
of  Chriftianity  -f .  Dare  any  of  you,  having  a 
matter  againfi  another,  go  to  law  before  the  un- 
jufl  ?  i.  e.  the  heathen  magijlrates,  who  were 
unfavourable  to  Chriftianity,  and  too  often 
partial  in  their  fentenees  and  deci£ons.  If 
ye  have  judgments  or  caufes  to  be  decided  in; 
judgment  o^  things  pertaining  to  this  life ;  or 
as  the  words  might  be  rendered,  if  ye  have 
fecular  or  worldly  caufes  to  be  decided,  da 
you  fet  them  to  judge  who  are  of  no  efieem  in 
the  church  ?  What  them  ?  viz.  the  heathen 
magifirates  ?  As  though  he  had  faid :  Is  not 
this  monftrous,  that  ye  fhould  chafe  thofe 
forjudges  of  your  differences,  of  whom  for 
their  vices  and  corruptions,  you  juftly  have 
but  little  efteem  ?  I  fpeak  it  to  your 
fhame.  Is  it  fo,  that  there  is  not  a" wife  man 
amongfl  you  ?  No,  not  one,  that  jh all  be  able  to 
decide  between  his  brother  ?  Hereby  plainly 
allowing  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  appeal, 
when  properly  made,  and  the  neceffity  of  ^ 
jufl  and  equitable  decilion.     But  then  there 
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are  rules  of  equity,  candour  and  juflice 
to  be  obferved,  in  all  fuch  applications,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  reafon  and  Chriftianity, 
which  you  will  give  me  leave  briefly  to 
mention. 

Other  methods  of  redrefs  muft  be  tried 
firjiy  that  argue  more  friendlinefs,  and  are 
dicftated  by  a  fpirit  of  forbearance  and  good- 
nefs.  Firfly  the  method  of  private  application 
to  the  offender  by  the  perfon  himfelf  that  is 
injured,  kindly  remonftrating  with  him  upon 
account  of  his  trefpafs,  impartially  ilating  the 
cafe  for  his  convidion,  and  perfuading  him, 
by  all  proper  arguments,  to  ceafe  the  injury 
and  repair  it.  This  may  oftentimes  prevail, 
and  eftablidi  a  fincere  reconciliation  for  the 
future.  If  this  fhould  prove  ineffedual  to 
bring  him  to  reafon,  a  Jironger  application  by 
other  perfons,  well  acquainted  with  the  cafe, 
and  who  have  no  intereft  in  the  decifion  of 
it  for  themfelves,  feems  prudent  and  necef- 
fary,  before  matters  are  carried  to  extremi- 
ties, and  the  law  is  appealed  to  for  determin- 
ing the  cafe.  And  if  even  this  (liould  be 
in  vain,  one  farther  trial  by  a  proper  interpo- 
fition  of  a  more  confiderable  number  of  un- 
exceptionable perfons,  may  be  oftentimes  a 
wife  and  requifite  precaution,  and  if  it  proves 
fuccefsful  will  be  an  abundant  juftlncation  of 
the  meafure ;  or  if  not,  will  be  a  commend- 
able proof  of  our  defire  of  peace,  and  en- 
deavour to  promote  it.  And  this  defire  hath 
a  very  great  authority  to  recommend  it.  If 
ihy  brother  fiall  trefpafs  againf  thee,  fays  our 
A  a  2  bleffed 
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blefled  Saviour,  go  tell  him  his  fault  between 
him  and  thee  alone.  If  he  will  not  hear  thee, 
then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more ;  that  in  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  wttneffes  every  word  may 
be  ifablified.  And  if  he  fiall  negleB  to  hear 
thee,  tell  it  unto  the  church.  The  meaning  of 
the  whole  is ;  try  by  all  methods  of  private 
friendly  perfuafion,  and  if  it  can  be  by  more 
open  and  public  rebuke,  to  bring  bim  to  rea- 
fon  and  juftice,  before  you  proceed  to  feverer 
methods,  and  ceafc  to  treat  him  as  a  friend 
and  brother.  St.  Faul  farther  advifes  the  me- 
thod of  arbitration  and  reference  to  fome 
wife,  pru5ent  Chriftians  of  integrity,  as  ex- 
treamly  proper  and  becoming  the  Chriftian 
fpirit  and  charadlier.  //  there  not  a  wife  man 
among f  yoiiy  no  not  one  that  Jhall  be  able  to 
judge  between  the  brethren  ? 

And  as  thefe  more  gentle  methods  fhould 
be  firfl  tried,  before  men  enter  upon  profecu^ 
tions  at  law,  fo  they  fhould  not  be  begun  upon 
fiv try  fight  and  trivial  occafion.  If  the  tref- 
pafs  be  tolerable  it  may  be  v^ifer  to  fuffer  it; 
it  being  frequently  better  to  fuflain  two  leffer 
injuries  than  enter  upon  tedious  and  expenfive 
fuits  to  redrefsone.  The  quarrelfome  litigious 
fpirit,  and  the  fpirit  of  peace  and  love,  which 
is  the  fpirit  of  Chrifi,  are  extreamly  different 
from  and  contrary  to  each  other. 

When  we  have  refolved  on  them,  as  a  right 
and  prudent  method,  though  they  (houid  be 
managed  with  fpirit,  yet  not  with  rancour  and 
bitternefs,  fo  as  to  (hew  an  implacable  refetit- 
ment,  but  rather  fo,  as  may  make  it  appear  to 
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the  aggrelTor,  that  the  intention  of  the  fuit, 
is  not  to  injure  him,  but  to  right  otirjelves,  2iV\6. 
that  we  are  willing  to  drop  the  contention  as 
foon  as  ever  he  is  dilpoled  to  ad:  the  candid, 
juft  and  honourable  part. 

The  protradling  of  fuits,  and  lengthening 
them  out  from  a  Tpirit  of  revenge,  to  render 
the  profecution  chargeable  and  oppreffive,  to 
tire  out  our  adverfary,  and  force  him  to  drop 
the  fuit  unheard,  and  undecided,  as  unable 
to  bear  the  expence  of  it,  or  to  ruin  him  if 
he  will  not  drop  it,  feems  contrary  to  equity 
and  juftice,  and  generally  fpeaking  is  the  me- 
thod taken,  by  fraud  or  violence,  and  not  by 
the  caufe  that  hath  truth  and  righteoufnefs 
to  fupport  it,  which  always  delires  a  quick 
decifion,  and  needs  no  iniquitous  art  to  dif- 
guife  and  to  delay  it. 

Nor  {hould  our  fuits  and  contefls  with 
others  ever  be  fo  managed,  as  to  injure  the 
caufe  of  religion,  and  prejudice  the  honour  and 
interefc  of  Chrirtianity.  Hence  St.  Paul 
cenfures  the  Corinthians  for  going  to  law  be- 
fore heathen  magiftrates,  becaufe  this  tended 
to  give  them  an  ill  opinion  of  Chriftianity 
in  general,  to  defpife  and  contemn  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift,  as  encouraging,  or  at  lead: 
confiftent  with  fraud  or  violence,  or  a  con- 
tentious fpirit.  Rather  than  give  fuch  ill 
impreffions  concerning  Chriftianity,  St.  Faul 
afks  the  Corinthians^ :  Why  do  ye  not  rather  take 
wrong  F  Why  do  ye  not  rather  j'ufj'er  yourfelves  to 
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he  defrauded  ?  And  I  think  there  is  no  quef- 
tion,  but  that  a  man  of  real  principle  and 
piety,  if  his  own  perfonal  intereft,  and  the 
credit  of  Chriftianity  (hould  interfere  with  one 
another,  would  readily  give  the  preference  to 
that  which  is  of  univerfal  confequence,  and 
fit  down  contented  with  his  own  private 
iofs ;  rejoicing  that  by  facrificing  this,  he 
can  any  way  promote  that  nobler  intereft, 
which  tends  fo  much  to  the  honour  of 
God,  the  advancement  of  the  name  and  caufe 
of  Chrift,  and  the  general  welfare  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  world.     But 

3.  Thotigh  the  loving  our  enemies,  and  the 
forgivenefs  of  injuries,  are  unqueftionably 
Chrijiian  precepts,  and  duties  of  great  impor- 
tance, yet  Chriftianity  doth  by  no  means 
oblige  us  to  forgive  (imply  and  abfolutely, 
all  forts  of  offences  and  trefpajfes  againft  us,  with- 
out any  conditions  or  limitations,  or  without 
repentance^  reparation^  and  amendment  in  the 
offender.  A  difpofition  and  readinefs  to  for- 
givenefs  and  mercy,  and  to  be  reconciled  to 
thofe  who  have  injured,  fhould  ever  be  che- 
rifhed  and  prevail  in  us.  But  indifcriminately 
to  forgive,  and  to  receive  to  favour  all  who 
have  injured  us,  whatever  have  been  their 
offences,  and  whatever  be  their  difpofition,  is 
real  foUv,  and  would  oftentimes  be  greatly 
prejudicial  to  ourfelves  and  the  public,  and 
therefore  can  be  no  duty  of  true  religion,  and 
therefore  not  of  real  Chriiiianity, 

Some  trefpafles  againft  ourfelves,    or  pro- 
perty,  or  family,  may  be  of  that  nature,  as 

to 
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to  be  violations  of  the  principal  laws  of  fociety, 
which  civil  government  hath  a  right  to  take 
.cognizance  of,  which  are  not  matters  of  pri- 
vate determination,  which  if  permitted  with 
impunity,  would  tend  to  ^e  fubverfion  of 
the  public  order  and  peace,  and  which,  how 
much  foever  we  may  be  difpofed  to  forgive, 
and  fuffer  to  pafs  off  with  impunity,  we  have 
no  right  to  forgive,  and  which  if  we  conceal, 
and  keep  from  public  notice  and  cenfurc, 
we  become  ourfdves  injurious,  and  trefpafs 
againft  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  the  re- 
gards we  owe  to  the  rights  of  the  community. 
The  magiftrate  J  is  the  minifler  of  God  for 
mir  good,  bears  not  thefword  in  vain,  is  the  mi- 
nifler of  God  as  a  revenger,  to  execute  wrath 
upon  him  that  doth  evil,  to  be  a  terror  to  every 
evil  work.  And  therefore  we  mufi  be  fuhjedi  to 
them  for  confciencefake,  not  invade  their  rights, 
nor  hinder  and  obftrud:  their  executing  judge- 
ment and  juftice  upon  fucli  offenders  as  by 
their  office  they  have  a  right  to  take  cogni- 
zance of.  And  as  the  law  was  made  for  the 
lawlefs  and  difobedient  *,  and  for  all  the  enor- 
mous and  capital  offences  that  profligate  and 
abandoned  men  are  guilty  of,  the  law  is  good 
ij  a  man  ife  it  lawfully,  i.  e.  agreeable  to  the 
nature  and  defign  of  it,  and  fuch  offenders 
are  to  be  left  to  the  law,  and  the  jaft  cen- 
ilires  which  that  pafles  on  them.  So  that 
Jiere    private   forgivenefs,    fuch    as   exempts 
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them  from  the  notice  of  the  law,  is  never 
to  take  place,  becaufe  this  would  be  itlelf  a 
trejpafs  againfl  the  law,  and  expofe  us  to  the 
ceniure  of  it. 

In  like  manner,  ,as  to  fuch  offences  as 
2St  per  fond,  and  which  human  laws  may  not 
be  able  to  take  cognizance  of,  being  out  of 
their  reach,  and  artfully  committed,  lo  as  not 
to  be  within  the  letter  of  it,  yet  they  may  be 
of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  forgiveneis  of 
them,  and  taking  the  offender  into  favour 
and  confidence,  and  treating  him  Vv'ith  friend- 
fhip,  and  giving  him  our  countenance,  may 
be  extreamly  prejudicial  to  others^  and  lead 
them  into  fuch  tranfaflions  with  him,  as  may 
be  greatly  differviceable  to  them,  and  put  it 
into  his  power  to  deceive  and  defraud  and 
injure  them.  A  perfon,  that  by  our  own 
tranfacftions  with,  we  know  to  be  of  no  prin- 
ciple, to  have  no  confcience,  no  fcruples  of 
doing  ill,  that  waits  for  and  readily  embraces 
all  opportunities  of  impofing  on  others ;  fuch 
a  one  fliould  never  be  forgiven  fo  as  to  replace 
him  in  our  confidence,  'till  we  have  good 
aflurance  of  a  proper  change  in  him.  A  man 
of  honour  and  probity  would  not  be  known 
to  know  him,  or  be  ieen  to  give  him  the  leafl 
protecftJbn  and  favour  j  but  avoid  him  and 
Ihun  him  as  the  peil:  of  Ibciety,  and  the  rule 
is  :   With  fuch  a  one^  no  not  to  eat. 

And  as  to  other  ofi'ences,  which  have  not 
any  immediate  bad  effeds  on  the  public, 
and  which  do  not  diredly  tend  to  miflead  and 
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deceive  others  -,  yet  if  they  are  of  confequetice 
to  us,  and  aftedl  us  in  any  'valuable  part  of 
our  intereft,  even  thefe  are  not  to  be  fo  for- 
given, as  that  we  iliould  receive  the  offender 
to  our  favour,  and  become  thoroughly  recon- 
ciled to  him,  without  the  proper  fubmijfion,  re- 
pent ance^  and  reparation.  Becaufe  this  would 
often  be  an  a(5t  of  great  weaknefs  and  folly, 
and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  repeating  his 
injuries,  and  of  affedting  us  more  fenfibly  in 
fome  very  valuable  intereft  of  our  beings. 
This  cafe  our  bleffed  Lord  hath  himfelf  de- 
termined, when  he  tells  us  *  :  That  if  our  bro- 
ther hath  trefpafj'ed againjl  us,  and  after  we  have 
admonified  him  privately,  and  before  two  or 
three  witnefj'es  -f-,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the 
church,  yet  he  will  not  hear,  and  be  gained 
over  to  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  J,  let  him  be  unto 
thee  as  ati  heathen  man,  or  a  publican  :  i.  e. 
Difoivn  him  for  a  brother,  have  no  confidence 
and  friend£hip  with,  nor  ever  count  him  wor- 
thy of  thy  affedion  and  favour.  And  in  my 
text  §  :  Ifth'j  brother  trefpafs  again ji  thee  rebuke 
him  ;  and  if  he  repent  j  or  give  him ;  plainly  im- 
plying, that  without  repentance  he  is  not  en- 
titled to  forgivenefs.  And  in  the  exhortation 
to  the  offender  to  be  reconciled  to  his  brother, 
and  to  agree  with  his  adverfary,  whiljl  he  is  in 
the  way  with  him  ||,  'tis  plainly  allowed,  that 
if  he  will  not  reconcile  himfelf  and  agree 
with  him  whom  he  hath  made  his  adverfary, 
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hy  the  trefpafs  he  hath  committed  againfl 
him,  the  adverfary  hath  a  right  to  implead 
him  before  the  proper  magiftrate,  and  do  him- 
felfthat  juftice  by  law  which  the  other  ob- 
itinately  refufes  to  yield  him. 

The  great  pattern  held  up  to  our  conli- 
deration,  by  the  facred  writings,  and  to  which 
we  are  to  conform  ourfelves  in  doing  good  for 
evil,  and  tlie  forgivenefs  of  thofe  who  trefpafs 
againft  us,  is  God.  His  conduct  we  fhould 
obferve,  and  in  imitating  his  example  it  is 
impofiiMe  we  can  err ;  we  are  exhorted  to  be 
kind  to  one  another^  tender-hearted,  forgiving 
i^ne  another,  even  as  God  for  Chrijf  s  fake  hath 
forgiven  us  *.  Now  how  doth  God  forgive 
tis  ?  What,  without  repentance,  and  though 
we  will  not  he  periliaded  to  confefs  our  fault, 
sifk  pardon  for  it,  and  turn  from  it,  and  amend 
it  ?  No,  furely  repentance  is  the  condition  tf 
mercy ;  fenfe  of  the  fault  necelTary  to  the  re- 
mitting it ;  feeking  reconciliation  and  peace 
necellary  to  the  having  it  -,  and  the  forfaking 
what  w€  have  done  amift,  and  amending  for 
the  future,  the  reafonable  condition  of  being 
freed  from  the  guilt  of  what  is  paft.  God  in- 
deed exercifcs  great  patience  and  forbearance, 
gives  time  and  fpace  for  repentance  and  amend- 
ment, and  doth  good  to  the  evil  and  unthankful. 
True.  But  what  is  the  end  of  all  this  ?  Not 
to  lead  them  to  conclude  that  they  (hall  be 
Anally  forgiven  without   repentance,    but  to 

*  Eph.  iv.  32: 
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perfuade  them  to  repent  j  and  if  God's  good- 
nefs  doth  not  lead  them  to  this,  as  their  in- 
gratitude heightens  their  guilt,  it  will  pro- 
portionably  enhance  their  punifliment.  In 
like  manner  to  forgive  thofe  who  have  of- 
fended us  their  trefpalTes  is  our  duty,  /,  e. 
provided  they  are  in  a  difpofition  fit  for  for- 
givenefs,  by  being  fenfible  of  their  fault,  in- 
genuouily  owning  it,  and  giving  the  proper 
evidences  of  a  lincere  repentance  for  it.  But 
whilfl:  the  offender  perfifls  in  his  injurious 
courfe,  aggravates  one  trefpafs  by  another,  is 
not  fenfible  of  his  paft  fault,  or  will  not  own 
it,  or  will  not  amend  it ;  this  is  an  abfolute 
forfeiture  of  all  confidence,  friendfliip,  and 
favour,  whilfl  he  continues  in  fuch  a  difpofi- 
tion, and  that  forgivenefs  of  him  can  never 
be  a  duty,  that  will  not  reclaim  him  from  what 
is  bad,  and  perfuade  him  to  do  better,  and 
which  therefore  can  be  of  no  fervice  to  reli- 
gion, or  promoting  any  one  valuable  concern 
of  our  own,  or  of  others.  This  refufal  in- 
deed to  forgive  and  be  thoroughly  reconciled 
to  an  offender  doth  not  cancel  the  obligations 
of  humanity,  nor  releafe  the  party  aggrieved 
from  promoting  a  reconciliation,  by  gaining 
over  the  offender  to  his  duty,  nor  from  doing 
him  any  friendly  ofHces  that  we  can,  confiflent 
with  our  own  fafety  and  welfare,  as  will  be 
fhewn  you.  But  'till  he  is  thus,  or  by  fome 
other  proper  methods  gained,  he  takes  upon 
himfelf  the  charader  of  an  adverfary,  and 
gives  a  right  to  his  aggrieved  brother  to  con- 

fider 


564  ^-^^  C^fe  ^^d  Duty  Serm.  17, 

fider,  guard  againft,  and  treat  him  as  fuch, 
V.  e.  to  break  all  confidence  and  friendfhip 
with  him,  and  never  more  to  return  to 
either,  'till  he  return  to  a  better  mind,  and 
render  himielf  worthy  and  fit  to  be  reftored 
to  them. 

Let   us,   however,    all  of  us,    cherifh    the 
peaceable   difpofition,    and   always  follow  the 
things  that  fnake  for  peace.     Regulated  piillions 
and  moderate   refentments  are  the  figns  either 
of  a  goodnefs  of  natural  difpofitions,  or  of  the 
povv^er  of  religious   principles,   and   fometimes 
of  both  ;  and  to  pafs  through  the  world  with- 
out great' 'enmities  and  contefts   with   others, 
IS  a  defirable  thing,   and  may  in  a  great  irea- 
fure  be  obtained  by  following  the   prudentials 
of  the  gofpel  of  Chriffc.     Entnity   for  enmity, 
and   fpite  for  fpite,  I  am  fure  a  good  .man,  a 
true  Chriftian,  will  not  return  5  and  if  he  hath 
an  enemy  he   is  reiblved  hatred  (hall  dwell  in 
one   bread:   only,  and   that   his   fliall  ever  be 
open  to  the  ccunfels  of  moderation   and  cha- 
rity.    Involuntary  leffer  errors  he  will  always     J 
overlook  through  the  compalTions  he  hath  for      ' 
the  frailties   of  human   nature  ;   thofe  which 
are  greater  he  will  refent   with   decency  and 
temper,  wait  with  patience  to  gain  over  the  of- 
fender, and  if  forced  to  vindicate  his  own  rights 
by  the  methods  which  human  juftice  allows 
him,  will  ever  do  it   v/ith   all  that  tendernefs 
and  forbearance,  which  is  confident  with  his 
own  fecurity   and  fuccefs,    and  fliew   himfelf 
alwavs  ready  to  be  a  friend  to  another,  whea 
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he  can  be  fo,  without  becoming  an  enemy  to 
himfelf  j  as  remembering,  that  i/?e  %Dratb  of 
man  never  works  the  right eoiifnefs  of  God,  and 
that  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above  is  firji  pure^ 
then  -peaceable,  gentle  and  eajy  to  be  intreated, 
full  oj  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality 
and  without  hypocrijy,  and  that  the  fruit  of 
righteoufnefs  isjown  in  peace  of  thofe  that  make 
peace. 


SER- 
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SERMON    XVIIL 

The    Chriftian's    Duty    towards    his* 
oiFending  Brother* 

Luke  xvii.  3,  4. 

^ah  heed  to  your/elves :  If  thy  brother  trefpafs 
agalnfi  thee,  rebuke  him  -,  and  if  he  repent ^ 
forgive  him.  And  if  he  trefpafs  againjl  thee 
feven  times  in  a  day,  andfeven  times  in  a  day 
turn  again  to  thee,  faying,  I  repent  5  thoti 
JJjalt  forgive  him* 

I  Am  to  conlider  from  thefe  words,  the 
nature  of  th^it  forgivenefs  of  injuries  which 
our  blelfed  Saviour  hath  in  thefe  words  re- 
commervded  to  us  j  I  have  already  fhewn 
you,  that  all  refentment  of  injuries  and  all 
degrees  of  anger  upon  account  of  them,  are 
not  forbidden  by  our  blelTed  Lord,  but  only 
fuch  anger  as  is  immoderate,  and  difproportioned 
to  the  offence  that  is  given ;  or  when  'tis  fuf- 
fered  to  be  continued  too  long,  or  when  it  is 
excited  and  nourished  without  a  caufe.  Neither 
farther  are  we  obliged  fo  to  pafs  by  and  for- 
give injuries,  as  never  to  feek  the  redrefs  of 

them 
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them  from  public  jujiice,  and  the  afiiflance  of 
the  civil  magiftrate.  This  is  lawful,  provided 
we  tvyjirj}  other  more  friendly  methods  of  re- 
drefs,  the  occafion  be  of  importance  enough  to 
juftify  the  neceffity  and  prudence  of  an  appeal 
to  the  public,  do  not  manage  it  with  rancour 
and  bitternefsy  do  not  protra(il  and  burthen 
them  for  revengeful  and  oppreffive  purpofes, 
nor  any  way  injure  the  caufe  of  Religion  and 
Chrijlianity,  by  the  methods  we  engage  in  to 
manage  and  fupport  them.  Nor  farther 
doth  the  precept  and  forgiving  injuries  oblige 
us  to  forgive  limply,  abfolutely  and  univerfally, 
all  forts  of  trefpafl'es  and  offences  againfl  our- 
felves,  without  any  conditions,  without  repen- 
tance, reparation  and  amendment  in  the  of- 
fender. Such  offences  againfl  ourfelves,  as 
are  offences  againft  civil  fociety,  though  we  may 
forgive  them  for  ourfelvesy  we  cannot,  ought 
not  to  forgive  them  for  the  public  j  nor  in  in- 
jftances  of  a  more  private  and  perfonal  nature, 
where  fuch  forgivenefs  may  be  prejudicial  to 
others,  and  give  the  offender  an  opportunity  to 
injure  and  abufe  them;  nor  in  any  inftances 
that  relate  only  to  ourfelves,  and  affedt  us  in 
any  'valuable  part  of  our  intereft,  without  the 
^lo^tx fubmifjion,  acknowledgment,  and  amend- 
ment in  the  offender  -,  becaufe  this  vi^ould  be 
obliging  us  to  forgive,  where  there  could  be  no 
obligation  in  reafon  to  forgive,  and  where  that 
forgivenefs  would  oftentimes  be  attended  with 
very  bad  and  mifchievous  confequences.  I 
would  now  obferve  farther, 

4.  That 
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4.  That  this  precept  of  forgivenefs  is  op- 
pofed  to  all  perfonal  and  private  revenge^  the 
endeavour  after  and  the  dejire  and  prayer  for 
it,  and  is  a  command  abfolutely  to  abftain 
from  it,  and  to  fupprefs  all  that  rancour, 
malice  and  hatred  from  whence  it  proceeds. 
Kevenge  is  that  difpolition  which  prompts 
men  to  wiili  or  to  return  one  evil  for  ano- 
ther, for  the  fake  only  of  hurting  or  doing 
evil  to  him  that  hath  injured  us.  Now  the 
forgivenefs  of  injuries  required  by  Chriftianity 
ftands  dire(5lly  oppofed  to  this,  and  we  are 
commanded  fo  far  to  moderate  our  refent- 
ment,  and  fupprefs  our  anger,  and  overlook 
the  trefpafs  committed  againft  us,  as  never  to 
take  the  avenging  it  into  our  hands  by  repay- 
ing one  evil  with  another,  or  by  procuring 
fuch  evil  to  be  returned  by  any  others  what- 
foever,  or  by  wifhing  it  from  God  for  the  fake 
only  of  puniihing,  rendering  miferable,  orde- 
ftroying  an  adverfary.  The  law  of  retaliation,- 
as  commanded  by  God  -f",  eye  for  eye^  and  tooth 
for  toothy  hand  for  hand,  joot  for  foot,  biirni?ig' 
for  burning,  ivoundjor  "wound,  fi  ripe  for  firipe, 
was  a  rule  o^ direBion  for  the  public  magijlrate- 
or  judge;  but  perverted  by  the  corrupt  fews 
into  a  licence  for  private  revenge,  and  doing  all 
they  could  to  injure  and  miichief  their  enemies. 
In  oppoiition  to  this  our  Saviour  commands:  But 
I  fay  unto  you,  that  ye  refiji  not  evil^  viz.  by  way  of 
revenge,  fo  as  to  put  out  his  eve  that  hath  put 
out  your's,  and  merely  for  the  fake  of  doing  him 

•\  Exod,  xxi.  23,  24,  25. 
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the  fame  evil  that  he  hath  done  to  yoa.  But 
in  all  tolerable  cafes  rather  fuffer  two  inju- 
ries than  fpitefully  revenge  one.  WhoJ'oever 
fldall finite  thee  on  thy  right  cheek  turn  to  him  the 
other  alfo.  i.  e.  Rather  fuifer  a  fecond  flroks 
than  revenge  thyfelf  by  returning  the  firii. 
And  if  any  one  will  fue  thee  at  lawy  and  take 
away  thy  coaty  let  'him  have  thy  cloak  alfo.  i.  e* 
Rather  fufter  the  lofs  of  both,  than  malici- 
oufly  profccute  him,  in  order  to  deprive  him 
of  either  of  his  own.  And  whofoever  Jhall 
compel  thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  with  him  two  -,  viz. 
rather  than  hurt  him,  by  committing  any 
violence  to  prevent  thy  going  one.  So  that 
the  thing  commanded  is  not  limply  :?nd  abfo- 
luteiy  not  to  re  lift  evil,  or  to  turn  the  cheek  to 
the f miter i  o^  give  the  cloak  to  the  robbery  or  ^o 
two  miles  with  a  troublefome  and  pofitive  im- 
pertinent ;  but  to  do  all  this  rather  than 
indulge  to  impatience  of  fpirit,  impotency  of 
anger,  and  a  revengeful,  vindidive  dilpofiuon, 
which  is  abfolutely  inconflftcnt  with  the  dic- 
tates of  reafon,  and  the  principles  of  all  true 
religion.    ' 

This  was  acknowledged  by  the  Heathen 
Moralijls,  one  of  whom  thus  argues  -j^ : 
"  A  wife  man  will  never  ad:ually  return  an 
"^  injury  to  a  bad  man,  nor  be  willing  and 
*'  deiirous  to  do  it.  If  to  do  an  injury  be  a 
•'  bad  thing,  to  return  an  injury  is  like  it ;  and 
"  if  he  who  doth  an  injury  doth  ill,  he  that 
*f  returns  one  evil  with  another,  neverthcki's 

i  Max.  Tyr.  Differt.  18.  f.  r. 

Vo:-.  IL  B-b  *'  doth 
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'*  doth  ill,    though    'tis  an   evil  that   he   re- 

vengcth  ;  juft  as  he  who   returns  a  benefit 
to  him  that  hath  done  hicn  one,  doth  well, 
*'  though   he   firll   received   one,  fo   he   who 
*'  returns  an  evil,  doth  neverthelefs  ill,  though 
*'  treated  ill  hin^.felf  firft."     "  Nay,  fays  he  J, 
*'  I   Vv'iU   venture   to   affirm,   that   if  the    in- 
jufcice  of  one  of  the  two  be   greater  than 
the  other,  he   who   revenges   an  injury  is 
the  more  wicked  man  of  the  two,    than  he 
who  firft  offers  it  -"  an  obfervation,  that  in 
moft  cafes,  if  not  univerfally,  is  moft  unquef- 
tionably  ^rue.      Hence  St.    PauUo  the  Ro- 
mans §  :  Reco?npenfe  to  no  man  evil  for  evil. 
Dearly  beloved^  avenge  notyourJ'elviS,  but  rather 
give  place  unto  "xrath ;    let  it  have   its  courfe, 
and   fuffer    the  effects   of  it,  rather   than    by 
revenging,    thereby    invade    the   province   of 
God  i    who    hath    faid :     Vengeance   is    tnine, 
and  I  will  repay  it.     The  fame  advice  he  gives 
to  the  T^hejj'alonians  ||,  agreeable  to  which   is 
that  of  St.  Fetcr\  :  Render  not  evil  for  evily 
nor  railing  for  railing  ;   but  contrary   blefjlng  ; 
knoi-vuig  that  ye  are    thereunto   called^   that  ye 
fhould  inherit  a  bkfjing.     It  is  on  this  account 
that  v/e  are  commanded   to   fupprefs   and  ex- 
tinguish   all  thole    inward  paihons    and  affec- 
tions,  that  are  the  great  incentives  and  promp- 
ters   to  revenge  * ;  fuch  as    hatred,  variajice,. 
emulation,    wrath,  fir  if e,    envying,    bitternefs, 
anger,   clamour,   evrl-Jpeaking,   and  fnaiice  JJ ; 
and  men  of  this  cliarader,  fuch    as  are   lovers 

t  S    g.  §   Ro;-n.  xii.  17 — 19.  ji   i  Thef.  v.  15. 

t  1  Fu:.  iii.  9.         *  Gal.  v.  20,  21.         XX  -^-phef.  iv.  31. 
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of  themfelvesy  boajlers^  proud,  without  natural 
affe6lion,  defpifers  of  thofe  who  are  good,  heady, 
feree,  and  high-minded^^,  ?.re  commended  to  be 
avoided,  as  men  unworthy  to  be  acknowledged 
as  Chriftians,  and  incapable  of  the  goipel  fal- 
vation;  and  when  they  are  aduated  by  this 
fpirit,  and  have  bitter  envying  andftrife  in  their 
hearts  \y  they  are  faid  to  be  governed  by  that 
wifdom  which  is  earthly,  fenfual  and  deviUfb  J. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  the  virtues  contrary 
to  thefe,  are  love,  joy,  peace,  longfujj'enngy 
gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  meeknefs,  and  thelike, which 
are  reprefented  as  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and 
therefore  as  virtues  that  form  the  difpofiticn 
of  every  Chrifiian,  who  as  fuch  live  by  and 
walk  after  the  Spirit.  And  therefore  we  are 
commanded  to  htfow  to  wrath  §,  to  be  kind 
one  to  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  ano- 
ther, even  as  God  for  Chrifsfake  hath  forgiven 
us  II ;  to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith 
we  are  called,  with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs, 
with  Ion g-fuff-'e ring,  forbearing  one  another  in 
love  **  3  to  let  nothing  be  done  through  f  rife,  but 
in  lowlinefs  of  mind,  each  to  ejicem  others  better 
than  themfelves  -^ ;  and  to  put  ofl  as  the  eletl  of 
God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercies,  kind- 
nefs,  bumblenefsof  mind,  meeknejs,  long-fuffenng, 
forbearing  one  another,  forgiving  one  another,  if' 
any  man  have  a  quarrel  againji  any,  even  as 
Chrijl  forgave  us  l^;  and  above  all  thefe 
things  to  let  the  peace  of  God  ride  in  our  hearts, 

*  Tit.  iii.  2 — 4.  t  James  iii.  14,  15.  J  Gal.  v.  22 

—2;.      §  James  j.  19.         1!  Rp'"  i^- 32-         **  Eph.  iv.  1,  2. 
tt  Pi^-il.  u.  3.         IX  Colcf.  iii.'i2— 15* 
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an  J  to  put  on  charity  which  is  the  bond  of  per- 
JeBneJs  * ;  that  charity  v:hich fuff'ereth  long  and 
is  kind,  that  envieth  not,  Jeeketh  not  her  own,  is 
not  eajily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  not 
in  iniquity,  beareth  all  things,  believe  th  all  things, 
hopeth  all  things,  and  enditreth  all  things.  To 
live  under  the  power  and  influence  of  this 
humane,  benign,  mild,  relenting,  compaf- 
lionate  difpofition,  is  to  be  governed  by  a 
wifdom  truly  divine,  which  hath  for  its  dif- 
tinguifliing,  amiable  charaderiflics,  that  'tis 
peaceable,  gentle,  eafy  to  be  tntreated,  full  of 
mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality  and 
without  hypocrify.  And  therefore  the  -f-  beati- 
tudes, or  great  bleffings  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  are  confined  by  our  Saviour  himfelf  to  the 
poor  in  fpirit,  to  the  vieek  and  merciful,  to  the 
peace-makers,  to  the  perfecuted,  reviled,  and 
reproached  for  righteoufnefs fake ;  and  in  a  word, 
to  thofe  who  on  thefe  accounts  and  others  like 
them,  are  peifcdi  as  their  Father  in  heaven  is 
perfeB. 

And  that  private  revenge  is  contrary  to  all 
the  dictates  of  reafon,  wifdom  and  morality, 
as  well  as  repugnant  to  the  genius  and  fpirit 
of  Ciiriflianity,  is  evident  from  many  confi- 
derations. 

By  this    means  men   conftitute  themfelves 

judges  in  their  own  caufcs,  zdi  by  refentment, 

paflion  and  anger,  and  oftentimes  as   they  are 

hurried  on  by   malice  and  hatred,  and  a  fpirit 

of  fury  and  cruelty  ;  in  which   fituation  men 

_•  I  Cor.  xili.  4 — 7.        t  Matt.  v.  3 — 11, 

are 
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are  the  .lead  able  to  pafs  the  fair,  equitable 
judgmertt,  to  difcern  and  determine  rightly 
concerning  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  and  the 
nature  of  the  injury  they  have  received.  They 
judge  as  felf- partiality,  inclination,  pride, 
imagination,  and  other  wrong  aftc6tions  and 
views  prompt  and  didate  to  them,  and  would 
jufdy  themfelves  except  againft  any  one  for 
their  own  judge,  under  the  like  bad  prepof- 
feffion  and  influence.  And  what  is  yet  worfe, 
they  not  only  judge  for  themfelves,  in  every 
cafe  of  revenge,  but  judge  and  condemn  the 
perfon  who  is  the  object  of  their  revenge, 
though  they  often  know  nothing  of  the  mo- 
tives that  influenced  him  to  the  oflence  they 
refent,  norofthofe  circumflances  that  might 
alleviate  and  extenuate  it ;  and  thus  acl  the 
part  of  unrighteous  judges,  who  condemn 
without  hearing  the  caufe,  and  punidi 
without  offence,  or  above  the  real  aggrava- 
tion of  it. 

Hence  it  is,  that  fociety  hath  taken  the 
cognizance  of  oftences  and  caufes  between  man 
and  man,  that  no  one  may  be  judge  for  himfelt, 
and  puniili  according  to  his  own  refentment, 
but  fubmit  to  and  be  determined  by  the  more 
equitable  decifion  of  others.  And  therefore 
for  private  perfons  to  profecute  their  own 
revenge  is  the  higheft  injury  to  fociety  and  go- 
ver?if7ienti  and  if  this  (hould  become  univerfally 
the  cafe,  focieties  muft  immediately  difband, 
and  nations  be  involved  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion  and  diforder. 

B  b  3  If 
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If  therefore  we  fail  of  having  redrefs,  in 
any  fuppofed  or  real  injuries  we  -receive 
from  others,  from  the  civil  power  or  magi- 
flrate,  the  rule  of  religion  and  reafon  is, 
that  we  muft  fo  far  abfoJutcly  forpive  it,  as 
not  to  take  the  jucigmeri't  into  our  own  hands, 
and  repay  it  with  a  like  injury;  becaufe  we 
are  not  the  competent  judges  of  the  cafe ; 
but  we  mud  contentedly  refer  the  caufe  ta 
Gody  who  by  his  own  providence  can  do  us 
juftice  in  the  prefent  world,  and  will  either 
here  or  hereafter  rightly  determine  the  con- 
troverfy  between  us,  and  give  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works.     But  then 

It  fliould  be  farther  confidered,  that  even 
the  profecuting  men  before  the  civil  magi- 
flrate,  merely  through  paffion,  refentment  and 
the  delire  of  their  punilhment,  is  as  real,  and 
as  truly  criminal  an  inftance  of  re'venge,  as 
though  we  executed  it  ourfelves  in  perfon. 
TJie  guilt  of  private  revenge  is,  not  merely 
ihe  infliding  evil  upon  another ;  for  this  we 
have  a  right  to  do  in  many  cafes  j  as  parents, 
for  inftance,  in  the  punifliment  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  every  man,"  as  far  as  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  feif-defence;  but  the  guilt  of  it 
confifts,  in  our  ufiirping  the  rights  of  God  or 
Jociety^  being  aduated  by  rancour ,  malice j  and 
cruelty^  and  in  our  taking  pleafure  in  their 
fuffering,  rejoicing  in  their  evil,  and  delight- 
ing in  their  deftrudtion.  And  if  the  fame 
dij'pofitions  actuate  us,  in  the  profecuting  our 
caik'es    before    the    proper  judge,    the  caufe 

may 
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may  be  good,  and  the  profecution  in  one 
view  of  it  lawful;  and  yet  we  may  be  at  the 
fame  time  gratifying  our  maUce,  feeding  an 
implacable  fpirit,  and  purfuing  the  mcafures 
of  a  very  criminal  revenge.  And  thereicre, 
in  a  word,  when  we  opprefs,  render  mife- 
rable,  or  profecute  to  deflrudiion,  any  perfon 
whatfoever,  when  we  can  fee  nor  propofe 
any  public  utility  to  be  anfwered  by  it,  and 
when  the  doing  it  is  not  abfoiutely  and  indif- 
penlibly  neceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  our 
perfons,  or  fome  cffential  intereil:  of  our  be- 
ing ;  'tis  not  ealy  to  conceive  that  there  can 
be  any  other  motive  to  fuch  opprcfiion  and 
perfecution,  but  the  gratifying  tliofe  inhu- 
man, intemperate,  fierce,  implacable,  and 
diabolical  diipofitions,  which  argue  men  di- 
veflied  of  humamry  itfelf,  and  wholly  exclude 
them  from  the  charader  and  privileges  of 
Chriflians.     1  will  only  add. 

That  as  we  are  not  to  gratify  thefe  kind  of 
affedions,  either  perfonally,  or  by  an  appli- 
cation to  the  public,  fo  neither  are  we  by 
any  applications  and  prayers  to  Almighty.  God, 
In  this  fenfe,  perfons  may  be  very  religioufly 
revengeful,  /.  e.  think  themfelves  very  religi- 
ous and  pious,  whilrt;  they  are  only  gratifying 
their  own  refentments,  and  may  imagine 
that  to  be  a  zeal  for  God  and  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  in  reality  nothing 
more  than  the  fervour  of  ungoverned  paffions, 
and  a  difpofition  to  malice  and  revenge. 
'Twould  be  reckoned  an  argument  of  great 
profanenefs  and  impiety  for  any  one  to  curfe 
B  b  4  in 


^yS  The  Chrijlian^s  Duty  Serm.  iS. 

in  common  converfation,  or  merely  through 
the  effedt  of  haftinef?,  and  the  natural  warmth 
of  temper.  But  furely  deliberate  curfes  are 
much  more  criminal,  and  when  we  impre- 
cate curfes  on  the  heads  of  our  enemies  in 
our  folemn  dexoticns,  whether  they  be  pub- 
lic or  private,  any  farther  than  is  necellary 
to  promoting  God's  honour,  and  the  prefer* 
vation  of  the  public  happlnefs,  all  fuch  kind 
of  prayers  are  in  their  nature  contrary  to  luw 
rnanity,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  Chriftian 
rule,  which  is  *  :  Bkfs  and  curfe  not.     But 

5.  As  the  precept  of  forgiving  our  ene-^ 
mies  is  oppofed  to  malice  and  revenge,  fo 
38  it  to  all  hajiinejs,  rafi  refentment,  and  that 
impetiiojity  of  angcr^  that  puts  men  upon 
extream  m.ethods,  before  they  have  tried  the 
more  mild  and  moderate  ones  -,  and  therefore 
though  the  offender  be  in  the  reafon  and 
nature  of  the  thing  obliged  to  humble  him- 
felf,  and  fhould  be  firft  in  the  offers  of  re- 
conciliation;  yet  if  he  fhould  be  wanting  to 
his  duty  in  thefe  inftances,  there  is  neverthe- 
lefs  a  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  and  before 
we  wholly  caft  him  off,  and  reje6l  him  as 
unworthy  our  friendfhip,  we  are  bound  by 
the  exprefs  law  of  Chriftianity  to  endeavour  to 
reclaim  him,  and  ufe  all  the  methods  of  ge- 
nerofity  and  kindnefs,  reproof,  convidion, 
and  areument  to  reclaim  him,  and  bring;  him 
to  a  {^n{t.  of  his  iin,  his  interefl:  and  duty. 
He  that  is  a  willing  offender  againfl  his  bro- 

*  RoiTi.  xii,  i|. 
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tner  is  in  that  an  offender  again H:  God ; 
and  therefore  true  Chriftian  benevolence  will 
rather  be  folicitous  to  recover  him  out  of  his 
guilt,  than  to  punifh  him  for  his  offence ; 
and  had  rather  reftore  him  to  God's  favour, 
and  reinftate  him  in  his  own,  than  fee  him 
incapable  of,  or  baniflied  from  either.  And 
therefore  according  to  our  rule. 

Great  patience,  lenity,  and  forbearance  are 
to  be  ufed  towards  thofe  who  have  trefpaffed 
againft  us,  and  we  are  to  wait  till  they  have 
had  time  for  recollection,  and  to  become  fen- 
lible  of  their  condudl,  and  to  cherifh  a  better 
difpofition  and  temper  of  mind  towards  us. 
When  the  lord  in  the  parable  had  ordered 
the  fervant  that  owed  him  ten  thoufand  talents 
to  be  fold,  himfelf  and  family  and  all  that 
he  had,  and  payment  to  be  made  him,  upon 
that  fervant's  falling  down,  and  faying  ^ : 
Lord,  have  patience  with  ?ne,  and  I  will  pay 
thee  all;  the  Lord  of  the  fervant  was  moved 
with  co?72paffion,  and  forgave  him  ally  a  repre- 
fentation  to  fhew  us.,  how  improper  fudden 
and  hafty  refentments  are,  how  much  more 
worthy  and  humane  'tis  to  give  fpace  for  calm 
and  cool  reflection,  how  natural  the  offender's 
claim  to  patience,  and  how  the  very  purpofe 
in  him  to  repair  the  injury  as  far  as  in  his 
power,  is  almoft  reafon  enough  to  induce  us 
entirely  to  forgive  it.  And  this  very  patience 
is  itfelf  a  temporary  forgivenefs,  and  prepares 
the  breaft  for  an  abfolute  one. 

f  Matt,  xviii.  24,  &c. 
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If  mere  forbearance  will  not  do,  Chriftlan 
benevolence  w:ll  go  farther^  and  not  ftand 
upon  the  punctilio  of  being  firft  applied  and 
fought  to  for  a  reconciliation,  but  will  excufe 
form  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  difpenfe  with 
ceremony  for  the  nobler  purpofe  of  being 
kind  and  generous  ;  yea,  yield  up  fome  of  its 
ciuti  rights  in  order  to  bring  the  offender  to 
the  confideration  of  his  intereft  and  duty.  Hu- 
manity and  Chrillian  candour  will  find  out 
kind  apologies  and  cxcufes  for  him,  and  con- 
defcend  calmly  to  reprefent  to  him  the  na- 
ture of  his  offence  i?2  private  only,  contented 
with  the  moft  private  reparation  if  that  can 
be  obtained,  and  rejoice  if  it  can  thus  gain 
a  brother,  v/ithout  any  farther  offence  and 
difpleafure  to  him.  .  If  this  proves  ineffedtual, 
he  will  ftrive  to  do  by  others,  what  he  hath 
not  been  able  to  effed:  by  himfelf ;  and  em- 
ploy fuch  perfons  for  number  and  qualifica- 
tion, as  he  judges  moft  likely  and  proper  to 
heal  the  beginning  of  ftrife,  and  to  prevent  a 
lafting  contention  and  enmity  y  according  to 
our  Saviour's  precept*,  of  telling  him  his  fault 
aloney  and  then  in  the  prefence  of  two  or  three 
?nore,  and  then  before  the  congregation. 

And  if  even  this  proves  ineffectual,  the 
Chriltian  difpofition  of  goodnefs  will  reach 
farther,  and  exert  itfelf  in  ^thofe  kind  and 
friendly  ofices  toward  the  offender,  as  far  as  can 
be  done  with  prudence  and  fafety,  as  fliall 
fliew  a  freedom  from  all  rancour  and  bitter- 

*  Matt,  xviii.  16,  17. 
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nefs,  a  generous  concern  for  the  offender's  in- 
terefl,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  reconciliation 
and  peace.  And  the  reafon  is  evident,  be- 
caufe  humanity  would  prompt  to  this,  if 
fome  unworthy  pallions  did  not  prevent  it, 
the  conquefh  of  which  pallions  is  the  nobleft 
vidtory,  and  gives  us  a  triumph  of  -all  others 
the  moil  honourable  and  plealing.  The  pre- 
venting enmity,  and  the  perpetuity  of  ani- 
mofities  and  hatred,  is  prudent  in  its  nature, 
and  every  kindnefs  we  Ihew  an  enemy,  that 
difarms  his  anger,  and  difpofes  him  to  a 
reconciliation,  is  in  fad:  fhewing  kindnefs  to 
ourfelves.  Every  offence  is  not  a  forfeiture  of 
fnendfhip,  and  therefore  fhould  not  prevent 
the  generous  effeds  of  it.  T^o  feek  peace  and 
purfue  it  with  all,  is  our  unqueftionable  duty, 
and  is  an  amiable  difpofition  in  itfeif ;  and 
therefore  the  ill  humours  of  others  fliould 
never  indifpofe  us  for  ading  right,  and  pur- 
fuing  private  or  public  peace,  by  every  pru- 
dent method  of  benevolence  and  friendship 
that  is  within  our  reach.  Hence  arifes  the 
reafon  of  thofe  precepts,  that  are  fo  frequently 
inculcated  in  the  facred  writings ;  of  doing 
good  for  evily  of  overcoming  evil  with  good,  of 
condefcending  to  each  other,  of  following  the 
things  that  make  for  peace,  of  working  no  ill  to 
our  neighbour ;  precepts  that  are  the  verv  dic- 
tates of  goodnefs,  and  breathe  the  genuine  fpi- 
rit  of  true  religion  and  real  Chriflianity.  And 
therefore  farther, 

6.  If  by  any  prudent  and  kind  methods  we 
have  taken,  or  by  his  own  proper  recolledion 

and 
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and  fenfe  of  his  fault,  the  perfon  trefpaffing 
againft  us  is  brought  to  a  right  difpofition, 
makes  the  proper  acknowledgment,  and  re- 
compenfes  the  injury  as  far  as  in  his  power; 
forgi-vencfs  becomes  the  immediate  duty  of  the 
party  offended,  and  thus  flands  oppofed  to  an 
implacable  and  unforgiving  fpirit.  If  thy  bro- 
ther trejpaj's  againji  thee,  and  he  repent,  forgive 
him.  i.  e.  If  he  acknowledge  his  fault  forgive 
him.  And  this  forgivenefs  mull  be  genuine, 
iincere,  ^ndfrom  the  heart ;  according  to  the 
rule,_y^  likeunfe  jldall  my  heavenly  Father  do  unto 
you  %,  i.e.  feverely  punifh  you,  if  ye  from 
your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their 
trefpafj'es ;  and  if  they  who  have  been  them- 
felves  injured,  would  but  candidly  put  them- 
felves  in  the  place  and  circumftances  of  thofe 
who  have  oitended,  they  would  foon  learn  to 
pafs  the  proper  judgment  on  the  "nature  and 
decree  of  that  forj^ivenefs  that  is  reafonable 
in  itfelf,  and  comes  up  to  the  requirement  of 
the  gofpel.  The  grand,  comprehenfive  cha- 
ra6leriific  of  it  is,  that  it  come  from  the  heart, 
be  real,  and  with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  not 
feigned  and  artful,  but  in  truth  and  in  deed. 
This  implies 

The  luppreffion  of  all  our  former  refent- 
ment,  and  the  ceafmg  to  be  angry,  and  the 
putting  an  entire  end  to  our  difpleafure  to- 
wards the  perfon  offending  us.  Be  not  hajly 
in  thy  fpirit  to  be  angry,  fays  the  royal  preacher. 
But  inafmuch  as  this  is  frequently  a  conjiitutional 

X  Matt,  xviii.  35, 
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weaknefs,  and  .  the  firft  motions  to  anger  are 
not  fometimes  in  our  power,  therefore  he  adds  : 
Anger  rejieth  in  the  bofom  of  fools.  The  only 
poflible  good  ufe  of  anger  is,  either  its  being  a 
means  offelf-prefervatio?i,  or  a  motive  to  the  of- 
fender to  repent,  and  alter  his  condud:  for  the 
future.  When  thefe  are  gained,  anger  becomes 
irrational  and  criminal  in  us,  and  a  real  injury 
and  injuftice  towards  him.  He  then  becomes 
the  aggrieved  party,  and  there  is  an  acknow- 
ledgment due  to  him  of  the  offence  we  have 
committed  againft  him  ;  becaufe  he  ceafes  to 
be  an  object  of  anger  when  he  ceafes  to  be  an 
offender,  and  the  continuance  of  our  refent- 
ment  againft  him  is  without  a  caufe.  And 
therefore  forgivenefs  neceffarily  implies  the 
freeing  our  minds  from  all  bitternefs  and  wrath, 
as  though  he  had  never  offended  us.  And  in 
confequence  of  this 

Forgivenefs  farther  includes  the  putting  an 
endio  all  fature  profeaitions  of  the  injury,  and 
our  ceafing  to  ufe  all  methods  whatfoever  to 
fubjed:  the  injurer  to  any  kind  of  inconve- 
niencies  and  difadvantages  upon  account  of 
the  trdfpafs  forgiven.  Such  profecutions  are 
always  in  their  nature  unlav/ful,  when  car- 
ried on  with  fpite,  an^  with  a  defign  only  to 
damage  or  opprefs  another.  This  is  properly 
revenge,  and  not  a  method  of  felf-prefervation, 
nor  a  dictate  of  equity  and  juftice.  And 
when  men  become  implacable  in  fach  pro- 
fecutions, 'tis  malice  and  hatred  tha.t  in- 
iiuences  and  prompts  them,  and  not  merely  a 
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defire  to  vindicate  their  honour,  or  fecure  their 
property.  Thejufland  honourable  profecu- 
tion  of  our  refentments,  aims  at  nothing  far- 
ther than  bringing  the  offender  to  do  juftice, 
by  owning  his  fault,  and  making  all  the  repa- 
ration in  his  power,  and  preventing  as  far  as 
we  can  his  injuring  us  for  the  future.  When 
thefe  ends  are  anfwered,  the  harbouring  any 
farther  defigns  againft  him,  and  the  continuing 
to  ufe  and  treat  him  as  an  enemy,  is  contrary 
to  benevolence  and  equity,  and  confident  with 
no  principles  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  what- 
foever.  His  repentance,  as  it  doth  in  reality 
cancel  his  fault,  intitles  him  to  forgivenefs, 
and  fhould  cancel  in  us  every  farther  purpofe 
to  aggrieve  and  punifh  him.  Real  repentance, 
manifefted  by  the  proper  fruits  of  it,  is  all  an 
offender  can  do ;  and  when  this  is  done,  every 
farther  method  to  aggrieve  and  punifh  him, 
either  in  his  reputation,  ufefulnefs  or  property, 
is  doing  him  a  real  injuftice,  and  making  our- 
felves  in  our  turns  become  criminal  aggreilbrs. 
But  even  this  is  not  enough.  Chriitian  for- 
givenefs goes  farther  yet,  and  when  'tis  from 
the  heart  implies  : 

The  returns  of  all  the  kind  and  friendly 
affe5iions  towards  hinv  If  the  exercife  of 
thefe  ihould  not  be  fufpended,  even  whilfl 
the  injury  remains  unrepaired,  and  the  offen- 
der makes  no  acknowledgment,  nor  any  ad- 
vance towards  a  reconciliation  ;  if  we  ought, 
as  hath  been  fhev/n,  to  endeavour  ourfelves 
by  methods  of  forbearance  and  goodnefs  to 
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feek  for  peace,  though  we  have  not  been  the 
real  occafions  of  interrupting  it;  how  much 
more  ready  Ihould  we  be  to  return  in  affedion, 
efleem  and  kindnefs  to  the  offender,  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  difpofition  and  advances  for  peace; 
when  changed  from  himfelf,  he  not  only 
ceafes  to  offend,  but  adts  as  a  man,  a  friend, 
and  a  Chriflian,  and  folicits  the  recovery  of 
our  forfeited  friendfliip.  There  is  fomewhat 
fo  ingenuous,  frank,  and  honed  in  a  perfon's 
owning  his  fault,  fo  much  honour,  candour, 
and  integrity  in  his  expreffmg  his  fenfe  of  it, 
and  afking  pardon  of  him  whom  he  hath 
offended,  when  it  appears  to  be  done  from 
real  convidion,  and  a  genuine  concern  for  it ; 
as  that  'tis  impoflible  for  a  good  mind  to  be 
unaffected  with  it,  and  not  to  elfeem  the  refo- 
lution  and  virtue  of  him  that  doth  it.  It '  na- 
turally opens  the  heart  to  receive  him,  and 
almori:  forces  the  return  of  the  moft  friendly 
affection  and  efleem  tovv-ards  him.  And  with- 
out this  what  is  forgivenefs  ?  If  the  refentment 
continues  lively  and  flrong,  we  yet  confider 
him  as  an  object  of  our  diipleafure;  and  not 
to  lo've  I  am  afraid  but  feldom  differs  in  thefe 
cafes  from  fome  degrees  at  leafl  of  really 
hating  him.  'Tis  at  leaft  a  very  partial  and 
defedtive  reconciliation,  and  fliews  the  heart 
hath  not  thoroughly  entered  into  the  affair  ; 
for  if  the  heart  had  really  forgiven,  the  kind 
affedions  of  the  heart  would  return  to  their 
former  channel,  and  the  offender  have  his  due 
iliare  and  intered  in  them.  And  in  confe- 
quencc  of  this. 

There 
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There  will  be  farther  a  difpolition  to  fliew 
him  all  the  proper  wjiances  of  humanity  and 
goadnefs,  and  we  ihall  prove  the  fincerity  of 
our  forgivenefs,  by  all  the  anfwerable  and  ge- 
nuine etfedlis  of  it^  and  by  all  proper  and 
prudent  expreffions  of  efteem  and  confidence  ; 
an  hearty  forgivenefs  replaces  the  offender 
in  the  fame  fituation  he  was  in  before  the  of- 
fence committed.  If  the  trefpafs  was  com- 
mitted by  one  friend  to  another,  acknow- 
ledgment and  reparation  on  the  one  part,  and 
forgivenefs  on  the  other,  fliould  entirely  make 
up  the  breach,  and  more  firmly  cement  the 
friendfliip  than  ever;  and  there  Ihould  be  no 
jealoufy  in  one  whether  the  acknowledgment 
was  fincere,  nor  in  the  other  whether  the 
forgivenefs  v/as  hearty  and  entire.  If  the  breach 
was  between  a  fiiperior  and  dependent,  the 
fuperior  fhould  continue  his  ufual  offices  of 
kindnefs,  and  be  ever  ready  to  lend  his  affifl- 
ance  as  though  there  had  been  no  offence ; 
and  the  dependent  replace  the  fame  confidence 
in  him',  and  pay  him  the  fame  obfervance  and 
fervice,  as  though  the  mutual  tie  had  never 
been  broken.  If  the  offence  was  between 
perfons  that  had  no  other  conne<flions  but 
the  common  ties  of  human  nature,  and  the 
mutual  engagements  of  bufinefs  ;  the  civilities 
and  confidence  arifing  from  fiich  conned:ions 
fhould  again  take  place,  and  no  remembrance  of 
former  injuries  and  dilpleafure  fliould  interrupt 
and  deflroy  them. 

I  have  been  fpeaking  under  all  thofe   parti- 
culars of  that  forgivenefs   which  is   the  effedi 
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of  real  or  profefled  repentance.  What  the  con- 
dud  of  Chriftians  liiould  be,  where  the  cafe 
is  different,  and  the  offender  not  returned  to 
his  duty,  will  be  fl^iewn  under  the  next  head. 
And  with  refped  to  the  cafe  before  us,  when 
the  offender  profefles  his  repentance,  there  is 
need  frequently  of  great  prudence  and  cau- 
tion in  the  management  of  ourfelves,  and  we 
are  to  take  care  that  we  do  not  fufier  credulity 
and  falfe  appearances  to  deceive  us,  as  well 
as  not  to  let  pafTion  and  refentment  govern 
us. 

There  are  fome  offences  of  that  nature, 
and  aggravated  with  fuch  circumftances,  as 
will  for  ever  cancel  all  future  confidence  and 
truil  ;  and  may  be  carried  on  with  that  art, 
fraud,  and  perfidy,  and  may  be  attended  with 
effeds  fo  prejudicial  to  our  honour,  peace, 
and  welfare ;  as  that  though  we  may  fo  far 
forgive  them,  as  not  to  revenge  ourfelves,  or 
profecute  him  that  doth  them  to  the  extre- 
mity of  deferved  punifhment  j  yet  it  may  be 
highly  imprudent  and  prejudicial  to  our  repu- 
tation, even  to  have  any  farther  concern  with 
them,  or  to  profefs  any  intimacy  or  frienddiip 
with  them.  Particular  friendfhips  are  matters 
of  choice  and  not  of  duty,  and  as  there  are 
very  good  reafons  that  may  keep  us  from  en- 
tering into  them,  with  many  perfons  that  may 
be  defirous  of  it,  fo  there  may  be  asjufbones 
for  breaking  them  off  with  thofe  with  whom 
we  formerly  contracSled  them.  And  as  'tis 
prudence  that  mufl  always  govern  us,  in  the 
choice  of  thofe  with  whom  we  are  to  tiaafa^ft 
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the  necefTary  affairs  of  life,  we  muft  judge  by 
that  prudence,  and  the  nature  of  the  injuries 
v/e  have  received  from  others,  hov^  far  we  can 
with  fafety  replace  the  ufual  confidence  in 
them ;  and  if  p-rudence  forbids  us  to  do  it, 
we  are  certainly  at  liberty  to  confult  our 
conveniency  and  intereft.  And  as  we  are  free 
in  things  of  aiere  favour,  the  withdrawing 
thofe  favours  from  fome,  and  making  others 
the  objet^ts  of  them,  muft  be  determined  by 
our  own  difcretion,  provided  it  be  not  the 
direction  dictated  by  incurable  refentment> 
anger  and  malice.  I  will  only  fay,  that  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  the  more  kind,  affectionate, 
and  generous  we  are  towards  thofe  we  profefs 
to  forgive,  we  {hew  in  proportion  the  fmce- 
rity  of  our  forgivenefs,  and  more  effedlually 
triumph  over  ourfelves  and  them  3  and  that 
one  would  oftentimes  chufe  to  do  the  mod 
good-natured  and  friendly  offices  to  thofe  who 
have  offended  us,  to  fecure  them  to  our  in- 
tereft by  principles  of  duty  and  ftronger  gra- 
titude, and  to  taile  that  peculiar  fatisfacStion 
and  plcafure  that  arifes,  and  that  can  arife 
from  no  other  fource  but  the  forgiving  fpi^ 
rit,  and  oijer coming  the  evil  of  others  with  our 
good. 

Prudefice  is  alfo  to  diredl  us,  as  to  the 
feofon  and  ///;;?,  and  in  what  meajures  and  de- 
g'i  ees  we  are  to  reftore  perfons  who  have  of- 
fended us,  to  our  affed:ion,  at  leaft  to  our 
ccnfidence  and  truft.  Could  we  difcern  the 
heat,  that  itfelf  would  be  an  infallible  di- 
rection;  and  if  we  faw  that  the  repentance 

was 
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was   fincere,  the  inftant  replacing  the  ofFender 
in  our  affedion  and  confidence  would   be  our 
duty.     But  as  this  doth  not  come  within    our 
cognizance,  prudence,  and    a   jafl:  regard  to 
our    welfare,     may  fometimes    diredl  us,    to 
make  the  proper  trial  of  the    fincerity    of  his 
i-epentancCj    and    wait  for    fome     fubftantial 
proofs  of  iti  to   remark  his  general  condud 
towards  others,    and    his  behaviour  towards 
ourfelves ;  efpecially  if  the  offence  hath  been 
great,  and  attended   with   any  peculiar  aggra-- 
vations*     LelTer  injuries   fhould  be   immedi-^ 
ately,  upon  acknowledgment,  entirely  cancel- 
led, and  caufe  no  dill ance  or  alteration  of  the 
friendly  conduft.     In  cafes  that  are  more  ex- 
traordinary, though  we  ought,  upon  the  pro- 
feffions  of  repentance,  entirely  to  forgive  ;  yet 
I  think  we  ought  to  be  fo  cautious  and  juft  to 
ourfelves,  as  on  many  occafions  to  ad:  by  fteps 
and  degrees,  and  gradually  to  reftore  the  of- 
fender to  our  full   favour;  that  v/e   may  not 
by  an  haily,  ill-placed  confidence,  put  it  into 
his    power   farther    to    injure    and  abufe    us, 
and  through  our  means  to  deceive  and  offend 
others.      And, 

Farther,  as  Chriflian  forgivenefs  is  thus  fin- 
cere  and  entire,  fo  'tis  unwearied,  and  triumphs 
over  niunerous  and  repeated  offences.      Thus  in 
my  text :   If  thy  brother  trefpafs   againfi  thee 
feven  times  in  a  day,  andjeven  times  in  a  day  turn 
again  to  thee,  faying  :     I  repent :    "Thou  fiait 
forgive  him.  InSt.M^Z/y^t'wourblefled  Saviour^ 
urges  this  in  a  ftronger   manner.     For  when 
Peter  came  to  him,  and  faid  :  Lord,  how  oft 
C  c  a  fiai^ 
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Jhall  my  brother  fin  againfi  me^  and  I  forgive 
him  ?   Until  feven  times,     fefus  J'aid  to  him  :  I 
fay  not  unto  thee,  only  until  Jev en  times,  but  un- 
til feventy  times  feven  ',  and  (liews  the  reafona- 
blenefs  of  this  precept  by  a  parable  that  carries 
in  it  the  nobleft  illuftration  of  the  duty,  and 
the  neceffity  of  complying   with  it,  in  which 
he  reprefents  a  certain  king  as  forgiving  one  of 
his  ferv ants  ten  thoufand  talents  ;  and  that  fer- 
vant  is  inexorable  to  his  fellow-fervant,  and 
throwing  him  into  gaol  for  not  being  able  to 
pay  him  a  poor  hundred  pence,  and   as   being 
punidied  by  his  Lord  for  his  relentlefs  cruelty, 
and  not   ihewing    to   another  the   mercy   he 
received  himfelf.     The  duty  indeed  of  always 
forgiving  upon  repentance  is  rational  in  itfelf, 
and  may  be  demonftrated  to  be  fo  by  the  moft 
certain  principles.     For    if  the    profeffion  of 
repentance  be   ever   a  reafon    for  forgivenefs,. 
'tis  always  fo ;  and  the  queftion  is    not,  How 
often    any  one    offends,    but   whether    he   is 
fenfible  of  his  ofience,.  and   profeiles  his   for- 
row  for  it.     If  that  be  in    any  cafe  a  proper 
motive  for  forgivenefs,  it  is,  when  alike  cir- 
cumftanced,  a  proper    motive  in   every    cafe. 
The  expreffion  oifeven  times,  o^ndi  fve?ity  times 
feven  is  evidently  proverbial,  and  puts  a  certain* 
number  of  times    for  an  uncertain.     And  the 
meaning  is,  that  repentance  always  intitles   to. 
forgivenefs,  how  numerous  and    repeated    fo- 
ever    mens    offences    may   be ;    and    that   'tis 
always   wrong    to    be   implacable  and  unfor- 
giving.    Eat  it  m.ay  be  faid,  that  when  mens 
Oiffences  become  fo  numerous,  they  are  a  for- 
feiture 
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feiture  of  forgivenefs :  But  if  this  holds  good 
as  to  thofe  who  have  offended  us,  it  holds 
good  ill  the  mouths  of  thofe  whom  we  have 
offended,  and  may  be  particularly  urged 
againft  us  by  Almighty  God,  whom  I  am 
afraid  we  have  all  offended  more  than  feventy 
times  feven,  and  that  the  trefpaffes  of  our 
neighbour  againfl  us  will  be  in  proportion  to 
ours  againfl  God,  but  as  one  hundred  pence  to 
a  thoufand  talents ;  and  therefore  let  us  not 
prejudice  ourfelves  againll  a  plain  duty  by 
an  argument,  which  if  alledged  againil  us, 
will  for  ever  exclude  us  from  the  forgivenefs 
of  God. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  that  to  fin^S  often,  fhews 
thzinjincerity  of  the  repentance  profeffed,  and 
therefore  is    a   forfeiture  of   the  forgivenefs. 
But  remember,  that  the  laji  profefHon  of  re- 
pentance  may  be  fmcere^  and  that  it  is  better 
to  forgive   feventy- fix  times    u'here  the    pro- 
feflion  of  repentance  hath  not  been   genuine, 
than  not  to  forgive  the  feventy-feventh  time, 
if    the     acknowledgment    that    once   fliould 
happen  to  be  honed;  and  fincere.     Not  to  add, 
that  this  is  a  way  of  reafoning,  that  I  fuppofe 
no  man    would    willingly  have  applied  to  his 
own  cafe,  or  urged  againfl  him  at  an  higher 
tribunal  than  any  human,  and  therefore  fliould 
not  be   brought  by  any  one    as   an  exception 
to  a  plain,  rational,  and  important  duty.    Men 
may  be  very   lincere    in   their   repentance  for 
their    faults ;   and    yet  through  weaknefs  and 
infirmity,    through  want    of  knowledge  and 
due    attention   may    afterwards    fall  into  the 
C  c  3  fame. 
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fame,  or  others,  that  may  need  much  in- 
dulgence and  forbearance.  And  when  they 
are  not  committed  with  propenfe  malice, 
rancour  of  heart,  and  a  real  defign  to  aggrieve 
and  offend;  but  through  the  mere  imper- 
fecflion  of  human  nature;  as  all  fuch  offences 
are  in  fome  rerpe(^ts  involuntary,  fo  how  often 
foever  they  are  repeated,  they  are  to  be  as 
often  overlooked  upon  the  proper  fubmifhon, 
and  forgiven  in  confequence  of  a  profeffed 
repentance.  Revelation  carries  us  up  feventy 
times Jeven,  and  true  reajon  teaches  us,  that 
the  exercifv?  of  all  the  humane  benevolent  af- 
fections is  at  all  feafons  proper,  and  ever  at- 
tended with  the  moft  grateful  and  fenfible 
fatisfadion.     But 

7.  Laftly,  if  the  offender  continue  infenfihk 
of  his  fault,  ox  too  proud  and  ebjiinate  to  ac- 
knowledge and  amend  it ;  and  by  thus  re- 
fufing  to  do  juftlce  to  thofe  he  hath  injured, 
declares  himfelf  an  enemy  \  what  is  tlie  rule 
of  reafon  and  revelation  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  What, 
that  we  (hould  forgive  him  ?  That  is  no  where 
commanded  us ;  nor  doth  it  appear  reafonable 
sn  itfelf  at  all  times,  or  pradicabie  in  all  cir- 
cumftances,  in  that  extenfive  fenfe  in  v»'hich 
I  have  explained  forgivenefs;  and  efpecially 
as  it  implies  a  refforation  to  confidence  and 
truff,  which  it  is  impoffible  for  any  one  to  do 
in  a  declared  and  profeffed  enemy.  Our  Sa- 
viour hath  wifely  determined  our  condudl  in 
this  refpedl.  Let  him  be  to  thee  as  an  heathen 
man  or  a  publican  ;  which  words  are  to  be 
toniidercd  not  as  a  precept ,  but  a  permijjion  \ 

"'  for 
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for   we   may  certainly  do   more  for  an  enemy 
than  he  dcferves ;   and   oar  bleiK^d  Lord   doth 
not   difcountenance  the  freefl  exercife  of  the 
moft    generous    benevolence.      However,     he 
rightly  permits  us  no  longer  to  consider  him  as 
a  friend  and  a  brother,  but  to  treat  him  as  one 
that  hath  forfeited  his  claim  to  both.  Let  him 
be  to  thee,  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican, 
i.  e.  Break  off  all  intimacy  and  friendihij3  with 
him,  have  as  few  concerns  to  manage  with  him 
as  you  can,  beware  of  him,  and  (h\in  him  as 
an  unjuft  perfon,  and  whenever  it  is  neceflary, 
and  can  be  done   with   fafety,    caution  others 
againfl  him,  that  they  may  not  be  deceived 
and   injured  by  him.     Thus  the  Jews  treated 
heathens  and  publicans.     They   did   not  confi- 
der  them  as  neighbours  and  brethren,  nor  ac- 
knowledge them  as  members  of  the  fame  reli- 
gious   fociety,    nor  look  upon  themfelves   as 
obliged  to  do  the  fame  kind  and  friendly  fer- 
vices   for  them  as  for  others,  nor   to  cultivate 
the  fime  intimacy  with  and  affecftion  for  them, 
nor  to  give  them  the  fame  marks  and  proofs  of 
their  confidence  and  efteem. 

But  neverthelefs  publicans  2.ndjinners  were 
7nen,  though  oftentimes  bad  men,  and  there 
was  a  duty  to  them ;  and  though  there  was  no 
obhgation  to  confider  them  as  intimates  and 
friends,  the  obligation  remained  in  full  force 
to  conlider  and  treat  them  as  men,  and  by 
confequence  not  to  dived  ourfelv^es  of  humanity 
towards  them,  not  to  fet  them  as  objects  of 
an  incurable  hatred,  and  purfue  them  with 
C  c  4  an 
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an  unrelenting  fpite  and  bltternefs  tind  malice. 
In  like  manner  an  offender  that  is  intradable, 
that  will  not  yield  to  reafon,  nor  bend  to  per- 
fuafion,  is  a  man,  though  an  enemy;  and 
though  he  forfeits  the  regard  due  to  a  brother^ 
by  no  means  forfeits  that  which  is  due  to  hu- 
man nature^  and  which  arifes  out  of  the  com- 
mon ties  that  fublift  between,  and  unite  the 
whole  human  fpecies.  And  accordingly  our 
bkfTed  Saviour  prefcribes  thofe  duties  towards 
him,  which  are  reafonable  in  themfelves,  and 
perfedlly  confiftent  with  the  treating  him  in 
other  refpedis  as  an  heathen  and  publican. 
Particularly 

He  commands  us  to  love  our  enemies  '\.  I 
fay  unto  you  love  your  enemies.  Not  furely  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  in  the  fame  degree  as 
we  love  juft  and  good  men,  as  we  love  our 
benefa(flors,  and  cherifli  towards  our  brethren 
and  intimates.  But  love  him,  as  that  ftands 
oppofed  to  malice  and  hatred,  to  ill-will  and 
a  fleady  refolution  to  purfue  him  to  his  de- 
flrudion,  and  to  the  endeavour  to  recom- 
penfe  evil  for  evil.  Love  him  fo,  as  to  main- 
tain a  readinefs  to  perform  every  neceffary 
duty  towards  him,  and  as  {hall  excite  us  to 
do  every  kind  office  for  him,  that  may  be  fit 
for  us  to  do,  and  that  he  can  have  any  right 
to  demand  from  us.  'Tis  evident  our  bleffed 
Lord  by  putting  him,  and  allowing  us  to  put 
him  in  the  rank  of  publicans  and  linners, 
commands  us   to   m.aintain  fuch  a   love   and 

t  Matt.  V.  44. 
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afFedion  for  him,  as  ought  to  fubfift  between 
the  whole  fpecies,  which  is  Jincere,  though 
not  equally  warm  and  fervent  as  what  parti- 
culars have  a  right  to  claim,  where  the  rela- 
tion is  more  near,  and  the  obligation  more 
peculiar. 

And  in  confequence  of  this  love,  we  arc 
to  fray  for  our  enemies^  even  for  the  mofl  ini- 
quitous and  injurious  of  them.  Pray  for  them 
•which  dej pit ef idly  ife  yoUy  and  perfecute  you  J. 
We  are  to  pray  for  them  that  God  would  recover 
them  to  a  better  mind  and  condud:,  reclaim 
them  from  their  fin,  and  forgive  them  the  in- 
juries they  have  done  us,  and  vouchfafe  them 
every  bleffing  that  may  be  neceffary  for  their 
happinefs.  If  they  curfe  us  and  wifh  us  ill,  that 
is  their  fin  and  their  fault ;  and  we  muft  not 
imitate  their  fin,  and  revenge  ourfelves  by  curf- 
ing  and  imprecating  the  judgments  of  God  on 
their  heads  ||.  Blefs  and  curfe  not,  is  our  rule. 
Blefs  them  which  perfecute  you,  blefs  and  curfe 
not  -^  'y  not  rendering  evil  for  evil,  or  railing 
for  railing,  hut  rather  bleffing  ;  for  hereunto  are 
we  called,  that  we  fiould  inherit  a  blefjing  §. 
And  more  than  this  : 

We  are  not  only  to  blefs  them,  as  that  im- 
plies the  praying  for  them  that  God  would 
blefs  them,  but  to  do  them  a^ually  good,  in  all 
inftances  v/here  prudence  and  felf- defence 
will  permit  and  allow  us  to  do  it.  Do  good  to 
them  that  hate  you  *  ;  cfpecially  in  all  fuch  in- 
ilances  as   are  neceffary   to   their  piefervation 

t  Mat.  V.  44.  Ij  Ibid,  f  Rom,  xii.  14.  %  i  Pet.  iii.  9. 
•  Luke  vi.  27. 
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and  fafety.  There  was  an  hoftile,  incurable 
enmity  that  fubfiiled  between  the  Jews  and 
Samaritans.  But  our  bleffed  Saviour  abfo- 
lutely  difapproved  it,  and  ihews  by  the  pa- 
rable of  the  Samaritan  -f-,  that  no  differences, 
nor  perfonal  animofities,  nor  national  preju- 
dices and  enmities,  (hould  be  allowed  to  ope- 
rate {o  ftrongly,  as  to  caufe  us  to  deny  our 
friendly  affiftance  to  any  kind  of  perfons  in 
extream  danger  -,  but  that  we  fhould  readily 
run  to  their  affiftance,  and  afford  them  all  the 
help  we  can  for  their  recovery  and  fafety. 
And  agreeable  to  this  rule  St.  Faul  advifes  ;j:  : 
Jj  thine  efiemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  he  thirj}, 
give  him  drink.  Relieve  him  under  his  prefTmg 
neceffities  ;  for  info  doiiig,  thou JJj alt  heap  coals 
of  fire  on  his  head-,  either  melt  him  c^own  by 
thy  goodnefs  into  repentance  and  a  better 
difpofition,  or  by  thine  abundant  kinduefs,  if 
he  remains  incurable  in  his  enmity,  expofe 
him  to  the  feverefl:  punifliment  from  God. 
The  former  fecms  to  be  rather  the  meaning 
of  the  Apoftle  :  Thou  flialt  burn  up  and  de- 
flroy  all  the  feeds  of  enmity  in  his  breaft, 
by  thus  heaping  benefits,  like  coals  of  fire,  on 
his  head  ;  becaufe  he  immediately  adds  :  Be 
not  overcome  of  evil y  but  overcome  evil  with  good ^ 
And  laftly, 

We  are  to  maintain  a  conflant  difpofition  to 
forgive  and  receive  him  to  our  favour,  and  to 
'^ encourage  every  good  difpofition  in  him  to  re- 
turn to  his  duty.     When  the  gQodfatherfaw 

t  Luke  X.  30,  &c.  :|:  Rom  xii.  20. 
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t/je  prodigal fon  a  great  ivay  off,  he  'r  - 
braced  hira,  to  {hew  us  ti--/ 
offender,  and  readily  enter  iull'  any  rca;oiiaL.;. 
terms  of  accommodation  ;  and  even  in  many 
inftances  to  abate  of  the  rigour  and  flri^lt  iuf-» 
tice  of  our  demands  fort  he  fake  of  peace^  and 
not  to  infxfb  on  the  uttermofl  farthing.  This 
our  Lord  fhews  the  neceffity  of  in  the  pai  ai^ie^ 
v/here  the  king  forgave  the  fervant  the  itn 
thoiifand  talents,  and  afterwards  feverely 
puni/hed  him  for  throwing  his  fellow- fervant 
into  prifon,  'till  he  fhould  pay  the  whole  debt 
that  he  owed  him  ;  to  fignify  to  us,  how  un- 
natural in  itfelf  and  how  difpleaiing  to  God,  the 
rigorous,  exading,  relentlefs  difpofition  is ; 
and  how  in  all  cafes  of  offence,  mercy  muft 
temper  juftice,  and  even  our  righteous  demands 
be  mitigated  by  mercy  and  goodnefs.  And  as 
this  is  reafonable  in  its  own  nature,  fo  'tis  en- 
forced by  many  peculiar  motives  in  the  gofpel 
revelation.     I  can  now  only  add  : 

How  amiable  is  that  difpofition  and  fpirit 
which  is  recommended  by  the  religion  and 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  We  are  all  in  xh^firji  place 
engaged  to  the  utmoft  care  not  to  offend  our 
brother,  or  in  any  inflance  whatfoever  to  ag- 
grieve or  injure  him.  But  as  'tis  fcarce  pof- 
fible  that  all  offences  can  be  avoided,  the  of- 
fender is  required  inftantly  to  make  the  proper 
acknowledgment,  and  compe?fate  as  far  as  he 
can  the  injuries  he  hath  done  ;  and  the  offended 
perfon  immediately  to  fofgive  Imn,  and  that 
^rom  the  heart.     If  men  that  do  ill  will  avow 
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and  perfifl  in  it,  and  continue  in  a  flate  of  en- 
mity towards  us,  how  kindly  are  we  guarded 
againft  entering  into  the  fame  fpirit,  and  fuffer- 
ing  their  follies  to  prove  to  us  an  occafion  of 
our  fin.  For  if  my  enemy  fins  againft  God  by 
cherifhing  an  implacable  enmity  againft  me,  I 
am  guilty  of  an  equal  fin  in  fuffering  as  incur- 
able an  hatred  in  my  own  breaft  towards  him. 
His  ht'mgjirjl  in  the  crime^is  no  reafon  for  my 
following  him,  and  is  no  excufe  for  me  that  I 
am  become  a  fecond  in  it.  Chriftianity  doth 
indeed  allow  us  to  treat  men  as  they  are,  and 
put  a  difference  between  them,  according  to 
their  different  difpofitions  and  charadlers,  and 
doth  not  oblige  us  to  the  fame  warmth  of  af- 
fe<51:ion,  and  the  fame  kind  expreffions  of  love 
towards  friends  and  enemies.  But  its  great 
defign  is  to  teach  us  the  rules  of  reafon  and  pru- 
dence and  equity,  in  all  the  various  circum- 
fiances  of  our  being ;  and  it  offers  us  the  mod 
powerful  motives  to  fubdue  all  thofe  irregular, 
immoderate,  blind,  and  headftrong  pafiions, 
that  never  prevail,  without  leading  men 
into  great  errors  and  irregularities  -,  and 
wholly  to  extirpate  all  thofe  fenfual,  fierce, 
brutal,  and  diabolical  affections,  which  ar- 
gue the  utmoft  perverfion  of  human  nature, 
lead  men  into  the  moft  deftrudtive  courfes, 
and  are  the  abhorrence  of  God  and  all  good 
men.  And  by  extirpating  thefe  out  of  the 
mind,  it  opens  the  door  for  the  entrance  of 
all  humane,  kind,  benevolent,  focial,  godlike 
affections,  and  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  mo- 
derate. 
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derate,  calm,  gentle,  peaceful  paffions,  that  are 
pleafing  to  God,  produdive  of  a  thoufand 
good  fruits  wherever  they  prevail,  and  amply 
reward,  by  innumerable  pleafures,  the  mind 
which  cultivates  them  ;  preferves  it  free  from 
inward  tempefts  and  ftorms,  from  being  ruf- 
fled and  agitated  by  external  accidents,  from 
lx)fing  the  pofleffion  of  itfelf  by  the  indifcre- 
tions,  follies,  and  ill  conduct  of  others,  and 
from  forfeiting  its  own  happinefs  to  gratify 
the  ill  will  and  malicious  endeavours  of  thofe 
v/ho  hate  us.  Religion  is  the  art,  and  con- 
tains the  true  fecret  of  being  happy  oiirfehesy 
and  rendering  happy  all  thofe  about  us  y  and 
wherefoever  the  true  principles  and  fpirit  of 
it  prevail,  extirpates  all  the  feeds  of  mifery, 
and  implants  and  cultivates  all  the  fubftantial 
caufes  of  the  moft  rational  felicity  ;  as  it  fills 
the  mind  with  all  thofe  difpofitions  that  are 
the  on^ly  fources  of  true  enjoyment,  and  ex- 
cites to  the  pradice  of  all  thofe  virtues  that 
are  commendable  in  the  fight  of  God  and 
man ;  and  thus  renders  him  a  bleffing  to 
himfelf,  and  makes  his  life  a  very  valuable 
bleffing  to  all  around  him.  And  though 
I  hope  this  dodtrine  of  the  forgivenefs  of 
injuries  and  the  doing  good  for  evil,  and  the 
loving  our  enemies,  doth  not  immediately 
fuit  the  cafe  of  many,  of  moil:  of  you,  and 
that  you  have  no  animofities  and  enmities 
fubfifting  between  you  and  others,  yet  let- 
not  even  fuch  think  the  fubjed:  is  unprofit- 
able. The  great  moral  that  all  of  us  fliould 
learn   from   it  is,  that  we   (liould  endeavour 

afte^ 
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after  the  mofl  inoifenfive  behaviour,  labour 
to  correal  any  irregularity  of  temper,  to  keep 
a  perpetual  reftraint  upon  all  our  paffions, 
and  to  clothe  ourjelves  with  that  humility  and 
meeknefs,  and  to  put  on  that  benevolent 
fpirit,  that  kind,  generous,  patient,  forgiving 
difpofition,  that  (liall  at  leafl  fecure  us  our 
peace,  and  efFeclually  preferve  us  from  in- 
terrupting the  peace  of  others.  Heaven  is  a 
ftate  where  the  angry  paffions  have  no  place, 
and  malice,  hatred  and  revenge  obtain  only 
amongft  the  out-cajis  of  Heaven  and  Glory. 
Let  us  not  wear  thofe  genuine  marks  of 
reprobatfon,  nor  indulge  thofe  criminal  af- 
fecftions  which  are  natural  caufes  of  the 
mofl:  fubfcantial  mifery.  But  as  God  is  love^ 
let  us  walk  in  love,  and  follow  the  example 
of  him  who  loved  us  and  gave  himfelffor  us  j 
who  loved  us  when  we  were  ene^nies,  and 
died  for  us  that  he  might  reconcile  us  to 
God.  If  the  fame  fpirit  dwell  in  us  that 
did  in  him,  the  fpirit  of  benevolence  and 
love,  he  will  own  us  as  his  genuine  difciples, 
and  give  us  hereafter  an  abundant  entrance  into 
that  happy  world  that  hath  no  variance  tc 
diilurb  the  peace  of  it,  but  where  all  the 
inhabitants  are  for  ever  united  by  the  bonds 
of  an  inviolable  affediion  and  love. 


S  E  Fv 
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SERMON    XIX. 

The  Scripture  Dodlrine  of  Repentance* 

Matt,   ix,  13. 

/  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous^  but  Jinners 
to  repentance. 


"^HESE  are  the  words  of  our  blefled 
Lord,  in  vindication  of  himfelf,  for 
keeping  company  and  converfing  with  publi- 
cans and  finners.  The  Pharifees  faw  this, 
and  were  grievoufly  offended  at  it,  and  faid 
to  his  difciples,  why  eateth  your  majier  with 
publicafis  and  Jinners  *  ?  To  this  our  Lord  an- 
fwers :  They  that  are  whole  fieed  not  a  phyfician 
but  they  that  are  ill.  Their  being  finners  is 
^he  very  reafon  of  my  converling  with  them. 
They  need  my  help,  and  are  objedts  of  com- 
paffion.  Go  ye  and  learn  what  that  means  : 
Learn  the  true  fenle  of  that  paffage  of  fcrip- 
ture,  and  then  blame  me  if  you  can.  I  will 
have  mercy  and  not  facrijice.  i.  e.  When  thefe 
two  interfere,  and  facrifice  cannot  be  offered 
without   omitting  the  exercife   of  mercy,    I 

*  Ven  II. 
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then  command  the  exercife  of  mercy  to  be 
preferred,  and  facrifice  to  be  omitted  for  the 
fake  of  it.  And  the  application  of  this  paf* 
fage  is.  I  allow  that  familiarly  to  converfe 
with  notorious  finners,  as  intimates  and  friends, 
is  not  becoming  the  charader  of  a  great  and 
good  man,  and  that  fuch  converfe  with  them 
is  generally  to  be  avoided  j  but  that  however 
there  are  cafes,  in  which  this  general  rule  of 
prudence  muft  give  way,  and  that  the  con- 
verling  with  bad  men  is  not  to  be  fo  univer- 
fally  refufed,  as  to  omit  any  fair  opportunities 
of  doing  them  good.  To  recover  them  from 
their  vice's,  and  to  bring  them  to  a  better  fpirit 
and  life,  is  a  work  of  great  mercy  and  good- 
nefs,  always  right  in  itfelf,  and  acceptable  to 
God ;  and  therefore,  though  converfe  with 
notorious  linners  be  not  eligible  in  itfelf,  and 
not  generally  to  be  indulged ;  yet  it  is  lawful 
in  itielf,  and  what  God  will  approve,  to  em- 
brace every  opportunity  of  converfe  with  them, 
by  which  their  repentance  and  reformation 
may  be  promoted  and  effeded.  And  this 
was  the  more  fit  and  proper  in  our  bleifed 
Lord,  one  principal  part  of  whofe  office  and 
duty  it  was,  as  he  expreifes  it  in  my  text, 
to  call  not  the  righteous^  but  finners  tor  epentance. 
For  lam  not  come  to  calltherighteous,  hut  finners 
to  repentance.  In  fpeaking  to  which  words  I 
fhall  confider, 

I.  The  nature  of  repentance^  as  reprefented 
in  fcripture. 

II.  Who  are  the  perfons  to  whom  the  fcrip- 
ture call  of  repentance  is  direded. 

I.  I  am 
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I.  I  am  toconfider  \k\t  nature  of  repent  ance^ 
as  rcprefented  to  us  in  the  faered  writings.  I 
4iave  from  another  fubje(5t  mentioned  to  you, 
that  the  original  word  rendered  in  the  New 
Teflament  repentance, {v^m^^^  2Ln after  thought, 
or  the  change  of  the  inward  fenfe  and  ftate  of 
the  mind.  And  becaufe  this  alteration  of  the 
mind  naturally  produces  a  correfpondent  altera- 
tion and  change  of  aSlions,  hence  alfo  the  gof- 
pel  repentance  includes  in  it  a  fuitable  change 
of  the  behaviour  and  life. 

1.  Repentance,  according  to  the  fcripture 
account  of  it,  and  the  primary  fenfe  of  the 
word,  denotes  iYiQ  inward  change  of  the  fiate 
and  temper  of  the  mind.  The  original  word  is 
iifed  in  this  fertfe  by  profane  writers,  as  well 
as  in  the  New  Teftament,  and  the  gofpel  re- 
pentance neceilarily  implies  this,  as  an  effen- 
tial  part  of  it.  Repent,  faith  God  by  the 
prophet  to  the  fews  *,  make  ye  a  new  heart 
and  a  new  fpirit,  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe 
of  Ifrael.  And  every  exhortation  to  repentance 
throughout  the  whole  faered  writings,  im- 
plies the  univerfal  change  of  the  man  in. 
his  whole  moral  ftate  and  character,  as  well 
in  all  the  internal  principles  and  motives  of 
adtioii,  as  in  the  habitual  courfe  of  the  actions 
themfelves. 

Repentance,  as  will  be  fhewn  you,  is  the 
proper  duty  of  fmners,  of  men  whofe  hearts 
have  been  fet  within  them  to  do  evil,  and  v>'ho 
have  been  guilty  of  thofe  prefumptuous    fins 

*  Ezek.  xviii.  30,  3.1. 
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that  are  inconfiftent  with  the  favour  of  God, 
and  expofe  them  to  the  jiifl:  efFedts  of  his  dif- 
pleafure.  And  as  all  fuch  kind  of  fins  pro- 
ceed from  a  bad  difpolition  and  habit  of  mind, 
repentance  begins,  and  the  foundation  of  it  is 
laid  in  the  change  of  this  -,  or  in  the  prophet's 
language,  in  making  us  a  new  heart,  and  a  new 
Jpirit ',  not  in  the  literal,  but  moral  fenfe  of 
the  expreffion.  As  no  man  can  change  his 
ilefhy  heart,  lb  neither  can  he  the  powers  and 
faculties  of  his  mind  and  fpirit.  Thefe  remain 
the  fame  after  repentance  as  before.  But  he 
can  change  the  bias  and  tendency,  the  tem- 
per and  Hate  of  his  paffions,  the  nature  of  his 
habits,  his  tafte  and  relifh  of  things,  his  prin- 
ciples and  motives  of  condud:,  his  convid:ions 
and  fentiments,  his  judgment  of  the  nature 
and  confequences  of  his  own  adions,  fo  that 
in  all  thefe  things,  he  fliall  become  quite  a 
new  perfon,  and  as  different  from  his  former 
felf  as  though  he  had  undergone  a  new  crea- 
tion, and  was  thereby  formed  into  quite  ano- 
ther perfon  than  he  was  before ;  which  is  what 
the  Apoftle  calls  putting  off  the  old  man  which 
is  corrupt,  according  to  deceitful  lujis  %,  or  that 
former  moral  difpofition  and  charader  rendered 
corrupt  and  vicious  by  the  evil  lufts  and  paffions 
that  formed  it ;  and  on  the  contrary,  being 
renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mifjd*,  and  putting 
on  that  new  man,  that  new  habit  and  charac- 
ter, which  after  God  is  created  in  right eoifnefs 
and  true  holiiiefs  '\. 

X  Eph.iv.  22.        •  Ver.  23.        t  Ver.  24. 

And 
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And  indeed  no  man  is  more  changed  or  dif- 
ferent from  himfelf,  than  an  habitual Jinner  be- 
come a  real  2iXidL  Jincere  penitent.  For  the  alte- 
ration in  his  inward  difpofition  and  ftate  is  in- 
deed univerfal,  and  reaches  to  all  the  powers 
and  paffions  that  are  within  him.  View  him 
antecedent  to  his  repentance. 

You  will  find  him  either  in  a  ftate  of  mi- 
ferable  ignorance^  or  under  the  poiTeffion  of 
extreamly  falje  and  corrupt  principles,  or  elfe 
holding  the  truth  in  unrightcoufnefs,  by  wilfully 
oppofing  the  beft  principles  he  believes.  But 
if  his  repentance  be  fincere,  and  the  change  of 
his  mind  implied  in  it  be  real  and  univerfal, 
he  hath  difcarded  the  corrupt  principles  he 
formerly  embraced,  according  to  our  Lord's 
advice  to  the  church  of  Pergamos  :  Thou  haji 
them  that  hold  the  doSlrine  of  the  Nicolaitans, 
which  thingi hate^.  Repent,  reje6l  thefe  falfe 
and  corrupt  dodlrines,  and  purge  them  wholly 
out  of  the  midft  of  thee.  Inftead  of  thefe, 
they  are  brought  to  the  knowledge  and  belief 
of  the  great  dodrines  of  godlinefs,  or  in  St. 
Paul's,  language,  God  hath  given  them  repent- 
ance to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth -^j  fo 
changed  them  from  their  former  ignorance,  or 
from  their  corrupt  prejudices  and  errors,  as  to 
embrace  the  pure  and  heavenly  dodrines  of 
Chriftianity. 

If  the  motives  that  govern  and  influence  his 
condud  as  a  finner  be  confidered,  thev  will 
be  found  extreamly  criminal  and  unworthy,  or 

*  Rev.  ii.  15,  16.  t  2Tim.iI.  25. 
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mean  and  lo^w,  and  unfuitable  to  the  dignity 
of  his  rational  nature,  and  to  that  eternal 
duration,  fcr  which  the  great  author  of  his 
being  hath  intended  him  ;  fuch  as  the  in- 
dulging his  pafTions,  and  gratifying  his  fenfual 
inclinations,  fome  objed:  merely  external, 
and  that  is  relative  to  the  body,  and  the  in- 
terefts  only  of  the  prefent  life.  But  if  his 
mind  be  changed  as  a  true  penitent's  is,  he 
lives  by  iht  poivers  of  religion  and  the  life  to 
comc^  by  principle,  confcience,  fenfe  of  duty, 
regard  to  the  infpedion,  and  hope  of  the  ac- 
ceptance qf  God. 

Kow  great  is  the  difference  in  his  approba- 
tions and  averfons  ?  As  an  habitual  finner 
againft  God,  the  pleafures  of  fm  were  the 
mofl  grateful,  and  his  chief  delight  confifted 
in  making  provilion  for  the  fiefli,  to  gratify 
the  lufts  thereof.  The  reflraints  of  religion 
were  his  averfion,  and  all  exercifes  of  a  fpi- 
ritual  nature  tedious  and  burthenfome.  As 
changed  by  repentance,  thefe  pleafures  of  fin 
are  his  abhorrence,  and  he  hates  every  thing 
that  corrupts  his  mind,  difaffeds  him  to  his 
duty,  is  incohfiftent  with  his  obligations,  and 
that  tends  to  indifpofe  him  for  rational  hap- 
pinefs.  The  good  and  acceptable  and perfetl  'will 
of  God  he  approves  in  all  its  requirements  and 
Icirgeli  extent;  conformity  to  him  he  looks  on 
as  the  highefl  dignity  of  his  nature  j  he  hath 
the  m.ofi;  pleafmg  relijh  of  the  facred  exercifes 
of  piety  and  devotion,  and  is  then  mioft  fatisfied 
with  himfelf,  when  he  hath  difcharged  a  good 
coi'Jcience  towards  God,  and  hath  been   moPc 

ferioufly 


Serm .19.  Scripture  BoSfrhie  of  Repentance.  405 
ferioufly  employed  in  obeying  his  will,  and 
fecuring  his  favour. 

How  different  is    the  judgment .  he  paileth 
upon  himfelfy  the  ncitiire  and  c onj'e queue es  oi  bis 
anions,  his  projefts  and  purfuits,  his /^.V^  and 
condition  in  virtue  of  tbis    inward  change  of 
mind  that  true  repentance  impUes  ?   Prejudiced 
by  falfe  opinions,  viewing  things   in   the    bad 
light  in  which  bis  paffions  reprefent  them,  and 
Winded   through    partiality  and    fclf-love,  he 
concludes    his   vices    are  harmlefs,    promiics 
himfelf  fafety  and  impunity  in  indulging  them, 
looks  upon  good  or  evil   only  as  it  aftcds  the 
prelent  life,  and  on  future  dillant  and  invifible 
objcds  as   comparatively  uncertain,    and    not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with,  or  preferred  to 
things  fenfible  and  prefent.     The  dodrines  of 
religion  appear  to  him  at  beft  doubtful,  the 
reftraints  of  it  grievous,  the  duties  of  it  bur- 
thenfome,  and  the  rewards  of  it  altogether  un- 
certain.    And  therefore  he  determines  within 
himfelf  to  purfue  the  advantages  of  the  prefent 
life,  and  the  enjoyments  of  fen fe,  as  the  great 
bufinefs  that  deferves    his  care,  and  the  only 
fources  of  certainty  and  im.portance,  that  v^iU 
fupply  his  happinefs,  and  reward  his  labours. 
But  in  how  different  a   light  doth    he    difcern 
things,  how  contrary  the  judgment  he  paffes 
on  them,  when  he  hath  this  ne-w  heart  and  new 
fpirit,  that  is  included  in  repentance.      When 
once  his   prejudices    are   removed,  and  things 
appear  to  him  in  their  proper  nature,  and  ge- 
nuine  colours,  when   every    deception  is    re- 
moved, and  every  falfe    reprefentation  clearly 
'  D  d  3  ^eeii 
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feen  through,  his  vices  [appear  to  him  odious 
and  deteftable,  cloathed  with  fubftantial  guilt, 
infinitely  dangerous  in  their  confequences, 
and  as  leading  him  to  and  preparing  for  the 
mod  aggravated  deftristftion.  When  he  con- 
fiders  them  as  immediate  offences  againft  the 
authority,  government,  and  will  of  God,  as 
forbidden  by  his  law,  as  contrary  to  his  redli- 
tude,  and  as  fubverfive  of  that  order  and  peace 
which  he  would  have  eftablifhed  and  preferved 
in  the  world ;  he  hath  then  the  (Irongeft 
conviction  of  the  exceeding  linfulnefs  of  fin, 
and  of  its  being  the  great  evil,  which  is  of 
all  others 'the  moft  offenfive  and  difpleafing 
to  the  fupreme  Lord  and  governor  of  the 
world,  and  which  the  perfe(ftion  of  his  nature, 
and  charadter,  as  the  righteous  ruler  of  the 
rational  creation,  renders  an  objedl  worthy  of 
his  abhorrence  and  punifhment.  When  he 
ferioufly  refleds  on  the  immediate  effed;s  it 
hath  on  himfelf,  in  debafing  his  nature,  cor- 
rupting the  ftate  of  his  mind,  difordesing  and 
perverting  his  affeflions,  introducing  criminal 
habits,  enflaving  him  to  mean  and  miichievous 
paffions,  rendering  him  incapable  of  the  beft 
fitisfatftions,  the  wifell:  actions,  and  the  wor- 
thieil  purfuits  of  life,  alienating  him  from 
God,  rendering  him  averfe  to  converfe  with 
him,  and  unfit  for  the  happinefs  of  enjoying 
him;  when  he  confid^rs  it  as  a  refufal  of  his 
grace,  a  contempt  of  his  falvation,  a  grieving 
of  his  Spirit,  and  an  oppofition  to  the  calls  of 
his  mercy,  and  all  the  powerful  motives  and 
perfuafives  of  his  goodnefs  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

His 
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His  judgment  ftands  fully  convinced  in  this 
view  of  things,  that  fin  is  the  great  compre- 
hcnlive  evil,  and  includes  in  it  every  thing 
that  is  bafe  and  vile,  and  that  is  mifchievous 
and  deftruclive  to  human  nature,  and  to  all 
the  beft  and  deareft  interefts  of  it.  And  in 
confequence  of  this,  how  fevere  is  the  cen- 
fure  he  pafl'eth  on  his  former  a(^Vions  and 
CGurfe  of  life  ?  When  he  calls  himfelf  to  the 
tribunal  of  his  own  confcience,  and  fufFers 
this  inward  principle  to  award  the  proper  fen- 
tence,  how  readily  doth  he  condemn  himfelf 
for  his  difobedience,  ingratitude,  and  irre- 
verence to  God  ?  For  want  of  affecftion  to, 
for  contempt  of,  and  unthankfulnefs  to  his 
Lord  and  Saviour  ? .  For  obftinacy  and  perverfe- 
nefs,  for  ftupidity  and  prefumption  in  his 
former  courfe  of  life  ?  For  the  negled:  of  his 
beft  intereft,  and  facrificing  the  peace  and 
pleafures  of  a  good  confcience  for  pleafures 
that  periJJj  in  the  vfmg  -,  and  bartering  away  all 
the  fair  profpedls  of  the  eternal  world  for 
a  mere  empty  fhadow  of  good,  and  enjoyments 
not  only  tranfitory,  but  criminal  and  deftruc- 
tive.  And  in  confequence  of  this  fenfj;  of 
things,  the  judgment  he  pafTes  on  his  own 
*  condition,  as  an  unreclaimed  imoenitent  linner 
is,  that  he  is  thus  far  ruined  and  undone,  an 
objedl  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  and  expofed 
to  all  thofe  threatnings  and  punifliments  that 
are  uttered  againil  and  referved  for  all  the 
unrighteous  and  ungodly  in  a  future  world. 
And  now  the  principles,  the  temper,  the  life 
of  religion,  all  appear  to  him  rational,  defir- 
D  d  4.  able 
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able,  and  of  all  other  things  truly  prudential. 
An  awakened  confcience,  an  altered  judgment, 
give' reality  and  importance  to  future  invilible 
objecls-  The  practice  and  behaviour  of  the 
good  man  appears  wife  and  fafe.  TJie  re- 
ftraints  to  which  he  voluntarily  fubjefls  hinir- 
felf,  all  rational,  and  conducive  to  his  true 
intereft.  His  views  only  worthy  to  be  entered 
into,  his  purfuits  to  be  imitated  and  followed, 
bis  pleafures  only  worthy,  fubftantial  and  per- 
manent, his  ftate  only  defirable  and  fafe,  and 
his  end  alone  unqueuionably  happy. 

From  this,  great  and  univerfa)  alteration  of 
judgment^  what  mufl  be  the  workings  of  his 
own  heart  and  (iff'cBmis  within  him  ?  'Tis  im- 
poliible  his  fentiments  can  be  thus  entirely 
altered,  and  that  he  can  view  himfelf  m  the 
evil,  dangerous  light,  in  which  confcience  re- 
prefents  him,  v^ithout  feeling  in  his  own 
bread  the  moil:  uncomfortable  ftruggle  and 
confiid:  of  various  uneafy  paf.ions  within  him. 
Nature  and  revektion  agree  in  fuch  as  thefe  ; 

A    fuitable    and    hzcommg  grief' and  for  7'ow 
of  mind.     A  wrong  conducft  in    any   inftance 
of  life,  will   be   produdlive  of   this,   more  or 
lefs  ',  and  it   efpecially  arifes  in  the  breafts  of 
ingenuous  perfons,  when   they  are  fenfible    of 
their  having  done  any  thing  inconfiftent  with 
integrity  and  a  good  charadter,  and  it  is  a  fure 
inoredient  in  the  religious  repentance,   which 
Chrift  came  into  the  world    to  call  finners   to 
the  exercife  of.     Thus   under  the  Old   Tefta- 
ment  Kphraim   bemoaned    himfelf.       Surely, 
faye  he,  /7//fr  that  Iivas  turned,  I  repented,  and 

after 
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after  that  I  was  injlrudfedy  I  fpiote  upon  my 
thigh  \y  in:?,,  in  the  anguidi  of  my  heart,  and 
the  agony  of  my  vexation  and  trouble.  And 
St.  Faul  fpeaks  of  jorr owing  to  repentance^  after 
a  godly  manner  *,  or  as  the  literal  rendering  of 
the  words  run,  with  a  forrow^  according  to 
God,  fuch  a  forrow  as  God  requires,  approves, 
and  will  accept,  or  luch  a  Ibrrow  as  arifcs 
from  the  fenfe  of  having  offended  and  dis- 
honoured him  by  fin,  forfeited  his  favour, 
and  expofed  ourlelves  to  his  anger.  Such  a 
forrow  is  the  natural  effed:  of  this  change  of 
mind,  'tis  a  proper  expreffion  and  proof  of 
the  reality  of  it,  it  argues  tendernefs  and  in- 
genuity of  difpofition,  it  fhews  a  becoming 
fenfe  of  our  wrong  behaviour  towards  God, 
and  a  contrite  fpirit  upon  account  of  it,  and  is 
therefore  a  facrfce  with  which  God  is  well 
pleafed.  And  if  the  fins  of  men  have  been 
aggravated  by  any  peculiar  circumftances  of 
guilt,  by  the  heinous  nature  of  them,  the 
number  and  frequent  repetitions  of  them,  the 
length  of  our  continuance  in  them,  and  our 
obftinacy  in  oppofing  all  the  means  and 
motives  to  recover  and  reclaim  us  ^  there 
fhould  be  a  proportionable  forrow  and  hu- 
miliation upon  the  account  of  them.  Thus 
Job,  when  come  to  himfelf,  recovered  fron> 
his  impatience,  and  fenfible  how  undeferved 
his  cenfures  of  God's  providence  had  been, 
cries  out :  /  repent  in  duji  and  ajhes  \.  With 
the.  mod    fubmiliive     forrow     I    Hand    con- 

X  Jer.  xxxi.  19.         *  2  Cor.  vii.  9.         f  Job  x!ii.  6. 
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vided  of  my  fin,  and  declare  my  moft  deep 
and  unfeigned  repentance.  And  oUr  Sa- 
viour tells  the  yews,  that  \i  thofe  mighty  works 
had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  that  had  been 
done  in  Choraztn  and  Bethfaida,  they  would  have 
repented  in  duji  and aJJoes"^',  manifefted  the  deep- 
eft  humiliation  and  grief  for  their  offences. 

This  forrow  for  fin  will  be  accompanied 
with  a  confcious  Pdame,  and  inward  confufion  of 
mind.  /  repent  edy  faith  Ephraimy  I J  mote 
upon  my  thigh,  I  was  ajhamed,  yea  even  con- 
founded -f- ;  or  as  he  elfewhere  exprefiTes  it  : 
I'Fe  lie  down  in  our  fiame,  and  our  confufion 
cover  eth  us  -,  for  we  have  finned  againfi  the  Lord 
cur  God^.  And  in  this  very  chapter  the 
Prophet  reproaches  the  Jews  with  their  hard- 
nefs  and  impudence  in  vice,  becaufe  they  had 
overcome  all  fenfe  of  fhame  in  finning.  Thou 
haft  a  whore  s  forehead,  thou  refufef  to  be 
ajljamed^.  When  finners  are  arrived  to  this 
maturity  and  obduracy  in  vice,  as  to  be  able 
to  commit  their  excefles,  and  refle(ft  on  their 
crimes  with  a  fiieady  countenance  and  un- 
moved heart,  without  confufion  in  their 
breaft,  or  a  blufh  to  redden  their  counte- 
nance ;  they  feem  to  be  fo  far  gone  in  wick- 
ednefs,  and  abandoned  as  to  every  thing  de- 
cent and  modeft,  as  to  leave  but  little  room 
for  hope  of  their  being  ever  reclaimed  and 
converted.  The  Publican  in  the  templQ food 
afar  off,  would  not  fo  much  as  lift  up  his  eyes 
to  heaven,  but  fmote  upon  his  breafi  *  5  all  of 

t  Matt.  xi.  21.     t  Jer.  xxxi.  1 9.     ||  Jer.  iii.  25.     §  Ver.  3. 
*  Luke  xviii.  15. 
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them  tokens  of  the  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthi- 
nefs,  and  the  inward  (liame  and  confufion  of 
his  breaft  upon  account  of  it.  And  indeed 
there  is  fuch  a  natural  turpitude  and  evil  in 
iin,  as  that  there  is  no  objedt  fo  vile  in  its  na- 
ture, or  lo  diOionourable  10  him  that  commits 
it.  It  fpreads  contagion  and  infamy  wherelo- 
ever  'tis  harboured,  and  defi'es  every  thir;g  that 
touches  it.  Nothing  is  a  real  difhonrur  to  uny 
man  without  this  ;  nor  any  honour  pure  and 
entire,  that  is  purchafed  by  or  pofitlTtd  with 
this.  And  therefore  as  'tis  a  difreputable,  foul 
and  infamous  thing  in  its  nature,  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  it,  in  a  mind  not  wholly  perverted,  will 
excite  an  inward  confulion,  and  often  cover 
the  face  with  a  blufli,  even  when  we  are 
prefent  only  with  God  and  ourfclves,  and 
there  is  no  human  eye  to  difcover  us. 

In  confequencc  of  this  there  will  htfelf- 
abhorrence^  or  a  real  hatred  of  our  pad  cba- 
rad:er  and  conduc^t,  as  a  thing  worthy  our 
averiion,  and  as  yielding  a  profpe6t  extreamly 
difagreeable  and  odious.  Thus  'Job:  Behold 
I  am  vile y  what  fiall  lanfwer  thee^  ?  Where- 
fore I  abhor  fnyfelf,  and  repent  in  duji  and 
ajhes  J.  A  corrupt  heart  and  a  bad  life,  are 
amongft  thofe  obje(5ts  that  are  intrinfically 
and  unalterably  difpleafing  to  the  eye  and 
judgment  of  reafon,  which  cannot  dif- 
cern  them  without  unealinefs  and  pain,  and 
from  which  they  turn  away  as  from  what  is 

*  Job  xl,  4-  X  Job  xlii.  6. 
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offenfive.  And  'tis  impoffible  for  any  one, 
who  views  moral  objedts  and  charaders  as 
reafon  and  revelation  reprefent  them,  to  be 
confcious  that  he  himfelf .  is  dell:itute  of  all 
moral  Vv^orth,  that  he  hath  been  long  the  Have 
of  vile  and  infamous  paffions,  and  engaged  in 
the  low,  unmanly,  brutal  purfuits  of  a  merely 
fenfitive  life,  negiedling  his  honour,  duty  and 
true  intereft,  offending  his  God,  injuring  his 
neighbour,  and  deflroying  himfelf:  I  i^y  'tis 
impoffible  that  any  man  can  have  a  clear, 
ftrong,  habitual  conviction  of  all  this,  without 
the  moft  hearty  deteftation  of  his  former  felf, 
and  looking  upon  his  paft  charadier  and  condu(5l 
with  the  utmofl  difpleafure  and  hatred. 

And  this  will  be  attended  farther  v/ith  a  be- 
coming rejentment  and  indignation  for  the  part 
we  have  a6ted,  and  the  difpolitions  and  ha- 
bits we  have  cherifhed.  We  can  I  believe 
none  of  us  fee  in  another  perfon,  an  extreamly 
bad  condud-,  full  of  folly,  defperateiy  mad, 
highly  ungrateful,  exceedingly  abufive,  and 
made  up  of  all  the  worfl:  errors  and  crimes  of 
human  nature  ;  without  the  moft  entire  dif- 
approbation,  and  paffing  the  feverefl  cenfure 
on  it  that  a  warm  indignation  can  poffibly 
fuggeft.  But  why  all  this  indignation  againft 
the  follies  and  crimes,  of  othersy  and  none 
againfl  ourfehes  when  chargeable  with  the 
guilt  cf  them  ?  Folly  retains  its  nature  in 
whomfoever  ihe  dwells,  and  the  charader  of 
fin  is  immutably  the  fame  who  ever  com- 
mits it.     And   therefore  if  tbey.poflefs  our 
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minds,  and  our  lives. are  governed  by  their 
counlels,  we  are  as  juft  objeds  of  anger  and  in- 
dignation, as  any  others  can  be  on  the  fame  ac- 
counts; and  if  the  change  of  our  minds  by  re- 
pentance be  fincere,  we  cannot  but  conceive 
the  utmofl  difpleafure  againft  our  former  felves, 
and  be  highly  offended  for  the  many  aggra- 
vated errors  of  our  lives. 

Nor  will  the  mind  on  fuch  a  convidlion  and 
view  of  things  be  able  to  preferve  itfelf  free 
from  thofe  fears  and  terrors,  which  arife  out 
of  the  confcioufnefs  of  fm,  and  are  fuggefted 
by  the  principles  of  true  religion.  The  plea- 
fures  of  vicious  men  are  frequently  interrupted 
by  uneafy  fufpicions,  jealoufies  and  apprehen- 
lions  of  an  after  reckoning  and  puni(hment. 
Confcience  will  diftrefs  them,  if  they  will  con- 
verfe  with,  and  give  it  liberty  to  fpeak ;  and 
for  this  reafon  they  feldom  choofe  to  be  alone 
with  fo  reftlefs  and  troublefome  a  companion, 
and  for  their  own  eafe  often  wifh  they  could 
divefl  themfelves  of  that  confcioufnefs,  which 
is  one  of  their  principal  diftinftions  above  the 
brutal  creation.  But  thefe  fears  are  more  fenfi- 
ble,  lively  and  habitual,  when  they  are  the  ef- 
fed;  of  repentance,  and  refult  from  the  change 
of  the  mind,  in  all  its  moral  perceptions,  con- 
vidions  and  apprehenfions  of  things.  Sin,  when 
acknowledged  to  be  an  immediate  offence 
againft  God,  as  having  the  wages  of  death  an- 
nexed to  it,  and  as  laying  us  open  to  all  the 
everlafting  effeds  of  the  divine  difpleafure  ;  fm 
when  viewed  as  thus  attended,  opens  the  mind 

to 
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to  the  ftrongeft  impreffions  of  fear,  calls  up  to 
view  the  moft  fubftantial  and  formidable  ter- 
rors, and  renders  the  heart  incapable  of  pof- 
feffing  itfelf  in  peace,  whilft  its  apprehenfiofi 
of  this  complicated  danger  continues,  and  'tis 
deftitute  of  that  facred  relief  that  flows  from  the 
well  grounded  hope  of  mercy  and  forgivenefs. 
Nor  are  there  any  confiderations  that  have 
fuch  power  to  awaken  thofe  diftrefling  terrors 
in  the  minds  of  men,  as  thofe  fuggefted  to  the 
mind  by  the  principles  of  religion.  And  as  'tis 
abfolutely  impoffible  to  difprove  thofe  princi^ 
pies,  'tis  highly  abfurd  to  ridicule  or  negled: 
the  impreffions  faftened  on  the  mind  upon  ac- 
count of  them ;  and  he  who  is  hardy  enough 
to  deftroy,  to  defpife  and  triumph  over  the 
fears  of  God  and  a  future  judgment,  and  goes 
about  to  get  rid  of  them  any  other  way  than  by 
amendment  and  converfion,  ads  a  mad  and 
defperate  part,  and  not  what  reafon  and  pru- 
dence fuggeft ;  becaufe  whilft  we  a6t  contrary 
to  the  obligations  of  religion  and  virtue,  there 
will  ever  be  reafon  for  the  deepeft  fear  -,  and  the 
more  we  think  of  our  own  condition,  and  the 
more  impartially  we  reafon  on  it,  the  greater 
muft  our  uneafmefs  and  anxiety  be. 

The  natural  efFed:  of  fuch  an  anxiety, 
and  arifmg  from  fuch  important  caufes,  as 
convidtion  of  fin,  quick  fenfe  of  guilt,  the 
forfeiture  of  happinefs,  and  the  impending 
vengeance  of  a  righteous  offended  God,  will 
be  a  ivarm  and  eager  defire  of  preventing  this 
:£ cumulated  miferyy  and  a  zealous  concern  to 

guard 
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guard  againft  the  evils  apprehended,  and  if 
poffible  to  get  into  a  fafer  and  better  flate. 
For  'tis  impoffible  that  confcience  can  ever 
be  eafy  when  guilt  ftares  it  in  the  face,  whilft 
it  difcerns  the  face  of  the  Almighty  God  co- 
vered with  frowns  and  terrors,  and  all  the 
punishments  of  a  future  world  impending, 
and  knows  not  but  the  next  hour,  or  day,  or 
year,  may  bring  this  dreadful  ruin  home,  and 
for  ever  involve  the  guilty  offender  in  all  the 
fatal  confequences  of  it.  At  fuch  a  feafon, 
how  fervent,  how  warm,  how  eager  and 
paffionate  the  delires  of  mercy  and  forgive- 
nefs  1  How  natural  the  enquiry.  How  fhall 
I  efcape  this  deftru(5lion  !  How  (hall  I  efcape 
the  wrath  to  come !  Where  (hall  I  find  a  fure 
refuge  from  the  anxieties  that  pofTefs  me,  the 
fhame  that  covers  me,  the  terrors  that  ictd 
on  me,  the  vengeance  that  purfues  me,  and 
the  eternal  ruin  that  is  before  me  !  IFhat 
muji  I  do  to  be  faved  ?  Is  there  no  balm  m 
Gilead  f  No  phyfician  there  ?  No  hand  that  can 
heal  me,  no  art  that  can  reftore  me  to  peace, 
no  friendly  guide  to  lead  me  out  of  this  houfe 
of  mifery,  and  guide  my  feet  into  the  wa-/  of 
fafety  and  happinefy !  Thefe  are  the  objects 
that  then  of  all  others  appear  infinitely  de- 
firable;  to  thofe  the  moft  ardent  wiihes  tend; 
for  this  deliverance  the  foul  breathes,  as  the 
hunted  hart  pants  for  the  refrejlding  Jlreams  of 
the  water  brook.  Thus  the  awakened  jailor 
fprings  in  trembling,  falls  down  before  his 
holy  prifoners,  and  in  the  agonies  of  his  ter- 
ror,   and    with   impatience   of    defire,    cries 

out 
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out :  Sirsy  what  miijl  I  do  to  befaved^  f  And 
in  fuch  a  fituation  of  imminent  danger,  can 
the  awakened  linner  fee  any  thing  of  like  im- 
portance with  falvation  ?  Can  any  thing  ap- 
pear fo  delirable  as  mercy  from  God,  and  the 
being  refcued  from  that  danger  which  he  (t^s 
every  way  furrounding  him  ?  Can  he  wifh  for 
a  more  necelTary  and  valuable  bleffing,  or  willi 
with  equal  ardency  for  any  thing,  as  recon- 
ciliation to  his  God,  and  the  being  reftored  to 
his  favour  ? 

This  zeal  and  fervency  of  repenting  defire 
will  excite  the  thought  of  that  noble  revenge, 
which  is '  one  of  the  mod  excellent  parts  of 
the  Chriflian  character,  that  we  fhould  all 
cheriili  in  our  breafts,  and  which  is  the  only 
kind  of  revenge  we  can  indulge  to  with  in- 
nocence and  fafety,  and  which  gives  the  mofl 
exquiiite  kind  of  pleafure,  v/hen  once  we 
have  wrought  and  fully  executed  it;  that 
revenge  upon  ourjehesy  i.  e.  our  corrupt pajjions^ 
affeBions  and  habits,  that  have  betrayed  us  into 
this  ruin,  and  deceived  us  into  this  flate  of 
pain  and  mifery  ;  that  revenge  on  them, 
which  confifts  in  an  eternal  hatred  of  them,  a 
covjiant  oppojition  to  them,  a  daily  mortification 
of  them,  2if.xed  rejolution  wholly  to  defiroy  and 
extirpate  them  out  of  our  bread.  This  is  a 
revenge  that  cannot  be  too  quick,  too  deep 
and  laliing.  'Tis  a  revenge  that  mercy  to 
ourfclves  calls  for,  that  the  principles  of  reli- 
gion juftify,  and  that  everlafting  ccnfequences 

*  AiSs  xvi.  30. 
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of  happineis    fhew    neceflary    and     prudent. 
Thele  inward  enemies,  thefe  invaders  of  our 
honour,  thefe  difturbers  of  our  peace,  thefe 
deftroyers  of  our   happinefs,  fhould  have    no 
compaiTion,  no  mercy  lhev\^n  them.    They  have 
ruined   us,  and   we  fhould  refolve  their  ruin. 
We  fliould  enter  into  no  terms  of  compofi- 
tion  with  them,  nor  treat  them  with  the  leaft 
pity   and    indulgence.       They    are    faithlefs 
treacherous   enemies,   in    perpetual  combina- 
tion to  undo  us.     When  they  fmile  on    us 
and  flatter  us  'tis  only  that,  under  the  guife  of 
friendiliip,  they  may  the  more  fecurely  and  ef- 
fecftually  betray  us,  and  lead  us  infenfibly  on 
to  everlafting  perdition,     ^nd  therefore  this 
is  the   revenge   that  we  fhoiild  take  on  them : 
O  fin,  I  will  be  thy  deflrudtion  !  O  thou  trea- 
cherous  and  fatal  evil,   I  will  be   thy  plague  I 
Repentance   fiiall  be   for  ever  hid  from  mine 
eyes !   Our    breafts   fhould    be  clean  fed    from 
every  poiiible   remainder  of  it,  and  each  root 
of  bitter nefs    entirely   extirpated,    that    there 
may  not  rife  up  a  fingle  fibre  to  corrupt  and 
trouble  us. 

Thefe  thoughts  I  have  been  led  to  by  that 
pafTage  of  St.  Fcuil  to  the  Corinthians,  where 
defcnbing  their  repentance,  he  mentions  this 
variety  of  paffions,  that  difcovered  themfelves 
on  this  folemn  occalion.  /  rejoice,  fays  he,- 
72Gt  that  ye  were  mads  forry  -j-.  Your  grief  as 
fuch  was  not  the  thing  that  gave  me  pleafure, 
lut  that  ye  forrowed  to  repentance,  or  that  yours.  . 

f  z  Cor.  vii,  9. 
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was  the  forrow  of  a  genuine  repentance ;  for 
ye  for  rowed  according  to  God,  becaufe  you  had 
offended  him,  and  therefore  in  that  manner 
that  v/as  agreeable  to  his  will.  For  fee,  this 
'very  thing,  your  farrowing  according  to  God's 
'will,  'what  indignation  it  wrought  in  you,  what 
fear,  what  earnefi  defire,yea  what  zeal, yea  what 
revenue  !  In  every  thing  ye  have  approved  your- 
f elves  pure  or  clear  in  this  affair  -^  y  or  by  thefe 
proofs  ye  havedifcovered  your  repentance  on  this 
article,  to  be  free  from  all  deceit  and  hypo- 
crify.  They  fhewed  their  indignation  againft 
the  crifue  they  had  been  chargeable  with, 
their  fear  t)f  the  divine  difpleajure,  and  the 
Apoftle's  cenfure  upon  account  of  it,  their  ear^ 
neji  defire  of  obtaining  the  forgivenefs  of  the 
offence,  and  of  having  the  fin  wholly  removed 
from  them,  their  zeal  for  being  refiored  to  the 
acceptance  2Si^  favour  of  God,  and  \h^  good  opi- 
nion of  the  Apojile  ',  and  their  revenge,  by  the 
care  they  took  to  cut  off  all  occafions,  of  the 
like  fin  for  the  future,  and  preferve  them- 
felves  from  thele  corruptions.  Oh  how  m. any 
excellent  difpofitions  are  included  in  this  im- 
portant duty  of  gofpel  repentance  !  What  a 
chano-e  is  here  made  in  the  ftate  of  the  finner's 
affedtions  and  paffions  !  Inftead  of  their  being, 
as  once  they  were,  all  engaged  in  the  intereft  of 
fin,  they  now  become  univerfally  armed  againft 
it ;  are  engaged  in  a  fteady  oppofition  to  it,  and 
all  bend  their  united  forces  entirely  to  deftroy 
it.     Flappy  the  finner,  who  is   thus  changed 

• 
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from  his  former  felf,  the  current  of  whofe 
affections  is  thus  diverted  into  a  different 
channel,  and  when  they  are  all  united  in 
the  ftruggle  and  contention  for  liberty,  peace 
and  falvation  !  That  noble  llruggle  God  will 
profper.  His  aiding  grace,  will  fecure  the 
victory,  and  under  his  blefling  and  favour  it 
Ihall  become  finally  compleat,  and  appear  in 
all  its  genuine  and  proper  fruits.  And  this 
leads  me 

II.  To  thej^r(3/7^  thing,  to  confider  that  ex^ 
ternal  change  which  true  repentance  imj)lies, 
in  confequence  and  as  the  effedl  of  this  in- 
ward alteration  in  the  ftate  and  temper  of 
the  mind  j  for  repentance,  in  the  gofpel 
account  of  it,  implies  the  change  of  the 
isohole  moral  char a5ier,  and  as  it  begins  in  the 
hearty  reaches  to  the  Itjey  affed:s  the  whole 
conduct  of  it,  and  difcovers  itfelf  invariably 
by  its  genuine  anfwerable  fruits.  Hence 
'John  the  Baptiff,  fpeaking  to  the  Pharifees 
and  Sadduceesy  exhorts  them  *  :  Bring  forth 
therefore  fruits  meet  for  repentance  -,  and  St. 
Faiil  tells  king  Agrippa  -f-,  that  in  obedience 
to  the  heavenly  vifion,  he  (hewed  at  fervfa- 
lem,  and  throughout  all  the  coafts  of  Judeaj 
and  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  Jhoidd  repent 
and  do  ivorks  meet  for  repentance  ;  works  wor- 
thy .of  and  fuitabie  to  the  nature  of  repent- 
ance.    And  here 

I.  Tht  firfi  evidence  and  proof  of  this    in- 
ward change  of  the  heart  and  mind  in  the 

*  Matt,  in.  8.  t  Afts  xxvi.  20. 
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finner  is,  his  ceafmg  to  do  evil,  his  reformation 
from  his  former  vices,   and  forfaking  all  the 
criminal  practices,  to  which  he  may  have  for- 
merly indulged.     This  is  denoted  in  the  fcrip- 
ture  language,  by  his  turning  j rem  fm.     Thus 
God    commands   the  Prophet   to  fay  to  the 
houfe  oi  Ifrael'^:  Repent  and  turn  from  your 
idols  ^  and  turn  away  your  faces  from  all  your  abo- 
minations -,  plainly  intimating,  that  no  repent- 
ance   without   this     would    be    available   for 
them,  or  acceptable  to  him.     And    this  the 
Apoftle   expreffes    by    repentance  from   dead 
works  §,  fuch  a  repentance  as   effectually  re- 
covers men*  from  thofe  evil  works  that  argue 
men  in  a  ftate  of  moral   death,  and  that  tend 
to  and  prepare  for  eternal  death.     And  as   all 
fm   is  offeniive  to  God,  and  injurious  to   the 
fouls   of  men^    the   turnino^   from    fin    mufl 
be  entire   and  unive?faly  and    not  only  from 
particular  crimes,  which  men  can  part  from^ 
With   greater  eafe,  as  not  having  fo  ftrong  a 
propeniity  to  them,  or  habit   of  committing 
them.       'Tis    the    reformation    from    all    fin 
which  is   the  repentance   God  dem.ands,  /.  e. 
from     all     wilful     and      prefumptuous     Jin. 
Hear  the   declaration  of  God  bimfclf  on   this 
important  article.     Repent  and  turn  from  all 
your  tranfgreffionSi  Jo  iniquity  jhall  riot  be  your 
rum.    Cajl  a-way  all  your  tranfgrefions,  whereby 
ye  have  tranfgreffed^  and  tnake  you  a  new  heart y^ 
and  a  new  jpirtt  -,  for  why  will  ye  die,   O  houfe 
oj  Ifrael\\  .^  Plainly  dechiing,  that  unlefs  they 

X  Ezek.  xiv.  6.       §  Heb,  vi.  i.       I|  Ezek.  xviiK  30,31. 
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caft  away  all  their  former  fins,  their  condem- 
nation and  ruin  were  unavoidable. 

And  indeed  there  can  be  no  greater  midake 
than  to  imagine,  that  true  repentance,  fuch 
as  God  requires,  is  conf^fteni  with  the  love 
and  practice  of  any  known  and  wilful  fin, 
or  doth  not  oblige  us  to  put  away  all  the 
vanities  of  our  former  corrupt  and  evil  con- 
verfation.  Chrift  in  my  text  is  reprefented 
as  the  great  phyfician.  They  that  are  whole, 
fays  he,  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are 
ill.  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous  hut  Jin- 
ners  to  repentance.  Sin  is  that  fatal  dirtemper 
of  the  foul,  that  will  without  a  fpeedy  and 
effedual  cure,  prove  the  eternal  deftrudlion  of 
it.  To  recover  them  from  this  evil  was  the 
principal  end  of  our  bleiTcd  Lord's  m.iffion 
into  the  world,  and  to  reflcre  them  to 
health  and  foundnefs,  to  eafe  and  peace  of 
mind  ;  and  wherever  he  is  fubmitted  to,  and 
the  falutary  prefcriptions  he  hath  directed 
faithfully  made  ufe  of,  the  recovery  from 
thefe  moral  diforders  will  be  univerfal,  and 
the  falvation  from  wilful  and  prefumptuous 
lins  abfolute  and  entire.  And  if  our  repent- 
ance confifts  in  nothin^:  elfe,  but  the  con- 
feffing  fm  with  our  mouths,  and  fome  ex- 
preffions  of  forrow  for  having  committed  it, 
or  certain  ineftedual  refolutions  of  forfiking 
it,  whilft  we  ilill  go  on  in  the  pradice  of 
it,  or  in  turning  only  from  fome  particular 
evil  pradlices,  whilft  we  allow  ourfelves  ha- 
bitually in  others,  we  are,  in  the  nature  of 
the  thing,  and  in  the  efteem  of  God,  ob- 
E  e  3  ilinatcly 
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flinately  impenitent  ^  and  there  can  be  no 
greater  proof  that  our  repentance  is  defedlive 
in  both  the  effential  parts  of  it,  the  change  of 
heart  as  well  as  life.  For  if  the  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruit,  and  the  iiTues  or  various  courfes  of 
men's  lives  are  out  of  the  heart,  /.  e.  proceed 
from  the  prevailing  habit  and  difpofition  of  it, 
as  they  certainly  do  3  than  there  can  be  no 
more  demonftrative  proof  in  the  v^orld,  that 
the  heart  is  not  turned,  than  that  the  life  is 
not  changed  s  and  you  may  as  certainly  con- 
clude, from  a  man's  continuing  to  pra(flife  his 
former  fins,  that  the  inward  temper  is  corrupt, 
as  you  may  ji^dge  of  a  bodily  diflemper  by 
the  conflant  fymptoms  of  it,  or  conclude  that 
fountain  mull  be  bitter,  that  is  continually 
fending  forth  bitter  and  unwhclibme  waters. 
But 

2.  True  repentance  implies,  not  only  the 
iur?iing  from  fm  and  forfaking  univerfally  the 
practice  of  every  wilful  and  prefumptuous  one, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  our  lincere  converliou 
and  turning  unto  God.  Thefe  things  are  con- 
neded  in  the  facred  writings,  as  infeparable 
from  one  another.  And  they  are  fo  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  every  retreat  from  the 
paths  of  vice  being  a  proportionable  return 
to  God,  /.  e.  both  to  our  duty  to  and  happi- 
nefs  in  him.  Thus  in  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
Ephrmrn  pravs  ■^■'  .•  T^urn  thou  me,  and  If  jail  he 
turnedy  and  after  that  I  %vas  turned  I  repented , 
turning  unto  God  and  repentance  being  equi- 

*  Jcr.  xsxi.  18,  15. 
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valent  terms,  or  confidcred  in  the  near  con- 
ne(5tion  of  caufe  and  efFcdl.  yJfter  that  I  turn- 
ed I  repented.  When  my  prayer  that  God 
would  tLirn  me  to  himfelf  was  anfvvered, 
then  I  knew  my  repentance  was  lincere. 
This  is  what  St.  Paul  calls  repentance  toivards 
God-\,  i.  e.  fuch  a  repentance  as  brings  men 
to  God  y  and  the  commiiTion  he  received 
from  Chrift,  was  to  (liew  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  that  they  fl:ould  repent  and  turn  to 
God'^.  Upon  this  account  we  find  that  re- 
pentance is  joined  with  converfion.  Thus  St. 
Peter  to  the  "Jews  :  Repent  ye  and  he  converted, 
that  your  Jins  jnay  he  hlotted  out  |j ;  to  ^a^"^'  that 
no  proieffions  of  forrow  for  iin  ;  no  abuinence 
from  any  of  the  groifer  adts  of  it  will  be  availa- 
ble to  forgivenels,  unlefs  we  turn  to  God  as 
cur  author  and  end,  our  fovereign  Lord  and 
fupream  happinefs.  The  great  evil  of  fm  con- 
fifts  in  its  alienating  our  hearts  from  him,  and 
engaging  the  fmner  in  an  habitual  courfe  of 
oppofition  to  his  authority  and  will.  For  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  to  God,  it  is  not  fibjeB  to 
him,  neither  indeed  can  be.  The  very  notion  of 
it  implies  an  immediate,  dired:  oppoiition  to 
the  defign  of  his  providence,  and  the  great  end 
of  his  moral  government ;  and  though  the  ha- 
tred of  God  as  an  infinitely  perfedl  being  fcarce 
feems  poiTibls  to  reafonable  heinous,  infinite 
perfection  being  an  objecH:  naturally  attractive  of 
veneration  and  love,  yet  nothing  is  more  evi- 
dent, than  that  determined,  habitual    finners 

t  Aflsxx.2i.         X  A6lsiii.  19.         |j  Adis  xxvi  20. 
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hijie  the  law  of  Godyhtcauk  they  hate  the  pre- 
cepts and  reftraints  of  religion,  which  are  the 
great  laws  of  his  kingdom,  and  all  enforced 
by  his  fupream  authority  ;  and  fet  up  their  cri- 
minal pafiions  and  fen fual  affections  in  oppofi- 
tion,  which  God  hath  commanded  them  to 
keep  in  fubje6:ion  to  the  dilates  of  confcience, 
and  the  rules  he  hath  given  for  the  regulation 
and  government  of  them.  And  therefore  this 
return  to  God,  which  is  included  in  the  notion 
of  gofpel  repentance,  confifts  iirft  in  the  real, 
thorough  reconciliation  of  the  heart  to  him, 
by  acknowledging  him  as  our  proprietor  and 
owner,  our  rightful,  fupream  Sovereign  and 
Lord,  and  reverencing,  loving  and  adhering  to 
him  by  prevailing  affedion,  and  fteady  refolu- 
tion,  asfuch;  and  then  as  the  natural  fruit 
and  effed:  hereof  returning  to  our  allegiance 
and  duty  to  him,  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  his 
will,  and  regulating  our  entire  condudt  for  the 
future  part  of  out  lives  by  his  holy  and  righte- 
ous laws.  When  our  repentance  is  thus  genu- 
ine we  may  know  by  comparing  it  with  the 
chara5ler  of  a  true  repentance  laid  down  in  the 
holy  fcriptures,  which  I  fhall  reprefent  in  % 
following  difcourfe. 


SER-^ 
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SERMON     XX. 

The  Charaaers  of  True  Repentance, 
and  of  the  Righteous. 

Matt.  ix.  13, 

For  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous^  but 
Jinners  to  repentance, 

TH  A  T  I  might  affift  thofe  who  as  fin- 
ners  need  repentance,  in  beginning  and 
perfeding  their  repentance,  I  have  defcribed  it 
as  it  begins  and  prevails  in  the  heart,  and  in 
part  as  it  evidences  itfelf  in  the  life.  And  to 
prevent  any  from  deceiving  themfelves  in  this 
important  affair,  I  {hall  now  give  the  principal 
marks  by  which  a  genuine  repentance  is  de- 
fcribed in  fcripture,  and  diftinguifhed  from  that 
which  is  infmcere  or  defedive. 

Now  the  marks  laid  down  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  of  the  truth  of  repejitancCy  in  this  refpea:, 
are  fuch  as  thefe. 

I .  The  acknowledgment  of  the  truth,  the  firm 
belief,  and  fincere  profeflion  of  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  as  to  their  certainty,  im- 
portance,   and   obligation.      Thus   St.   Paul 

exhorts 
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exhorts  Timothyy  in  meeknefs  to  mjirudi  thofe 
that  oppojed  themjelves  to  the  gofpei  dodrine, 
if  peradventure  God  'will  give  them  rcpentancs: 
to  the  ack?io'Lvledgme?it  oj  the  truth"^'  -,  fuch  a 
repentance  for  their  diibelief  and  oppolition  to 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  as  fhoiild  difcover  its 
iincerity,  by  their  openly  embracing,  and 
lleady  adherence  to  it.  And  upon  this  ac- 
count we  find  repentance  and  faith  joined  to- 
gether, as  eiTential  parts  of  the  Chriflian's 
charader,  and  equally  necelTary  to  falvation. 
Thus  St.  Faiil  declares  %,  that  he  kept  back 
nothing  that  was  profitable  to  the  elders  of 
the  'Ephefian  church,  but  fhewed  and  taught 
them  publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe,  re- 
pentance towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our 
Lord  Jefifs  Chri/i.  And  becaufe  in  the  primi- 
tive church  thole  v/ho  were  baptized  made  a 
ihort  but  public  confeffion  of  their  faith  in 
Chrift,  antecedent  to  their  baptifm,  hence  re- 
pentance is  joined  with  baptifm  ||.  Repent,  faith 
Peter  to  the  yews,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Ckrifi ;  becaufe  as 
St.  P^^/Zexprefies  it  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Gala- 
tians\  :  As  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized, 
have  put  on  Chrift:,  becaufe  they  were  baptized 
into  him  §  ;  baptized  into  the  faith  of  Chrifl's 
church,  and  the  dodrines  of  his  religion  ;  and 
were  therefore  faid  by  baptifm  to  put  on  Chrifl, 
becaufe  they  made,  previoufiy  to  the  receiving 
it,  an  open  and  folemn  confeffion  of  their  be- 
lieving in  him,  and  fo  put  on  the  diftinguifliing 

*  zTim.ii.  25.         1  Aas  XX.  20,  21.  I|  Afts  ii.  38. 
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character  and  habit  of  his  difciples.  And  this 
is  neceffarily  included  in  true  repentance,  and 
will  be  the  certain  eifedt  of  that  internal  change 
of  fentiment  and  judgment,  in  which  true  re- 
pentance always  begins.  If  we  confider  the 
prevailing  original  and  caufe  of  the  habitual 
corruptions  and  great  immoralities  of  mankind, 
we  {hall  find  it  to  be,  a  fecret  infidelity  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  as  to  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  the  great  dodlrines  of  Chrirtianity.  They 
have  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief ^  that  caufe s  them 
to  depart  from  the  living  God.  Some  are  hardy 
enouQ;h  openly  to  deny  the  great  do(5trines  both 
of  natural  and  revealed  religion;  oihtrsfifpeSi 
the  truth  of  them,  and  want  that  firm  perfua- 
fion  that  is  necelfary  to  give  them  force  and 
influence.  Others,  though  they  profefs  in  ge- 
neral to  believe  them,  yet  have  a  fecret  imagina- 
tion and  hope,  that  though  they  do  not  live  as 
thofe  doiftrines  dired:  to  do,  yet  they  may 
efcape  the punifiment  \hx&^ie.nQd  to  fin,  and  ob- 
tain final  falvation  without  holinefs,  by  certain 
compofitions,  or  by  fome  kind  of  equivaleni:, 
that  may  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  their  repentance 
and  reformation,  'Tis  real  unbelief,  either 
as  to  the  whole  of  religion,  or  fome  efTential 
principles  of  it,  or  the  indifpeniible  necefiitv 
and  obligation,  as  to  the  commanded  duties 
of  it,  that  is  the  genuine  and  conftant  fource, 
of  all  the  habitual  and  wilful  vices,  in  which 
finners  indulge  themfelves.  And  therefore 
when  men  return  to  God  by  repentance,  'tis 
by  returning  to  the  truths  of  God,   em.bracing 

the 
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the  dodtrines  of  reilgion  as  taught  by  Chrift, 
giving  them  entrance  into  their  hearts,  receiv- 
ing them  with  love,  mixing  them  with  faith, 
and  fo  impreffing  them  on  their  minds  and  con- 
fciences,  as  to  retain  an  habitual  fenfe  of  their 
reality  and  importance,  and  govern  their  future 
condu(fl  by  the  influence  and  direction  of  them. 
2.  Another  evidence  and  proof  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  this  return  unto  God,  that  is  included 
in  repentance,  is  ferious  and  fervent  prayer 
to  him ;  and  particularly  prayer  for  mercy 
and  forgivnefs.  Thus  St.  Peter  exhorts 
Simon  the  magician  j,  after  he  had  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  part  nor  lot  in  the 
gift  of  the  holy  Spirit :  Repent  therefore  of  this 
thy  wickednefsy  and  pray  to  God,  if  perhaps  the 
thought  of  thine  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee. 
And  after  St.  Faul\  repentance  and  converfion 
to  God,  Chrift  gives  this  account  of  him  to 
Ananias  :  Behold  he  prayeth  -f-.  And  how  na- 
tural an  effed;  is  this,  of  the  reconciliation  and 
return  of  the  difaffe^ted  and  alienated  heart  to 
God  ?  How  is  it  poffible  for  the  mind,  when 
fully  convinced  in  its  moft  impartial  and  deli- 
berate judgment,  of  the  exceeding  linfulnefs  of 
fin,  as  an  offence  againft  God,  and  an  enmity 
to  his  authority  and  government ;  as  ingrati- 
tude to  him  for  all  his  favours,  and  an  high 
abufe  of  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  : 
I  fay,  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  mind,  how  is  it 
poffible  that  the  awakened  fmner  fhould  for- 
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bear  crying  out :  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God, 
according  to  thy  loving  kindnefs  -,  according  to 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  all  7ny 
tranjgrejjions^.  When  he  con (iders  his  dan- 
ger by  reafon  of  his  paft  fins,  and  views  the 
aggravated  and  endlefs  deftru<5tion  of  a  future 
world,  to  which  he  hath  expofed  himfelf, 
feels  the  terrors  of  God  taking  hold  of  him, 
and  hath  the  awful  apprehenfions  of  falling 
under  the  eiFeds  of  the  divine  difpleafure; 
can  the  foul  at  fuch  a  feafon  be  fo  unconcerned 
for  its  own  welfare,  as  not  to  lift  up  this  ar- 
dent requeft  to  God  :  Rebuke  me  not,  O  Lord, 
in  thine  anger,  neither  chafien  me  in  thy  hot  dif- 
pleafure. Return,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  foul.  Oh 
fave  me  for  thy  mercies  fake  §.  When  he  ex- 
periences the  pov/er  of  lin  within  him,  the 
hold  it  hath  of  his  heart,  and  the  influence 
it  maintains  over  his  pafTions,  and  the  danger 
he  is  hereby  in  of  returning  to  his  former  fol- 
lies, and  bringing  himfelf  under  renev/ed  guilt, 
he  cannot  help  enquiring  :  Who  Jhall  deliver  me 
from  the  body  of  this  death  .^  Or  ceafe  to  pray  : 
Keep  back  thy  fervant  from  prefumptuous  fins, 
let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me  "f*.  Search 
me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart;  try  me  and 
know  my  thoughts ;  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked 
way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafling. 
In  fuch  requefts  as  thefe,  the  heart  of  the  true 
penitent  will  naturally  breathe  towards  God, 
as  naturally  as  be  concerned  for  his  own  wel- 
fare, and  to  efcape  the  mofl  aggravated  and 
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durable  deftrudion.  And  there  cannot  be  a 
more  certain  inference  than  this ',  that  there 
can  be  no  juft  convid;ion  of,  nor  impartial 
judgment  formed  concerning  the  great  evil  of 
iin,  where  there  is  no  prayer  to  God  to  be 
faved  from  the  condemnation  due  to  paft  fin, 
or  to  be  delivered  from  the  guilt  and  power 
of  it  for  the  future. 

3.  This  return  or  converfion  to  God  will 
farther  difcover  itfelf,  by  the  finner's  giving 
God  glory  y  by  a  full  andjree  acknowledgment  of 
his  own  great  unworthinefs  and  demerits,  by 
reafon  of  fin,  and  the  number  and  many  ag- 
gravation^ of  his  offences.  If  there  be  a  real 
and  ingenuous  concern  of  heart  for  having 
difpleafed  him,  there  will  be  a  voluntary  con- 
fejjion  of  it,  and  a  due  humiliation  of  foul  ex- 
preffed  upon  account  of  it.  When  Achan 
was  taken  by  lot,  upon  account  of  the  ac- 
curfed  thing  that  was  in  his  tent :  Jojhua  faid 
to  him  -j- :  My  fon,  give,  I  pray  thee,  glory  to 
the  Lord  God  ^'IfraeJ,  and  make  confejjion  unto 
him,  and  tell  me  now  what  thou  haji  done.  Hide 
it  not  from  me.  And  when  the  fourth  Angel 
poured  forth  his  vial  on  the  fun  *,  and  power 
was  given  unto  him' to  fcorch  men  with  fire, 
it  is  mentioned  as  the  great  aggravation  of 
their  fins  under  thefe  Judgments  of  God,  that 
they  blafphemed  his  name,  and  did  not  repent  to 
give  hir.i  glory,  viz.  by  owning  his  judgments 
iuft  and  ri<jhteous,  and  conieffing  their  im- 
picdes   and  victs,  by  which  they  had  drawn 

t  JoHi.  vii.  19.  *  Rev.  xvi.  8,  9. 
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down   thefe   dreadful  plagues  on    their   own 
heads.  This  is  what  common  reafon  did:ates, 
and  what  one   man    naturally    expe6ts    from 
another,  that  he  fhould  frankly  own  what  he 
hath  done  amifs,  as  the  firil  ftep  towards  re- 
conciliation and  forgivenefs.     And  it  is  juftly 
reckoned   as  an  inftance  of  very  criminal  ob- 
flinacy  and  perverfenefs,  and  to  render  thofe 
who  are  chargeable  with  it  unworthy  of  all 
favour  and  pardon,  to   refufe   to  own    their 
fault,  and  hereby  make  the  proper  fubm4flion 
to   thofe    whom    they   have    offended.     And 
therefore  fuch  obftinacy  and  impenitency  to- 
wards God  is  much  more  criminal  and  dan- 
gerous, as  his   authority  is  fupream,  and  the 
obligations  we  are  under  to  do  his  will,  and 
the   things    that    pleafe   him,    are    infinitely 
ftronger   than   any   we  can  be   under  to  any 
creatures  whatfoever.     Surely  the  leaft  we  can 
do,  upon  an  impartial  review  of  the  nature 
and  circumflances  of  our  own  manifold  tranf- 
greffions  againft  kim,  is  to  take  'with  us  words', 
and  turn  unto  the  Lord)  and  fay  unto  him  J  : 
We  acknowledge  our  tranfgrejjions,  and  our  Jin  is 
ever  before  us.     Take  away  all  iniquity ,  and  re- 
ceive us  gracioujly     This  argues  real  concern 
for  fin,  the  lincere  defire  of  refloration  to  the 
divine  favour,  the  relenting  of  the  heart,  the 
return  of  it  to    God,  and   is  giving   him  the 
glory  that  is  due  to  his  name.    Becaufe  fuch  con- 
fetlion  of  fin   is   an  acknowledgment  of   his 
fupream   authority,  of  the  rectitude   of    his- 
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nature,  of  the  equity  of  his  government,  of 
the  purity  of  his  laws,  of  the  folly,  guilt  and 
danger  of  offending  him,  of  his  conftant  in- 
pedion  over  us,  and  prefence  with  us,  of  the 
difhonour  done  him  by  our  fins,  of  the  awful 
confequences  of  his  anger,  of  the  worth  of 
his  favour,  and  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  being 
recovered  to  it,  in  order  to  the  fafety  and 
welfare  of  our  beings.  All  this  is  implied  in 
the  humble  contrite  acknowledgment,  which 
the  awakened  penitent  makes  of  his  offences 
againft  God,  and  by  this  he  properly  glorifies 
him,  as  he  afcribes  to  him  that  glory  which 
is  his  due,  and  vindicates  the  honour  and 
juflice,  and  holinefs  of  his  government.  And 
this  hath  been  the  conftant  prafcice  of  all  that 
have  exercifed  a  lincere  repentance.  Thus 
David,  in  the  exercife  of  repentance  in  the 
matter  of  Uriah :  Againji  thee^  thee  ojily,  as  my 
fupreme  Lord  and  Sovereign,  have  I  finned, 
and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight  §.  And  the  pub- 
lican :  God  be  merciful  to  me  afinner  J.  And 
the  returning  prodigal :  Father,  I  have  finned 
dgainfl  heaven,  and  in  thyfiight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  Jon  •\.  And  the  Apoftle 
Faul,  even  after  he  had  obtained  mercy  :  / 
was  a  blafphemer,  and  a  per]  e  cut  or,  and  injurious  j 
the  chief  of  fimners  ||.  I  am  the  leaf  of  the 
Apojiles,  that  am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  Apoftle, 
becaufe  I  perfecuted  the  church  of  God^.  This 
is  the  language,  thefe  are  the  confeffions  be- 
fore God,  that  true  repentance  will  produce, 
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fuitable  to  the  nature  of  mens  offences,  and 
the  reipedive  aggravations  of  their  crimes,  for 
which  their  own  confcicnces  reproach  them. 
And  laftly, 

4.  This  return  unto  Cod,  that   is    one  ef- 
fential  part  of  the  gofpel  repentance,  impHes 
in  it,  Jincere  and  zmive?'Jal  obedience  to  God  for 
the  future  ;  without  which  no   other  cxpref- 
lions  of  it  whatfoever  will   prove  its-lincerity, 
or  profit  thofe  who  may  depend   on  it.     This 
our  blelTed  Lord  reprefents  to  us  as  the  effed: 
of  true  repentance,  in  the  parable  of  the  tico 
fons,  one  of  whom,  upon  his    father's    faying 
to  him.  Son,  go  isjork  to  day  in  jny  vineyard, 
anfwered  and  faidy  I  go  Sir ,  but  went  not-^-, 
the  other  upon  receiving  the  fame  command, 
repHed,   /  iioiU  not,  but   ajterwards    rcpejitcd 
and  ivent  j  fhewed  that  he  changed  his  mind, 
and  was  convinced  that  he  had  done  wrong, 
by    ad:ually    obeying,    and     doing   the   thing 
that  his  father  commanded  him  1  to  reprefent 
to   us,  that  repentance   is    made   perfed:    by 
future    obedience,  and  that    no  profellions  of 
fubmiffion,     no    fair    promifes    and   fpeeches 
that    we    can  make    to    God,  that  are.inef- 
fedtual   and    unperformed,    will   ever    be  re- 
garded by  him,  or  fecure  to   us   his  approba- 
tion   and    favour.       And  this   is    the   proper 
meaning  of  that  exhortation  of  fohn  Baptijl 
to    the    yewsy  who    came  to   be   baptized  of 
him  jj  :   Bring  J  ore  h  fruits  meet  for  repentance. 
And   what  thefe    were,    the  Baptiji  himfelf 
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explains:,  when  he  adds :  Every  tree  that 
bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  heiDn  dawn^ 
and  coji  into  the  fire.  So  that  the  fruits  meet 
for  repe?ita?7ce,  are  thofe  good  fruits  which 
become  the  children  of  God,  even  the  fruits 
of  a  (leady,  chearful,  and  conflant  obedience. 
And  in  our  blefled  Lord's  melTage  to  the 
church  of  Epbefus,  he  exhorts  ihem  :  P^cmem- 
her  frcm  whence  tkou  art  j alien,  and  repent,  and 
do  the  firfi  'works-,  hereby  plainly  declaring, 
that  the  relinquifhing  our  faults,  and  return- 
ing to  the  pradice^of  our  proper  duty,  are 
boih  nerellary  to  conftitute  a  compleat  and 
acceptable  *  repentance  :  And  indeed  all  pre- 
tences to  repentance  without  this  are  infincere 
and  hypocritical.  What  proof  can  there  be, 
that  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  the  mind,  in 
reference  to  fin  or  duty,  is  in  the  leafl:  changed, 
if  there  be  no  anfwerable  alteration  in  the 
practice;  if  there  be  the  fame  delight  and 
frequency  in  finning  as  before,  and  the  fame 
averfion  to  and  habitual  negled:  of  commanded 
duty?  If  indeed  men  pafs  the  true  judgment 
on  thefe  things,  and  yet  by  their  actions  con- 
tradidt  their  own  convidions,  it  is  an  aggra- 
vation of  their  fault,  and  {hews  the  utter 
perverfion  of  their  will,  and  that  notwith- 
flanding  their  profefTions  of  forrow  for  lin, 
and  the  acknowledgments  of  their  own  folly, 
that  they  may  fometimes  make,  yet  that  they 
have  never  been  forry  after  that  godly  manner 
which  is  unto  life.  The  return  of  the  penitent 
iinner  unto  God  implies,  the  return  of  the 
alienated  heart  to  him,  by  the  exercife  of  all 
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fuitable  and  proper  afFedions,  terminating  on 
him  as  their  proper  objedl,  and  excited  by  the 
confidcration  of  the  perfcvflions  of  his  nature, 
and  the  charafters  he  ftands  in  towards  us  j  and 
in  confequence  of  this,  their  returning  to  their 
obedience  and  duty,  approving  his  good  and ac~ 
ceptable  and  perfe5i  iviliy  and  offering  theinfel-ves 
an  holy,  living  facrifice  to  him,  ivhich  is  their 
reafonable  fervice ;  to  glorify  him  with  their  bo- 
dies andfoulsy  which  are  his.  Hov/  can  a  re- 
belHous  fubjedt  return  to  his  prince,  but  by 
returning  to  his  allegiance,  and  obeying  the 
laws  of  his  kingdom  ?  V/ill  he  not  always 
deferve  the  charader  of  a  rebel,  and  be  liable 
to  the  punifhment  of  one,  whilft  he  maintains 
his  oppolition,  and  continues  his  hoflility  to  his 
perfon  and  government  ?  And  what  other  con- 
flrudion  can  be  put  upon  mens  continuing  to 
violate  the  laws  of  God,  and  living  in  a  perpe- 
tual negled  of  and  oppofition  to  his  commands, 
but  that  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  real  oppofition 
to  him,  and  will  not  return  to  their  fubje(5lioa 
and  fidelity  ?  The  real  penitent's,  the  genuine 
convert's  language  is  :  T^he  time  pafi  of  my  life  is 
fuficient  that  I  have  ferved  divers  lufls  and  plea- 
fur  es.  Hence  forward  I  yield  myfdf  to  God,  to 
become  his  fervant,  to  have  my  Jruit  unto  holi- 
nefs,  that  the  end  may  be  life  everlafling. 

And  when  there  is  this  thorough  alteration 
in  the  ftate  of  the  mind,  in  the  motives  that 
influence  him,  the  approbations  and  averfions 
he  cheridied,  and  in  the  judgment  he  paftes  on 
himfelf  and  adlions;  when  he  hath  a  becoming 
F  f  2  grief 
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grief  for  the  evil  and  errors  of  his  pail:  conduct, 
is  afliamed  of  himfelf  and  his  bad  behaviour, 
abhors  himfelf  as  degenerated,  corrupted  and 
guilty,  cheriilies  a  jufl  refentment  and  in- 
dignation againit  his  own  prefumption,  folly, 
and  ingratitude,  ftands  in  awe  of  God's  dif- 
pleafure,  and  is  afraid  of  his  anger,  earnelfly 
delires  reconciliation  to  God  and  acceptance 
with  him,  and  vows  revenge  and  deftrudion 
upon  all  the  corrupt  paffions,  afFedicns,  and 
habits  of  his  nature :  And  when  in  confe- 
quence  of  this,  he  forfakes  his  former  vices, 
and  turns  from  all  the  tranfgrefnons  he  hath 
committed';  when  he  returns  with  his  whole 
heart  to  God,  by  fmcerely  embracing  the 
truths  of  his  word,  by  fervently  praying  for 
mercy  and  forgivenefs,  by  glorifying  God  by 
an  ingenuous  acknowledgment  of  his  fin,  and 
unworthinefs  upon  account  of  it,  and  by  a 
willing,  chearful,  univerfal,  conftant  obedience; 
this  is  the  moft  fatisfying  evidence  that  his  re- 
pentance is  fincere  and  compleat,  and  in  St. 
PauH  emphatical  language,  fuch  a  repentance 
as  needs  not  to  be  repented  of.  For  godly Jorrow 
worketh  repentance  not  to  be  repented  of^,  A 
partial,  inefFedlual  repentance,  that  leaves  the 
mind  unchanged,  and  the  life  unreformed ; 
that  implies  no  cure  of  their  bad  habits,  nor 
any  amendment  of  their  finful  practices;  that 
confifts  only  in  fuch  a  forrow  as  doth  not  cure 
the  hardnefs  of  the  heart,  nor  mortify  the 
had  affections   of  it ;    or  in  fuch  confellions 
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of  fin  as  do  not  prevent  the  commiflion  of  it ; 
or  in  fuch  refolutions  againft  it,  as  are  broken 
as  foon  or  as  often  as  they  are  made,  on  the 
return  of  the  next  temptation,  and  the  offer 
of  the  next  favourable  opportunity.  Such  a 
repentance  cannot  in  the  leaft  profit  us,  becaufe 
'tis^foimperfea,  and  evidences  fuch  manifeft 
infmcerity,  and  is  therefore  fo  offenfive  to 
God,  as  that  it  needs  itfelf  to  be  repented  of, 
and  (hould  fill  us,  when  we  come  feriouily  to 
refledt  on  it,  with  (hame  and  confufion  of 
face.  But  the  repentance  that  I  have  de- 
fcribed  from  the  facred  writings,  is  abfolutely 
compleat  in  all  its  parts,  and  contains  in  it  all 
that  repentance  can  imply,  as  arguing  confci- 
ence,  fenfe  of  honour,  and  ingenuity  of  difpo- 
fition,  or  as  implying  the  duty  of  a  rational 
being,  or  as  a  prefcribed  remedy  of  reafon  and 
reveiation,  to  prevent  the  deftrudlive  confe- 
quences  of  fin,  and  reftore  men  to  the  forfeited 
favour  and  acceptance  of  their  God.  A  better 
repentance  thin  this  there  cannot  be,  and 
therefore  it  can  never  need  to  be  repented  of  5 
becaufe  through  the  grace  of  God  in  Chnfh  it 
/liall  be  effedual  to  the  falvation  of  all  that  need 
if,  and  are  found  in  the  due  fincere  exercife  of 
it.      And  this  leads  me  to  the  fecond  general, 

II.  Which  is  to  confider,  ivho  are  the  per^ 
Jons  to  whom  the  fcripture  call  of  repent- 
ance i^  direa:ed  ;  which  our  hleffed  Saviour 
expreilly  informs  us  in  the  words  of  my  text : 
lam  not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  firmer  s  to 
repentance.  As  the  whole  have  no  need  of  a 
F  f  3  phyficiani 
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■phyfutarii  fo  the  righteous  have  no  need  of  re- 
pentance :  'Tis  the  Jick  and  diftempered  that 
need  the  fkilful  fhyficians  affiftance,  2^nAfnners 
that  want  the  facred  prelcription  of  repentance 
to  heal  and  reftore  them. 

I .  Our  blefled  Lord  declares :  I  am  not 
come  to  call  the  righteous  to  repentance-,  and 
from  the  account  I  have  given  you  from  fcrip- 
ture,  it  appears  they  have  ;?o  ;?fri3'^/'/V,  and  in- 
deed cannot  praBife  it,  as  it  implies  an  entire 
alteration  in  the  ftate  of  their  minds,  and  con- 
duct of  their  lives ;  becaufe  both  thefe  are 
in  the  map  already  w^hat  they  fhould  be, 
and  fo  want  no  thorough  and  general  change 
or  alteration.  One  of  the  ancient  commen- 
tators here  remarks  J  :  **  That  v^hen  our  Lord 
faith,  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous  to  repent- 
ance, he  fpeaks  ironically^  meaning :  I  came 
not  to  call  you  to  repentance,  who  are  {^{^ 
righteous,  and  juftify  yourfelves  j  whereas 
in  truth  there  is  none  righteous,  but  all  are 
fmners,  and  Chrift  calls  them,  not  that  they 
fhould  continue  in,  but  repent  of  fin."  But 
this  obfervation  doth  not  Teem  well  grounded, 
fmce  if  they  did  faUely  juftify  themfelves, 
they  had  the  more  need  of  repentance;  and 
were  in  fad:  frequently  called  and  exhorted 
to  it  by  Chrifl.  Our  Lord  doth  not  here 
feem  to  meddle  with  the  chara6ler  of  the 
Pharifees,  nor  to  allow  or  deny  them  that 
fanCtity  to  which  they  pretended ;  but  only 
10  vindicate  himfelf  and   his    own  condud:  in 

X  Theophyl.  in  loc. 
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converling  with  iinners ;  becaufe  as  one  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  office  was  to  preach  the  necef- 
iity  of  repentance,  it  therefore  became  him  to 
converfe  with  finners,  not  as  a  thing  chgible  in 
itfelf,  but  to  call  and  bring  them  to  repentance  ; 
jufkas  a  phyiician  vifits  the  fick,  not  as  a  mat- 
ter of  choice,  and  preferring  converfe  with 
them  before  the  converfation  of  the  found  and 
healthy,  but  to  miniftcr  to  their  cure  and  re- 
llore  them  to  their  health.  When  therefore 
our  blelfed  Lord  declares  that  he  came  not  to 
call  the  righteous  to  repentance,  undoubtedly 

I .  If  there  were  any  perfons  in  the  world, 
who  were  perfeBly  righteous^  and  without  fm, 
the  meaning  would  be,  that  he  was  not  fent  io 
call  them  to  repentance.  For  if  they  were  with- 
out fin,  what  could  they  repent  of?  If  they 
were  perfcdiy  righteous,  what  need  had  they 
of  any  change,  or  how  could  they  alter  for  the 
better  ?  The  holy  angels  of  God,  who  never 
left  their  fir  ft  ftation,  nor  fell  from  their  in- 
tegrity, have  no  need  to  recover  and  reconcile 
themfelves  to  God  by  repentance.  Nor  had 
our  firft  parents  in  paradife,  whilft  they  con- 
tinued in  a  flate  of  innocence,  and  retained  that 
original  perfection  in  which  theirMakercreated 
them.  Repentance  is  no  primary  original  duty 
of  human  nature,  arifing  out  of  their  frame, 
and  necefiarily  conne(^led  with  the  gift  of  be- 
ing. But  it's  2.Jecondary  and  accidental  duty, 
ariling  not  from  the  firft  laws  of  nature,  but 
the  violation  of  thofe  laws,  and  became  ne- 
ceirary  in  confequence  of  the  entrance  of  fin, 
F  f  4  and 
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and  the  forfeiture  of  the  divine  favour.  Bat 
'tis  what  innocence  can  never  want,  and  what 
in  fjch  a  (late  God  will  never  require,  and 
what  he  would  never  have  fent  his  Son  into 
the  world  to  call  men  to,  had  they  not  all 
been  finners  againfl  him,  had  they  not  for- 
feited his  favour,  and  ftood  in  need  of  this 
metiiod  to  reftore  them  to  it.  But  though 
fuch  righteous  perfons  could  never  have  needed 
repentance,  yet  as  there  are  no  fuch  righteous 
perfons  in  our  v/orld,  our  Saviour  doth  not 
ieem  to  intend  thefe  in  the  v/ords  of  my  text. 
But  then, 

2.  The  jfcriptures  fpeak  of  righteous  perfons 
i?i  a  lej's  perfeEi  fcnj'e ;  fach  who  though  they 
are  not  abiblutely  free  from  all  fin,  yet  are 
really  poiTelTed  of  the  inward  difpoiitions  of  ho- 
linefs,  .and  govern  their  lives  by  the  principles 
of  a  divine  faith,  and  make  it  their  conftant 
ftudy  and  care  to  approve  themfelves  to  God, 
by  a  fteady  and  uniform  practice  of  the  du- 
ties they  ov/e  to  God  and  man,  and  who 
therefore,  as  St.  'john  exprelfes  it,  are  righteous 
hccGufe  they  do  right eoujhcj's  *  ;  righteous  in 
the  main  cf  their  charader,  and  in  the 
ejlimaticn  and  gracious  acceptance  of  God.  Such 
as  Job  is  defcribed  to  be,  who  was  perfect 
and  upright,  that  feared  God  and  ejchewed 
evil-f  :  or  as  Zecharias  and  Rltzabeth,  who 
were  both  righteous  before  God,,  walking  in  all 
the  commandments  and  ordinances  oj  the  Lord 
blamelejs  %;  i.  e.  fo  blamelefs  as  to  be  guilty  of 

.         *  ijohniii.  7.        f  Job  i.  I.  %  Luke  i.  6. 
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no  wilful  and  habitual  negleds  of  their  duty, 
or  to  aft  contrary  to  it  in  any  known  or 
grofs  inftance  whatfoever ;  and  fuch  as  our 
bleffed  Lord  defcribes  in  Nathanielf  who  was 
an  Ifraelite  i?ideedy  in  whofn  there  was  no  guile  |[. 
Now  though  perfons  of  this  excellent  cha- 
rader,  and  even  the  very  bed  of  men,  are 
not  abfolutely  perfect  and  righteous  with- 
out fin,  but  have  their  failings,  and  are  con- 
fcious  to  their  errors,  and  fo  on  this  account 
have  need  of  repentance,  as  that  implies  walking 
humbly  before  God,  maintaining  a  broken  and 
contrite  fpirity  and  the  acknowledgment  of 
their  great  unworthinefs  in  the  divine  pre- 
fence ;  yet  as  repentance  implies  the  total 
change  in  the  heart  and  life,  the  alteration 
of  the  whole  moral  temper  and  charad:er, 
'tis  evident  that  perfons  of  this  charafter, 
who  fear  God  and  work  righteoufnefs,  and  walk 
uprightly  before  him,  have  not  need  to  be  re- 
newed by  repentance,  /.  e.  to  undero-o  that 
univerfal  converlion  and  thorough  amendation 
of  themfelves,  which  is  always  fignified  by 
the  term  repentance  in  fcripture;  and  that 
for  this  plain  reafon,  becaafe  they  are  already 
become  what  repentance  is  intended  to  make 
them,  and  are  changed  in  that  very  manner 
as  they  would  be,  were  they  adualiy  to  re- 
pent. And  therefore  Chrifl  did  not  come  to 
call  fuch  as  thefe  to  the  fame  kind  of  repent  ance, 
as  he  did  others,  but  to  encourage  them  to 
improve,  and  to  carry  on  that  blcffed  change 

II  John  i.  47. 
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which  is  begun  in  them  towards  perfedion  % 
to  alTure  them  of  his  Father's  forgivenefs  and 
mercy,    and  that   as    renewed    and  changed 
they  ihall  obtain  an  inheritance  amongji  them 
that  arefanBified  by  faith  in  him.    His  dod:rine 
and   mediation  is   equally   necefTary  to  them 
and  others,  and  though  they  are  by  the  grace 
of  God  in   that   difpofition    and   ftate,    into 
^vhich   repentance  is  defigned    to    introduce 
men  ;  yet  as  in  their  heft  eftate  they  are  here 
greatly  imperfecft  and  chargeable  with  nume- 
rous defeds,   they  can  have  no  juft  founda- 
tion for  the  hope  oi final  ahfrAution,  and  eternal 
falvation^  "but  through  his  merits  and  intercef- 
lion,  who  alone  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utter jnofi 
all  that  come  unto  God  by  hhn.     And  we  may 
add   on   this  head,  that  all  who,   under  the 
Chriftian  difpenfation,  are  thus  formed  into^ 
■  and    made    partakers  of  God's   holinefs,  and 
thus   moulded  into    the   righteous  difpofition 
and  character,  whether    it    be   by   a  gradual 
progrefs  from  the  firfl  beginning  of  life,  or  by 
virtue  of  the  exercife  of  a  lincere  repentance  ; 
owe  this  their    happy   condition  to  the  pow- 
erful efficacy  of  his  word,  and  the  concurring 
influences  of  his  Spirit  5  and  fo  are  what  they 
are  by  his  grace,  and  have  therefore  reafon   to 
acknowledge   it   to  the  glory  of  his  care  and 
goodnefs ;   and  their  having  no  need  of  being 
called  to   repentance,    is   becaufe    they    have 
been   effedually    called   by   him    to   it,    and 
formed  by  him  into  that  neiu  man^  v/hich  after 
God  is  created  in  right eoufnefs  and  true  holinefs. 
And  therefore, 

r  It 
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3.  It  appears  that  Chriji  came  properly  to  call 
Jinners  to  repentance-,  finners,  not  in  that  general 
(cvL^Q  in  which  all  men,  even  the  bed  of  men, 
are  finners,  but  as  that  term  implies  in  the 
New  Teftament  fuch  as  are  dead  in  trefpajfes  and 
fms^Jiich  as  have  walked  according  to  the  courfe 
of  this  world,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  fie fi  and 
of  the  mind,  who  have  been  under  the  influence 
of  that  fenfual  difpofition  which  is  e?imity  to 
God,  and  is  notfubjeSl  to  his  law,  and  indeed  can- 
not he,  and  have  departed  from  God  by  wicked 
works.  This  is  evident  from  this  very  con- 
verfation  of  Chrift  with  the  Pharifees,  who 
reproached  him  with  converfing  and  eating 
with  Publicans  and  finners ;  by  which  they 
meant  men  of  immoral,  profligate  characters, 
who  had  lived  regardlefs  of  the  law  of  God, 
and  were  known  to  have  violated  the  efl^entiai 
obligations  of  it.  This  appears  farther  from 
all  thofe  pafl!ages  in  which  the  exhortations 
to  repentance  are  made  in  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  which  are  conftantly  direded  to 
perfons  of  extreamly  bad  characters,  and 
chargeable  with  the  grofl^er  immoralities  of  a 
wicked  life.  In  the  Old  Tefl:ament  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  as  corrupted  by  idolatry,  and  all 
the  vices  of  the  Gentile  world,  are  called  on  to 
repentance ;  and  when  God  faw  that  the 
Ninevites  repented,  'tis  explained  by  their 
turning  from  their  evil  way,  and  the  violence  and 
wickednef  that  was  in  their  hands.  In  the  New 
Tefl:ament  the  exhortation  is  particularly  made 
to  the  'Jews  that  had  perfecutcd  Chriji,  to  the 
Gentiles  who  were  alienated  from  God  by  their 
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wicked  works  of  idolatry  and  vice,  to  difohedient 
children  *,  to  thofe  who  make  rafh  purpofes,  to 
thofe  who  oppofe  the  truth  -f-  of  the  gofpel  doc- 
trine, to  thofe  who  corrupt  and  pervert  it  J,  by 
dod:rines  tending  to  all  impurity  and  vice,  to 
lukewarm  and  indifferent  Chriftians,  who 
have  only  a  name  to  live,  the  form  of  godlinej's 
without  the  power  ||,  to  fuch  as  are  degenerate, 
have  left  their  firfi  love  §,  and  are  fallen  from 
their  former  zeal  in  piety  and  Chriftian  vir- 
tue, and  entered  into  all  the  liberties  of  the 
linful  age  and  generation  in  which  they  live. 
In  a  word,  to  fuch  as  appear  to  be  deftitute 
of  all  the  inward  habits  and  difpofitions  of 
real  piety  and  virtue,  or  to  have  them  greatly 
oppreffed  by  the  ftronger  power  of  fenfual 
affections  and  vicious  habits,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this,  to  have  lived  in  the  allowed 
practice  of  thofe  fins,  that  neceffarily  and 
conflantly  expofe  thofe  who  commit  them  to 
the  righteous  difpleafure  of  God.  And  thefe 
are  perfons  who  need  repentance,  that  en- 
tire change  of  mind  and  life,  which  is  implied 
in  the  fcripture  notion  of  it,  whofe  ruin  is 
unavoidable  without  it,  and  who  are  incapa- 
ble of  falvation,  unlefs  God  create  in  them  a 
clean  heart,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  them', 
unlefs  they  wafh  them,  make  them  clean,  put 
away  the  evil  of  their  doing  from  before  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  ceafe  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do  well  j 
unlefs  they  ^lVQ  fanBified  wholly,  in  their  fpirit, 
foul  and  body,  and  new  created  in  Chrifi  unto  all 

*  Matt.  xxi.  29.  t  2Tim.  ii,  25.  X  Rev,  H.  16. 
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good  worh.     And  from  what  hath  been  faid 
on  this  fubjed:  we  may  infer, 

1 .  How  unreafonable  the  cavil  of  the  'Jews, 
and  particularly  of  the  PharifeeSy  againfl  our 
blefTed  Lord,  for  his  converfing,  eating  and 
drinking  with  finners  was  -,  fince  he  converfed 
with  them,  not  to  encourage  them  in  Jin  by  his 
dodtrine  and  example,  but  to  recover  ^.ndjave 
them  from  it.  If  thefe  proud  and  opinionated 
Pharifecs  thought  themfelves  too  good  to  need 
any  repentance,  and  on  this  account  rejeded 
his  exhortations  to  it,  and  refufed  familiarity 
and  friend  (hip  with  him  becaufe  he  preiTed  it 
on  them,  and  threatened  them  with  the  divine 
anger  without  it,  and  thus  turned  away  from 
the  phyfician  that  would  and  could  have  healed 
them,  was  it  therefore  unreafonable  he  fhould 
fliew  his  compaflion  to  others,  who  were  will- 
ing to  receive  and  fubmit  to  his  advice  ;  or 
could  he  be  polluted  by  viliting  them,  whom 
he  attended  to  reftore  to  health  and  foundnefs 
of  mind  by  the  falutary  inftrudions  he  gave 
them,  and  doctrines  of  righteoufnefs  he  taught 
them.  His  very  miffion  from  heaven  was 
peculiarly  to  the  loji  jJjeep  of  the  hoiife  of  Ifrael, 
to  J'eek  and  to  Jave  them,  to  fave  them  by  re- 
pentance and  converiion  to  God  ;  and  there- 
fore his  affociating  with  finners  was  as  neceflary 
to  anfwer  this  important  end,  as  the  attendance 
of  the  phyfician  on  they^H',  to  know  their  ma- 
lady, and  prefcribe  the  proper  remedies  for 
their  recovery.     But 

2.  What  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjed  fhews 
the  benevolent  intention  of  our  bleffed  Lord's 

coming 
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coming  into  the  world ;  it  was  to  encourage 
and  jirengthen  the  righteous  in  all  their  beft  dif- 
pofitions   and  coarfes,   and  to  reclaim  Jinners 
from  thofe  paths  that  lead  to,  and  if  not  timely- 
retreated  from,   muft  end  in  their  eternal   de- 
ftrudtion.     The   "Jews  had  formed   to  them- 
felves   quite  different  notions  concerning  the 
appearance  of  the  Meffiah ;  notions   fuited  to 
their  corrupt  prejudices,  affedlions,  views  and 
hopes ;     notions    of   temporal    dominion    and 
grandeur,    of  their    poileffing  in  the  greateffc 
abundance  all  the  various  means  of  gratifying 
their  ambition,  pride  and   avarice.     But   God 
was  pleafed  to  referve  for  mankind  a  noSIer  kind 
of  blej/ing  in   the  perfon  and  kingdom  of  the 
Mejjiah ;  a  bleffing  not  to  a  particular  people, 
but  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth;  a  bleffing 
not  relative  only  to  the  prefent  worlds  out   of 
which   all  mull  die,  but   to  that  eternal Jiatey 
in  which  our  lot  is   to  be  immutably  fixed. 
God,  when  he  promifed  him  to  mankind,  pro- 
mifed  him  as  a  Saviour  from  fin,  that  one  great, 
ccmprehenlive,  fubftantial  evil  of  human  na- 
ture,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  canpoffibly 
hurt  us,  and   prevent  our   attaining  the   true 
happinefs  of  our  beings.     God  fent  him  pecu- 
liarly to  finners,  becaufe  they  needed  him.    He 
fent  him  to  call  them  to  repentance ^  becaufe  this 
was  a  remedy   abfolutely  neceffary  to  recover 
them  from  the  ruin  of  it.     He  fent  him  as  the 
phyiician  of  the  fouls  of  men,  to  heal  their  dif- 
orders,    to   prevent    their  growing  incurable, 
and  bringing  on  eternal  death.   Oh  how  bene- 
volent, 
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volent,  how  godlike  the  deiign !  How  wor- 
thy of  infinite  goodnefs  is  a  Saviour  fent  on  this 
gracious  errand !  To  be  deHvered  from  crimi-r 
nal  affections,  from  finful  paffions,  from  the 
ilavery  of  fin,  and  thofe  evil  pra<5tices  that  of- 
fend God,  and  injure  our  fouls  -,  and  to  be  re- 
stored to  health  and  liberty  and  peace  of  mind, 
to  be  reconciled  to  God  by  holy  affedions  and 
permanent  habits  of  virtue,  to  be  rendered  fu- 
perior  to  the  temptation  of  life,  and  refcued 
from  the  foul  corruptions  of  it;  to  be  difpofed 
for  the  exercife  of  every  grace,  and  enabled  to 
pradlife  every  divine  and  humane  virtue  -,  to  be 
brought  back  from  our  wanderings  from  God, 
and  recovered  to  his  image  and  likenefs;  to  fub- 
mit  to  him  as  our  Lord,  to  delight  in  him  as 
our  happinefs,  to  ferve  him  as  our  Mafi;er,  to 
honour  him  as  our  Lord,  to  be  accepted  of  him, 
and  to  our  happinefs  in  him  as  our  portion 
and  exceeding  great  reward :  This  is  falvation 
in  the  nobleft  fenfe  of  the  word,  this  is  happi- 
nefs in  its  fulled  extent,  this  is  mercy  furpaf- 
fing  every  thing  elfe  that  can  be  called  fo,  and 
grace  that  fliall  be  adored,  admired  and  cele- 
brated throughout  the  longed  age  of  eternity. 
Shew  me  this  mercy,  O  God,  and  I  have  the  full 
complement  of  my  wiffies !  Be  thou,  O  Son  of 
God,  a  Saviour  to  me  in  this  refpe<f{:,  and  I 
fhali  fear  no  other  kind  of  evil,  nor  defire  a 
more  fub'dantial  and  permanent  redemption  ! 

3.  Tliis  account  of  repentance  may  help  us 
to  farm  a  right  judgment  of  oiirfelves,  and  to 
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pafs  the  proper  fentence  upon  our  ftate  and 
condition.  Perfons  who  have  been  guilty  of 
imlful  and  prefumptuGiis  Jinsy  whofc  former 
lives  have  been  a  continual  oppofition  to  the 
defigns  of  God's  grace,  and  fpent  in  an  habi- 
tual violation  of  his  hcly  laws,  have  Jieed  o^thdit 
repCTztance  which  confiils  in  an  entire  alteration 
of  the  fiate  of  their  minds,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  their  whole  converfation  and  pra6lice. 
And  this  change  can  fcarce  ever  be  efFeded 
without  that  forrow  and  grief,  that  invv'ard 
fliame  and  confunon,  that  felf- abhorrence, 
that  refentment  and  indignation  againft  them- 
felves,  tliX)fe  flrong  fears  and  terrors,  thofe 
eager  deiires  of  converfion  and  reformation, 
that  revenge  upon  their  finful  paffions  and 
habits,  and  thofe  flruggles  and  conflids  within 
their  own  breafts,  which  naturally  refult  from 
the  convidion  of  lin,  and  that  view  of  the 
deftrudive  confequences  of  it  which  arife 
from  fuch  a  convidlion.  But  the  cafe  of  others 
is  very  di^erent.  They  have  been  preferved 
from  thefe  enormities,  they  have  been  trained 
uo  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  and 
the  bleffing  of  a  religious  education,  to  piety 
and  virtue,  and  have  never  in  any  remark- 
able inflances  deviated  from  the  facred  path 
of  religion,  nor  tranfgreffed,  by  prefumptuous 
fins,  the  commands  of  God,  and  have  thus 
grown  up  to  the  temper  and  behaviour  of  true 
religion,  and  therefore  cannot  perceive  any  ab- 
folute  and  entire  alteration  of  principles,  fen^. 
timents,  convidions,  difpofitions   and  adions, 

and 
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3nd  have  never  felt  thofe  Urong  terrors,  thofe 
awful  fears,  that  felf-abhorrence  and  the  like 
(JiftrefTing  paflions,  that  are  necelTary  ingredi- 
ents in    the   repentance  of  others.      But  let 
them  not  from  hence    fufpedt   the  fafety    of 
their   ftate,    or  their  in te reft    in    the  mercy 
and  falvation  of  God.     Rather  let  them   be 
thankful  for  the  preventing  grace  that  hath 
been  vouchfafed   them,  raid   rejoice  that  God 
hath  faved    them    from   thofe  corruptioes  of 
vice,  by  which  others   have  endangered  their 
eternal    falvation.     if  they  have  not  wounded 
their  confciences    by  prefumptuous  fins,    'tis 
impoflible  they    fliould   feel    that    fmart    and 
pain  that  attends  the  healing  of  thofe  wounds, 
or  need  that  feverity  of  cure,  that  is   necelTary 
in  the  cafe  of  others.     If  they  are,  what  the 
bitternefs  of  repentance  (hould   make  them, 
all  is   well,  and  they  need  not  feek  or  be   in 
pain  for  more.     And  if  they  cannot  date  the 
time,  or  fix  the  period  when  their  converfion 
to  God  began,  they  fhould   rejoice   that  their 
converfion  to  God  is  real,  and  that  they  are, 
without  the    terrors  of  an  avvakened  confci- 
ence,  what  thofe  terrors  are  intended  to  pro- 
duce.    If  their  humilitv   for  the  obferved  er- 
rors of  their  lives  be  real,  and  their  endeavours 
to  perfevere  in  the  Chriftian  temper  and  life  be 
habitual,  and  their  governing  defire  is   to    be 
finally  accepted  of  God ;  they  have  no  reafon 
to  fufped:  the   fafety   of  their  condition,   but 
fliould  acknowledge  it  as  a  fmgular  blefling  of 
God,  that  they  have  been  preferved  from  the 
Vol.  II.  Of  ^  fnares 
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fnares  of  a  wicked  life,  and  go  on  their  way 
rejoicing,  fully  aiTured  that  he  who  hath  begun 
the  good  work  within  them,  will  continue  to. 
perJeSl  it  till  the  day  of  Chriji  ;  always  remem-( 
bering,  that  the  very  hope  of  the  affiftance 
and  guidance  of  God,  is  the  great  motive  that 
fhould  m-ake  them  watchfid  over  themfelves, 
and  excite  t'nem  to  all  diligence  to  make  their 
calling  and  ek^ionjur^. 


\ 


S  E  R- 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    XXI. 

The  Importance  of  Gofpel  Repentance. 

Acts   xi.  i8. 

When  they  heard  thefc  things^  they  held  their 
peace,  and  glorified  God,  faying,  'Then  hath 
God  alfo  to  the  Gentiles '  granted  repentance 
unto  life. 

r^ORNELIUSy  a  Roman  Centurion, 
^  was  a  convert  from  Paganifm  to  the 
knowledge  and  worfhip  of  the  true  God. 
About  the  ninth  hour  of  the  day,  i.  e.  three  of 
the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  one  of  the  fated 
hours  of  prayer,  and  the  time  of  the  evening 
facrifice,  he  had  a  clear  vifion  of  an  Angel 
from  heaven,  aiTuring  him  that  his  prayers 
and  alms  were  accepted  of  God,  and  com- 
manding him  to  fend  to  foppaioi  Simon  Peter, 
that  he  might  receive  inftrudtion  from  him, 
what  God  had  ordered  him  farther  to  do. 
In  obedience  to  his  vifion  he  immediately 
fends  for  Peter,  who  having  been  prepared 
before  hand  by  a  vifon  that  he  alio  had 
received,  went  with  the  meffengers  Cornelius 
had  fen t  to  him.  Pf/ffr  preaches  the  gofpel 
G  ^  z     '  to 
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to  him,  and  declares  that  imhofoe'ver  believes  in 
him  fiould  receive  the  remijjion  of  Jins.  And 
•whilji  he  was  fpeaking  thele  worcs,  the  Holy 
Ghoji,  m  his  extr:iordinary  piis,  Jell  on  Come hus 
and  all  them  that  were  with  him^  though  they 
had  none  of  them  received  circuincificn, 
nor  fubriiitted  to  the  ceremonial  part  of  the 
law  of  Mofes.  And  by  thus  receiving  the 
Holy  Ghort,  they  were  declared  juftijud  and 
accepted  of  God  by  faith  only,  without  any 
regard  to  the  works  of  the  law.  On  this 
the  Apoftle  commanded  them  immediately 
to  be  baptized  in  tiiC  name  of  Chrift,  and  to 
be  received  and  acknowledged  as  the  genuine 
mt-mbers  of  his  church  and  kin 2;dom.  Soon 
after  tl.is  Peter  goes  to  jerifaUmy  where  his 
conduft  in  this  affair  was  cenfured  by  the 
fewifo  ChriJiiajiSy  who  rvproached  him,  that 
he  Went  into  men  unci/  cmnc  fed,  and  did  eat  with 
the?n.  The  Apcftle  in  vindication  of  himfelf, 
be'ore  the  Apoftles  and  brethren  in  the  city, 
related  the  who^e  m.atter  from  the  beginning, 
giving  them  an  iiccount  of  his  own  viiion, 
and  of  his  being  commanded  by  the  Spirit  to 
go  with  the  melTengers  o't  Cornelius  \  of  his 
preaching  the  golpel  to  them,  and  their  im- 
rriediateiy  receiving  the  Spirit  of  God,  in 
conftquence  of  their  faith  in  Chrift.  Upori 
this  evidtnt  proof  of  God's  accepting  the 
Gentiles  upon  their  believing,  they  all  held 
their  peace,  and  inflead  of  contending  any 
farther  with  Peter  for  his  conduct,  they  glo- 
rifed  God,  and  in  the  aftonifliment  of  their 
hearts,   cried  cut  in  tl:e   words  of  my  text : 


Tihen 
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Then  hathGodalfoto  the  Gentiles  granted  repent^ 
afice  unto  life ;  brought  them  to  repentance 
by  the  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  granted  them 
the  benefit  of  it,  even  lite  everlafting,  imme- 
diately upon  their  faith  in  Chrift,  without  cir- 
cumcifion,  and  conformity  to  the  rites  of  the 
Mofaic  law.  It  was  this  that  created  their 
aftonilliment,  that  God  {hould  admit  the  un- 
circum.cifed  Gentiles  to  the  benefit  of  repent- 
ance, and  hereby  declare  that  the  works  of  the 
law  were  not  at  all  necefiary  to  juftification  and 
eternal  life.  Then  hath  God  aljb  to  the  Gentiles 
granted  repentance  unto  life.  And  as  I  have 
from  a  former  fubjedt  fhewn  you  the  nature  o^ 
repentance^  as  laid  down  in  the  facred  writ- 
ingSj  I  fliall  from  thefe  words  endeavour  to 
reprefent  to  you 

I.  The  importance  and  necejjlty  of  it.    And 

II.  The  practical  improijement  of  the  doc- 
trine. 

I.  I  am  to  fet  before  yoii  the  importance 
and  abjolute  neceffity  of  finners  repentance,  in 
the  Chrijlian  fcheme  ;  or  of  that  change  of 
mind  and  alteration  of  life  which  the  Icrip- 
tures  have  infilled  on  as  an  indifpeniible  re- 
quifite  to  pardon  and  refioration  to  God's  fa- 
vour. And  here  the  facred  writings  furnilh 
us  with  a  2[reat  variety  of  confiderations  on 
this  head. 

I.  When  ^ohn  the  Baptijl  was  fent  as 
Chrifi:'s  forerunner  to  prepare  men  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Mcffiah,  and  the  blefijngs  of 
his  kingdom,  this  was  the  great  Jubjeti  on 
which  he  infifled^  that  finners  fhoiild  repent  j  for 
G  g  3  ivhen 
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wheti  he  Jaw  many  of  the  Pharifees  and  Saddu- 
c€es  come  to  his  baptifm,  he  /aid  unto  them  :  O 
generation  of  vipers,  who  hath  warned  you  to  fee 
from  the  wrath  to  co?ne  ?  Bring  forth  therefore 
fruits  incst  for  repentance  -f.  i.  e.  Repent  of 
your  fins,  and  fhew  the  fubflantial  fruits  of 
it  by  reforination  and  amendment  :  And  the 
fubjedt  of  his  preaching  in  the  wilderncfs 
was  :  Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
at  hand%.  And  therefore  he  declared,  that 
the  baptifm  he  adminiftered  was  the  haptifmof 
repentance.  Ibaptize youwith water  unto  repent- 
ance ||,  to  fhew  you  that  'tis  as  neceflary  your 
minds  fiiould  be  wafhed  clean  from  your 
former  fins,  as  that  your  bodies  fliould  be 
waflied  and  purified  by  water.  And  there- 
fore St.  Pcul  declared  to  the  Chriflians  at 
Antioch  in  Pifidia,  ih2.tyohnfrf  preached  before 
the  coming  of  Chrifi  the  bapttfm  of  repentance 
to  all  the  people  of  Ifrael\.  The  fame  he  alfo 
declared  to  the  difciples  of  Ephefus.  And  ac- 
cordingly thofe  who  came  to  him  to  receive 
baptifm  from  him,  were  baptized,  confefjing  their 
fins  *,  which  v/as  one  evidence  that  they  ex- 
ercifed  repentance  for  them.  So  that  the 
importance  and  neceflity  of  repentance  ap- 
pears from  hence,  that  the  kingdom  of  God 
was  opened  by  the  preaching  of  this  dodlrine, 
and  'twas  by  the  profeffion  and  exercife  of 
this,  that  fmners  were  prepared  for  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  it. 
In  like  manner 

t  Mart,  iii,  7,8.        %  Matt.  lii.  2.       |]  Ver.  11.       §  Ads 
xiii.  24.  *  Ads  xix.  4. 

2.  Our 
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2.  Our  blejfed  Saviour  '\\\vs\i^i  began  his  mi^ 
nijlry  by  the  fame  exhortation  to  repentance. 
ye/us  began  to  preach  and  to  fay :  Repent,  jor 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand  -f-  j  hereby 
declaring^  that  the  repentance  of  linners  was 
a  neceffary  preparative  to  become  hi^  difci- 
ples,  and  to  enjoy  the  benefits  that  were  to 
take  place  under  that  difpenfation  and  fpi- 
ritual  kingdom,  that  God  by  him  intended 
to  introduce  into  the  world.  And  therefore 
he  declares,  that  one  principal  intention  of 
his  coming  into  the  world  was^  to  callfinners 
to  repentance.  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righ^ 
ieous,  bntfinners  to  repentance  (|.  So  that  repent- 
ance is  of  that  importance  and  neceffity,  as 
that  th^  great  defign  of  our  Lord's  manifefta- 
tion  in  the  fleih,  was  to  bring  men  to  it,  and 
his  gofpel  may  be  truly  confidered  in  all  the 
branches  of  it,  as  his  affedtionate  and  au- 
thoritative call  to  all  men  to  the  exercife  of  it. 
Hence,  when  he  found  that  neither  his  doc- 
trine nor  miracles  had  any  good  effed:  upon 
the  obftinate  people  to  whom  he  was  per- 
fonally  fent,  he  feverely  reproached  them  for 
their  obftinacy  and  incorrigiblenefs.  He  began 
to  upbraid  the  cities^  ivhereiji  inofi  of  his  mighty 
works  were  done,  becaife  they  repented  not  %•■,  and. 
fpeaking  of  fohn  the  Baptift\  he  tells  the 
^ews  :  John  came  to  you  in  the  way  of  right e- 
oufnej's,  and  ye  believed  hi?n  not ;  but  the  publi- 
cans and  the  harlots  believed  him.  And  ye  when 
ye  hadfeen  it,  repented  not  afterwards ,  that  ye 

t  Matt,  iv.  17.  jl  Matt.  ix.  13;  %  Matt.  xi.  20. 

O'  g  4  might 
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might  believe  him^.  And  therefore  to  fhew 
them  their  danger,  and  awaken  them  if  pof- 
fible  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  and  intereft,  he 
declares  with  the  utmoft  folemnity,  that  with* 
out  repentance  their  ruin  was  unavoidable. 
/  tell  you  :  Except  you  repent  yefiallall  likewife 
ferijij  -f- ;  peri(h  by  as  fevere  and  remarkable 
a  vengeance,  as  thofe  Galileans  did,  whoje 
blood  Pilate  had  mingled  ivith  their  Jacrijices. 
And  as  our  bieiled  Saviour  was  thus  a  preacher 
of  repentance  himfelf,  fo  he  commijjioned  his 
Apoftles  to  preach  the  fame  dotlrine  both  to  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  For  but  a  little  before  his  final 
removal  fr6m  them,  he  faid  unto  them  :  Thus 
it  is  ivritten,  and  thus  it  behoved  Chriji  to 
Juff'er,  and  to  arijefrcm  the  dead  the  third  day  -, 
and  that  repentance  andremijjion  of  fins  fiould  be 
preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations^  begin- 
ning at  ^ervfalem  J.  And  when  St.  Paul 
had  his  commiffion  from  Chrift  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  the  Gentiles,  'twas  in  thefe  terms  -, 
to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  dark- 
nefs  to  light  i  and  from  the  power  of  Jatan  unta 
God^.  i.  e.  As  the  Apoitle  himfelf  under- 
flood  it,  to  bring  thetn  to  repe?jtance.  So  that 
this  was  one  great  defign  of  the  Apoftlefhip 
itfelf,  and  therefore  muft  be  a  principal  inten- 
tion of  the  gofpel  miniflry,  to  perfuade  fin- 
ners  10  be  reconciled  to  God  by  repentance  and 
reformation.  This  v.'ili  appear  farther  if  we 
conlider, 

*  Matt.  xxi. -32.  t  Luke  xiii   5.  %  Luke  xxlv. 

46,  47.  ^  Acls  xxvi.  20. 

3.  That 
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3.  That  in  obedience  to  this  commiffion, 
the  Apojlles  made  this  one  conftant  fubjeSi  of 
their  minijiryy  and  preached  it  every  where  as 
an  eilential  part  of  the  dodrine  and  rehgion  of 
Chrifl.  Thus,  during  the  life  and  miniftry  of 
Chriil  himfelf  they  went  out  and  preached  that 
men  JJjoidd  repent  ^%  becaufe  all  men  needed  it, 
even  the  yeii;s  themfelves  as  well  as  the  Gen- 
tiles, And  St.  Peter  in  the  name  of  all  the 
Apoflles  tells  the  jews,  in  anfwer  to  their 
queftion  :  Afen  and  brethren,  what  fiall  we  do  F 
Repent,  faith  he,  every  one  of  you  -f- ;  and  St* 
Paul  tells  king  Agrippa :  That  in  obedience 
to  the  heavenly  vifion,  he  JJ:}ewedfrJ}  unto  them 
of  Dd?nafcus,  and  at  ferufalem,  and  throughout 
all  the  coafls  of  fudea,  and  then  to  the  Gentiles, 
that  theyfiould  repent,  and  turn  unto  God,  and 
do  works  meet  for  repentance  J.  And  to  the 
Elders  of  the  church  of  Ephejus,  he  declares  : 
That  the  great  fubjeds  he  infilled  on,  and  tef- 
tified  both  to  fews  and  Gentiles,  were  repent- 
ance towards  God,  andjaith  towards  our  Lord 
yefus  Chrifi  ||.  Thefe  were  the  dodlrines  which 
he  knew  to  be  prof  table  to  all  men,  and  that 
counfel  of  God  which  he  had  not  fhunned.to  de- 
clare to  them.  And  becaufe  he  was  confcious 
to  himfelf  that  he  had  adied  with  the  utmoft 
integrity  in  thus  fulfilling  his  Apofile£hip,  he 
could  fay  with  the  utmcft  afTurance  :  PFherefore 
I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure 
from  the  blood  of  all  men  §  ;    plainly  declaring, 

■   Mark  vi.    12.      f  Afts  ii.  37,  38.       J  Ads  xxvii.  lo,  10. 
I  Ads  XX.  21.         §  Ver.  26. 

that 
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that  had  he  not  preached  repentance  as  well  as 
faithy  he  had  been  unfaithful  to  his  truft  from 
God,  and  chargeable  with  the  deftrudion  of 
finners  themfelves.  And  therefore  repentance 
mufc  be  oi  ih.Q  great eji  importance  in  Chriftia- 
nity,  as  it  was  one  principal  part  of  the  errand 
on  which  the  Apoftles  were  fent  into  the  worldj 
and  a  fubjedl  on  which  they  continually  infifted 
before  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  to  point  out  the 
proper  work  and  duty  of  the  go/pel  miiiifiryi  in 
all  fucceeding  ages,  and  how  thofe  employed 
in  it  nrsight  fini(h  it  with  joy,  and  the  reviving 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience. 

4.  The  *exprefs  command  of  God  to  repent ^ 
fhews  the  farther  importance  and    indifpenfiblc 
necejjity  of  it.     Thus  in  the  Old  Tellament  : 
T^hus  faith  the  "Lord  God,  repent  and  turn  your- 
felves  from  your  idols,  and  turn  away  your  faces 
from  ail  your  abominations^^.     To  this  com- 
mand God  adds  the  moil:  affedionate  perfua- 
.fions  and  intreaties.     Repe?it   and   turn   away 
your  felves  from  all  your  tranfgrejjions,  fo  iniquity 
foal  I  not  be  your   ruin.     Caji  away  all  your 
tranf^refjions,  whereby  you   have  tranfgreffed^ 
and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpiriti 
For  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Tfrael?    For  I 
have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  him  that  diet  hi 
faith  the  Lord  God.     V/herejore  turn  yourfelves 
and  live  -j^.     And  in  like  manner  in  the  New 
Teftament.     In  the  Areopagus   at  Athens  St. 
Paul   publicly    declares,     that    though    God 

•  Ezek.  xiv.  6.         f  Ezsk.  xviii.  30—32, 

winked 
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winked  at  the  times  of  paft  ignorance,  yet  now, 
viz.  by  the  gofpel  revelation,  he  commandeth 
all  men  every  where  to  repent '^'^  And  our 
bleffed  Lord  in  his  meffage  to  the  Angels  of 
the  churches  of  Ephefus  and  Fergamos,  com- 
mands them  to  repent,  and  remejnber  from 
whence  they  are  fallen^  and  do  their  fir Ji  work  §. 
So  that  repentance  is  a  duty  enforced  by  the 
fiipremn  authority  of  God,  and  by  the  exprefs 
command  of  our  Lord  fefus  Chrifi,  and  cannot 
be  omitted  and  refufed  without  the  mofl:  aggra- 
vated guilt,  and  high  difobedience  to  his  fove- 
reign  will  and  pleafure.  And  the  more  ready 
and  chearful  fubmiffion  is  due  to  this  ct>mmand 
of  God  and  our  Redeemer,  becaufe  'tis  a  com- 
mand refulting  from  the  abfolute  reSlitude  of 
the  divine  nature,  di dated  by  the  mod:  gene- 
rous concern  for  the  welfare  and  fafetv  of  fin- 
ners  themfelves,  and  the  compHance  with 
which  faves  them  from  the  moft  entire  and  fub~ 
ftantial  deftrudion,  and  introduces  them  into 
the  moft  valuable  and  durable  privileges. 
Again  farther, 

5.  The  great  importance  of  repentance  ap- 
pears, in  that 'tis  one  efential  part  of  the  ver^ 
falvation  of  the  gofpel,  and  what  God  hath 
exalted  our  blejjed  Lord,  and  conftituted  him 
Prince  and  Saviour  for  the  very  end  and purpofe 
of  beftowing.  Thus  St.  Feter  in  the  name 
of  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles  affured  the  High 
Prieft  and  JewiJJj  council,  that  the  Jejus 
whom  they  hadflain,  and  hanged  on  a  tree,  Gcd 

*  Ads  xvii.  30.         §  Rev.  ii.  5 — 16. 

had 
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had  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince 
and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and 
forgivenefs  of  fins  *.  The  name  ordered  to  be 
given  him  by  an  Angel  from  heaven,  beford 
his  birth,  was  that  of  fefus,  or  The  Saviour, 
becaufe /^^  was  to  fave  his  people  Jrom  their 
fins  '\- ',  and  he  was  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of 
power  in  heaven  itfelf,  that  he  might  be  in- 
veftcd  more  abundantly  with  all  the  preroga- 
tives of  a  Saviour,  and  receive  the  full  autho- 
rity that  was  necelTary  to  his  conferring  falva- 
tion  upon  the  children  of  men.  But  what  is 
his  proper  work  as  Prince  and  Saviour  f  What 
xh^falvatidn  he  is  empowered  to  beftow  ?  A 
falv  at  ton  from  fin,  from  all  the  ruinous  corife- 
quences  of  it,  affe(^ing  the  moral  charader^ 
or  the  (late  and  condition  of  mankind.  If  we 
confider  fin  as  the  corruption  of  our  natures, 
difaffediing  us  to  and  alienating  us  from  God, 
enflaving  us  to  bad  affedions  and  criminal  pur- 
fuits,  and  a  continual  deviation  from  our  pro- 
per duty,  and  higheft  happinefs  -,  Chrifl  ad:s 
the  part  of  a  Saviour  in  this  view  by  bringing 
us  to  repentance ;  which,  as  I  have  fhewn 
you,  implies  the  change  of  the  mind  iw^  its 
inward  paffions  and  affedions,  and  a  correfpon- 
dent  alteration  in  the  whole  of  our  future  be- 
haviour and  life.  And  'tis  the  great,  the  prin- 
cipal end  of  his  advancement  to  this  high 
dignity  and  power  of  Prince  and  Saviour,  to 
carry  on  this  repentance  of  finners,  and  their 

*  Adls  V.  30,  31.  t  Matt.  i.  21. 
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fincere  return  and  reconciliation  to  God.  To 
fave  us  by  repentance  is  an  inftance  of  God's 
noblefl  companion  and  mercy  to  us.  'Tis  a 
falvation  of  the  utmofl  importance,  and  what 
lays  the  recovered  peninent  under  the  ilrongeft 
obh'gations  to  Chrift,  who  hath  fought  and 
favcd  him  though  loft,  recovered  him  irom  his 
wandering,  reitored  him  to  his  reafon  and 
fenfes,  refcued  him  from  the  mod  fervile  and 
deftruclive  bondage,  formed  him  into  that  dif- 
pofition  of  mind,  and  reconciled  him  to  that 
courft;  of  life,  on  which  his  own  eternal  peace 
and  happinefs,  as  well  as  his  prefent  honour 
and  comfort  have  fo  neceffary  and  abfolute  a 
dependence.  So  that  true  repentance  is  of  the 
fame  importance  with  falvation  itfelf.  It  is 
the  firft  begin?iing  of  eternal  redemption^  and 
upon  the  gofpel  fcheme,  it  is  impoliible  that 
Chriil:  can  be  a  Saviour  to  us,  fo  as  to  deliver 
us  from  the  condemnation  of  iin  by  granting 
us  the  forgivenefs  of  it,  unlefs  he  firft  fave  us 
from  the  corruption  and  power  of  it,  by  a  fin- 
cere  and  unfeigned  repentance  and  converfion. 
And  this 

6.  Shews  the  indifpenfihle  nece£lty  and  perpe- 
tual obligation  of  true  repentance,  in  that  the 
rem'i[jion  of  our  fins  ^  and  our  rejloration  to  a  ft  ate 
of  peace  and  acceptance  ivith  Gody  abfolutely 
depends  on,  and  can  never  be  obtained  with-r 
out  it.  Men  who  have  been  deljrous  to  pre- 
ferve  to  themfelves  the  liberty  of  finning, 
and  at  the  fame  time  not  to  incur  the  pu- 
nifliment  attending  it^  have  made  it  their 
enquiry,    as  Balak  the   Moabitifi   king  did.: 

W/jere'with 
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Wherewith  JJmll  I  come  before  the  tiord^  and  how 
my felf  before  the  high  God?  Shall  I  give  this  or 
the  other  precious  iacrifice  for  my  tranfgreffion, 
and   the  iin   of  my  foul  ?  What  coinmutation 
iliali  I  make  fur  my  crimes,  that  I  may  go  on 
with  freedom  and  impunity  ?  But  all  enquiries 
of  this  kind  are   abfolutely  fruitlcfs,  and  there 
can  be  no  other  fair,  candid,  and  honeft  anfwer 
given  io  them  but  this :  That  there  is  and  can 
be  no  kind  of  iacrifice  offered,  that  can  fecure 
the  final  remifiTon  of  fins,  but  ih^  facrifce  of  a 
broken  and  contrite  heart,  or  fuch  a  repentance 
for  fm,  as  fhall  not  need  to  be  repented  of.     No- 
thing can  be  more  exprefs  than  the  gofpel  re- 
velation in  this  article.     Thus  Feter  to  the 
fews :  Repent  and  be  converted,  that  your  fins 
may  be  blotted  out,  fince  the  times  of  refrefiment 
(ire  come  from  the  pre  fence  of  the  Lord,  and 
fince  'tis  to  you  firjl  God  having  raifed  up  his 
Son  fcfus,  hath  fent  him  to  blej's  you,  in  turn- 
ing away  every  one  of  you  from  his  iniquities  -j-. 
And  when  our  bleiled  Lord  commiffioned  his 
difciples,  and  ordered,  that  repentance  and  re- 
7mfjion  of  fins  fioiild  be  preached  in  his  name, 
amongfl  all  nations  ||,    it   was   commiffioning 
them   to  declare   to  all   mankind,  that  there 
could  be  no  remifion  without  repentance.  Hence 
we  find,  that   they   are   infeparably  connecled 
in  the  f^icred  writings,  and  that  forgivenefs  is 
invariably  reprefented  as   the   effedl  and  fruit 
of  repentance,  to  cut  up  all  foundation  oi  the 

t  Adls  iii.  19,  26-.  jl  Lake  xxiv.  47. 

hope 


Serm.  21.    Jmporiance  of  Go/pel  Repentance.       463 

hope  of  mercy  for  unreformed  and  impenitent 
offenders.     And  this 

7.  Is  another  confideration,  that  evinces  the 
great  importance  and  neceffity  of  repentance 
in  religion,  viz.  the  heinous  evil,  and  jatal 
danger  of  impenitence  in  fm,  as  reprefented  by 
divine  revelation.  Thus  'tis  defcribed  as  an 
argument  of  the  deepefl:  corruption,  ftupidity 
and  folly.  Why,  faith  God  by  the  prophet, 
is  this  people  of  ferifalem  fiden  back  by  a  per- 
petual backfliding  -\  .?  i.  e.  To  what  can  be  im- 
puted this  conftant  and  incurable  degeneracy 
and  wickednefs  ?  lihey  hold  fafi  deceit ^  they 
have  no  truth  and  fincerity  in  them.  T^hey 
refufe  to  return.  I  hearkened  and  heard,  but 
they  fpake  not  aright.  No  man  repented  him 
of  his  wickednefs,  faying :  What  have  I  done  f 
Every  one  turned  to  his  courfe,  every  man  pur- 
fued  his  own  vices,  as  the  horfe  rufies  into  the 
battle,  with  a  brutal  obftinacy  and  rafhnefs. 
Tea,  the  fork  in  the  heaven,  knows  her  appointed 
times,  and  the  turtle,  and  the  crane,  and  the 
fwallow  ohferve  the  time  of  their  coming.  But 
my  people  know  not  the  judgment  of  the  Lard, 
They  are  more  inconfiderate  than  the  fowls 
of  the  air^  becaufe  they  coniider  not  their 
own  intered,  nor  take  the  proper  meafures 
to  preferve  themfelves  from  the  judgments  of 
God.  And  thus  in  the  Revelations  of  St. 
'John  J,  'tis  fpoken  of  as  the  bigheft  aggrava- 
tion of  the  fins  of  men,  that  iki^  judgments  of 
G(?^  could  not  bring  them  to  repentance  §,  cure 

7  Jer.  viii.  5 — 7.     %  Rev.  ix.  2o>  21.      §  Rev.  xvi.  9 — 11. 
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them  of  their  idolatries  and   yiceSj  nor  turn 
them  from  their  evil  deeds.     Hence  our  Lord 
feverely  threatens.      Except  ye  repent,  ye  Jhall 
all  likeivije  peri/h^K     And   in   his  mefiage  to 
the  church   oi  Ephefus :  Repent,  or  elfe  I  will 
come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  ■will  remove  thy  can- 
dlejiick  cut  of  its  place,  except   thou  repent  -|-. 
And   to  that  of  Perganios :  Repent,  or  elfe  I 
ivill  come    unto    thee   quickly,    and   will  fght 
againjl  them  with  the  fword  of  my  mouth  J, 
i.  e.   take   away   all   your  Chriftian  privik^ges, 
and   give  you   up   to  deftruclion,  in  my  jud 
difpleaihre.     Hence    'tis    reprefented    by    our 
bleiled  Lcfrd   as   what  excludes  men  from  all 
the  benefits  of  the  kingdom  of  God.      Verily 
I  fay  unto  you,  that  publicans  and  harlots  go  into 
the  kingdom  of  God  before  you.     They  believed 
in  fohn.     But  when  you  hadfeen,  ye  repented 
not,  that  ye  might  believe  him  §.     Nothing  can 
fecure  you  a  fhare  in  the  benefits  of  my  king- 
dom.    Even   thofe    whom    you   condemn    as 
the  very  worft  of  perfons^    are  more  likely  to 
obtain  falvation  than  you.     And   this   impe- 
nitency  in  fin  is   the  mod  heinous,  and   ex- 
pofes    to   a   more    aggravated    condemnation, 
when    perfons  continue    in   it,    though    they 
have  fpace  given  them  for  repentance,    and 
are  powerfully  led   by   the  mercy  and  good- 
nefs  of  God  to  the  exercife  of  it.     Thus  our 
Saviour     declares    of    fome    pretended    pro- 
phetefs  in   the  church  of  ^Thyatira,  defcribed 
under   the   name  of  fezebel,  that  I  gave  her 

«Lukexin.  5.     t  J^ev- "•  5-     J  Ver.  16.     §  Matt.xxi.  32. 
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Jpace  to  repent,    and  Jhe  repented  not  *,   and 
therefore  he  threatens  her  with  the  moft  ex- 
emplary punifliment,  unlefs  Jhe  repented  of  her 
evil  deeds.     And  St.    Paul  tells   the  Romans, 
that  fuch  who  are  under  the  poffeffion  and  in- 
fluence  of  an   hard  and  impenitent   heart,  do 
treafure  up  to  themfehes  'wrath  againji  the  day 
of  wrath y  and  the   revelation   of  the   righteous 
judgment  of  God -f.     It  feals  them  up  to  a  more 
complicated  and   heavy  condemnation.     Now 
what  is  there  can  give  us  a  ftronger  convicflion 
of  the  great  importance  and  abfolute  neceffity 
of  repentance,  than  to  fee  obftinacy  and  im- 
penitency  in  fm  thus  charadlerifed  by  God  him- 
felf,  reprefented  in  his  word  as  the  very  worft 
difpofition  we  can   labour  under,  and  as  what 
expofes  us  to  abfolute   and  irremediable   ruin. 
Can  any   one   doubt  after  this,  whether  the 
preaching  of  repentance  be  gofp el  preaching,   or 
whether  it  be  not  one  great  part  of  the  work 
of  the  minifters  of  Chrift  to  exhort  and  prefs 
men  to  it  ?  If  they  are   to  be  cautioned   and 
warned  againft  eternal  ruin,  and   the  aggra- 
vated deftrudiion  of  the   life  to  come,    they 
mufh  be  perfjaded   and   exhorted,  and  com- 
manded by  the  authority  of  God,  and  in   the 
name  of  Chrift,  to  an  immediate,  ferious,  and 
univerlai   repentance  and   return  to  God ;  be- 
caufe   without  this  their  falvation  from  wrath 
is  impoffible,  and   their   reftoration  to  his   fa- 
vour can  never  be  effedled.     And  therefore 

*  Rev.  ii.  21,  22,  i  Rom.  ii.  5. 
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8.  Whatever  recommendations  be  given  of 
faith,  and  whatever  faving  effects  be  afcribed 
to  it  in  the  facred  writings,  yet  it  vi^ill  appear 
that  repentance  is  equally  necejfary  with  faith, 
and  \.\\2X  faith  without  repentance  will  never  be 
available  to  final  falvation.  The  fcriptures  in- 
deed reprefent  this  repentance  as  a  preparative 
to  faith  in  Chrift,  and  as  previoufly  neceffary 
to  the  believing  his  gofpel.  Thus  our  Lord 
himfelf  when  he  began  preaching  the  gofpel 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  fald  :  T'he  time  is 
fulfilled^  and  the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand. 
Repent  ye,  and  believe  the  gofpel  *  ;  and  the  au- 
thor to  thfHebrews  reprefents  the  very  firft 
principles  2ind  fundamental  do€tnnes  of  Chrifti- 
anity  to  be,  repentance  from  dead  works,  and 
faith  towards  God%',  and  St.  Faul  tefiified  to 
fews  and  Gentiles,  repentance  towards  God,  and 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  || ;  repentance 
firf,  as  previoufly  requilite  to  embrace  the  doc- 
trines, the  peculiar  dodtrines  of  Chriftianity. 
There  are  indeed  fome  principles  of  faith  ne- 
ceffary to  bring  men  to  repentance,  and  in  par- 
ticular the  belief  of  the  principles  of  natural 
religion,  relating  to  the  being,  perfections,  pro- 
vidence, and  moral  government  of  God  j  and 
en  this  2kCConnt  fait h  may  be  juflly  faid  to  be 
the  foundation  of  repentance,  becaufe  there  mufi: 
be  fome  principles  of  religion  to  produce  it, 
as  it  implies  a  change  from  vice  to  godlinefs 
and  virtue,  which  is  the  repentance  of  which 

•  Mark  i.  14,   15.   .      %  Heb.  vi.  1,         (|  A^s  xx.  21. 
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1  am  fpeaking.  But  yet  the  foundation  of  a 
faving  faith  may  be  very  juftly  faid  to  be  laid 
in  repentance  in  another  view  of  things^  as 
faith  hath  for  its  objedt  Chriji  in  his  mediatorial 
charad:er,  and  as  made  of  God  to  us  ivifdom, 
righteoufnefsy  fanB  if  cation  and  redemption .  For 
till  there  be  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  evil 
of  fin,  there  will  be  little  concern  about  the 
method  of  redemption  eftablifhed  in  Chrifl:. 
Till  the  de(lru(5tive  confequences  of  it  are 
clearly  difcerned,  there  will  be  but  little  {^x\{q, 
of  the  neceffity  and  worth  of  a  Redeemer^ 
little  inclination  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  his 
power  and  authority,  to  take  refuge  in  his 
advocacy,  and  to  embrace  him  as  the  only  one 
by  whom  we  can  be  faved.  When  the  fenfe 
of  fin  runs  high,  when  the  confcience  is 
awakened  by  the  juft  fears  of  the  fatal  confe- 
quences of  it,  from  the  divine  juftice  and 
anger,  when  the  defires  after  deliverance  from 
the  p  )wer  and  guilt  of  it  grow  warm  and  pre- 
valent^ and  there  arifes  in  the  mind  a  growing 
hatred  and  abhorrence  of  it ',  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  the  provifion  of  a  Saviour  appears  highly 
worthy  the  compaffion  and  mercy  of  God,  an 
intereft  \\\  him  is  then  feen  to  be  a  privilege 
infinitely  valuable,  and  that  compafilonate  in- 
vitation, Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  ref -,  oh!  how 
gladly  is  it  accepted;  and  how  readily  doth 
the  convinced  repenting  finner  reply  :  To  whom 
Lord P^Quld  we  go  but  to  thee,  for  thou  hajl  the 
words  of  eternal  life  ?   So  that  repentance  is  as 

H  h  2  necefiary 
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necellary  as  faith  -,  becaufe  faith  itfelf,  as  that 
impUes  the  corning  to,  the  beUeving  in,  and 
receiving  of  Chrift,  as  the  wayy  the  truth,  and' 
the  life y  as  the  atonement,  interceffor,  and  ad- 
vocate for  fmners,  in  a  great  meafure  depends 
on  the  truth  and  fincerity  of  repentance. 

Befides,  whatfoever  are  the  commendations, 
valuable  effects,   and  benefits  which  the  fcrip- 
tures  afcribe  to  faith,  the  very   fame,  or  fuch 
as  are  of  equal  importance,  are  afcribed  to  re- 
pentance alfo.     Is  faith  commanded  by  God  ? 
fo  is  -repentance.     \^  faith  faid  to  be  the  gift  of 
God  F  fo  is  repentance.  Are  we  faid  to  htfanBi- 
'  fied  by  the  one";-  fo  we  are  faid  to  be  wafied  and 
made  clean  by  the  other.     Remijion  of  fins  is 
equally  afcribed 'to  both.     Doth  our  Lord  fay, 
that  ivhofoeier   believes  in  jne  fiall  not  periJJj  J, 
fo  his  infpired  Apoftle  declares,  that  the  Lord 
ts  7iot  uDiUing  that  afty  fiouldperiJJoy   but  that  all 
fjould  come  to  repentance  ^'^.    Is  eternal  life  con- 
neded  with  falvation?  Godly J&rrow  alfo  la^orketh 
repentance  uutofahatio?!  §.    Is  eternal  lije  con- 
neded  with  belie'^ing?  When  God  alfo  grants 
repentance,    'tis  repentance    unto    life.      In    a 
word,  faith   is  of  no  confequence  to  our  final 
acceptance   with  God,   unlefs  it  be   the  effcdt 
of  repentance,  attended    with,  or    produd:ive 
of  it.     They  are  both  connedted  in  the  gofpel 
fcheme,  both  fuppcited   and  enforced   by  the 
fame  facred  authority.    Faith  gives  relief  to  the 
awakened  and  penitent  finner,  and  introduces 
the  ])ope  of  pardon.     And  repentance  is  the 
X  John  iii.  15.         *  2  Pet.  iii,  9.         §  2  Cor.  vii.  10. 
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only  fure  evidence  of  the  life  and  acceptable- 
nefs  of  faith. 

9.  Hence  'tis  no  wonder  farther  that  repent- 
ance, fhould  be  declared  iinherjaliy  necejj'ary 
to  allfinners,  without  exception,  that  nothing 
can  excufe  them  from  it,  and  that  all  external 
privileges  and  advantages  Ihould  be  repre- 
fented  as  abfolately  ineffeclaal  without  it. 
The  yews  were  grown  fo  exceedingly  corrupt, 
and  valued  themfelves  fo  much  upon  their 
bein»  the  natural  pojlerity  of  Abraham,  as  that 
they  imagined  this  (ingle  circumftance  of  their 
being  defcended  from  him  would  fecure  them 
the  divine  favour,  and  be  an  eiTc<5lual  pro- 
tediion  from  every  mark  of  his  difpleaiure. 
This  unreafonable  partiality  to  themfelves, 
and  falfe  opinion  of  the  condu(51:  of  God, 
fohn  the  Baptift  obviates  in  his  difcourfe  to 
them,  when  they  came  to  be  baptized  by  him. 
Bring  forth,  (■a.'ithhQ  fruits  meet  for  repentance^. 
And  think  not  to  fay  within  yourfehes,  we  have 
Abrabain  to  our  father  \  Don't  imagine  this 
will  be  of  any  advantage  to  you  without  re- 
pentance. For  I  fay  unto  you,  that  God  is  able 
of  thefe  jlones  to  raife  up  children  unto  Ahrahain, 
Rather  than  you  fbali  inherit  his  prcmiies,  and 
the  bleffings  contained  in  them,  without  re- 
pentance and  amendment,  without  Abraham  s 
faith  and  obedience,  God  will  do,  what  he  is 
able  to  do,  convert  theie  very  ftones  into  men, 
into  a  fet  of  jufl  and  righteous   and  believing 

§  Matt.  iii.  8.  t  Ver.  9. 
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men,  that  they  may  inherit  as  his  fpiritual 
feed,  and  the  heirs  of  his  faith,  all  the  blellings 
promifed  to  him  and  his  fpiritual  feed.  For 
now  a/Jh  the  ax  ii  laid  to  the  root  of  the  trees  J. 
God's  judgments  hangover  you,  and  threaten 
your  entire  extirpation,  as  the  excifion  of  the 
tree  is  near  when  the  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of 
it.  Therejore  every  tree  which  brings  not  forth 
good  fruit,  is  hewn  down,  and  caji  into  the  f  re. 
Even  you,  who  boail  yourfelves  Abrahams 
feed,  and  God's  peculiar  people,  (liall  be  ut- 
terly deftroyed,  if  you  are  not  careful  to  pre- 
vent it  by  a  timely  repentance  and  amend- 
ment. But  'belides  their  being  Abrahams 
natural  pofterity,  they  had  another  ground  of 
falfe  fecurity,  and  from  which  they  promifed 
themfelves  impunity  in  their  vices,  and  that 
was  their  circumcifion,  facrifices  for  fm,  and 
their  punBual  obferijance  of  the  ceremonies  of 
the  Mofaic  law.  This  is  what  St.  Paul  calls 
the  being  jufiified  by  the  works  of  the  law.  And 
to  this  the  Jews  trufted  as  an  effedual  fecurity 
from  the  punifhment  of  their  fins,  though 
they  went  on  incorrigibly  in  the  practice  of 
them.  But  againft  this  groundlefs  prefump- 
tion  the  Apoftle  declares,  that  no  fleJJ?  living 
could  be  jufiified  by  the  works  of  the  law  ^ ;  but 
that  if  the  Jews  themfelves  did  by  hardnefs  and 
impenitency  of  heart ,  treafure  up  wrath  for 
themfelves  againjl  the  day  of  wraths  God  would 
render  ujito  tbem  indignation  and  wrath,  tribu- 

%  Matt,  iii.  10.  f  Rom.  ii.  5. 
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la  t  ion  and  ajigurfi,  upon  every  foul  of  man  that 
doth  evil,  of  the'^ewfirjly  and  alfo  of  the  Gen- 
tile J ;    and  that  all    their  boalled   privileges 
fliould  only  ferve  to  aggravate  their  condemna- 
tion and  punifhment.     As  all  are  f?inersy  re- 
pentance is  the  natural  duty  of  all-,  and  there- 
fore 'tis  prefcribed  and  enjoined  as  a  perpetual 
univerfal  remedy,  and  as  a  necefl'ary  prelerva- 
tive  from  the    wrath    to  come.     Thus  Chrifi: 
orders  that  repentance  and  remifjion  offinsjhould 
be  preached  amongft  all  nations y  beginning   at 
Jerufalem -f*.     And  St.  Paul  "iX  Athens,     God 
now  commands  all  men  every  where  to  repent  ||. 
'Tis  univerfally  the  duty  of  all  finners  as  fuch, 
a  duty  founded  in  the  eternal  reafon  of  things, 
and  ellablifhed  by  the  unalterable  conflitution 
of  God  by  Chrift.     So  that  for  finners  to  put 
any  thing  in   the   room  of  repentance,  or  to 
imagine  that  their  external  privileges  will  ex- 
empt them  from  the  necefTity  of  it,  or  that  any 
zeal  for  opinions  and  ceremonies  will  excufe 
the  want  of  it,  or  that  by  any  kind  of  depen- 
dencies they  can  fecure  their  remiiTion  without 
it,  all  thefe  imaginations   are  but  felf-decep- 
tions,  and   the  hopes  they  flatter  themfelves 
with  on   thefe  accounts,  will  finally  iffue  in  a 
feverer  and  more  bitter  difappointment. 

And  thus  have  I  fet  before  you,  the  abfo- 
lute  neceflity  and  great  importance  of  repent- 
ance  in   the  gofpel  fchemc.     It  was  preached 

%  Rom.  ii.  8,  9.       -f  Luke  xxiv.  47.      ||  Afts  xvii.  30, 
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by  yohn  the  Baptljl  as  ChrilVs  forerunner, 
by  our  blejfed  Saviour  himfelf  in  the  lirft  en- 
trance on  his  miniury,  and  by  his  ylpojlles^  ac- 
cording to  the  cominifiion  they  received  from 
him-  It  is  expreiTiy  commanded  by  God,  'tis 
an  elTential  part  of  the  goipel  falvation,  'tis 
previouily  necelTary  to  the  remilhon  of  fins, 
impenitency  is  fore  to  be  attended  with  final 
dtilrudion,  'tis  of  equal  importancewith  faith 
iifejf,  and  is  declared  indilpenfibly  neceifarv  to 
all  men  in  all  ages,  even  to  the  end  of  time.  I 
fhall  now  conclude  with  fome  practical  infe- 
rences.    And, 

I.  The  importance  and  neceffity  of  repent- 
ance, as  declared  by  the  facred  writings,  is 
an  intrinfic  argument  of  the  great  excellency 
and  truth  of  Chrijiianity  ;  becaufe  'tis  placing 
it  in  that  rank  in  which  it  ought  to  ftand, 
and  afcribing  to  it  its  proper  dignity  and  value. 
For  though  mens  partiality  to  their  vices  may 
fet  them  upon  inventing  a  thoufand  fuperfti- 
tions,  and  ufing  a  great  variety  of  ceremonies, 
to  Durifv  themfelves  from  fin,  and  to  make 
fome  compenfation  and  atonement  for  it,  /.  e, 
to  fave  themfelves  from  the  puniiliment,  with- 
out ever  being  reformed  from  the  practice  of 
it ;  yet  there  is  no  truth  more  dernonftrably 
certain,  no  principle  in  religion  more  evident, 
than  that  there  can  be  no  final  efcaping  the 
de(lru(fl:iye  consequences  of  fin,  from  the  juffc 
difDleahire  of  God  offended  by  it,  v/ithout 
repentance  for  what  we  have  done  amifs,  and 
a  real  and  prevailing  care  to   ad:   a  wifer  an4 
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better  part  for  the  future.     This  is  a   natural 
preparative   for   mercy  and   forgivenefs,     and 
indeed  'tis  all  that  we  can  do.     It  there  be  any 
need  of  any  thing  further,  if  the    honour  of 
the  divine  government  requires  any   propitia- 
tion and  atonement   for  lin  in   order  to   the 
forgivenefs  of  it,  fuch  propitiation  muft,  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,   be  of  God's  providing,  it 
being  impoffible  for  men  to  offer  any  facrifice 
to  God,  that  ihall  be  intrinlically  a  propitiation 
for  their  fins.     Such  a  facrifice   God  only  can 
find  out,  and  all  that  is    left  for  us  as  finners 
to  do,  is  humbly  to  acknowledge  our  offences 
before  God,  to  forfake  them   in  obedience  to 
his  command,  to  return  to    our  duty   to  him, 
and  thankfully  to  acquiefce  in  that  propitiation 
he  hath  appointed,  as  fully   fatisfadory,  and 
abundantly  fufficient.     And  if  Chriftianity  had 
,  fet  up  any  fuch  external  methods  of  fatisfad:ion 
and  atonement,  as  fliould  in   their  nature  tend 
to  vacate  the  obligation,  and  fet  afide  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  repentance  in  finners ;  it  would  need 
no  other  objection  againft  the  truth  and  excel- 
lency of  it.     This  fingle  one   v^ould  effed.ually 
deftroy  every  argument  that  could  be  produced 
in  favour  and   vindication  of  it ;  iince  an  in- 
flitution  calculated    to  render  men  eafy   and 
fafe  in  an  impenitent  flatc  of  fin,  and  aliena- 
tion from   God,    from   whatfoever   author   it 
be  derived,    cannot  pofTibly  have   its   original 
trom  him.   who  is  holy  in  his   nature,   and   of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  with  approba- 
\\on  and  pleafure.     But  in  this  Chriflianity  is 
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free  from  every  kind  of  objecftion.  It  hath 
wholly  delivered  fmners  from  all  care  and 
anxiety  about  the  making  any  atonement  for 
their  {ins.  Every  thl  .^  of  this  kind  that  was 
convenient  and  proper,  God  hath,  through  his- 
great  mercy,  prepared  ready  to  their  hands ; 
and  the  only  thing  he  requires  of  us,  which 
indeed  is  all  v/e  can  do  to  any  good  purpofe, 
is  X.Q  forfake  our  fins  by  a  thorough  repentance, 
and  to  return  to  God  with  all  our  hearts,  and 
with  a  iincere  obedience  to  his  commands  for 
the  future;  thankfully  receiving  and  fully  de- 
pending on  that  propitiation  for  fm,  that  hath 
been  made  by  his  only  Son,  in  obedience  to 
his  command,  as  making  all  the  fatisfadion 
that  God  required,  and  therefore  all  that 
was  or  could  be  neceffsry  to  his  extending 
mercy  and  pardon  to  penitent  and  converted 
finners. 

2.  Is  repentance  of  that  necejjity  and  import- 
ance as  hath  been  defcribed,  this  fliews  the 
great  folly  and  infinite  danger  oj  delaying  and 
deferring  it.  And  yet  how  difficultly  are 
iinners  perfuaded  to  this  neceffary  work  ? 
How  many  excufes  will  they  invent  to  put  off 
the  one  important  neceffary  thing,  upon  which 
their  eternal  welfare  and  intereft  abfolutely 
depend.  Though  they  have  frequent  con- 
vidions  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  their  confciences 
often  fuggeft  to  them  the  danger  of  their  con- 
dition, yet  by  how  many  artifices  do  they 
impofe  on  themfelves,  to  render  their  own 
hearts  tolerably  eafy,  though   they  are  in   a 
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ilate  the  moft  unhappy  and  hazardous,  that 
can  be  in  the  prefent  world.  For  what  con- 
dition can  be  worfe,  or  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  theirs,  who  are  Haves  to  vice,  who  are 
enemies  to  God  by  wicked  works,  who  live 
under  the  burthen  of  unpardoned  guilt,  who 
have  no  intereft  in  the  favour  of  God,  no  rea- 
fonable  hope  of  falvation  by  Chrift,  but  are 
heirs  of  wrath,  and  every  day  of  their  whole 
lives  tending  nearer  and  nearer  to  irrecoverable 
and  eternal  deilruftion ;  and  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  dreadful  ruin  that  is  before 
them,  and  hourly  hangs  over  their  heads,  are 
refufing  the  only  remedy  that  can  fave  them, 
and  defperately  deferring  to  make  ufe  of  that 
method  which  can  retrieve  their  circum- 
i^ances,  and  place  them  in  a  condition  of  real 
fafety  and  good  hope  ?  If  repentance  be  ne- 
cefTary  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  by 
the  unalterable  appointment  of  God,  to  efcapc 
the  punifhment  of  a  future  life,  'tis  nothing 
lefs  than  madnefs  to  defer  it.  If  he  is  re- 
Judant  and  backward  to  it  now,  how  can 
the  iinner  be  fure  that  reluBance  will  not  be- 
come greater  and  more  unconquerable  in  r 
longer  continuance  in  finful  practices  ?  If  it 
be  an  unpleafing  difficult  work,  will  not  the 
difficulty  increaje  as  our  (inful  habits  become 
ftronger  by  indulgence,  and  more  deeply 
rooted  by  being  cherifhed  and  indulged  ?  Or 
jf  we  depend  on  futuritjy  hov/  ill  grounded 
and  prefumptuous  is  that  dependence,  fmce 
the  conftant   experience  of  every  man  tells 

him. 
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him,  nothing  is  (o  abfolute  an  uncertainty  as 
the  continuance  of  life.  And  who  that  jrives 
himfelf  leave  to  make  any  one  impartial  re- 
iledlion,  or  to  conlider  the  mod  obvious  dic- 
tates of  wiidom  and  prudence,  would  defer 
one  moment  to  fecure  himfelf  again fl  all  poiii- 
biiity  of  future  ruin,  or  delay  but  for  an 
hour  fo  important  a  concern  tlie  reconciling 
himfelf  to  God,  on  which  all  the  happinefs  of 
an  eternal  exifence  doth  neceffarily  depend. 
Every  confideration  of  duty  and  interefl  loudly 
call  on  the  linner  immediately  to  return  to 
God  by  the  exercife  of  godly  forrow,  and 
fincere  repentance,  and  to  lay  hold  of  his  of- 
fered mercy,  whilll:  the  patience  and  forbear- 
ance of  God  continue,  and  he  hath  lengthened 
out  the  opportunity  and  means  for  repentance 
and  falvation.  Efpecially  if  he  finds  any  dif- 
pofitions  in  his  own  mind  to  repentance,  if 
he  labours  under  any  convictions  of  fm,  hath 
any  ftrong  apprehendons  of  the  mifery  of  his 
condition,  and  prevailing  defires  to  return  and 
be  reconciled  to  God.  Such  a  fenfe  and  con- 
vidion  of  things  fhould  be  carefully  che- 
nflied  and  preferved,  as  they  argue  the 
itrivings  of  confcience,  and  the  influences  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  both  tending  to  the  fame 
happy  end,  to  reform  and  recover  the  finner, 
and  bring  him  into  a  ftate  of  reconciliation 
to  and  confequent  acceptance  with  God.  And 
if  we  neg]e(5t,  or  fupprefs  thefe  inward  fenti- 
ments  and  motions  in  our  breafls,  we  adl  a 
very  criminal  and  unnatural  part,  may  pro- 
bably 
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bably  never  more  recover  them,  and  endanger 
our  being  permitted  to  go  on  thoughtlefs  and 
impenitent,  till  we  are  ripe  for  and  feaied  up 
to  deftrucftion. 

3.  God's  calling  us  to  repentance,  and  giving 
us  the  liberty,  the  grace,  and  benefit  of  it, 
fhould  be  efteemed,  what  it  really  is,  an  high 
infiance  of  the  fovereign  grace  of  God,  the  moft 
demonftrative  proof  of  his  compaffionate 
regard  to  us,  and  tender  concern  for  our  hap- 
pinefs.  The  words  of  my  text,  T^hen  hath 
God  granteduntotheGentiles  repentance  unto  life,  ■ 
are  an  exclamation  di<3:ated  by  wonder  and 
amazement,  that  God  fhould  allow  the  benelit 
of  repentance  to  them,  or  accept  their  re- 
pentance through  Chrift,  fo  as  to  render  it 
available  to  pardon  and  eternal  life.  And  in- 
deed God's  thus  granting  us  repentance  is  an 
invaluable  privilege  and  favour,  and  a  moffc 
fubflantial  mark  of  his  delire  to  prevent  our 
eternal  deftrudtion.  This  feems  to  be  all  that 
is  left  for  God  to  do,  confiilent  with  his 
chara(5ler,  as  the  all-wife  and  righteous  go- 
vernor of  the  world.  It  is  the  laft  effort  of 
mercy  to  recover  fmners  to  their  duty  and 
happinefs,  to  call  them  to  repentance,  and 
affjre  them  that  it  fliall  be  acceptable  to  eter- 
nal life.  And  as  this  is  the  laft  effort  of  mercy 
on  God's  part,  fo  'tis  the  laft  pofTibility,  the 
only  chance  that  is  left  us  for  falvation  and 
eternal  life.  If  we  contemn  God's  call  to 
repentance,  and  will  not  hear  and  obey  it,  ive 
jorfike  our  bivn  mercies,  zndput  the  falvation  of 

God 
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God  far  from  us  for  ever.  Inftead  therefore 
of  cherifhing  any  inward  relu6:ance  to  this 
duty,  of  looking  upon  repentance  as  an  hard 
and  unreafonable  command^  and  of  deferring 
to  comply  with  it,  let  us  efteem  it  as  a  moft 
fubftantial  privilege,  and  readily  comply  with 
it  as  a  necelTary  nieafure,  and  as  the  final  re- 
fult  of  the  divine  patience  and  mercy,  to  refcue 
us  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  reftore 
us  to  the  forfeited  privileges  of  his  favour ;  and 
whilll  the  fpace  for  repentance  continues,  and 
the  golden  fcepter  of  peace  is  held  out  to 
us,  approach  it  with  becoming  humility, 
and  real  contrition  of  heart,  and  with  the 
lincereft  refolutions  of  future  obedience  thank- 
fully touch  it,  that  our  fouls  may  live  and  not 
die. 

4,  If  repentance  be  of  that  importance 
as  hath  been  reprefented,  fo  as  that  eternal 
lite  and  falvation  are  conneded  with  it  -,  it 
well  becomes  us  to  conjider  what  our  own 
jlate  isy  and  whether  it  be  fuch  as  re- 
pentance implies.  Repentance  doth  not  con- 
fift  only  in  farrow  for  our  offences,  that  is 
ineifedual  to  reform  us  -,  not  in  good  refolu- 
tions and  promifes,  that  are  never  kept,  but 
broken  by  the  next  temptations  that  occur  to 
us  ;  not  in  a  partial  reformation,  and  forfaking 
certain  fins,  that  intereft  or  convenience,  or 
health  may  incline  us  to  part  with,  and  that 
there  is  but  little  difficulty  to  break  the  habit 
of,  or  as  to  which  the  ftrength  of  paffion  and 
inclination  may  fail  us ;  not  in  temporary  re- 
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Jiraints  and  ahjiinences  from  fin,  whilft  the 
habit  remains  uncured,  and  the  difpofition  to 
it  flrong  and  prevalent  as  ever.  No,  repent- 
ance implies  much  more  than  this ;  the  real 
wiiverjal  change  of  the  heart ;  the  mortification 
of  all  bad  affed;ions,  the  deftrucftion  of  all 
criminal  habits,  the  right  direction  of  all  the 
inward  affedions,  and,  in  a  word,  in  the  turn 
of  the  heart  in  all  its  nobleft  powders  and  bed 
difpofitions  to  God;  and  that  confequcnt  re- 
paration from  all  finful  pradices,  and  that 
delight  in  and  power  to  do  the  things  that 
pleafe  God,  which  are  the  only  fubilantial 
evidences  that  the  converfion  of  the  heart  is 
genuine  and  univerfiL  He  who  is  confcious 
to  this,  may  aflure  himfelf  that  he  is,  what  a 
real  penitent  always  will  be,  and  need  not  look 
for  any  farther  and  better  evidences  that  his 
repentance  is  unto  life.  And  what  reafon  hath 
he  when  reviewing  his  own  Hate, 

5.  To  be  thankful  to  God  for  that  happy 
alteration  that  is  produced  in  him,  v/hereby 
he  is  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in  light.  If  you  can  fay,  that  God  hath  by 
his  good  providence  preferved  you  from  the 
corruptions  of  the  world,  and  trained  you  up 
from  the  firfl:  beginnings  of  life,  into  the  care 
of  religion,  the  love  and  pradice  of  virtue, 
and  a  due  concern  for  your  falvation,  you 
have  reafon  to  rejoice  that  you  have  thus  far 
no  need  of  that  bitter  repentance,  which  the 
circumftances  of  others  call  for.  But  if  you 
had    burft  through   the  fence   of  a    religious 
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education,  and  gone  far  in  the  paths  of 
iin  and  deftrudion,  and  God  hath  reclaimed 
you  and  granted  you  repentance  unto  life, 
with  what  a  warmth  of  gratitude  {hould  you 
own  his  forfeited  grace,  and  becoming  the 
chearful  and  faithful  fervants  of  God,  by 
having  your  fruit  unto  holinefs  fecure  as  your  end 
everlajiing  life. 


'^!t  4* 
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SERMON     XXir. 

The  Gofpcl  Motives  to  Repentance; 

Acts  xvii.    30,   31. 

^nd  the  times  of  this  ignorance  God  winked 
at  J  but  now  commandeth  all  men  every 
where  to  repent ;  becaufe  he  hath  appointed 
a  day,  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world 

.  in  righteoufnefs  by  that  man  whom  he  hath 
ordained. 


Have  {hewrii  you  from  other  pafiages  of 
fcripture,  wherein  the  nature  of  Go/pel 
irepentahce  confifts,  and  what  the  importance  o'i 
it  is  in  the  Chriftian  fcheme.  But  I  fliould 
leave  this  fubjed:  extreamly  imperfe6t,  did  i 
not  fet  before  you  what  ajjijlance  the  gofpel 
revelation  offers,  to  encourage  men,  and 
fender  their  endeavours  to  repent  finally  fuc- 
Cefsful  j  or  what  are  the  peculiar  motives  with' 
which  it  enforces  the  do(5trine  of  repent- 
ance. For  when  once  men  have  contraded 
fexed  habits  of  vice,  and  a  facility  and  flrong 
difpofition  for  finning  j  have  tailed  of  the 
Vol.  II.  I  i  pleafiiies 
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pleafures  of  it,  and  are  carried  away  by  pow- 
erful inclinations,  and  numerous  examples  to 
indulge  themfelves  in  all  the  gratifications  of 
it ;  their  recovery  by  repentance  is  no  eafy 
matter ;  nor  is  it  to  be  expeded  that  the  beft 
exhortations  to  it  will  ever  prove  effedual, 
unlefs  fuch  motives  be  prefented  to  their 
view,  as  are  fufficient  to  overbalance  the 
power,  and  break  the  force  of  all  the  various 
temptations  and  inducements,  by  which  they 
are  led  to  continue  in  the  pradice  of  it. 
And  this  is  one  confideration,  that  renders  the 
go/pel  revelatmi  fo  exceeding  valuable^  that  it 
.offers  to  our  thoughts  all  the  motives  which 
can  be  fuggeiled  to  the  mind,  are  of  any 
im.portance  in  themfelves,  and  adapted  to 
awaken  their  fears  and  excite  their  hopes, 
and  fo  to  work  in  them  that  godly  forrow 
and  repentance  for  fm,  that  flmll  ne^oer  need  to 
be  repented  of .  And  this  will  abundantly  ap- 
pear from  the  following  confiderations.    - 

I.  11  the  moft  affecling  reprej'entations  of  the 
evil  of  Jin  m  its  nature,  and  dreadjul  confe- 
qucncesy  carry  in  them  any  power  to  awaken 
rnen,  to  bring  them  to  refledion,  and  reclaim 
them,  from  their  vices,-  the  facred  writings 
are  peculiarly  adapted  to  promote  this  great 
and  important  defjgn.  St.  Faul,  in  defcribing 
the  deltrudive  confequcnccs  of  fin,  tells  us, 
thatfn,  tx^oicd  ^nd^  Ju/jjetlcd  him  to  death,  that 
it  might  appear  fm  *  -,  appear  in  its  proper  co- 
lours, to  be  the  moft  milchievous  and  deadly 

*  Rom.  vii.  13. 
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evil;  and  that  by  perverting  the  intention  of 
the  law,  which  was  good,  and  ordained  to 
life,  fo  perverting  it  as  to  render  him  liable 
to  death,  it  might  become  exceeding  Jinjul  -,  be 
acknowledged  to  be  the  one  grand,  conipre- 
henfive  evil  of  human  nature.  Becaufc  he 
could  not  "find  a  ftronorer  term  to  defcribe 
the  evil  of  fin,  than  one  derived  from  itfelf; 
he  reprefents  it  by  its  being  exceeding  f]nful  j 
a  mod  complicated,  mifchievous,  ruinous 
evil.  He  calls  it  a  friiitlefs,  or  unprofitable 
2.nd  Jhajjief III  tvil'^^ ',  that  enjlaves  and  brings 
men  into  bondage  ^ ;  having  death  as  its 
"  certain  wages  J  -,  as  expofing  men  to  ihe 
righteous  judgment  of  God  §  ;  as  enmhy  to 
hiniy  and  incapable  in  its  nature  of  ever  be- 
ing fubjedl  to  his  law  || ;  as  abfolutely  prevent- 
ing  men  from  ever  entering  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  **,  and  expofing  men  to  the  punifh- 
ment  of  an  everlajling  deftruclionfrom  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Lord,  when  he  fhall  come  to  be  glori- 
fied in  his  faints,  and  ad?nired  in  all  them  that 
Relieve  •\'\'.  In  truth,  one  grand  and  govern- 
ing defign  of  the  whole  of  revelation  is,  to 
fet  forth  the  dreadful  confequences  of  fin,  and 
to  pofTefs  men's  minds  in  the  mofi  effedual 
manner  with  the  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  it. 
Hence  'tis  reprefented  as  the  caufe  of  the  lofs 
of  par  ad  if,  iht,  introduBion  of  death  into  the 
world,  the  dejlrutlion  of  all  mankind  by  a 
general  food,  of  all  the  judgments  that  have 
befallen  nations  and  particular  perfons,  of  the 

*Romvi.  21.        +Ver-i6.         J  Ver.  23.         §Rom.  ii.  i. 
jl  Rora.  viii.  7.       **Gal.v,  21,       tt  zTheff.  1.  9,  10. 
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funifiments  of  -Sijuture  life,  and  that  rendered 
the  incarnatioii  ^iud  Jufferi?2gs  and  death  of  the 
Son  of  Godj  a  neceffary  means  in  the  divine 
counfels;,  to  redeem  men  from  the  deftruction 
it  brought  on  them,  and  to  recover  them  to 
the  happinefs  they  had  forfeited  by  it.  And 
there  are  no  writings,  that  give  fo  juft,  {0 
clear  and  perfe<ft  an  account  of  the  evil  of 
it,  as  the  facred  records,  and  which  therefore 
offer  fo  powerful  and  effedual  a  motive  to 
turn  from  it,  by  a  fincere  and  univerfal  repent- 
ance.    And  therefore 

II.  In  confequence  of  thefe  reprefentations 
of  the  evil  of  lin,  it  expreffly  declares  that  re- 
pentance is  commanded  by  God,  and  univerfally 
enjoined  by  the  immediate  and  exprefs  autho- 
rity of  God.  Thus  in  my  text :  The  times  oj 
this  ignorance  God  winked  at,  but  now  command- 
eth  all  men  every  where  to  repent.  The  words 
fliould  have  been  rendered  :  God  defpijing,  or 
abhorring  the  times  of  ignorance,  viz.  of  idola- 
try and  vice,  now  commands  all  men  every  where 
to  repent.  So  that  the  natural  didates  of 
reafon  and  confcience,  that  fugged  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  repentance,  are  enforced  hy  divine 
precept,  which  now  makes  it  the  indifpen- 
lible  duty  of  all  men  without  exception,  and 
renders  them  v/holly  inexcufablc,  if  they  ne- 
gle(5t  or  refufe  to  do  it.  And  as  God  thus 
commands  it,  fo  farther 

III.  The  goodnefs  oj  G<7^  powerfully  leads  to 
it.  Defpifcjt  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  not 
knowing  that  the  goodnefs  of  God  leads  thee  to  re- 
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fentance  %  ?  The  defign  of  God's  gocdrxcfs  to 
men,  in  all  the  various  inflances  of  it,  is  to 
engage  them  by  motives  of  love,  by  princi- 
ples of  gratitude,  and  their  hopes  of  farther 
favours  from  him,  to  matiifeft  their  concern 
for  their  paft  fins,  to  forfake  them  in  obe- 
dience to  his  command,  and  to  make  him 
all  thofe  returns  of  duty  which  he  expeds 
and  demands  from  them.  'Tis  impoffible 
that  the  d,t^ign  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  can 
be  to  encourage  them  to  continue  in  fin  which 
he  abhors,  to  affront  his  authority,  and  vio- 
late and  trample  on  the  laws  of  his  govern- 
ment. For  this  would  be  for  God  to  contra- 
did  himfelf,  and  to  defeat  the  intentions 
of  his  own  providence.  The  defign  of 
goodnefs  fhewn  is  to  conciliate  efteem,  af- 
fedion,  and  love,  to  overcome  oppofition, 
enmity  and  hatred,  to  cure  men  of  their 
enmity  to  himfelf,  to  recover  them  from  their 
obftinate  perfifling  in  what  difpleafes  him, 
and  to  engage  them  to  a  willing  fubmiffion  to 
his  fupream  authority  for  the  future.  And 
in  how  many  inftances  doth  this  goodnefs  of 
God  to  finners  appear. 

I.  How  great  is  tht patience  2X\^ forbearance 
that  God  exercifes  towards  them,  in  continuing 
their  lives,  lengthening  out  their  opportunities 
for  mercy,  and  granting  them  fpace  to  repent 
and  return  to  God.  This  is  the  kind  lan- 
guage of  God's  forbearing  to  deftroy  them  : 
JVap  ye,  make  ye  clean,  put  away  your  tranf- 

\  Rom.  ii.  4. 
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grejjions^  inby  ivill  jyt-  die  ?  His  patience  hath 
this  principal  intention,  your  recovery  from 
lin,  and  reconciliation  to  himfelf.  Ti^e  Lord 
is  iGngfiiffering  toward  us,  willing  that  alljljould 
come  to  repentance,  faith  the  Apoftle  Peter.  He 
waits  that  he  may  be  gracious  §,  even  to  thofe 
whom  he  could  eafily,  and  might  juftly  de- 
fb'oy.     It  from  hence  follows  : 

2.  T^hat  God  takes  no  pie aj lire  in  the  death  and 
deftru^ion  oj  Jinners,  and  that  their  ruin  is  en-r 
tirely  of  ihemrelves.  Natural  hght  and  rea- 
fon,  if  it  fpeaks  any  thing  clearlv,  loudly 
declares  this ;  that  the  original  view  and  pi  i- 
.  mary  intentioH  of  creation,  and  bringing  ra^. 
tional  beings,  capable  of  happinefs,  into  l.fe, 
could  not  be  their  eternal  deftru6lion  and  mi- 
fery,  and  that  this  their  ruin  cannot  be  in  it- 
felf  any  fitisfadion  to  the  mind  of  God. 
He  doth  indeed  take  pleafure  in  the  whole 
of  his  condiid",  as  governed  by  wifdom  and 
abfolute  redtitude  of  nature  ;  and  if  finners 
by  an  obftinate  impenitency  in  fin  will  pre- 
pare themfelves  for  ruin,  and  render  it  un- 
worthy the  divine  charader  and  perfe6tio'ns  to 
reftore  them  to  mercy,  and  accept  them  to 
his  favour,  their  deRrudtion  is  unavoidable, 
and  God  cannot  but  approve  his  own  condud: 
in  the  punifliments  he  inflidls  on  them.  In 
this  fenie  God  delights  in  the  exercife  ofjudg- 
pient  and  righteoujne/s,  as  well  as  loving  kind- 
nef .  But  then  the  thing  in  which  God 
dclig  ts,    is   not  in  the  mifery    of  thofe  he 

§  2  Pet.  iii.  g. 
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puniflies  formally  anvi  fimply,  conlidered  in 
itfelf,  and  irrefpcftiveiy  to  the  reafons  and 
caules  of  it ;  but  in  the  equity  and  jujlice  of 
his  own  procedure,  as  be  ads  agreeably  to  the 
nature  of  things,  and  the  characters  of  men. 
For  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  he  doth 
not  willingly  affliSi  and  grieve  the  children  of 
jjjen.  I  have  no  pleafure,  Jatth  Gody  in  the 
death  of  him  that  dies  * ;  and  that  we  might  en- 
tertain no  doubt  in  this  important  article,  he 
hath  confirmed  it  by  an  oath  :  As  I  live,  faith 
the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  fleofure  in  the  death 
of  the  wicked-^ ;  agreeable  to  that  of  the 
Apoftle  :  He  is  not  willing,  or  deiirous  that  any 
fjouid  pcrip:)\.  And  therefore  we  may  far- 
ther moil  certainly  infer,  another  inilance  of 
that  goodnefs  of  God  which  ihould  lead  us  to 
repentance  :  viz. 

3.  That  the  repentance  oi  %  finner  Is  highly 
pleafmg  and  acceptable  to  God,  what  he  pati- 
ently waits  for,  and  delights  in.  He  is  willing 
that  all  p J  Old d  come  to  repentance  §,  Tuitable  to 
what  he  declares  by  the  infpired  prophet  : 
As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleafure 
in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  and  as  the  next 
words  fhould  be  fupplied  :  I  have  pleafure  that 
the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live.  Turn 
ycy  turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways,  for  why  will  ye 
die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael\^  Plainly  hereby  de- 
claring, that  their  deftrudlion  was  owing  to 
their  own  wilful  obftinacy  j  that  they  forced 
him    to  meafures   of  feverity,     and   that  he 

*  Ezek.  xviii.  32,       f  Ezek.  xxxili.  11.       %  2  Pet.  iii.   g. 
§  Ibid.  \  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11. 
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would  have  rejoiced  at  their  repentance,  and 
tak  ii  pleafure  in  the  exercife  of  mercy  to- 
wards them.  The  fms,  and  vices  and  folHes 
oi  0.1  n,  cannot,  in  their  nature,  give  him 
any  fatisfadbon,  who  hates  fin  with  a  perfect 
hatred,  who  is  the  righteous  Lord  that  loveth 
right eoufnejs,  who  approves  moral  rectitude  in 
whomlbever  he  beholds  it;  wlio  approves  the 
firft  tendencies  and  difpoiitions  in  the  hearts 
of  finners  to  retrieve  their  paft  conducS,  to 
forfake  their  evil  practices,  and  apply  them- 
felvcs  to  the  peifo.mance  of  their  duty,  the 
preventing  their  ruin,  and  the  fecuring  their 
,  happinefs.  And  when  they  are  prevailed  with 
by  the  coniideration  ot  his  goodnefs,  the  fenfe 
of  their  obligations,  and  the  right  difcernment 
of  their  own  inter  eft,  to  acknowledge  their 
paft  fins,  to  mortify  their  evil  habits,  to  abftaiii 
from  their  criminal  purfuits^  to  become  the fer- 
v.ints  oj  right eoufnej Si  and  to  have  their  fruits 
unto  holinejsy  'tis  the  moft  grateful  and  accepta- 
ble oifeiing  they  can  prelent  to  the  Father  of 
mercies  ;  not  only  becaufe  in  thus  doing  they 
ad'  a  wife  and  rational  part,  but  becaufe  they 
become  hereby  capable  objeds  of  his  mercy, 
and  render  it  confiftent  with  his  moral  perfec- 
tions ana  charadier,  and  the  great  ends  of  his 
adminiftration,  to  confer  upon  them  the  moft: 
fubftantial  a.,d  durable  bleffings. 

4.  1  he  very  conjiituting  repentance  one  of 
the  effcntial  terms  of  mercy  and  falvation,  and 
iixi'ig  it  as  the  gracious  condition  of  finners 
acceptance  with  himlelf ;  the  allowing  them 

the 
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the  benefit  of  it,  and  folemnly  declaring  by 
Chrift,  that  it  fhall  be  univerfally  available 
with  faith  to  pardon  and  eternal  life,  is  itfelf 
the  moil  fubftantial  evidence  of  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  God,  and  demonftrates  beyend 
all  reafonable  exception,  and  poflibility  of 
doubt,  of  what  high  account  repentance  and 
converfion  are  in  the  judgment  and  efteem 
of  God,  how  much  he  delights  in  it,  and 
how  acceptable  to  him  the  finner  is  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  it;  and  that  this  is  what  he  chufes 
preferable  to  the  condemnation  and  eternal 
deftrudion  of  men  -,  a  meafure  of  feverity  to 
which  he  will  never  proceed,  but  when  they 
render  their  own  falvation  by  his  mercy  im- 
poffible. 

And  how  ftrong  are  the  inducements,  that 
arife  from  inftances  of  the  divine  goodnefs, 
and  how  powerfully  do  they  lead  us  to  con- 
fider  and  amend  our  ways,  to  awake  to  righte- 
oufnefs  and  Jin  not,  and  to  become  effectually 
reconciled  unto  God.  Shall  we  fuffer  his  pa- 
tience and  forbearance  to  be  wholly  loft,  to 
be  abfolutely  thrown  away,  foas  to  receive  no 
benefit  from  it ;  fo  as  to  have  no  other  effe6t 
but  the  aggravation  of  our  fin,  and  the  en- 
hancement of  our  future  mifery  ?  If  God 
takes  no  pleafure  in  our  death,  why  fhould 
we  defiroy  our/elves.  If  he  h.id  rather  we 
fliould  live,  why  fliould  we  chitfe  deaths  and 
willingly  involve  ourfelves  in  deftrudicn  ?  A 
our  repentance  and  coijverfion  be  fo  accepta- 
ble to  that  blefiTed  being,  what  he  daily  v/aits 
for,  and  which  whenever  he  difcerns  he  re- 

joiceth 
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jo'iceth  over,  how  willingly  fcould  we  be  found 
in  the  exercife  of  it,  who  alone  are  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  it,  ^and  when  without  it  our  ruin 
is  irretrievable  ?  If  God's  goodneis  be  illuilri- 
cus  in  silowing  and  admitting  finners  to  the 
privilege  of  it,  'tis  the  height  of  folly  to  ex- 
clude "ourfelves  from  fuch  an  Tidvantage,  and 
prevent  our  having  any  (hare  in  that  conftitu- 
tion  of  mercy  that  God  hath  thus  calculated 
for  our  falvation  and  happinefs.     But 

5.  The  mediation  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl 
is,  in  all  the  various  parts  of  it,  the  moft  effica- 
cious and  powerful  'motive  and  means  to  bring 
the  linner  toj-ecoriedion  and  repentance,  and 
to  perfuade  him  to  return  and  become  recon- 
ciled to  God.  The  motives  arifing  from  the 
intrinfic  evil  of  fm,  and  the  conlideration  of 
the  divine  goodnefs,  patience,  and  concern  for 
our  hanoiiiifs,  are  of  very  great  importance, 
in  the  reprefentation  in  which  natural  light 
and  reafon  will  place  them.  But  the  mediation 
of  Chrifl  adds  2.  peculiar  force  to  thefe  natural 
motives,  and  clothes  them  with  a  perfuafive 
influence,  that  nothing  €iiz  can  give  them  -,  as 
it  gives  the  moft  afredting  view  of  the  evil  of 
fin,  and  eftablifnes  the  goodnefs  and  mercy 
of  God  by  fijch  fads  as  are  the  moft  fubftan- 
tial  and  convincing  evidences  of  it.  Confider 
here, 

I .  This  was  one  principal  end  of  the  mifjion 
of  Cbrijl  into  the  world  *.     1  am  come  to  call 

*  Matt.  ix.  13. 
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fmners  to  repentance.  Had  not  fiii  been  an 
evil  extreamly  dlfpleafing  to  God,  and  pre- 
judicial to  all  the  valuable  interefls  of  men, 
God  would  never  have  fent  fo  extraordinary 
a  perfon  as  his  only  begotten  Son,  to  feek  and 
to  fave  flnners.  Had  not  repentance  on  their 
part  been  necefTary,  and  had  not  God  been 
determined  to  accept  of  it,  through  Chriil, 
he  had  never  been  employed  by  his  hea- 
venly Father  to  preach  it,  nor  would  ever 
have  condefcended  to  fuch  a  fiate  of  huniilia- 
tion,  to  render  him  capable  of  preaching 
it.  Bat  his  veiling  that  form  of  God,  in 
which  he  had  appeared,  with  a  flcfhly  ta- 
bernacle, and  becoming  a  preacher  of  repent- 
ance and  righteoufnefs,  demonftrates  God's 
high  difpleafure  againft  fin,  as  well  as  deter- 
mined purpofe  of  mercy  to  the  penitent  reco- 
vered firmer. 

2.  And  agreeable  to  this  defign  of  his 
coming  into  the  world,  when  he  entered 
into  his  miniflry  he  called  Jinners  to  it,  and 
converfed  freely  with  them  the  more  effec- 
tually to  perfuade  them  to  it.  All  his  doc- 
trine was  calculated  to  promote  it,  and  to  fliew 
the  folly  and  hazard  of  trufting  to  any  fecuri- 
ties  for  favour  and  acceptance  with  God  with- 
out this.  Impenitent  fin,  and  all  profeilions 
of  godlinefs  without  forfaking  it,  are  what  he 
feverely  reproached  and  ccmdemned ;  condemn^ 
ed  univerially,   as  delufion  and  hypocrify. 

3.  And  as  the  miracles  he  wrought  were 
wrought  in  confirmation  of  this  dodrine,  that 

he 
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he  'was  Jent  to  call  firmer s  to  repentance,  thofe 
jniracle^'ought  to  have  awakened  to  it  thole  to 
whom  our  Lord's  perfonal  miniftry  was  pecu- 
liarly confined,  and  would  have  prevailed  on 
any  other  people  lefs  profligate  than  they.  If 
the  mighty  -works  which  have  been  done  in  thee 
had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  they  would 
have  repented  long  ago  infackcloih  and  afioes  *. 
And  as  thofe  miraculous  powers  which  he  ex- 
erted were  the  fullefl:  proof  that  his  miffion 
and  do(5lrine  were  from  God,  they  are  to  this 
day  to  be  confidered  by  us,  as  means  by  which 
Cod  intends  to  awaken  us  to  a  fcnfe  of  our 
danger  by  lin^  to  open  in  our  minds  the  iprings 
of  an  ingenuous  godly  forrow  on  account  of 
it,  and  to  excite  us  to  a  due  care  to  fave  our- 
felves  from  the  guilt  and  condemnation  that 
attends  it. 

4.  And  as  he  fpent  his  life  in  preaching 
this  dodrine,  and  others  of  a  like  nature 
conneded  with  it,  fo  what  was  the  reafon  oj 
his  death  ?  V/hat  are  we  to  infer  from  thofe 
aggravated  fufferings  to  which  he  fubmitted  ? 
What  is  his  language  on  the  crofs  to  finners  ? 
What  was  his  being  hung  up  as  a  propitiation 
and  atonement  to  fignify  to  us  ?  What  this  ? 
*•'  I  am  paying  your  debt,  and  I  will  pay  it 
to  the  uttermoll.  Sin  on,  and  fear  no  con- 
fequences.  I  am  your  furety,  and  will  fave 
you  from  your  danger."  Dares  any  one 
afcribe  this  language  to  the  dying  Son  of 
God  ?  What  fays  the  word   of  God  ?    What 

*  Matt.  xi.  2r» 
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doth  that  declare  he  died  for  ?  Why  expreilly, 
that  he  fiiffered  for  Jin  *.  What  to  render  us 
fafe  and  harmlels  in  the  commiffion  of  it  ?  No. 
He  gave  hitnfclf  for  us,  that  he  might  fo  redeem 
us  from  all  iniquity ,  as  to  purify  us  to  himfelf  a 
■peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works  ||  -,  or  in 
the  language  of  Chrift  himfelf,  that  he  might 
effedlually  call  us  to  repentance.  So  that  they 
who  have  not  been  prevailed  on,  by  the  dying 
compailion  of  a  Saviour,  to  renounce  the  do- 
minion and  practice  of  fin  5  know  not  what 
xhQfellowJhip  qf  his  fufferings  means,  and  arc 
not  made  duly  conformable  unto  his  death. 
For  as  in  that  he  died,  he  died  unto  fin  once, 
like  wife  reckon  ye  alfo  yourleives  to  he  dead 
indeed  unto  fin,  but  aliise  unto  God  through 
'Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord-^^-. 

5.  The  exaltation  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
fefus  Chrijl  is  alfo  calculated  for  the  fame  end, 
as  his  fufferings  and  death,  viz.  the  more 
effedually  to  promote  this  grand  deiign  of 
our  repentance  and  recovery  to  God,  and  is 
to  be  coniidered  by  us  as  one  of  thofe  peculiar 
fnotives  of  the  gofpel,  intended  to  enforce  and 
fecure  them.  In  this  the  Apoftle  is  exprefs. 
Hifn  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be 
a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance 
to  Ifrael,  and  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  %.  'Tis  the 
prerogative  only  of  the  fovereign  to  extend 
mercy  to  offenders,  and  fix  the  terms  on 
which  that  mercy  fliall  be  granted.  And 
therefore   God,    the    Sovereign   of  mankind, 

*  I  Pet.  ill.  18.  )|  Tit.  ii,  14.  f  Rom.  vi.  10,  11. 
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the  great  Lord  of  life  and  death,  hath  ad- 
vanced our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  Prince  and 
a  Saviour  to  proclaim  mercy  to  finners,  and 
determine  the  conditions  of  receiving  it.  By 
the/Zr/^,  the  proclaiming  mercy  from  heaven, 
he  grants  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  -,  and  by  the 
latter,  the  fixing  the  terms  of  forgivenefs,  he 
grants  repentance,  as  he  declares  the  neceffity 
and  allows  the  full  benefit  of  it,  wherever  it 
is  fincere.  But  there  feems  to  be  more  in- 
tended than  this,  and  the  granting  repentance 
feems  to  imply,  that  even  this  proceeds  from 
his  powder  as  a  Prince,  as  well  as  the  other 
from  his  goodnels  as  a  Saviour.  God  is  ex- 
prefHy  faid  to  give  repentance,  as  that  implies 
the  inward  change  of  the  finner's  mind  and 
terpper.  In  ineeknefs,  faith  the  Apoflle  to 
timothy,  inJiruBingthofe  who  oppofe  themfelvesf 
if  God  per  adventure  will  give  them  repentance 
to  the  acknowledginent  of  the  truth  *.  Now 
God  gives  ail  fpiritual  bleffings  by  Chrijl,  and 
particularly  this  of  repentance,  and  to  give 
this,  he  is  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  Saviour  y 
and  he  gives  it  by  fuch  means  as  are  fuitable 
to  the  rational  natures  of  men,  the  paffions 
they  are  poffefTed  of,  and  the  motives  that  are 
fit  and  proper  to  influence  them.  It  is  afcribed 
in  fcriDture  both  to  God  and  tnan,  and  defcribed 
as  his  work  and  their  a(Sl:,  as  given  by  him,  and 
exercifed  by  them.  And  both  are  reconcileable. 
'Tis  God  s  gift,  as  the  original  principal  caufe 
of  it,  and  as  all  the  means  and  motives   that 

*  2  Tim,  ii.  25. 
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produce  it  are  from  him  ;  and  'tis  man's  a<5t, 
as  prevailed  on  by  thefe  means  and  motives  of 
Gcd's  providing,  to  exercife  repentance ;  and 
becaufe  repentance  can  be  iiis  aft,  and  his 
only,  and  niuft  be  willing  and  from  the  heart, 
to  pive  it  any  worth,  value  or  efficacy.  So  that 
'tis  men  v/ho  repent  and  turn  t  he  trif elves  from 
their  tranfgreffionsy  becaufe  God  gives  them  the 
inclination  and  ability,  and  perfuades  them  to 
it  by  fuch  methods  as  make  their  repentance 
and  converfion  to  him,  though  his  ad:,  yet 
their  voluntary  ad  and  deed  aifo. 

And  becaufe  preaching  the  gofpel,  which 
is  intruding  others  in  the  great  principles 
and  duties  of  it,  is  fo  natural  a  means  to  re- 
cover men  from  their  fins,  and  reconcile  them 
to  their  duty ;  hence  our  bleifed  Lord,  after 
his  refurredion,  commiffioned  his  difciples 
to  preach  repentance  and  remijjion  ofjins  in 
bis  name  "f*,  as  what  was  the  peculiar  miffion 
on  which  they  were  fent,  and  the  principal 
duty  of  their  apoftolic  office  and  charader. 
And  this  is  now  the  great  duty  of  the  gofpel 
miniftry,  and  the  {landing  ordinary  means 
whereby  fmners  are  to  be  brought  home,  and 
by  which  Chriji  as  a  Prince  gives  repentance, 
'Tis  God's  method  to  promote  our  ialvation, 
how  foolifli  and  contemptible  a  one  foever  it 
may  appear  to  fenfual  men,  who  if  they  ab- 
fent  themfelves  from  the  iniiitution  of  Chrifl, 
and  will  not  attend  with  a  ferious  mind  the 
miniftration  of  his  word,  evidently  onnt  the 

t  Luke  xxiv.  47. 
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means  of  inftrudlion  and  reformation,  and 
have  no  reafon  to  exped:  any  extraordinary 
methods  of  convidlion  and  converfion,  who 
caft  contempt  on  the  ordinary  and  ftated 
ones.  The  men  of  Nineveh  repented  at  the 
preaching  of  fonas  -f-,  and  the  idolatrous  Gen- 
tiles were  converted  by  the  preaching  of  the 
Apoftles,  and  many  of  the  worfl  of  finners 
have  in  all  ages  been  reclaimed  from  their 
vices,  and  made  fincere  converts  to  religiori 
and  virtue  by  the  fame  method  -,  and  if  the 
minifters  are  faithful  to  their  truft,  and  their 
refpe(fl:ive  flocks  attentive  as  they  fliould  be  to 
the  facred  troths  they  hear,  and  receive  them 
with  faith  and  love ;  the  gofpel  that  is  preached 
to  them  will  be  attended  with  its  original 
power,  and  prove  finally  efFed;ual  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  repentance  and  falvation.  Or- 
dinarily, men  are  to  expe<5l  no  miraculous 
efforts  from  heaven,  no  preternatural  ap- 
pearances for  their  convicftion  and  converiion. 
When  the  rich  man  in  the  place  of  torment 
prayed  that  Abraham  would  fend  Lazarus  to 
his  brethren,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
fame  condemnation  with  himfelf  J,  Abraham 
replies :  They  have  Mofes  and  the  prophets  *, 
Let  the?n  hear  them  §.  And  when  Dives  urged. 
Nay,  Father  Abraham,  but  if  one  went  to  thern 
from  the  dead  they  will  repent  ||  .*  Abraham  re- 
plies :  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets, 
neither  will  they  be  perfuaded,  viz.  to  repent, 
though  one  rofe  from  the  dead  -f-f*.     The  plain 

t  Matt.  xii.  41      t  Lukexyi,  27,      *  Ver.  28.       Ver.  29,- 
I  Ver.  30.       tt  Vcr.  31. 
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dodlrlne   of  which   parable  is  this :  That   the 
Jianding  means  appointed   by  divine  revelation, 
to  recover  men  from  their   fins,  and  prevent 
their  mifery,  are  abundantly  fvfficient ,   that  no 
extraordinary    methods    are    to    be    expeded, 
and  that  generally  fpeaking,  where  thefe  or- 
dinary  ones     are    found     finally    ineffedual, 
through  the  obftinacy  of  iinners,  extraordinary 
ones  for  the  fame  reafon  would  prove  alfo  in- 
fufficient.     And  this  is  more  efpecially  tl'ie  cafe 
with   the  ordinary   means  of  repentance   and 
converlion  under  the  gofpel,    becaufe   where 
they  are  attended  with  a  due  itw{Q  of  their 
worth,  and  a  real  defire  to  profit   by  them, 
they  will  be  ever  accompanied  with  all  thofe 
influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,   which  are 
neceflary  to  give  them  their  laving  efficacy, 
and  to  produce  every  good  fruit  that  God  in- 
tended  by  the  appointment  of  them.     And 
how  excellent   an   encouragement,  how   pre- 
valent   a  motive    is   this,  immediately  to  fet 
about  repenting  and  returning   to  God,  that 
'tis  what  Chriji  is  exalted  as  a  Prince  and  a  Sa' 
viour  to    vouchfafe ;  that  he    hath   appointed 
powerful  and  effecftual  means   to  produce   it ; 
and  that  he  vj'iWfecure  the  event  by  his  blefnng 
on  thofe  means,  if  with  a  right  mind  we  at- 
tend to  and  improve  them.     Upon  thefe  con- 
fiderations  the  difticulty  of  repentance  imme- 
diatelv  lefTens.     Converfion  to  God  is   pradi- 
cable    and    comparatively   eafy.       Chrift   will 
profper  his  own  means,  and  they   fliall  prove 
ineffed:ual   to    none,    who    don't    themfelves 
prevent  the  proper  influence  of  them. 

Vol,  II.  K  k  6.  Again, 
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6.  Again,  that  part  of  C;6r^'j  mediation  that 
confifts  in  his  being  appointed  to  be  the  judge 
of  the  world,  is  a  very  important  and  awful 
7notive  to  repentance.  This  is  particularly- 
mentioned  and  enforced  in  my  text :  For  thus 
the  Apoflle  declares  to  the  Athenians :  God 
now  commandeth  all  men  every  where  to  repent y 
hecaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he 
will  judge  the  world  in  right  eoufnefs,  by  that 
man  whom  he  hath  ordained,  even  by  "Jefus 
Chrijl,  whom  he  hath  raifed  from  the  dead. 
What  confideration  can  more  nearly  affe(St  us 
than  this  ?  What  can  demon ftrate  in  a  more 
'lively  manner' the  indifpenfible  neceffity  we 
are  all  under,  of  bringing  forth  fruits  meet  for 
repentance  ? 

Cod  will  judge  the  world.  He  hath  abfolutely 
fixed  the  day,  i.  e.  the  time  and  feafon  when 
this  folemn  tranfadion  fhall  take  place;  when 
his  high  tribunal  iliall  be  eredted,  when  all 
men  fhall  (land  before  it,  and  the  whole  world 
fhall  receive  its  doom  from  his  decifive  {tn- 
tence.  Man,  as  fuch,  is  by  his  nature  ac- 
countable, in  the  far  greateft  part  of  his  cha- 
racter is  accountable  to  none  but  God,  many 
even  of  his  aftions  not  falling  under  human 
notice,  others  of  them  not  being  confidered 
by  human  laws,  and  his  whole  inward  frame 
and  temper  not  being  cognizable  by  any  human 
tribunal.  But  all  thefe  things  are  open  to 
God,  who  being  the  fupream,  the  univerfal 
Sovereign,  is  therefore  fupream,  univerfal 
Judge,  to  whom  all  m.uft  give  an  account  of 
themielves.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  and  condi- 
tions. 
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tions,  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  good  and 
bad,  are  all  equally  referved  for  this  impor- 
tant day,  and  nothinj;  fhall  excufe  them,  no 
pretended  privilege,  exempt  them  from  ap- 
pearing at  his  har. 

Bat  how  ihall  God,  the  invtjible  God,  judge 
the  children  of  men  ?  How  can  they  appear 
before  him,  v/ho  is  of  no  form,  no  fhape, 
who  can  be  likened  to  nothing,  and  who 
by  the  immenfity  of  his  nature  fills  heaven 
and  earth  with  his  prefence  ?  Chriftianity  ra- 
tionally refolves  this  difficulty,  by  affuring  us, 
that  the  Father  judges  no  mariy  viz.  perjonally, 
but  hath  commuted  all  judgment  to  the  Son  ^  : 
Or  in  the  words  of  my  text,  God  will  judge  the 
world  by  that  man,  even  "J ejus  Chrijl,  whom  he 
hath  appointed  to  carry  on  and  finiQi  this 
awful  folemnity  ;  by  that  man,  who  in  another 
charader  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  by  his  near 
relation  and  perfed:  refemblance  to  his  Father, 
is  worthy  the  high  and  honourable  characfter 
and  title  of  God  ;  by  him  incarnate,  dwelling 
in  a  vifible  body  of  glory,  furrounded  with 
his  majefty,  inverted  with  his  authority,  and 
filled  with  the  fulnefs  of  his  Godhead  -,  by 
him  as  a  great  vicegerent  and  deputy,  encir- 
cled with  all  the  treafures  of  his  wifdom  and 
knowledge ;  by  him  thus  qualified  for  exe- 
cuting this  god-like  office,  God  will  judge 
the  world,  every  individual  that  hath  lived, 
or  {hall  live  in  it,  till  the  filial  conclufion  of 
its  prefent  ftate,    and    the   confummation  of 

*  John  V.  22. 
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all   things.      But  how    will    God  judge  the 
world  by  Chrifl  ? 

The  anfwer  is  in  righteoufnefs ;  according  to 
the  truth  of  their  charader,  and  the  nature 
of  their  adicns ;  for  thus  only  can  they  be 
judged  in  righteoufnefs,  or  according  to  the 
rules  of  juftice  and  equity.  Nothing  elfe  can. 
come  under  the  examination  and  cenfure  of 
God  or  man,  but  what  men  adually  are  and 
do'y  and  therefore  for  both  theie  they  rnufl 
give  an  account  of  themfelves  at  his  future 
tribunal.  Though  the  inv^ard  fprlngs  of 
actions,  the  paflions,  motives,  views,  pur- 
>  pofes,  and  refoiutions  that  govern  them,  are 
not  the  fubjedl  of  human  enquiry,  as  lying 
too  deep  and  concealed  to  come  under  human 
infpedion ;  revelation  informs  us,  that  in 
this  day  of  account  Gcd  'will  judge  the  fecrcts 
of  men  by  Jefus  Chrijl,  according  to  his  goJpcV^. 
Though  mens  words  and  fpeeches  are  gene- 
rally fuch  as  that  they  cannot,  without  innu- 
merable inconveniencies  be  taken  notice  of  by 
any  earthly  courts,  and  though  few  of  us  are 
fo  cautious  in  this  refped,  as  prudence  and  in- 
tereft  require  us  to  be ;  yet  how  awful  is  that 
affurance  of  our  blcffed  Lord  :  By  thy  words 
thou  Jl:cilt  be  jujiified,  and  by  thy  words  thou 
fbalt  be  condc?nned  -f- ;  and  thofe  words  of  the 
Apoltle,  who  allures  us,  that  the  Lord  fi all 
come  with  ten  thovfand  oj  his  jatntSy  to  execute 
judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convicl  all  that  are 
ungodly,  not  only  oj  their  ungodly  deeds,  but  of 

*  Rem.  ii.  i6,-  t  Matt.  xii.  37. 
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all  their  hardfpcechesX,  their  rude,  reproachful 
fpeeches,  which  ungodly  finners  have  fpo<ien 
againji  him.  And  though  many  of  our  moft 
confiderable  anions  are  concealed  from  public 
notice,  and  pafs  unregarded  by  human  laws ; 
yet  this  future  tribunal  will  bring  them  all 
into  examination,  and  judge  us  according  to 
the  nature  of  them,  whether  good  or  evil, 
and  render  to  all,  for  there  is  no  re/peB  ofperfons 
with  Gody  according  to  their  deeds ;  and  by  thele 
determine  our  everlafting  flate,  either  for  in- 
dignation  and  wrath,  or  for  glory,  honour,  and 
immortality. 

If  we  now  refled  upon  this  dodrine,  what 
motive  can  be  offered  to  you,  of  greater  im- 
portance in  itfelf,  or  more  ftrongly  adapted  to 
afFea,  and  imprefs  us,  to  excite  in  us  a  godly 
forrow  for  our   pail  fms,  to  infpire  us  with 
refolution  and  ftrength  to  break  off  our  fmful 
habits,  and  to  engage  us  to  return  to  a  wiler 
and    better  courfe    of    life   for   the   future  ? 
"  Why  {hould  I  harbour   thefe  criminal  aj- 
fe^isns  and  inclinations,  that  I  have   been  fo 
long  a  flave  to,  when  God  by  Jefus   Chriit 
wilf  bring  me  into  judgment  for  them  ?  Tins 
pride,  this    paffion,  this    love   of  vanity    and 
finful   pleafure,    this    habit  of  intemperance, 
this  fenfuality  and  difpoHtion  to  undue  indul- 
gence, this  covetous,  fordid,  felfiQi  fpirit,  this 
envious,  malicious,   uncharitable    frame,    this 
difregard  to  facred  things,  this  inward  averfion 
to  devotion  and  piety,  this  indifference  to  the 

+  Jude  15. 
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worflilp  of  God,  and  reludance  to  pray  to 
and  piaife  him,  of  one  cr  more  of  which  I 
have  been  fo  long  under  tlie  power ;  why 
fliould  I  cherifh  them  any  longer  ?  Can  I  fe- 
crete  the  knowledge  of  them  from  God  ?  Can 
I  call  a  veil  over  them  to  difguife  them  at  his 
tribunal?  Can. I  perfuade  the  impartial  Judge 
to  pafs  them  by  unnoticed  and  unconcerned  ? 
Oh  1  No.  My  heart  is  open  to  his  infpedion, 
and  my  inmoft  frame  is  more  perfe6tly  under- 
ilood,  and  more  clearly  and  impartially  dif- 
cerncd  by  him  than  by  myfelf.  For  thefe 
errors  of  my  heart  I  nuift  account  to  him, 
'and  all  that  pa-fieth  in  my  breafi:  will  have  its 
ihare  in  fixing  my  future  everlafling  fiate,  by 
the  righteous  award  that  he  will  pronounce." 
Will  r;ot  fuch  a  view  of  things  caufe  the 
finner  immediately  to  cry  out :  Create  in  jne, 
O  Lord,  a  clean  hearty  and  renew  a  right  Jpint 
within  me .?  Will  it  not  infpire  the  refolution, 
and  convey  the  neceffary  ftrength,  to  break 
off  his  fmful  habits,  to  bring  his  paffions  and 
aopetites  under  reflraints,  and  to  alter  the 
whole  frame  and  temper  of  his  mind,  that 
he  may  not  appear  in  this  difordered,  cor- 
rupted, criminal  flate,  before  the  awful  tri- 
bunal of  liis  God  t 

The  fame  confiderations,  duly  impreffed 
by  rcfiection  and  prayer  on  his  mind,  will, 
under  the  divine  bklling,  which  God  is 
always  ready  to  give  to  them  that  fervently 
ailc  it,  become  effedual  to  corre(il:  the  errors 
of  the  finner's  convei^fatiGn,  and  recover  him 
from  the  pradice  of  every  evil  way.     For  if 

this 
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this  thought  was  but  habitual ;  for  ih^^tfmful 
ivords,  for  thefe  crtjiiinal  piirfuits  and  indul^ 
gences,  my  God  will  enter  into  judgment  ijoith 
vie-,  thefe  are  things  by  vvhich  my  future 
ilate  mud  be  determined  j  eternai  life,  or 
everlafting  death  will  be  the  fure  confequences 
of  my  prefent  a6lions,  it  would  naturally  ex- 
cite fuch  an  habitual  awe,  caution  and  fear 
in  the  mind,  as  would  be  a  great  prefcrvative 
from  thefe  excefles ;  it  would  help  men  to 
curb  the  very  firfl  tendencies  to  them ;  it 
would  make  them  careful  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  temptation,  and  to  avoid  all  occafions 
that  might  draw  them  into  fin,  and  arm  them 
with  refolution  and  firmnefs  of  mind  fuccefs- 
fully  to  refift,  and  finally  to  overcoaie  every 
folicitation  and  inducement,  willingly  to  of- 
fend, and  expofe  themfelves  to  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God.  No  ftronger  motives  can 
be  offered  to  finners,  to  influence  them  to  a 
ferious  and  hearty  repentance,  than  thofe  that 
are  thus  derived  from  the  mediation  of  Chrill, 
unlefs  we  add 

7.  In  the  lafl  place,  the  ineftlmahk  benefits 
confequent  upon,  and  connected  with  the 
txercife  of  it,  by  the  exprefs  ccnftitution  and 
grant  of  God  in  the  gofpel  revelation.  And 
thefe  are  many  of  the  noblefh  and  mofh  valuable 
kind  ; 

Particularly  the  remijjion  of  fins,  or  the  ple- 
nary  forgivenefs  of  all  the    pafl  tranfgrcilions 
of  their    lives.     The    errand  on  which   'John 
was  fejit  was  to  f  reach  the  baptijm  of  repent- 
K  k  4  ance 
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ance  for  the   rcniijjion    cfjins  ''•.     When  the 
Je-ws  afked  Peter  and  the  Apoflles,  Men  and 
brethren,  what  Jhall  we  do  f  the  Apoftles  by 
Peter  anfwered  :  Repent  and  be  baptized  every 
one  of  you  for  the  rcmifjim  of  fins  -f-.     And  a 
little  after  :   Repent  and  be  converted  that  your 
(ins    may  be  blotted  out  J.       And    when    our 
biefTed  Lord  gives,  as   a  Prince  and  Saviour, 
repentance,  he  ahb  gives  the  remifjion  of  fins  §. 
And  he  comrr.anded  his  Apoftles,  to  preach  in 
his   name  to   all  nations^    repentance    and  the 
forglvenefs  of  fins  Ij.     And  other  places  might 
be   mentioned.     This  therefore    is  the  con- 
'  nedion  made'   by    the   mercy    and    grace    of 
God  ',    that  repentance  and  ccnverfion  from 
fin,    which  is  effe^fttd  by  the   reception   and 
belief  of  the  gofpel,  fhail  univerfally  be  avail- 
able  to  the  remiffion  of   all  the  pad   fins   of 
life  with  which  m.en    are  chargeable   in    the 
fight  of  God  ;     not  from    any  merit   in  the 
linner's  converfion,  or  becaufe  his    repentance 
obliges  God  in  honour   and  equity  wholly    to 
remit  the  puniflTment  due  to    paft    fins  ;    but 
becaufe  this  chanf^e  in  his   heart  afid    life   is 

O 

the  only  natural,  rational  preparative  for  God's 
mercy,  and  renders  the  finner,  what  other- 
wife  he  would  not  be,  capable  of  forglve- 
nefs. God's  gcodnefs  is  indeed  free,  and  he 
will  have  inercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy, 
he  diieded  by  none  in  the  exercife  of  it.  But 
even  in  this  lie  confuUs  \Xi^  honour  of  his  cha- 

*  Luke  iii.  3.     f  Ads  ii.  38.     %  Ads  iii.  10,     §  Ads  v.  31. 
jS  Luke  xxiv,  47.  -'  t 

^  ra6ter^ 
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rader,  the  purity  of  his  ntuare,  and  difpenfes 
his  grace  fo  as  may  beft  anfwer  the  ends  of 
his  government^  and  as  is  moft  fuitable  to  the 
circumftances  of  thofe  to  whom  he  grants 
it ;  and  he  hath  therefore  connedled  repent- 
ance and  remiffion  together,  becaufe  though 
repentance  hath  not  in  its  nature  any  thing  of 
merits  yet  'tis  a  preparation  for  mercy  in  the 
finner,  and  a  natural  motive  to  the  exercife  of 
mercy  in  the  mind  of  God,  and  renders  the 
difplay  of  it  a  wife  and  proper  a6l  in  the  divine 
government.  In  confequence  of  this  forgive- 
nefs  of  fin. 

Iniquity  fiall  not  be  the  final  defiru6iion  of 
the  repentant,  converted,  pardoned  linner. 
Pardon  cancels  every  obhgation  to  punifh- 
ment,  and  abfolves  him  entirely  from  all  the 
threatened  penalties  of  fin  3  fo  that  he  hath 
no  more  to  fear  from  the  confequences  of 
his  paft  tranfgreflions,  than  if  he  had  never 
committed  them.  The  ruin  that  was  before 
him,  whilft  in  an  unpardoned  ftate,  imme- 
diately vanishes,  when  God  chcars  the  heart 
with  the  voice  of  pardon,  and  as  the  hope 
of  mercy  grows  more  firm  and  lively,  the 
terrors  of  guilt  and  the  apprehenfions  of  de- 
llrudion  gradually  abate;  and  he  hath  no- 
thing to  fear  from  a  reconciled  and  forgiving 
God.  For  this  is  the  promife  of  his  own 
goodnefs  :  /Repent  and  turn  yourj'elves  from  all 
your  trarijgj  efjionsy  fo  iniquity  fiali  not  be  your 
ruin  *;  and  if  God  is  not  willing  that  any  Jhould 

*  Ezek.  xviii.  30. 

perij}?. 
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perijh,  but  that  alljloould  come  to  repentance  -f-, 
as  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  then  whofoever  are 
prevailed  on  thus  to  repent,  God  will  not 
fuffer  finally  to  perKh.  So  far  from  this,  as 
that 

Laflly,  it  reftores  the  Jinner  to  life,  and  to 
all  ikit,  forfeited  privileges  and  benefits  of  life  , 
reverfes  the  attainder  incurred  by  fin,  and  re- 
covers the  offender  by  a  new  title  and  grant 
to  all  the  honours,  immunities,  and  pofTeffions 
effential  to  the  happinefs  of  his  nature. 
Yea,  fo  fubftantial  a  benefit  is  the  remiflion 
of  fins,  as  defcribed  by  the  gofpel,  and  fo 
very  valuable  the  fruits  of  a  real  converfion 
to  God,  as  that  'tis  attended  with  a  right  to 
eternal  fahation,  and  to  the  pofiefiion  of  im- 
mortal  life  J.  For  'tis  repentance  untofahation, 
and  God  gave  the  Gentiles  repentance  unto 
life  II  j  'tis  attended  with  prefect  falvation 
from  the  difpleafure  of  God,  and  all  the  ef- 
fects of  his  anger;  and  fecures  eternal  falva- 
tion from  the  punifhment  of  eternal  death, 
bv  a  refurredtion  to  glory,  honour  and  im- 
mortality, in  the  prefence  and  heavenly  king- 
dom of  God,  where  the  worth  of  God's 
pardoning  grace  fliall  be  fully  underftood, 
and  the  everlafting  poiTefiion  of  all  the  be- 
nefits of  falvation  Siall  infpire  the  heart  with 
a  gratitude  that  {hall  never  ceafe,  and  be 
the  fource  of  eternal  thankfgivings  and  praifes 
to  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.     And  can   the 

f  2  Pet.  ill.  9.       X  2Cor.  vii.  10.       j]  Afls  ix.  18. 

finner 
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finner  need  any  better,  any  more  cogent  and 
powerful  motive  to  amendment  and  refor- 
mation ?  Is  it  a  contemptible  bleffing,  that 
of  the  remiflion  of  all  thy  fins,  thy  deliver- 
ance from  every  guilty  obligation,  thy  free-^ 
dom  from  the  penalty  of  eternal  punifliment, 
thy  refcue  from  deftrudion,  the  redemption 
of  thy  foul  from  all  the  endkfs  miferies  of  a 
future  {late,  thy  reftoration  to  the  forfeited 
favour  and  acceptance  of  God,  thy  being  in- 
verted with  a  right  to  a  glorious  refurredtion, 
to  an  heavenly  life,  and  to  that  falvation 
which  includes  in  it  every  thing  that  thy  na- 
ture can  want,  thy  heft  and  largefl  defires 
can  afpire  after,  and  that  the  infinite  good- 
nefs  and  Vv'ifdom  of  God  can  beftow  ?  Con- 
fider  what  are  the  forfeitures  thou  incurred, 
and  the  bleflings  thou  lofeft  by  an  obfti" 
nate  continuance  in  fin.  Imprefs  thy  heart 
with  a  juft  and  lively  fenfe  of  the  true  worth 
and  importance  of  the  benefits  that  are  con- 
nected with  repentance,  and  the  remifiion  of 
fins.  Compare  them  with  an  impartial  and 
honell  mind  to  the  pleafures  and  advantages 
of  a  fin ful' life,  and  then  pafs  the  true  judg- 
ment, which  claim  thy  preference,  which 
beft  deferve  thy  affedion  and  care.  Is  it 
worth  thy  while  to  rifle  the  happinefs,  to  for- 
feit the  falvation  of  thy  immortal  foul,  to  fa- 
crifice  the  peace  and  friendship  of  God,  the 
pleafures  of  reconciliation  to  and  hope  in  him, 
the  life  of  Angels,  the  joys  of  heaven,  and 
the  glories  of  immortality,  for  pleafures  that 
lad  but  for  a  moment,  that  perijh  in  the  vfing^ 

that 
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that  introduce  pollution,  guilt  and  horrors 
into  thy  breaft,  that  prepare  ,  thee  for,  and 
finally,  without  repentance,  will  involve  thee 
in  total  and  irreparable  deftrucflion  ?  Serioufly 
recollect  thyfelf,  give  way  to  thefe  refle(f>ions, 
till  thou  findeft  within  thyfelf  the  difpofition 
and  refolution  to  arife,  and  call  upon  thy 
God  for  mercy;  till  thy  heart  relents,  and 
thou  art  perfuaded  to  return  to  thy  Father, 
and  fay  to  him  :  Father,  I  have  Jimied  againjl 
heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  ivorthy 
to  be  called  thy  fan ,  till  thou  findeft  that 
godly  forrow  arife  within  thee  which  becomes 
'  thy  unhappy  condition;  that  hatred  of  fin 
which  fo  deftruftive  and  unnatural  an  evil 
deferves ;  that  refolution  of  forfaking  it  which 
is  neceffary  to  thy  deliverance  from  the  power 
of  it ;  that  change  of  thy  heart,  and  altera- 
tion of  thy  life,  which  is  an  unalterable  pre- 
parative for  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  joys 
of  his  falvation.  And  when  thou  canft  fay, 
I  am  changed  from,  my  former  felf,  God  hath 
at  length  prevailed  over  me  to  return  to  him, 
his  goodnefs  hath  triumphed  over  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  my  heart,  and  his  grace  foftened  and 
fubdued  it  into  a  real  repentance  and  con- 
verfion  ;  then  alfo  may  eft  thou  apply  thofe 
comfortable  and  reviving  words  :  'There  is 
mercy  for  me  with  my  God  that  he  may  be  feared', 
there  is  with  him  forgivenefs  ofmyjins,  and  even 
plenteous  redemption. 

And  though  repentance  be  a  work  of  great 
dijiculty,  efpecially  in  the  cafe  of  long  accuf- 
tomed  and  habitual  finners,  yet  let  not  even 

this 
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this  diicourage  thee.     Ufe  carefully  and  faith- 
fully the  means   appointed  for    thy   recovery, 
and  they  fliall  prove  finally  efFeaual.  Strength- 
en thy  endeavours  hy  calling  on   God,  and  fe- 
cure  his  aid  by  a  conftant  dependence  on  that 
grace,  which  he  is  ready  to  give  to  help  thee, 
in  every  time  of  need.     Cheriih  every  good  im- 
preflion  and  convidion  of  thy  mind,  and  God 
will  preferve  them  from  being  loit ;  for  he  will 
jiot    quench   the  Jinoking  fax,    nor  fufFer  the 
bruifed  reed  to  be  broken  -,  but  will  preferve 
thofegood  beginnings,  which  his  own  wordand 
Spirit  have  implanted,  gradually  improve  them, 
and  carry  them  on  till    thy   vidlory   over  fin 
be  compleat,  and  he  hath  fully  reftored  thee 
to   peace   and    fafety  in   his   acceptance    and 
favour. 

And  as  to  thofe  of  you,  whom  God  hath 
aBually  recovered  from  the  fnares  of  fin,  or 
mercifully   preferved  from   the  great  corrup- 
tions of  it,  take  the  pleafure  and  comfort  that 
arifes  from    fo   happy  a  (late  j  rejoice  in  God, 
and  feed  your  mind  with  the  fure  profpe6t  of 
life  and  glory.     If  the  change  in  you   be  real, 
and  you  are  thoroughly  converted  to  God,  let 
it  be  your  care  to  improve  it  to  Jiill  farther 
perfeBion.     'Tis  not  fo   univerfal    and    com- 
pleat in  any,  but  it  may  be   ftill  farther  ad- 
vanced.    Repentance   is  really    the  work  of 
life,  as  we  have  all   many  errors   to   lament, 
many  defedis  to   cure,  and  many  farther  de- 
grees of  the  divine  nature  and    image  to  at- 
tain to.     Let  it  therefore  be  our  ambition  to 
recover  entirely   the  redlitude  of  our  nature^ 

and 
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and  to  extirpate  every  latent  feed,  every  re- 
mainder of  fin,  every  fibre  of  this  root  of  bit- 
ternejs  within  us ;  that  by  an  increafing  con- 
formity to  God  in  purity  of  heart  and  hohnefs 
of  life,  v^e  may  enjoy  ourfelves  with  greater  fa- 
tisfadtion,  and  converfe  with  God  with  an 
higher  pleafure,  and  when  we  come  to  the 
clofe  of  life,  leave  the  world  with  triumph, 
and  fay  :  /  am  jujiifiedj  I  am  Jantiijied  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  J  ejus  Chrijt,  by  the  Spirit  of 
my  God:  Thanks  be  to  the  Father,  who  hath 
made  us  jneet  for  the  inheritance  of  faints  in 
Ught, 


End  of  the  Second  Volume* 
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